
From Staff Reports

An employee of the
Darlington County School
District has been arrested and
is being accused of engaging in
“an inappropriate relation-
ship” with a high-school stu-
dent, the school district said
Monday morning.

The employee, identified as
Anna Elizabeth Jeanette
Patton in arrest warrants
released by the Darlington
County Sheriff ’s Office, is
accused of engaging in “sexual
battery” with a 16-year-old
high school student. 

The warrants state that she
engaged in sexual intercourse
and other sex acts with the
student “in the Lamar area”

between Oct. 1 and Dec. 31
last year.

Patton had “direct supervi-
sory authority” over the stu-
dent, the warrants say. The
warrants also allege Patton
“disseminated harmful materi-
al to a minor” – depicting
explicit nudity through social
media – between Oct. 1 and
Jan. 11.

Patton’s position with the
district was not officially iden-
tified, but local news media
are reporting that she is a
teacher.

“The district is cooperating
fully with the law enforcement
investigation. The employee
has been placed on adminis-
trative leave, pending the out-
come of the investigation. Due

to privacy laws, the district
cannot discuss personnel mat-
ters,” district spokeswoman
Audrey Childers said in a
statement.

By Samantha Lyles
slyles@newsandpress.net

When word spread that
Judge Dan Causey had passed
away on Jan. 4, it wasn't long
before friends and colleagues
began sharing memories of
the man who served as
Darlington's city judge for 30
years. 

“I first met Dan when I
came back to Darlington in
1975 to practice law,” recalls
Bobby Kilgo, attorney and
member of Darlington County
Council. Kilgo remembers
lawyer Causey as being “very
zealous in his representation
of his clients in family court”
and very knowledgable on the
application of the law. 

Kilgo also shares that
Causey was one of the last
attorneys to use a fax machine
for submission of court docu-
ments, mostly because he can-
nily observed that unscrupu-
lous attorneys would use faxes
to push through 11th-hour
changes in attempts to wrong-
foot opposing counsel.

“He detested (fax
machines) and held off until

the last possible moment,
until the courts said that he
had to have one,” Kilgo says.

Darlington County Coroner
J. Todd Hardee knew Causey
as his attorney, mentor and
friend. He credits Causey's

counsel with shepherding the
Billie Hardee Home for Boys
from “a little foster home to
one of the premier child care
facilities in South Carolina.” 

CAUSEY ON 3A

By Samantha Lyles
slyles@newsandpress.net

On Jan. 7, Darlington
County Council convened
their first meeting of 2020
and elected officers for the
new year. By unanimous
vote, Bobby Hudson (District
#4, Lamar) was re-elected
chairman, Lewis Brown
(District #7,
Hartsville/Kelleytown) was
re-elected as vice chairman
and  Dannie Douglas
(District #2, Society Hill)
will again serve as chaplain.

County administrator
Charles Stewart presented
council members with copies
of the fiscal year 2018-19
audit, completed by account-
ing firm Mauldin & Jenkins.
Stewart said the auditors

issued an “unmodified” opin-
ion with no findings, mean-
ing they found the county's
finances in good order. He
noted that this opinion shows
marked improvement over
the 2015 audit, which
returned an opinion with at
least 15 issues that needed to
be addressed.

“Those (issues) have been
chipped away at, but in this
audit, there are no findings
by the auditor of anything
they think needs to be
changed or done differently,”
said Stewart.

Financial highlights in the
report included the following
information:

“The assets and deferred
outflows of resources of
Darlington County exceeded
its liabilities and deferred
inflows of resources at June
30, 2019, by approximately
$50.3 million (net position). 

“At June 30, 2019, the
county’s General Fund
reported a total fund balance
of $32.45 million. At the end

of the current fiscal year, the
county’s unassigned fund
balance for the General Fund
was $23.1 million.” 

To view the full audit,
including departmental rev-
enues and expenditures, visit
the county's website at
www.darcosc.com. The audit
can be found via the Finance
Department tab under
County Financial Statements.

From the regular agenda
for this meeting, council held
a title only first reading for
the updated comprehensive
plan, which includes data on
population trends, economic
development strategies,
housing, land use, natural
resources and other topics
relevant to the county's
growth. The full plan can be
viewed by visiting the coun-
ty's website, clicking the
County Council tab, and nav-
igating to the Jan. 7 meeting
agenda.

COUNTY ON 3A

By Bobby Bryant
Editor

editor@newsandpress.net

When he was elected
Darlington’s new mayor in
November, businessman
Curtis Boyd said, “I’m looking
forward to going to work.”

During his first City
Council session as mayor Jan.
7, Boyd did exactly that.

He made no speeches, but
within an hour and a half of
being sworn in as mayor, Boyd
was pitching council a video
presentation on the first phase
of a proposed system of walk-
ing trails for Darlington and
jumping into a crowded three-
hour agenda that ended with
council moving toward buying

$600,000 worth of land for a
new recreation complex fea-
turing new baseball and soft-
ball fields.

In front of a standing-
room-only crowd at City Hall,
Boyd was sworn into office by
a robed Darlington County
Coroner Todd Hardee. Boyd
succeeds Gloria Hines, who
served four years as the city’s
first female and first African-
American mayor, but lost
nearly 2-1 to Boyd in the Nov.
5 elections.

Also sworn in Jan. 7 were
new council member Howard
Nettles, who claimed the seat
formerly held by Carolyn
Bruce, and re-elected council
members John Milling and

Bryant Gardner. Councilman
John Segars was chosen as
mayor pro tem (a post that
Bruce formerly held).

Boyd said he planned to
begin a tradition of inviting
local pastors to offer a prayer
at the start of every council
session. Kyle Meyer, pastor at
Dominion Church in
Darlington, filled that role at
Boyd’s first council session.

Much of Boyd’s first council
session focused on recreation
issues, as Boyd showed coun-
cil a video sketching out what
he described as the first phase
of a system of walking trails
around Darlington. Boyd, who
runs a chain of gyms, said he’s
been interested in a walking-
trail system like this for a long
time and said it was one of the
reasons he first considered
running for mayor.

The video showed a drive
through, and walk through,
areas that might be part of the
first phase, including some
spots that now are woods and
underbrush. Boyd said he’s
now thinking in terms of only
1,400 feet of trails to begin
with – about $10,000 worth –
which he hoped to get from
grants. 

Council member Sheila
Baccus said that the plan – or
at least the initial phase of it –
didn’t seem to offer much to
residents of South Darlington.
“The area that you just
showed on this video showed
this trail running strictly

through North Darlington,”
Baccus said. 

“How does any of this trail
affect South Darlington? Why
is nothing of South Darlington
included in this million-dollar
trail? … I am going to say this
and then I am going to leave it
alone until I see a showing
where this is going to go

through South Darlington,
because if we are spending
millions of dollars of taxpay-
ers’ money … it should affect
all citizens and it should go
somewhere through South
Darlington.”

Baccus was told that this
was only the initial phase and
that the final trail system

would be citywide.
Ultimately, council voted to

seek more bids for putting a
first phase in place before tak-
ing a vote on the plan.

Another big recreation pro-
posal was the subject of an
executive session.

BOYD ON 3A

News&Press
JANUARY 15, 2020
WWW.NEWSANDPRESS .NET

‘All that is necessary for the
triumph of evil  is that good
men do nothing.’

EDMUND BURKE

QUOTE

75¢ONE SECTION  • 12 PAGES ESTABLISHED 1874

2  OPINION 4  OBITUARIES 8  PUZZLES 10 LEGALS 11  CLASSIFIEDS

Vol. 146, No. 3
Darlington, S.C.

CLEMSON
RESEARCHERS ON 12A

New Mayor Curtis Boyd, left, is sworn in Jan. 7 by Darlington County Coroner Todd Hardee. PHOTO BY
BOBBY BRYANT

New mayor hits the ground running
City moves toward buying $600,000 of land for recreation complex, considers trail system

Darlington remembers
Causey’s career on the bench

Newly elected City Council member Howard Nettles is sworn in by
county coroner Todd Hardee. PHOTO BY BOBBY BRYANT

County elects officers, 
receives clean audit

Teacher accused of sex with student

Darlington County Council officers for the new year are (right to left) Chairman Bobby Hudson
(District # 4, Lamar), Vice Chairman Lewis Brown (District # 7, Hartsville/Kelleytown) and Chaplain
Dannie Douglas (District #2, Society Hill). PHOTO BY SAMANTHA LYLES
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By t om Poland

Clothes make the man,
and when it comes to camou-
flage, it must make the man,
woman, boy, and girl too. 

Seems everyone wears
camouflage year-round, but
it’s a rural, small-town thing.
You don’t see city people
wearing camouflage unless
you go to places like
Sportsman’s Warehouse and
Walmart where you’re apt to
see most anything. 

As the military goes,
wearing camouflage can
make the difference between
living and dying. As hunting
goes, it can make a hunt suc-
cessful, but wearing it all the
time? What kind of fashion
statement is that? 

When I return to my
hometown, most mornings I
go to the Huddle House for
coffee and pancakes. That’s
when I notice that just about
every patron is wearing cam-
ouflage. They look like they
just left the deer stand. 

They look as if they just
broke camp from some deep
woods outpost. They come in
like they just scored a rack
with the Boone and Crocket
system. When they step out-
side and the wooded ridge
beyond the Lincolnton
Presbyterian Church ceme-
tery rises behind them,
presto, they’re invisible. 

I joke with my sisters
about all the camouflage I
see. Well, the joke’s on me.
Sister Benda gave me camou-
flage sweat pants for
Christmas. I’ll wear them
when jogging. 

I don’t hunt, not anymore,
but plenty folks do and they
wear camouflage, be it mim-
icry camo like tree bark or
breakup camo that hides the
body’s outline. There’s even

3-D camo with fake leaves
and grass. Sounds like some-
thing a sniper would wear. 

Wearing camo while pur-
suing wild game goes back a
long ways. Prehistoric men
wore animal skins while
hunting wild oxen. 

We know this thanks to
cave paintings. 

Flash forward to today.
The Wall Street Journal says
camouflage prints have
become a staple among men,
that they’re here to stay. I
believe it. 

Wearing camouflage says,
“I’m a sportsman. I like the
outdoor lifestyle.” 

Experts say camo estab-
lishes a bond among those
who wear it. That is, if they
can see each other, and
when hunting let’s pray that
they do. 

You may have seen that a
father, 30, and his daughter,
9, were killed in Colleton
County on New Year’s day
while deer hunting. Reports
said it was unclear if they
were wearing blaze orange
safety clothing. I don’t know
if they were wearing camou-
flage.

Mistaken for deer, they
were shot with buckshot
during a deer drive. The
accident happened on pri-
vate property where protec-
tive clothing is recommend-
ed but not mandated,
according to the South
Carolina Department of
Natural Resources. Laws
mandate the wearing of
blaze orange on public
lands. Seems to me wearing
camouflage beneath a blaze
orange vest cancels out
camo’s effectiveness. It’s a
curious pairing, and it’s a
curious thing to see folks
wearing it in restaurants,
but see it I do back home. All

the time.
Maybe I’ll buy a matching

top and cap and wear camo
the next time I go to Huddle
House. 

Maybe the locals will bond
with me, speak even. 

Or I could make my own
camo featuring coffee cups,
pancakes, eggs, bacon strips,
and napkins with matching
upholstery and become invis-
ible, an urban hunter on a
quest for blueberry pancakes
and coffee.
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The invisible people

Thank you, Darlington
community, for all your sup-
port and all the positive com-
ments about the community
Nativity set.

God has blessed us with
caring people who helped
make this vision possible. 

We thank every person for
all their help, and we hope
they know how important
each of them was and how
important were the many
prayers.

We hope this Nativity will
bring about a change in all of
our lives and cause us all to
remember the importance of
Jesus’ birth, death and resur-
rection, not only now, but
throughout the year.

Thank you again,

Darlington Community
Nativity Board

A kinder world
By Bill Shepard

The world is in need of a little kindness!

I recall the words of the first George Bush speaking in one

of his State of the Union addresses. 

His words were “A kinder America!” 

I believe that not only are those words needful for

Americans but for all the world!

Kindness can be a far-reaching thing. Acts of kindness,

words spoken in kindness, deeds done in kindness, all are

hard to resist.

The word of one of the biblical characters says it best!

Words fitly spoken are like apples of gold in pictures of sil-

ver. How beautiful are those words! 

If I was an artist, I would paint that picture!

Good words! Kind words! Words spoken with respect for

another’s position can be great healers. 

Those seem to be missing jewels in many of today’s con-

versations! When politicians lose respect for other politi-

cians, there can be little hope for agreement or compromise. 

Another biblical question comes to mind that might be

helpful. 

The writer asks: “Can two walk together except they be

agreed?”

I have experienced in my life of long years – the world

gives back much like it receives. No, that is not the way it

should be, but in reality, that is the way it is! 

“If you kick my dog, I will kick your dog, or your cat!”

It has been said by many that America is the world’s

leader! Millions have looked to our great homeland and

desired to become a part of it! 

Why? The answer might lie in what they saw, heard, or

read about our way of life!

Oh yes, there have been troubles aplenty, disagreements

enough, problems to be solved, those things and more, but

sensible men and women, elected to serve and guide the

nation through uncharted and troublesome circumstances,

have come together. 

The words “United we stand, divided we fall” have been

our guiding star! 

They have proven true in two world wars and lesser wars

and skirmishes. 

There is hope they may prove true again!

I once read a story about a boy sitting on a seashore and

building sandcastles. 

A large man came hurriedly walking by. Without seeing

the boy and his sandcastles, he stepped on them, tearing

them down. Without a word, he hurried on.

The boy looked at his sandcastles torn asunder and start-

ed to cry. Another man came along. He stooped down and

began helping the boy rebuild his sandcastles. 

In a short time, the boy was laughing and enjoying his

playing. He had forgotten all about his sandcastles that had

been destroyed.

There is a great need in our world for men like the second

one in our story. You can be like that second man!

Thanks,
Darlington,

for your
help with
Nativity



Causey
Continued from 1A

“But his work with me did
not stop there,” Hardee wrote
in a Facebook post. “As I grew
older and began my life as an
adult, he walked me through
the legal process of buying my
first house, buying several
businesses, and establishing
my first ‘will’ (that I received
in the mail, along with a bill,
and a note that said ‘sign it,
pay it, return it, you need it’!) 

“When I became the county
coroner years ago, Dan
became my mentor. He taught
me legal proceedings, he
taught me the law. But more
importantly, he taught me the
art of compassion while hold-
ing a gavel. He was the mas-
ter! 

“My entire life has been
spent with Dan Causey as my
friend. There will never be a
day, until I too enter the
church triumphant, that I
don’t think of him or be
reminded of his greatness. His
family has lost a husband and
a dad, this community has lost
a pillar, the S.C. Bar has lost a
real lawyer, the children of
South Carolina have lost a
huge advocate, and me, and a
million others like me, have
lost a dear friend.”

Hardee also shared another
memory with The News &
Press – one that highlighted
Causey's deft understanding
of the law and helped put two
murderers in jail for life.
Hardee recalls that in 1993,
while he was in the mortuary
transport business, he
received a call from the
Marlboro County coroner  to
transport a John Doe body
found in a McColl swamp. 

The body was taken to a
Lexington funeral home for
refrigerated storage, but the
advanced decomposition
made long-term cooler storage
unfeasible. Some of John
Doe's personal effects were
left with Hardee, who boxed
and buried them to preserve
the items while isolating their
powerful odor. 

The Marlboro County coro-
ner decided to have the still
unidentified man cremated,

and it was later discovered
that the man was James
Jordan Sr., father of basketball
superstar Michael Jordan. A
murder investigation fol-
lowed, and when SLED agents
contacted Hardee regarding
Jordan's personal effects, he
placed an early Sunday morn-
ing phone call to his lawyer:
Dan Causey.

“He showed up with a paja-
ma shirt on, smoking a ciga-
rette,” Hardee remembers.
“He told me that when SLED
got here, I was to let him do
the talking.”

Causey then discussed pro-
cedural requirements with the
SLED agents and ensured that
the chain of evidence
remained intact. When the
case went to court, defense
attorneys were unable to
impeach the evidence and
Jordan's murderers were sent
to prison for life. 

“I firmly believe that if Dan
hadn't come down here that
morning, those two men
would not have gone to jail,”
says Hardee. “He stayed here
half the morning in his pajama
top, smoking, making sure
that they did everything right
so that the chain of evidence
would be preserved. And
when they were done and Dan
got ready to leave, he just
looked at me and said ‘You're
welcome.’”

Former Mayor Tony
Watkins remembers Judge
Causey as jurist who practiced
a kind of “tough love” from the
bench, doling out tough sen-
tences with the aim of steering
offenders onto the straight
and narrow.

“Judge Causey was a per-
son who meted out justice on
a regular basis and would
from time to time come
under criticism from those
who had come before him.
During my time on council
and while I was mayor I
never heard a complaint that
was well founded. I just think
that the complaints were
coming from some of the
people who went before him,
especially those who were
sentenced by him for offenses
they had committed. I always
said that it couldn’t be much
fun to go before Judge Dan

Causey. I know that in reality
he had a deep concern for
those who were repeat offend-
ers in the city’s judicial sys-
tem,” says Watkins. “Those
who knew Judge Causey knew
him to be a man of fairness
and integrity.”

Many more people shared
memories of Causey on the
Tribute Wall of the Kistler-
Hardee Funeral Home web-
site.

“Dan Causey gave me my
first job out of high school. He
was a great person and
employer who showed such
compassion for others. I have
many memories of the time I
was with his law firm. He
touched my life in so many
ways as he touched the lives of
all who had the honor of
knowing him. He will be
missed by so many! I send my
condolences to Nancy and
Daniel along with prayers for
God to bring comfort and
peace to your hearts,” wrote
Tammy Jones.

“I started my Law
Enforcement career in 1994
and Judge Causey was there
until 2017. This man taught
me so much in those 23 years
in the courtroom and outside
the courtroom. Never did he
NOT have time to discuss an
issue or give advice. He was
the BEST and he will be
missed. Rest well sir!” wrote
Capt. Michael Cooke,
Darlington Police
Department.

Daniel Beaufort Causey III
was born in Conway, but spent
much of his life in Darlington.

He graduated from The
Citadel in 1964, then served as
a lieutenant with the United
States Army, 31st Infantry
Regiment. While stationed in
South Korea following the
Korean War, Causey led patrol
missions along DMZ
(Demilitarized Zone) and
shared meals with Koreans liv-
ing on both sides of the bor-
der. 

Causey graduated law
school at the University of
South Carolina in 1971 and
moved to Darlington to work
with State Sen. James Pierce
“Spot” Mozingo III. He eventu-
ally opened his own law prac-
tice and was renowned for
working with clients from
every racial and socioeconom-
ic background.

In 1987, Causey was
appointed Municipal Court
Judge for the city of
Darlington – a position he held
for 30 years before retiring in
2017. 

Causey also led the St.
Matthew’s Church Youth
Group, and served as a Vestry
Member and Senior Warden of
the church. He is survived by
son Daniel B. Causey IV and
wife Nancy P. Causey.

Donations in honor of
Causey may be made to the St.
Matthew’s Church Choral
Fellowship by mail to P.O. Box
804, Darlington, SC 29540; or
to the American Lung
Association online at
http://action.lung.org/goto/
DanCausey.

Boyd
Continued from 1A

The city has the opportunity
to use already-issued bond
money to buy about $600,000
worth of land off Harry Byrd
Highway, about 1.25 miles
from Darlington Raceway,
which would be used for what
Recreation Director Lee
Andrews called a “recreational
complex.”

Throughout the council
meeting and on council’s agen-
da, this project was referred to
as “land for ballfields.” But
Andrews said it’s much more
than that. “We’re not just doing
ballfields, we’re doing some-
thing for everyone,” he said.
Possibilities for the recreation
complex remain to be worked
out.

But new softball and base-
ball fields will be a major part
of the project, Andrews said.
During an Oct. 1, 2019, council
meeting, Andrews told council:
“We’re playing on ballfields
that were built in the ’70s, the
’60s, with the same bathroom
facilities.”

After meeting in executive
session, council voted to enter
into an option with Olin B.
Kirven to buy 111 acres off
Harry Byrd Highway for rough-
ly $600,000, provided that the
final deal satisfies the council.
Council also voted to enter into
an option with Evans
Properties of the Carolinas to
buy about $50,000 worth of
land adjacent to the other tract.
A final deal on this property is
pending as well.

Although the land is not in
the city limits, annexation is
not necessary for the purchase,

city officials said.
Andrews said he was

pleased that council is moving
forward on these projects. “I
think we’re in a really good
spot (now),” he said. “We’re
trying to raise the quality of life
in Darlington. We’re trying to
put tax dollars to work for
everybody.”

No one has ever really been
against recreation, Andrews
said, but it generally has not
been at the top of the agenda.
But Boyd “is a gym owner, so
it’s natural for him” to focus on
these issues, Andrews said.

In other business:
-- Council received a clean

audit of the city’s books for the
fiscal year ending June 30,
2019. This also means the city
has eliminated its audit back-
log and is current again after
falling behind because of past
problems with the companies
handling the audits, officials
have said.

-- Council approved a deal
that will put $41,000 worth of
playground equipment at a
softball field the city owns on
Old Florence Highway. The
arrangement was originally
worked out by Boyd, before he
took office as mayor, and
Andrews. They were offered a
1-percent-interest loan by Pee
Dee Electric CEO Mike Fuller to
buy the playground equipment
while it was still on sale for
half-price. On Jan. 7, council
OK’d that loan plan.

-- Council asked for more
bids on replacing the failing
heating and air conditioning
systems at Harmon Baldwin
Gym and A.W. Stanley gym and
on replacing worn-out flooring
at those gyms.

-- Council voted to table a

proposal to move the
Darlington Chamber of
Commerce’s office from the
Public Square to the city’s
administrative building on
Pearl Street. Council members
wanted more information on
the idea. City Manager Howard
Garland told council the idea
first came up months ago,

when mold problems were
developing at the chamber’s
current location across from
the Courthouse. 

Someone suggested moving
the chamber’s office to the
administrative building, which
would put it in the same place
with Garland and city plan-
ner/Darlington Downtown

Revitalization Association
director Lisa Chalian-Rock.
Also, this would let the city use
hospitality-tax funds to
improve the administrative
building. 

But when council asked
chamber chief Harriet Hobbs to
talk about the proposal, Hobbs
said she couldn’t, because she

hadn’t been involved with any
discussions about it.
Councilman John Milling
pointed out there was nothing
solid enough right now for
council to vote on and moved to
table the issue until the city
could put together a report for
council to look at.

County
Continued from 1A

Council also approved
leasing a T-Hangar at the
County Airport to Gary
Morrison for $135 per month,
approved the 2020-2025
Darlington County Airport
Capital Improvement Plan,
and okayed the 2020
Schedule of Meetings for
County Council.

During citizens’ comments,
Agent in Charge Jack
Witherspoon of Darlington
County Probation, Pardons
and Parole thanked council
for recent improvements to
the PPP offices on Russell
Street in Darlington.
Witherspoon said that when
he took his post last May he
was “astonished” at the lax
security and noted that
offenders could freely walk
into and around the offices. 

He requested help from the
county and improvements
were made, including walling
off the lobby from the main
offices, installing detectors
and security lighting, and
putting up new sheetrock. As
a gesture of thanks,
Witherspoon presented each
council member with a PPP
challenge coin.

“We want to thank you for

everything you've done to
help us get a secure building,
and helping us continue to
keep the citizens safe in
Darlington County,” said
Witherspoon.

The next scheduled meet-
ing for Darlington County
Council will be Monday, Feb.
3, at 6 p.m. in the Courthouse
Annex at 1625 Harry Byrd
Highway in Darlington.
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Our sincerest appreciation to 
all of the medical professionals 

in Darlington for treating our 
residents like family!

Carolina Pines Regional Medical Center
CareSouth Carolina
Free Medical Clinic
Genesis Health Care

McLeod Health Urgent Care
McLeod Medical Center

MUSC Primary Care Darlington
Sound Solutions

Wilson Senior Care

2020 Schedule of Meetings
Darlington County Council

6 p.m.
Courthouse Annex/EMS Building

1625 Harry Byrd Highway (Highway 151)
Darlington, SC

www.darcosc.com

Tuesday, January 7th Monday, July 6th

Monday, February 3rd Monday, August 10th (1)

Monday, March 2nd Monday, September 14th (2)

Monday, April 6th Monday, October 5th

Monday, May 4th Monday, November 2nd

Monday, June 1st Monday, December 7th

(1) SC Association of Counties’ Annual Conference scheduled August 1-5, 2020
(2) First Monday in September is Labor Day Holiday

Joint Meetings
Darlington County’s Municipal Councils, County Council, 

Board of Education, & Legislative Delegation
6 p.m. / Location: TBA

Monday, March 30th - Town of Lamar/Host
Monday, June 29th - Town of Society Hill/Host
Monday, August 31st - City of Hartsville/Host

SCAC Conferences/Institute of Government Classes
Feb. 19-20, SCAC Mid-Year Conference/Institute, Columbia

Aug. 1-5, SCAC Institute & Annual Conference, Hilton Head Island
Oct. 21-22, SCAC County Council Coalition/Institute, Columbia

Special Meetings/Worksessions
Scheduled as needed

Upon request, assistance will be provided to accommodate the special needs of 
handicapped persons attending the meetings. Special assistance requests should be 

made to J. JaNet Bishop, Clerk to Council, at (843) 398-4100 seventy-two (72) hours 
prior to the meeting.

Serving The Grand Strand and Pee Dee area

NEW LOCATION:
4655-A Hwy.17 By-Pass, South, Myrtle Beach, S.C. 29577

Celebrating
20 Years!
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843-445-9921 • 800-NEXT-WINDOW
www.windowworldofmyrtlebeach.com

Re-elected Darlington City Council members Bryant Gardner, left, and John Milling are sworn in Jan. 7 by Darlington County Coroner Todd
Hardee, right. John Gardner helps hold the Bible. PHOTO BY BOBBY BRYANT

Jack Witherspoon PHOTO BY
SAMANTHA LYLES



Otis “Pete” Edwards

DARLINGTON – Otis “Pete”
Edwards, 87, passed away
Friday, Jan. 3, 2020. A memo-
rial service was held Saturday,
Jan. 11, at the Darlington
Moose Lodge, 1056 N.
Governor Williams Highway,
Darlington. 

Born in Darlington County
on June 11, 1932, Pete was the
son of the late Alec Edwards
and Margurite Gainey. He
served in the Army National
Guard Reserve for 10 years,
then worked for Tucker
Enterprise. 

Pete loved his community
and was involved in the con-
struction of the Darlington
Racetrack, was an avid
NASCAR fan, and was a mem-
ber of the Moose Lodge. He
was a generous and selfless
person who loved to help peo-
ple, and would often con-
tribute to St. Jude Children’s
Hospital. 

Surviving are his son, Otis
“Skip” (Luise) Edwards Jr. of
Orlando, Fla.; grandchildren,
Cheri, Crystal, Candice, and
Ashleigh Michelle; great-
grandchildren, Olivia Isaac,
Sofia Isaac, Morgan Edwards,
Miya Edwards, Jacob Edward
Forst, Colton James Forst,
Zachary Cullen Forst; and a
daughter-in-law, Cheryl
Edwards.

He was preceded in death
by his son, Mike Edwards; and
a daughter, Sonja Edwards. 

Memorials may be made to
St. Jude Children’s Hospital,
www.stjude.org.

A guestbook is available
online at www.belkfuneral-
home.com.

Sarah “Frankie”
Harrell

DARLINGTON – Sarah
“Frankie” Frances Jordan
Harrell, 84, passed away
Monday, Jan. 6, 2020. 

Funeral services were held
Wednesday in the chapel at
Belk Funeral Home with burial
at Philadelphia Southern
Methodist Church Cemetery. 

The family received friends
at the funeral home and other
times at the home of Ricky and

Janice Harrell, 132 Knotty Pine
Road, Darlington. 

Born Nov. 12, 1935, Frankie
was the daughter of the late
Charles Leslie Jordan and Mary
Odom Jordan. She will be
remembered for being a hard
worker, loved taking care of her
children and grandchildren,
and loved classic country
music. 

She attended Friends
Missions Church.

Surviving are her son,
George Richard “Ricky”
(Janice) Harrell Jr.; grandchil-
dren, George “Doodle” Kevin
(Tammy) Northcutt of
Hartsville, Mark Odom of
Michigan; great-grandchil-
dren, Bridgette Northcutt
(Bryan) Miller of Hartsville,
Todd Northcutt of the home;
great-great-grandchildren,
Natalia, Colby and Kaynin, and
Scarlet Miller soon to be born;
siblings, Carolyn Broach,
Charles W. “Sonny” Jordan,
both of Florida, Billie Rae
(Tommy) Jordan of Camden,
Wendy Faye Baker of Sumter;
son-in-law, Raleigh
Harrington. 

She was preceded in death
by her husband, George
Richard Harrell; daughter,
Debra Oliver Harrington; sis-
ters, Mary Lou Morrell, Rosie
Kennedy; brother, Maxie Lee
Jordan.

Memorials may be made to
Friends Missions Church, 1915
Harry Byrd Highway,
Darlington, SC 29532; or to
Indian Branch United
Methodist Church, PO Box 456,
Darlington, SC 29540.

A guestbook is available
online at www.belkfuneral-
home.com

Margaret Ann
Middleton

DARLINGTON – Margaret
Ann Middleton, 80, passed
away Wednesday, Jan. 8, 2020. 

Funeral services were
Sunday, Jan. 12, at Bethea
Baptist Community, directed by
Belk Funeral Home. 

The family received friends
in the Fellowship Hall. 

A graveside service was held
Monday at Florence National
Cemetery.

Margaret Ann Bradley
Middleton was born in Pine
Bluff, Ark., the daughter of the
late Thomas Eric Bradley Sr.
and Margaret Payne Bradley.

She always valued educa-
tion and the joy of learning.
She received her Bachelor of
Arts degree with Distinction
from Mississippi College,
Clinton, Miss., and her Master’s
of Education degree from
Francis Marion College.

When her husband, Edward
Middleton, became a Navy
chaplain, Mrs. Middleton
worked as board chairman of
Camp Pendleton, Calif., Pre-
Kindergarten School, president
of Chaplain Wives at Camp
Pendleton and Beaufort;
Director of Religious Education
for Seabee Chapel, Port
Hueneme, Calif., and president
of the Naval Officers Wives
Club, Beaufort.  

She served actively in the
military chapels, churches and
community.  

She was a gifted pianist who
could play by ear.  

Serving faithfully alongside
her husband, she was also a
musician for the services. 

Mrs. Middleton was an
English teacher at Oxford
(N.C.) Elementary School,
Millbrook (N.C.) Elementary
School, St. John’s High School
and Darlington High School.  

She received four awards to
write local history with her stu-
dents from Project REACH,
founded by the Rockefeller
Foundation, and was named a
National Endowment for the
Humanities Fellow. 

An active member of First
Baptist Church, Darlington,
Mrs. Middleton served on the
Church History Committee, in
the Eloise Smyre Circle and a
member of the Renny Johnson
Sunday School Class. 

A loving and dedicated
mother, Mrs. Middleton is sur-
vived by her sister-in-law
Donna Bradley of Southaven,
Miss., and her four children:
Beth Goodyear (Brett) of
Surfside Beach; Jerry
Middleton (Christina) of
Darlington; Susan Davis (Gary)
of Clinton; and Wendy Chico
(Leonardo) of New York City. 

She was a grandmother to

Morgan Goodyear, Hayes
Goodyear, Wyatt Goodyear,
Leigh Ann Middleton, Erica
McKensie Middleton, Carson
Edwards, Taylor Middleton,
Tyler Middleton, Austin
Gardner, Gray Gardner and
Gabrielle Gardner. 

Her faithful husband of 61
years, Edward Middleton, and
her brother Thomas Eric
Bradley, Jr.  (Donna) of
Southaven, Miss., preceded her
in death. 

A guestbook is available
online at www.belkfuneral-
home.com.

Wanda A. Williamson

DARLINGTON – Wanda
“Candy” Atkinson Williamson,
66, passed away Sunday, Jan.
12, 2020. A graveside service
was held Wednesday, Jan. 15,
at Darlington Memory
Gardens. The family received
friends Tuesday at Belk Funeral
Home.

Born April 7, 1953, Wanda
was the daughter of the late
Willie E. Atkinson and Rowena
Andrews Atkinson. She worked
as a Pharmacy Tech for CVS in
Darlington and Hartsville. She
was of the Baptist faith and
attended Mt. Elon Baptist
Church.

Surviving are her husband
of 37 years, F. Walker
Williamson Jr.; children,
William “Bill” Jarrell of
Spokane, Wash., Carey (Jack)
Hatchell of Timmonsville, Trey
(Amanda) Williamson of
Bishopville; a number of
grandchildren; sister, Shirley
(Jim) Bruner of South Port,
N.C.; brother, Scott (Kathy)
Atkinson of Hartsville; a very
close friend, Chrystal (John
Ervin) Caston of Hartsville; sis-
ters-in-law, Sylvia (Clyde)
Lane, Judy Blackmon, Rose
(Sidney) Howell, and Linda
(Jimmy) Yarborough.

Memorials may be made to
the National Kidney
Foundation, www.kidney.org.

A guestbook is available
online at www.belkfuneral-
home.com.

“Serving the communities of Darlington County for three generations”
• Traditional Funerals with a Personal Touch  • Funeral Pre-Planning  

• Immediate Cremation and Cremation with Memorial Service 
• Aftercare Services - Social Security, Probate,

V. A. Paper Work & Insurance Claims
229 W. Broad St., Darlington

843-393-2824
217 W. Main St., Lamar

843-326-5890
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FRIDAY DEADLINE FOR OBITUARIES
email ads@newsandpress.net
call (843) 393-3811 or fax (843) 393-6811.

Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps
what he sows. The one who sows to please his sinful nature,
from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to
please the Spirit will reap eternal life.

g ALATiANs  6:7-8

QUOTE

KISTLERHARDEE
FUNERAL HOME
& CREMATORY

“Darlington’s oldest
funeral home since 1922”

(843) 393-3851 | 315 Pearl Street, Darlington
www.kistlerhardeefuneralhome.com

obituaries

L i v i N g  o N  P u r P o s e

Considering 
the cost

By Bill h olland

When browsing in a book-
store, I’m sure certain titles
grab your attention and you
read the back cover because
you want to know more about
what the book is about. 

The same is true for most
people who research their
direction before they begin
traveling on a journey
because they want to know
more about where they are
going. 

Well, since this is a new
year, I want to ask some ques-
tions that are intended for us
to contemplate and decide if
this is a direction we dare to
take. My first question is: Are
we interested about drawing
closer to God? 

It would seem reasonable
to accept that individuals sen-
sitive about the spiritual
realm would understand that
God is the meaning and pur-
pose of life. You may have
guessed what the next ques-
tion is going to be; are we
ready to take the step of faith
toward God and commit to
becoming the person we were
created to be? 

This is the point where,
like those in the bookstore,
we decide to either purchase
the book or lay it down and
continue seeking. 

Most of us humans do not
like drastic change because
we do not want to let go of all
the things that we love, even
though many of them are bad
for us. However, we really
cannot afford to ignore our
destiny because avoiding
reality is like putting a Band-
Aid on a broken arm. 

The older we grow, the
more set in our ways we
become and to those who live
in a satisfied state of mind, it’s
very difficult to surrender our
will and become a brand new
person. 

This does not mean it’s
impossible for an old dog to
learn new tricks, it just means
that personal transformation
includes a certain amount of
sacrifice. It’s sobering to con-
sider that for many individu-
als who dwell in denial, the
cost of changing is more than
they are willing to pay. 

We realize that it’s pleas-
urable to hear devotions and
read books about how God
wants to continue blessing us
just like we are. When we
hear these words, it seems to
imply that we have nothing to
worry about and with no fur-
ther need to be shaped or
molded by the Potter. 

Our nature loves this type
of cozy message but unfortu-
nately it’s not true. As a minis-
ter and counselor, I often hear
people say they just want to
get their life together and be
happy and then they will
serve God, but this is putting
the cart before the horse. 

Spiritual peace and con-
tentment can only be found
when we fall in love with God

first. Others desire to be suc-
cessful and respected but
ignore the Lord.

It seems that mankind is
always looking to make some
type of deal or compromising
agreement with God but this
is not true covenant love.
We’ve heard about the over-
comers in the book of
Revelation, but who are they
and what does this mean?
Basically, I believe this is
referring to those who control
their flesh and resist the
devil. 

These are the individuals
who are focused on Christ
and love Him with all of their
mind, strength, and soul.
How determined are you and
I to be awakened from our
slumber? The answers to
these questions separate the
spectators from the participa-
tors. 

Imagine the adventurers
who boarded ships and sailed
away in search for a new
world. They waved goodbye
while leaving those who were
satisfied with mediocrity
standing on the shore. When
will we decide that it’s our
time to come aboard His ves-
sel of unlimited possibilities?
Will we remain the same or
will we seek and fulfill our
spiritual destiny? 

Similar to making a deci-
sion to diet and exercise, our
spiritual evolution has every-
thing to do with desire.
Impossible? Of course not!
Difficult? Absolutely! 

Charles Swindoll is quoted
as saying, “We all are faced
with a series of great oppor-
tunities brilliantly disguised
as impossible situations.” 

If we are not interested, we
will not succeed and it’s as
simple as that. Could today be
the day when you ask God to
begin a personal metamor-
phosis in your life? 

Salvation, deliverance,
forgiveness, and perfect
peace is only a prayer away.
Mark Twain is quoted as say-
ing, “Twenty years from now
you will be more disappoint-
ed by the things you didn’t do
than by the ones you did. So
throw off the bowlines. Sail
away from the safe harbor.
Catch the trade winds in your
sails. Explore. Dream.
Discover.”
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PLACE YOUR AD INPLACE YOUR AD IN 
97 S.C. NEWSPAPERS97 S.C. NEWSPAPERS

and reach more than 2.1 million readersand reach more than 2.1 million readers 
using our small space display ad networkusing our small space display ad network

South Carolina
Newspaper Network

Randall Savely 888.727.7377Randall Savely   888.727.7377
scnewspapernetwork.comscnewspapernetwork.com

Statewide or regional buys availableStatewide or regional buys available

Ch u r Ch  New s   
Please send your church news

and photos to: editor@newsand-
press.net

Mechanicsville
Baptist Church

2364 Cashua Ferry Rd.,
Darlington. 843-393-1029.

Sunday: 9:30 a.m.-Sunday
School; 10:30 a.m.-Worship

Service
4 p.m.-Prayer Closet; 5:30

p.m. Evening Worship Services
Monday: Monday Night

Ministry (MNM)-Youth
Fellowship & Meal

Wednesday: 10:30 a.m. -
Old Fashioned Chapel Service
& Fellowship Meal; 6:30 p.m. -
Small Group Bible Study (all

ages) and Youth Group
Meeting.

The Upper Room 
Holy Ghost Mission

Sunday morning worship is
at 11 a.m. Bible study

Thursday at 7 p.m. at 109

Main St. in Darlington. 

New pastor at
Cherry Grove church

Cherry Grove Missionary
Baptist Church of Darlington
invites you to celebrate the

installation of pastor-elect Rev.
M. Dewayne Mack on Feb. 15

at 7 p.m. at the SiMT Building,
Florence. Cost is $25 per adult,

$15 per youth 12 and under.
Contact Janice Floyd, 843-621-
7056; Brenda Goodson, 843-
393-0261; Rebecca Hudson,

843-601-5230 by Feb. 7.

Church Prayer Line
Anyone who needs prayer

is welcome to call Covenant
Baptist Church Prayer Line at

843-393-8555. 

St. Catherine's
Episcopal Church
3123 W. Palmetto St.,

Florence. Worship Time: 11
a.m. (4th Sunday 8:30 a.m.)
Sunday School:  9:45 a.m. 

Phone: 843-601-3672.

Lawson Grove 
Baptist Church

3585 Lawson Grove Rd.,
Hartsville. Sunday - Church

School at 9:45 a.m.; Worship
Service 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday.

Black Creek 
Baptist Church

The church, 139 Mont Clare
Road, Dovesville, announces
hours: Sunday: 10 a.m. Sunday
School, 11 a.m. Worship
Services and 6 p.m. Evening
Worship. Wednesday: 6:30
Adult Bible Study; Youth Bible
Study, Children (Children In
Action) 7:30 Adult Choir
Practice

Second Missionary
Baptist Church

Second Missionary Baptist
Church, 212 W. Washington
St., Hartsville, announces
hours. 8 a.m. early morning

worship service, 9 a.m. church
school service, 10 a.m. morn-
ing worship. 

Covenant 
Baptist Church

Covenant Baptist Church,
628 Pocket Road, announces

hours: Sunday: 10 a.m.
Sunday school, 11 a.m. Spoken

Word Service.   

Mt. Zion Tabernacle 
Ministries

Mt. Zion Tabernacle
Ministries, 426 W. Broad St. in
Darlington, announces hours:

1st/3rd Sunday Pastoral
Sunday: Sunday School at

9:30 a.m. 

The Lord Cares
Please continue to assist

The Lord Cares in caring for
those in need in the Darlington

area. T.L.C.’s food bank is at
201 Grove St. in Darlington. 



Alcoholics
Anonymous 

Alcoholics Anonymous will
hold an open meeting of big
book and traditions studies
weekly at 8 p.m. Monday

nights at Trinity UMC on Pearl
Street. Use Orange Street

entrance. Info: 843-395-6897.
Al-Anon is a fellowship of

adult relatives and friends of
alcoholics for mutual support.

Visitors are welcome.
Childcare is not available. Al-

Anon meetings: 
Thursdays at 8 p.m at the
Hartsville AA Hut, 310 S.

McFarland Street. Info: 843-
992-2981.

Al-Anon Meetings 
Al-Anon is a fellowship of

adult relatives and friends of
alcoholics for mutual support.

Visitors are welcome.
Childcare is not available. Al-

Anon meetings: 
Thursdays at 8 p.m at the
Hartsville AA Hut, 310 S.

McFarland Street. Info: 843-
992-2981.

Board of Zoning
Appeals

5:30 p.m. on Mondays on
an as-needed basis, coordinat-

ed through the Codes
Enforcement Office.

Business Network
International

BNI meets each Tuesday at
from 7:30-9 a.m. at Black
Creeks Art Council, 116 W
College Ave in Hartsville

Centennial 
Farmers Market
This market features fresh,

organic gourmet foods, free-
range eggs and homegrown,
healthy foods including home-
made breads and sweet treats
and as always, live music and

entertainment! Every
Thursday from 4 – 7 p.m.

Location: Corner of 5th St. and
Carolina Ave. in Hartsville.

Crochet & Knit
Clubs

Lamar: each Monday at
4:30 p.m. 326-5524 
Darlington: 2nd Friday of

the month 10 a.m. - noon 398-
4940

Hartsville: “The Stitchers”
group meets the 1st  & 3rd
Mondays and 2nd & 4th
Thursdays at 5 pm.

Darlington 
Elks Lodge 

Tuesdays: Swing/Shag
dance lessons, "New" line

dance lessons from 8-10 p.m.
Wednesdays: Karaoke from

8-10 p.m.
Thursdays: Bingo at 7:30

p.m.   
Darlington Elks Lodge is

located at 836 Timmonsville
Hwy. For more info: 843-393-

1451.

Darlington Library
Programs

Summer Reading Program,
Darlington Library, Tuesdays
at 10 a.m.

Family Movie - Thurs. at
4pm  

Accelerated Reader Testing,
Available ALL Summer

Potluck Club [What the
Fork?], Monthly Event, 4th
Wednesday at 5:30 pm, bring

one dish and feast on
many…theme changes month-
ly, call 843-398-4940 for more

information.

Darlington
Kiwanis Club

Every other Thursday at 1
p.m. at the Darlington

Country Club. Members often
come a little early for fellow-

ship.

Hartsville 
Kiwanis Club

Thursdays at 12:15 p.m. at
the Hartsville Country Club

Hartsville Lions
Club

Thursdays at 12:30 p.m. at
Mr. B's Restaurant

Hartsville 
Rotary Club

Tuesdays at 12:30 p.m. at
Hartsville Country Club

Paws to Read
Paws to Read is a literacy

program where emerging and
reluctant readers can create
positive emotional connec-
tions with reading. Therapy
Dogs International with their
trainers come for one-on-one
reading sessions on the first
Saturday and third Tuesday of
each month at 12:30 pm. and
3 p.m. respectively at the
Darlington Library Branch.

Pee Dee SCORE 
Pee Dee SCORE (Service

Corps of Retired Executives)
offers Free confidential coun-
seling to America's small busi-

ness, serving Darlington,
Florence and surrounding
areas. Existing and start-up
businesses can schedule an
appointment by calling the
Hartsville Chamber of

Commerce at 843-332-6401.

Story Time 
Darlington: Thursdays at

10 a.m. Info: 398-4940 ext.
305. 

Hartsville: Tuesdays at 10
a.m. Info: 332-5115 ext. 7.
Society Hill: Thursdays at

11:00 a.m.  Info: 378-0026�
Lamar: Thursdays at 11:30
a.m. Info: 326-5524   

American Legion
American Legion Post 13 of
Darlington meets second

Thursday of each month at the
Post on Harry Byrd Highway.

City of Darlington
Board of Zoning

Appeals
5:30 p.m. on Mondays on

an as-needed basis, coordinat-
ed through the Codes
Enforcement Office

Darlington Branch
NAACP

The Darlington Branch
NAACP meets on the second
Tuesday every month, 7 p.m.
at 109 Pearl St. For more,
please contact President

Anthony Hall at 843-229-1274.

City of Darlington
Design Review

Board
Meets on an as-needed

basis, coordinated through the
Codes Enforcement Office

Darlington County
Disabilities and

Special Needs Board
The Darlington County

Disabilities and Special Needs
Board will meet on the follow-
ing dates and times in 2019.
All meetings will begin at 2

p.m. The agenda and 
meeting location will be
posted monthly. 

Meetings: April 30, May 28,
June 25, July 30, Aug. 27,
Sept. 24, Oct. 29, Nov. 26.

No meeting in 
December.

Darlington County
First Steps

2nd Tuesday each month at
5:30 pm in the Chamber of

Commerce Boardroom, 214 N
5th St., Hartsville.

Darlington County
Historical
Commission
Meeting

Darlington County
Historical Commission meets

at 10 a.m. on the first
Thursday of each month at the
Darlington County Historical
Commission at 204 Hewitt

Street in Darlington.

Darlington Kiwanis
Club Board Meeting

The Board of Directors for
the Darlington Kiwanis Club
will meet at 6 p.m. on the sec-
ond Tuesday of the month at
Taki’s Diner or a board mem-

ber's home.

Darlington County
Humane Society
Board of Directors
Darlington County Humane
Society Board of Directors

meet at 6 p.m. on the second
Monday of each month at

Hartsville Memorial Library at
147 W. College Avenue in

Hartsville.

Darlington
Downtown

Development
Association Board
of Directors Meeting

The DDRA Board of
Directors will meet at City
Administration, 410 Pearl
Street, at 8 a.m. on the first
Tuesday of the month, except

in July and September.

Free Vision
Screenings
Free Medical Clinic of

Darlington County and the
Darlington Lions Club are

sponsoring free vision screen-
ings, third Wednesday of each

month, 1-4 p.m. at Free
Medical Clinic of Darlington
County, 203 Grove St. You do
not have to be an FMC patient.

Head Start
Darlington County Head

Start program policy council
meetings, fourth Monday of
each month, 5:30 p.m. at

Butler Head Start Center, 1103
S. 6th St., Hartsville.

Darlington County Community
Action Agency board meetings,
4th Thursday every month at
5:30 p.m., Butler Head Start

Center. 

Small Business
Professionals
Roundtable

These monthly Roundtable
sessions, held on the second
Tuesday of every month from

8-9 a.m. at the Greater
Hartsville Chamber of

Commerce, will give small
business professionals an
opportunity to explore best
practices for tackling day-to-
day issues and achieving long-
term business goals. The ses-

sions will be facilitated by
Coker University's Business
Administration Department

Chair Melinda Norris.

Veterans 
of Foreign Wars
The Darlington chapter of

Veterans of Foreign Wars, VFW
"GREY/FARROW" Post 3609,
meets the first Tuesday of each

month at 7 p.m. at Taki’s
Restaurant, 609 Pearl St. in

Darlington

Beautification Board
Wednesday, Jan. 15 at 5

p.m. at City Hall, 400 Pearl
Street, Darlington

Connections at
Breakfast - Habitat

for Humanity
Thursday, Jan. 16 at 7:30-9

a.m. at the Darlington County
Habitat for Humanity at 120
W. Washington Street in

Hartsville. Connections events
are held monthly. Chamber
members host these events in
their place of business so they

can promote their
products/services. Business
cards are also collected from
those in attendance and given
to the host at the end of the
event. Members who attend
have an opportunity to be
drawn to give a 60-second
infomercial about their busi-

ness.

Darlington County
Planning

Commission
Meeting

Tuesday, Jan. 21 at  9 a.m.
at City Hall, 400 Pearl Street,

Darlington

Darlington County
Historic Landmarks

Commission
Monday, Feb. 3 at 5:30 p.m.

at City Hall, 400 Pearl Street,
Darlington

Darlington 
County Council
Monday, Feb. 3 at 6 p.m. at
Courthouse Annex/EMS
Building, 1625 Harry Byrd
Highway (Highway 151),

Darlington

Williamson Park
Committee

Tuesday, Feb. 11 at 5:30
p.m. at Harmon Baldwin
Recreation Center, 300

Sanders Street, Darlington

Darlington City
Council

Tuesday, Feb. 11 at 6:30
p.m. at City Hall, 400 Pearl

Street, Darlington

City of Darlington
Beautification Board

Wednesday, Feb. 19 at 5
p.m. at City Hall, 400 Pearl

Street, Darlington

City of Darlington
Tree Board

Monday, Feb. 24 at 5:30
p.m. at City Hall, 400 Pearl

Street, Darlington

Inside GSSM
INSIDE GSSM is a day of imag-
ination, inspiration, innova-

tion, and fun for the the whole
family on Saturday, Feb. 29

from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. at the
South Carolina Governor’s

School for Science and
Mathematics in Hartsville.

Darlington 
County Council
Monday, March 2 at 6 p.m.

at Courthouse Annex/EMS
Building, 1625 Harry Byrd
Highway (Highway 151),

Darlington

Darlington City
Council

Tuesday, March 3 at 6:30
p.m. at City Hall, 400 Pearl

Street, Darlington

Williamson Park
Committee

Tuesday, March 10 at 5:30
p.m. at Harmon Baldwin
Recreation Center, 300

Sanders Street, Darlington

Speed & Feed 
BBQ Festival

It's back and better than
before! Our annual Speed and
Feed BBQ Festival has gotten
an upgrade (with a new Spring
date) and now has become a
two-day festival filled with live
music, a car cruise-in, enter-
tainment, amusement rides,

food trucks, and - the obvious -
a BBQ cook-off! Join us Friday,
March 13 and Saturday, March
14 at the Darlington Raceway.

City of Darlington
Beautification Board

Wednesday, March 18 at 5
p.m. at City Hall, 400 Pearl

Street, Darlington

Joint Meeting of All
City of Darlington

Boards
Thursday, March 19 at 6
p.m., scheduled by the
Planning Commission

Darlington 
County Council
Monday, April 6 at 6 p.m. at
Courthouse Annex/EMS
Building, 1625 Harry Byrd
Highway (Highway 151),

Darlington

Darlington City
Council

Tuesday, April 7 at 6:30
p.m. at City Hall, 400 Pearl

Street, Darlington

Williamson Park
Committee

Tuesday, April 14 at 5:30
p.m. at Harmon Baldwin
Recreation Center, 300

Sanders Street, Darlington

City of Darlington
Beautification

Board
Wednesday, April 15 at 5

p.m. at City Hall, 400 Pearl
Street, Darlington

Darlington County
Historic Landmarks

Commission
Monday, May 4 at 5:30 p.m.

at City Hall, 400 Pearl Street,
Darlington

Darlington 
County Council
Monday, May 4 at 6 p.m. at
Courthouse Annex/EMS
Building, 1625 Harry Byrd
Highway (Highway 151),

Darlington

If you have lost or found a pet, go online to www.darlingtonhumane.org and click on the
link Lost/ Found Pets. You will be directed to the www.thelostpets.comWeb site where
you can register your missing pet. 

You will be able to provide a detailed description of your missing pet, as well as attach a photo.
Upon registering your lost pet, an e-mail alert will be sent to the Darlington Shelter’s e-mail
address. This will allow the Shelter staff to recognize your lost pet should it arrive at the facility.

Have you lost or found a pet?
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Got kids?  I'm the pet for you!  Perfectly suited to care
for kids, my size, temperament and fun, unflappable
disposition make me a huge hit with the young ones.
Super friendly, affectionate and easy to manage,  I'm
generous with face kisses and tail wags. A skilled leash
walker and human hugger, I politely meet other dogs
and greatly enjoy their presence.  With little or no inter-
est in toys, kids can count on me to keep them enter-
tained and they in turn can entertain me simply by
being near me and by my side. A spry and bouncy fel-
low, I'm very gentle natured and never too pushy or
overbearing in my approach to others. When we meet, I
think you'll agree I'm super appealing inside and out!

Ask for Gilbert today, won't you? 32 pounds; 4 years old; terrier mix
Big boy with an equally big personality! If bigger is better in your world, than Jake is the

pet for you. Not for the faint of heart,  Jake is fun, super
friendly, athletic and energy central. The perfect pet for
a home with other dogs who love to run and play and
wrestle and share their love with great gusto, Jake
would love to meet you should you have this type of
void in your home. A curious mix of Great Dane and
birding dog,  Jake has never met a stranger and is a non-
stop smiler and tail wagger.  Jake is a big fellow with a
big presence who creates fun wherever he is and leaves
no stone unturned. It's easy to check your troubles at
the front of our exercise pen the minute you step in and
see Jake running over to say "hi." He's a stress-reliever
and spreader of huge doggy affection. 63 pounds; male
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EXTENDED HOURS 8 A.M. TO 10 P.M. 
ON SATURDAY 18 AND SUNDAY 19

SATURDAY, JAN. 18 
THROUGH MONDAY, 
JAN. 20, 2020 ONLY!

FRIENDS
FAMILY

&

*Promotional offer valid on pre-tax purchases from Big Lots stores and biglots.com only. 
Limit one coupon per customer, per transaction. Offer does not apply to shipping charges, 
BIG! Delivery charges, previous transactions, price holds, non-purchases such as rentals, 
deposits, or charitable donations, nor purchases of milk, other dairy, eggs, or gift cards. 
Can be combined with Big Rewards, but not with any other offer, coupon, discount, or 
associate discount. Value is forfeited if item is returned. By attempting to redeem this offer, 
user unconditionally agrees that all decisions by Big Lots are �nal regarding interpretation, 
fact, and procedure. Valid only on goods in stock (including special orders). Void where 
prohibited. No cash value or cash back. Coupon may not be sold. Offer valid in stores 
1/18/20 to 1/20/20 open-close, and online from 12:00am 1/18/20 to 8:59am 1/21/20. 
All times are ET. Sunday early open excludes Saraland, AL.
In Paramus, NJ, Sunday offer is valid only online.

NOW ALSO BUY ONLINE! Discount Automatically Applied at Checkout.

PRESENT THIS COUPON IN STORE OR USE ONLINE

YOUR ENTIRE 
 PURCHASE*

FRIENDS FAMILY&

Hartsville High students Mac Waldrop, Eric Brown Jr., Justin Abraham and Kevon Haigler all signed let-
ters of intent Jan. 8 to play collegiate athletics next season.

Hartsville High’s Mac Waldrop will play tennis next year for the University of South Carolina – Sumter. He
signed a letter of intent Jan. 8.

Hartsville High’s Justin Abraham will play football next year for Georgia State University. He signed a let-
ter of intent Jan. 8.

Hartsville High’s Eric Brown Jr. will play football next year for South Carolina State University. He
signed a letter of intent Jan. 8.

Hartsville High’s Kevon Haigler will play football next year for Appalachian State University. He signed
a letter of intent Jan. 8.

  

Four student-athletes from
Hartsville High School will
play collegiate athletics next
season after signing letters of
intent last Wednesday. 

The signing ceremony took
place inside of the Hartsville
High Arena in front of the
school’s student body, admin-
istration, family and coaches. 

Kevon Haigler signed with
Appalachian State University
to play football. 

Justin Abraham will play
football for Georgia State

University.
Eric Brown Jr. will head to

South Carolina State
University to play football. 

Mac Waldrop will join the

tennis team at the University
of South Carolina – Sumter. 

This marked the second
signing ceremony for student-
athletes this year at Hartsville

High School. 

A third and final signing

will take place in May.

Four HHS student-athletes sign letters of intent

Diet and exercise are each
vital components of a healthy
lifestyle. While these compo-
nents tend to be looked at sepa-
rately, diet and exercise are
actually interconnected.

According to the American
College of Sports Medicine,
adequate food and fluid should
be consumed before, during
and after exercise. Following
that advice can help men and
women maintain their blood
glucose concentration during
exercise, which allows them to
maximize their performance
and improves their recovery
time.

Some people understand-
ably may feel that eating before
exercising seems counterintu-
itive, as food may contribute to
feelings of sluggishness that
would make it hard to maxi-
mize a workout. But what peo-
ple eat, and drink, prior to
working out is important, as
the right foods can make a pos-
itive impact while the wrong
foods can have the opposite
effect.

The American Heart
Association and the ACSM rec-

ommend hydrating with water
prior to working out. The
ACSM recommends drinking
between two and three cups of
water two to three hours before
exercising. Adults accustomed
to working out in the early
morning can try to wake up
earlier so they can give their
bodies time to hydrate before
they begin exercising. It’s also
important to continue hydrat-
ing during a workout, as the
ACSM recommends drinking
between 1⁄2 and one cup of
water every 15 to 20 minutes
during a workout (amounts
can be adjusted based on vari-
ables such as the weather and
individuals’ body sizes). After a
workout, the ACSM recom-
mends drinking two to three
cups of water for every pound
lost during the exercise session. 

Food also plays a vital role in
maximizing a workout and
improving recovery time. The
AHA recommends fueling up
on healthy carbohydrates, such
as whole-grain cereals, whole-
wheat toast or low-fat or fat-
free yogurt, two hours before
exercising. Doing so might pose

a problem for early morning
exercise enthusiasts, and in
such instances the AHA advises
eating a piece of fruit such as an
apple or banana five to 10 min-
utes before beginning a work-
out. Avoid saturated fats and a
lot of healthy protein prior to
working out, as it takes longer
for these fuels to digest in the
stomach. Until foods are digest-
ed, muscles may not get all of
the oxygen and energy-deliver-
ing blood they need during a
workout, so it’s best to stick
with foods that the body can
digest more quickly.

The Mayo Clinic notes that
it’s also important to make food
a part of your post-workout
routine. Eating a post-workout
meal that contains both carbo-
hydrates and protein can aid
muscle recovery and replace
glycogen stores that help
increase energy levels after
working out.

The most effective way to
exercise involves healthy foods,
which can improve perform-
ance and lead to quicker post-
workout recovery.

The relationship 
between eating and exercise
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Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)

From Staff Reports

The bloodhound puppies
donated to the Darlington
County Sheriff’s Office final-
ly have names.

Darlington County Sheriff
Tony Chavis announced
Friday that the puppies will
be called Smokey and Bandit
– the names that appeared to

be leading the pack among
residents casting Facebook
votes.

The puppies will help
“rescue children and find
bad guys.”

Other names considered
for the puppies were Cash,
Sully, Scout, Major, Colt,
Ruger, Thor and Xander.

Bloodhound 
puppies 

sniff out names

Officials including state Sen. Gerald Malloy (at podium) and state Rep. Robert Williams met Jan. 6 at the Darlington County Water and Sewer
Authority’s administrative offices to celebrate the prospect of clean drinking water for residents living near Society Hill. The citizens’ current
water supply is furnished by wells that yield a high iron content. The water is safe to drink, but is not clear to look at and discolors light-col-
ored clothing when washed. The community began the quest for clean drinking water 15 years ago. A breakthrough came when Malloy was
able to secure $300,000 from the state General Appropriations Bill. Total project cost is $499,858, with the Water and Sewer Authority funding
$199,858. The project is to be completed in February. PHOTO BY BOBBY BRYANT

 Ingredients:

1 frozen deep-dish pie crust
1 tbsp spicy brown mustard
2 lbs. tomatoes, thinly

sliced
1 sweet onion, sliced thinly

and sauteed slightly
1/2 cup mayonnaise
1 cup shredded cheddar

cheese
1/2 cup Parmesan cheese,

grated
1/4 cup fresh basil,

chopped
1 tsp dried oregano
1 tsp dried dill weed
salt and pepper

Directions:

1. Wash, peel, and slice the
tomatoes. Lay the slices on 2
sheets of paper towel. Sprinkle
the slices with salt and allow
them to drain for at least 15
minutes. Take another sheet of

paper towel and dab any mois-
ture from the top of the slices.
This step is very important
because you will end up with a
soggy pie if you don't!

2. Preheat oven to 350
degrees. Poke a few holes in
the bottom and sides of the pie
crust. Bake for 10 minutes.
Remove pie crust from the
oven.

3. Spread 1 tablespoon of
mustard in the bottom of the
pie crust. 

4. Layer the tomato slices in
the pie crust and season with
salt, pepper, fresh basil, and
dried oregano.

5. Place the onion slices on
top of the tomato slices.

6. Mix together the cheese,
the mayonnaise, and the dried
dill weed.

7. Spread the cheese mix-
ture on top of the tomatoes
and onions.

8. Bake at 350 degrees for

25 minutes or until the top is
lightly golden.

9. Let the pie rest for about
15 minutes before slicing.

Serve warm.
See more from Jane

Windham at cottageatthecross-
roads.com.

Jane Windham’s Fresh Tomato Pie

Nutritious diets and rou-
tine exercise are two hall-
marks of a healthy lifestyle.
Combining the two can lower
people’s risk for various dis-
eases and contribute to a high
quality of life. But food and
physical activity are not the
only things people should do
to improve their chances of
living long, healthy lives.

Preventive care is impor-
tant. One of the most effec-
tive principles of preventive
care is to schedule an annual
checkup with a physician.
According to the Centers for
Disease Control and
Prevention, routine health
exams and tests can find
problems before they start.
During annual check-ups,
doctors may notice some red
flags, such as high choles-
terol, that men and women
won’t detect on their own.
These warning signs could be
increasing people’s risk for
disease and/or discomfort.
Many of these red flags are
undetectable without proper
screenings, which is why
annual checkups are integral
to maintaining one’s health.

Annual checkups also
serve as a great time for
adults to be screened for cer-
tain cancers. The American
Cancer Society notes that
cancer screenings are used to
find cancer before a person
develops symptoms. That’s a

vital benefit of annual check-
ups, as cancers caught in their
early stages are more easily
treated. In addition, catching
cancer before it has metasta-
sized greatly improves
patients’ prognosis.

Another reason to sched-
ule annual checkups is that
they make perfect opportuni-
ties for patients to discuss
their family histories with
their physicians. This is espe-
cially important for adults
over 40, as age and family his-
tory are significant risk fac-
tors for a host of conditions
and diseases. Men and
women concerned about con-
ditions and diseases that their
family members have had can
discuss those concerns with
their physicians during their
annual checkups. Physicians
can then recommend ways
for patients to balance their
risk, calming patients’ con-
cerns and giving them a road
map to reduce their risk for
conditions and diseases that
seem to run in their families.

Annual checkups are as
vital a component of a
healthy lifestyle as nutritious
diets and routine exercise. By
scheduling annual checkups
with their physicians, adults
can closely monitor their
overall health and potentially
uncover issues before they
escalate into major health
risks.

Why annual checkups
are so important



Darlington County Sheriff
Tony Chavis has announced the
assignment of a deputy to serve
as school resource officer for
the Darlington County Institute
of Technology. Previously,
DCIT did not have an SRO des-
ignated to it and shared one
with Darlington Middle School. 

Deputy Matt Walters has
been assigned to DCIT. Walters
has over 19 years of law
enforcement experience. Most
recently, Walters served as a
corporal in the Patrol Division
at the Sheriff’s Office. 

Walters was certified as a
school resource officer in 2016. 

“There is nothing more
important to me than the safety
and security of our children,”
said Chavis. “Adding an addi-
tional deputy to this large cam-
pus ensures we are providing a
law enforcement presence that
is necessary to protect the chil-
dren and teachers.” 

“As we continue to focus on
the security and safety of our
students, we are very pleased
to be able to partner with the
Darlington County Sheriff’s
Office to provide a school
resource officer to the
Darlington County Institute of
Technology,” said Darlington
County School District
Superintendent Tim Newman.
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WORD SEARCH

CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1. Recurring TV
show
7. Throws out
13. Iberian
Peninsula
microstate
14. Gossip
16. Atomic #20
17. Ivy League insti-
tution
19. Of I
20. “He Is __!”:
Scripture excerpt
22. Musical genre
23. Heavy cavalry
sword
25. Ancient
Olympic Site
26. Satisfies
28. Popular flower
29. Shared services
center
30. Drain
31. A way to attack
33. Urban Transit
Authority
34. Spiritual leader
36. Postponed
38. N. American
plant with edible
purple-black berries
40. Gazes unpleas-
antly
41. Gets up
43. Capital of
Ukraine
44. Returned mate-
rial authorization
(abbr.)
45. Golf score
47. Superhigh fre-
quency
48. Swiss river
51. Felons
53. Succulent

plants
55. Soluble ribonu-
cleic acid
56. Deliberately set-
ting fire to
58. Infamous singer
Zadora
59. Anwar __,
Egyptian statesman
60. Influential
sports mag
61. Aromatic
Mediterranean
plant
64. Sixth note of a
major scale
65. Unit of explo-
sive power
67. Large watertight
chamber
69. Popular street
70. A way of water-
ing

DOWN
1. Mollusks
2. -__, denotes past
3. Anchor ropes
4. Large Middle
Eastern country
5. To make a mis-
take
6. Ancient gover-
nor
7. Extents
8. Chinese sur-
name
9. NYC subway
“residents”
10. Essential oil
used as perfume
11. A way to treat
injuries (abbr.)
12. Session
13. Units of land
areas

15. Goes over once
more
18. Where wrestlers
work
21. Italian islanders
24. Avenue
26. __ Adams, U.S.
President
27. Rest with legs
bent
30. Type of flour
32. The Golden
State (abbr.)
35. More (Spanish)
37. Stinging,
winged insect
38. The use of irony
to mock
39. Arsenals
42. Pouch
43. 22nd letter of
the Greek alphabet
46. Violent seizure
of property
47. Restrict
49. Something
comparable to
another
50. Punishment
device made from
stems
52. Soul and calyp-
so songs
54. Formerly OSS
55. Athabaskan lan-
guage
57. __ bene:
observe carefully
59. Six (Spanish)
62. Read-only
memory
63. Chinese philo-
sophical principle
66. American con-
glomerate
68. Tin

Answers on 12

ADVISE
ATTITUDE
CREATIVITY
EDUCATOR
EXPERI-
ENCE
EXPERT

FEEDBACK
GUIDANCE
INTERN
LEARNING
LESSONS
LISTENER
MENTOR-

ING
NOVICE
PEER
PERFORM-
ANCE
PROBLEMS
PROTEGE

RELATION-
SHIP
RESEARCH
SOLUTIONS
SPECIALIST
TEACHER
TRAINS

SCPublicNotices.com
Public notices from virtually all S.C. 

newspapers are now available online 
in one convenient location.

Search public notice ads 
from this newspaper at 

This service is provided by S.C. newspapers at no cost to taxpayers. 

The Darlington County
School District’s Teacher
Forum has announced the
Teacher Feature winners for
January. 

The program recognizes one
teacher from each school to
honor excellence in education.
Teacher Feature is coordinated
by the district’s Teacher Forum,
which is comprised of each
school’s Teacher of the Year. 

The purpose of the Teacher
Forum is to foster professional
growth and teacher leader-
ship.� The Teacher Feature pro-
gram is sponsored by Better
Homes and Gardens Segars

Realty. 
Honorees receive free meals

at local restaurants and recog-
nition in their schools.� The
January honorees are:

Samuel Fulmore,
Brockington Elementary
Magnet School

Jennifer Greene, Brunson-
Dargan Elementary School

Jhemar Sabido, Cain
Elementary School

Mary Lesley, Carolina
Elementary School

Latrica Jackson, Darlington
County Institute of Technology

Sophia Alfred-Swamidoss,

Darlington County
Intervention School

Jennifer Dixon-Hooks,
Darlington High School

Brandi Phillips, Hartsville
High School

Heather Steen, Hartsville
Middle School

Joshua Rogers, Lamar High
School

Jill Knight, Mayo High
School for Math, Science and
Technology

Carol Freeman, North
Hartsville Elementary School

Kristel Gooding-Croyle, Pate
Elementary School

Sharhonda Elmore-Rivers,

Rosenwald Elementary/Middle
School

Maureen Brown, Southside
Early Childhood Center

Kirby Hall, Spaulding
Elementary School

Nicole McCary, Spaulding
Middle School

Niddreta Johnson, St. John’s
Elementary School

Kathryn Charleston,
Thornwell School for the Arts

Nicole Barefoot,
Washington Street Elementary
School

Amber Gainey, West
Hartsville Elementary School

DCSD announces 
January Teacher Feature winners

Marcie Blackwell, Patricia Boatwright and Joyce Adams (not pictured in order) were the lucky winners of $100 cash prizes for shopping in

Darlington during the holidays, courtesy of the Darlington Downtown Revitalization Association (DDRA). The contest encourages people to

shop in Darlington this holiday season. Between Thanksgiving and Christmas, people were asked to shop at five different Darlington business-

es, mail the DDRA copies of those receipts with an entry form, and then they would be entered into the drawing.

The annual march honoring
Martin Luther King Jr. Day is
planned in Lamar for Jan. 20.

The march will begin at 9
a.m. at Bethany Baptist
Church, 205 West Pearl St.,
Lamar. Keynote speaker is the
Honorable Cheveron Scott. 

The event is open to the
public. 

In the event of inclement
weather the march will be can-
celed. 

For more information call
Tim Dargan, 843-861-5682.

MLK Day march
planned in Lamar

DCIT gets resource officer
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Two armed, masked men

robbed the Waffle House on

Highway 52 in Darlington early

Sunday, police said.

At about 3 a.m., the men

entered the business and

demanded money from the

employees, said Darlington

Police Department Capt.

Kimberly Nelson.

Surveillance video showed at

least two customers sitting at the

counter when the robbers

entered. No one was hurt,

Nelson said.

If you have any information

you are asked to contact the

Darlington Police Department at

843-398-4026.

Armed,
masked
men rob
Waffle
House

By Rick Brundrett
The Nerve

Although nearly $1 billion
has been collected since the
state gas-tax-hike law went into
effect more than two years ago,
the S.C. Department of
Transportation has completed
less than 20 percent of identi-
fied paving projects statewide
with those funds, newly
released agency records show.

The Nerve’s latest review
found that of a total 1,967 list-
ed “pavements” projects in the
state’s 46 counties, 317, or 16.1
percent, had been completed
through Nov. 30. Eight counties
had completion rates of less
than 10 percent, including the
larger counties of Lexington
(7.8 percent), Richland (7.5
percent) and Charleston, which
ranked at the bottom at 2.04
percent.

Only one county – Saluda –
had reached the 50 percent
completion mark over the 29-
month period, while more than
half of the counties had com-
pletion rates of less than 20
percent, The Nerve’s review
found. 

The total number of listed

“pavements” projects in South
Carolina ranged from 16 in
Saluda County to 126 in
Orangeburg County.

Yet during the same period,
the state collected $963.5 mil-
lion in total revenues under the
gas-tax-hike law – $124 million
more than the estimated cost of
all identified paving projects
statewide, and which repre-
sented nearly 79 percent of the
overall $1.2 billion in project
“commitments.”

As of Nov. 30, a special fund
created with the gas-tax-hike
law had a cash balance of
$464.3 million, which repre-
sented about 48.2 percent of
total collected revenues,
according to DOT and state
comptroller general records.

In passing the law, which
raised the state gas tax 12 cents
per gallon over six years and
increased other vehicle taxes
and fees, lawmakers promised
that the money would go
toward fixing deteriorating
roads and bridges in their con-
stituents’ communities. DOT
has said 80 percent of the
state’s approximately 42,000
miles of roads needs repaving

or rebuilding, and identified
465 out of 750 “structurally
deficient” bridges to be
replaced.

DOT plans to complete
about 2,300 miles of road
repairs by the end of next year,
though as The Nerve has previ-
ously reported, that number
represents less than 7 percent
of the approximately 33,600
miles of state roads that the
agency has designated to be
resurfaced or rebuilt. Under its
10-year plan, DOT aims to
bring about 16,800 miles of
state roads up to a “good” rat-
ing.

The Nerve’s latest review
found that of 2,985 miles of
identified “pavements” projects
statewide, 711 miles, or about
24 percent, had been complet-
ed through Nov. 30 with gas-
tax-hike funds. The lengths of
completed projects ranged
from a 19.3-mile stretch of S.C.
125 in Allendale County to a
0.002-mile section of U.S. 501
in Marion County, according to
DOT records.

Despite lawmakers’ promis-
es to repair bad roads and
bridges with gas-tax-hike

money, DOT has designated
$247.2 million, or 20.2 percent,
of the total $1.2 billion in proj-
ect “commitments” for inter-
state widenings. The agency
began to more clearly acknowl-
edge those plans following a
January 2019 Nerve story.

In October, a state Senate
panel, called the “Special
Interstate Subcommittee,” held
its first public meeting to dis-
cuss accelerating interstate
expansion. The panel was cre-
ated by longtime Sen. Hugh
Leatherman, R-Florence, who
is chairman of the budget-writ-
ing Senate Finance Committee
and a member of the State
Transportation Infrastructure
Bank (STIB) board, which over
the years funneled several bil-
lion dollars to large construc-
tion projects in select counties.

The South Carolina Policy
Council, the parent organiza-
tion of The Nerve, has contend-
ed the gas-tax-hike law, which
took effect July 1, 2017, was
written in a way to allow DOT
to divert revenues to the STIB
to pay off bond debts.

Following is a breakdown of
the total number of identified

“pavements” projects, with the
number of completed projects
in parentheses, by county as of
Nov. 30, according to DOT
records:

Abbeville: 49 (9)
Aiken: 117 (8)
Allendale: 27 (4)
Anderson: 76 (13)
Bamberg: 44 (6)
Barnwell: 47 (6)
Beaufort: 38 (5)
Berkeley: 49 (7)
Calhoun: 42 (3)
Charleston: 98 (2)
Cherokee: 18 (6)
Chester: 21 (9)
Chesterfield: 47 (4)
Clarendon: 36 (8)
Colleton: 26 (8)
Darlington: 29 (5)
Dillon: 24 (9)
Dorchester: 47 (14)
Edgefield: 27 (11)
Fairfield: 20 (4)
Florence: 52 (8)
Georgetown: 36 (6)
Greenville: 44 (7)
Greenwood: 63 (11)
Hampton: 56 (3)
Horry: 48 (6)
Jasper: 27 (7)
Kershaw: 24 (6)

Lancaster: 29 (4)
Laurens: 32 (7)
Lee: 17 (3)
Lexington: 76 (6)
Marion: 17 (7)
Marlboro: 23 (5)
McCormick: 21 (9)
Newberry: 32 (7)
Oconee: 34 (5)
Orangeburg: 126 (4)
Pickens: 41 (7)
Richland: 106 (8)
Saluda: 16 (8)
Spartanburg: 48 (10)
Sumter: 23 (10)
Union: 18 (8)
Williamsburg: 29 (7)
York: 47 (7)

Brundrett is the news editor
of The Nerve
(www.thenerve.org). Contact
him at 803-254-4411 or
rick@thenerve.org. Follow him
on Twitter @RickBrundrett.
Follow The Nerve on Facebook
and Twitter @thenervesc.

Hundreds of unfinished paving projects 
in S.C. despite huge gas-tax-hike surplus

Goals can be a motivating
force that help people realize
their full potential. When it
comes to personal fitness,
goals are often an essential
component of getting healthy.

Achieving fitness-related
goals is not always so easy. A
2018 survey from Cision and
Varo Money found that 45 per-
cent of respondents resolved
to lose weight or get in shape
in 2018. Many of those people
made those efforts part of
their New Year’s resolutions,
which various studies have
found have a high failure rate.
In fact, one 2015 report from
U.S. News indicated that 80
percent of New Year’s resolu-
tions don’t survive to see the
second week of February.

Fortunately, there are ways
to clear the hurdles required to
make significant lifestyle
changes, particularly those
associated with physical fit-
ness. Whether they’re looking
to lose weight, improve their
overall health and/or simply
hoping to look better in the
mirror, many people find
working with personal trainers
is a good way to get on track
and stay on track. People on
the fence about hiring person-
al trainers can consider these
benefits to working with these
highly trained fitness profes-
sionals.

• Knowledge: Gyms often
require their personal trainers
to earn their personal training
certifications, and many uni-
versities now even partner
with specific certification pro-

grams so people who want to
become personal trainers can
earn both their degrees and
their certifications.
Knowledgeable, certified per-
sonal trainers can help their
clients tailor their workouts
around clients’ individual
goals. After meeting with a
client and learning about the
client’s goals, trainers can
design workout regimens spe-
cific to the individual. That
personalization is not possible
for people who design their
workout regimens around gen-
eralized advice they find
online or elsewhere.

• Motivation: Personal
trainers also can provide the
motivation their clients need
to keep going. That’s valuable
for anyone, but especially for
people new to exercise of those
who haven’t been physically
active for some time. Trainers
can motivate clients to finish
sets when weightlifting, but
also track clients’ progress
between workouts. When
delivered by a trained fitness
professional, such progress
reports can motivate people to
keep working, especially dur-
ing those times when they
might be questioning their
commitments to exercising.

• Variety: Many people quit
working out due to something
often referred to as “exercise
boredom.” That’s the boredom
that can set it when people
perform the same exercise rou-
tine for weeks, months or even
years at a time. Personal train-
ers can use their experience to

create exercise regimens that
change often enough to pre-
vent exercise boredom from
settling in.

• Avoid injury: Perhaps the
biggest benefit to working
with a personal trainer is that

doing so can reduce risk for
injury. Personal trainers know
the appropriate ways to use
exercise machines and watch
their clients closely to ensure
their form is always correct
during a workout. Poor form

or misuse of machines can lead
to injuries that can quickly
derail fitness goals.

Personal trainers can be
invaluable assets for people
looking to get or stay healthy.

The benefits of working with personal trainers



NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
OF ESTATES

All persons having claims
against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which
is Room 208 Courthouse,
One Public Square,
Darlington, SC 29532, within
eight(8) months after the
date of the  first publication
of this Notice to Creditors or
within one (1) year from
date of death, whichever is
earlier (SCPC 62-3-801, et
seq.), or such persons shall
be forever barred as to their
claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the
prescribed form (FORM
#371ES) indicating the
name and the address of the
claimant, the basis of the
claim, the amount claimed,
the date when the claim will
become due, the nature of
any uncertainty as to the
claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: Ernest Paul Gainey,
Sr.
Date of Death: 7/28/2019
Case No: 2019ES1600485
Personal Representative:
Samantha Jones
Address: 308 Kenwood
Avenue, Hartsville, SC 29550
(25p3 leave in thru 1-15-20)
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

OF ESTATES
All persons having claims
against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which
is Room 208 Courthouse,
One Public Square,
Darlington, SC 29532, within
eight(8) months after the
date of the  first publication
of this Notice to Creditors or
within one (1) year from
date of death, whichever is
earlier (SCPC 62-3-801, et
seq.), or such persons shall
be forever barred as to their
claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the
prescribed form (FORM
#371ES) indicating the
name and the address of the
claimant, the basis of the
claim, the amount claimed,
the date when the claim will
become due, the nature of
any uncertainty as to the
claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: John Aaron Beasley,
Jr.
Date of Death: 12/11/2019
Case No: 2019ES1600599
Personal Representative:
Betty B. Williams
Address: 416 Oakdale Drive,
Hartsville, SC 29550
(26p3 leave in thru 1-22-20)
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

OF ESTATES
All persons having claims
against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which
is Room 208 Courthouse,
One Public Square,
Darlington, SC 29532, within
eight(8) months after the
date of the  first publication
of this Notice to Creditors or
within one (1) year from
date of death, whichever is
earlier (SCPC 62-3-801, et
seq.), or such persons shall
be forever barred as to their
claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the
prescribed form (FORM
#371ES) indicating the
name and the address of the
claimant, the basis of the
claim, the amount claimed,
the date when the claim will
become due, the nature of
any uncertainty as to the
claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: William B. McCown,
III
Date of Death: 12/6/2019
Case No: 2020ES16-00003
Personal Representative:
Henry M. Funderburk, III
Address: 211 Green Drive,
Darlington, SC 29532
Attorney: Albert L. James, III
Address: P.O. Box 507,
Darlington, SC 29540
(26c3 leave in thru 1-22-20)
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

OF ESTATES
All persons having claims
against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which
is Room 208 Courthouse,
One Public Square,
Darlington, SC 29532, within
eight(8) months after the
date of the  first publication
of this Notice to Creditors or
within one (1) year from
date of death, whichever is
earlier (SCPC 62-3-801, et
seq.), or such persons shall
be forever barred as to their
claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the
prescribed form (FORM
#371ES) indicating the
name and the address of the
claimant, the basis of the
claim, the amount claimed,
the date when the claim will
become due, the nature of
any uncertainty as to the
claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: Johnny Junior Suggs
Date of Death: 6/23/2019
Case No: 2020ES1600004
Personal Representative:
Wallace Lee Suggs
Address: 701 Wagon Road,
Darlington, SC 29532
(26p3 leave in thru 1-22-20)
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

OF ESTATES
All persons having claims
against the following estates

MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which
is Room 208 Courthouse,
One Public Square,
Darlington, SC 29532, within
eight(8) months after the
date of the  first publication
of this Notice to Creditors or
within one (1) year from
date of death, whichever is
earlier (SCPC 62-3-801, et
seq.), or such persons shall
be forever barred as to their
claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the
prescribed form (FORM
#371ES) indicating the
name and the address of the
claimant, the basis of the
claim, the amount claimed,
the date when the claim will
become due, the nature of
any uncertainty as to the
claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: Frances G. Ward
Date of Death: 12/2/2019
Case No: 2019ES16-595
Personal Representative: J.
Ronald Ware
Address: 111 Alabama Drive,
Darlington, SC 29532
Attorney: John Jay James, II
Address: PO Box 507,
Darlington, SC 29540
(26c3 leave in thru 1-22-20)
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

OF ESTATES
All persons having claims
against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which
is Room 208 Courthouse,
One Public Square,
Darlington, SC 29532, within
eight(8) months after the
date of the  first publication
of this Notice to Creditors or
within one (1) year from
date of death, whichever is
earlier (SCPC 62-3-801, et
seq.), or such persons shall
be forever barred as to their
claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the
prescribed form (FORM
#371ES) indicating the
name and the address of the
claimant, the basis of the
claim, the amount claimed,
the date when the claim will
become due, the nature of
any uncertainty as to the
claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: Robert Dale Watford
Date of Death: 12/10/2019
Case No: 2019ES1600601
Personal Representative:
Elizabeth W. Brown
Address: 548 East Jackson
Street, Lamar, SC 29069
(26p3 leave in thru 1-22-20)
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

OF ESTATES
All persons having claims
against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which
is Room 208 Courthouse,
One Public Square,
Darlington, SC 29532, within
eight(8) months after the
date of the  first publication
of this Notice to Creditors or
within one (1) year from
date of death, whichever is
earlier (SCPC 62-3-801, et
seq.), or such persons shall
be forever barred as to their
claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the
prescribed form (FORM
#371ES) indicating the
name and the address of the
claimant, the basis of the
claim, the amount claimed,
the date when the claim will
become due, the nature of
any uncertainty as to the
claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: Helen Jordan
Windham
Date of Death: 12/10/2019
Case No: 2020ES1600001
Personal Representative:
Justin Lee Jordan
Address: 2582 Wild Heron
Court, Dacula, GA 30019
(26p3 leave in thru 1-22-20)
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

OF ESTATES
All persons having claims
against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which
is Room 208 Courthouse,
One Public Square,
Darlington, SC 29532, within
eight(8) months after the
date of the  first publication
of this Notice to Creditors or
within one (1) year from
date of death, whichever is
earlier (SCPC 62-3-801, et
seq.), or such persons shall
be forever barred as to their
claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the
prescribed form (FORM
#371ES) indicating the
name and the address of the
claimant, the basis of the
claim, the amount claimed,
the date when the claim will
become due, the nature of
any uncertainty as to the
claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: James Lee
Boatwright, Sr.
Date of Death: 10/11/2019
Case No: 2020ES1600012
Personal Representative:
James Boatwright
Address: 2844 Timmonsville
Highway, Darlington, SC
29532
(27p3 leave in thru 1-29-20)
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

OF ESTATES
All persons having claims
against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which

is Room 208 Courthouse,
One Public Square,
Darlington, SC 29532, within
eight(8) months after the
date of the  first publication
of this Notice to Creditors or
within one (1) year from
date of death, whichever is
earlier (SCPC 62-3-801, et
seq.), or such persons shall
be forever barred as to their
claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the
prescribed form (FORM
#371ES) indicating the
name and the address of the
claimant, the basis of the
claim, the amount claimed,
the date when the claim will
become due, the nature of
any uncertainty as to the
claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: Marjorie Howle Davis
Date of Death: 12/20/2019
Case No: 2020ES1600006
Personal Representative:
Linda Davis
Address: 904 Brunwood
Drive, Florence, SC 29501
(27p3 leave in thru 1-29-20)
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

OF ESTATES
All persons having claims
against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which
is Room 208 Courthouse,
One Public Square,
Darlington, SC 29532, within
eight(8) months after the
date of the  first publication
of this Notice to Creditors or
within one (1) year from
date of death, whichever is
earlier (SCPC 62-3-801, et
seq.), or such persons shall
be forever barred as to their
claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the
prescribed form (FORM
#371ES) indicating the
name and the address of the
claimant, the basis of the
claim, the amount claimed,
the date when the claim will
become due, the nature of
any uncertainty as to the
claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: Lawrence Aaron
Gandy
Date of Death: 12/23/2019
Case No: 2020ES1600013
Personal Representative:
Sally Gandy Faile
Address: 701 E. Home
Avenue, Hartsville, SC 29550
(27p3 leave in thru 1-29-20)
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

OF ESTATES
All persons having claims
against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which
is Room 208 Courthouse,
One Public Square,
Darlington, SC 29532, within
eight(8) months after the
date of the  first publication
of this Notice to Creditors or
within one (1) year from
date of death, whichever is
earlier (SCPC 62-3-801, et
seq.), or such persons shall
be forever barred as to their
claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the
prescribed form (FORM
#371ES) indicating the
name and the address of the
claimant, the basis of the
claim, the amount claimed,
the date when the claim will
become due, the nature of
any uncertainty as to the
claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: John David Grainger
Date of Death: 11/15/2019
Case No: 2019ES1600600
Personal Representative:
Cindy G. Arrants
Address: P.O. Box 58,
Darlington, SC 29540
Attorney: Gena Phillips Ervin
Address: P.O. Box 2527,
Florence, SC 29503-2527
(27p3 leave in thru 1-29-20)
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

OF ESTATES
All persons having claims
against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which
is Room 208 Courthouse,
One Public Square,
Darlington, SC 29532, within
eight(8) months after the
date of the  first publication
of this Notice to Creditors or
within one (1) year from
date of death, whichever is
earlier (SCPC 62-3-801, et
seq.), or such persons shall
be forever barred as to their
claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the
prescribed form (FORM
#371ES) indicating the
name and the address of the
claimant, the basis of the
claim, the amount claimed,
the date when the claim will
become due, the nature of
any uncertainty as to the
claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: Robert Lee McCall
Date of Death: 12/14/2018
Case No: 2019ES1600027
Personal Representative:
Diane Anderson McCall
Address: 2204 Sweetbay
Drive, Darlington, SC 29532
(27p3 leave in thru 1-29-20)
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

OF ESTATES
All persons having claims
against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which
is Room 208 Courthouse,
One Public Square,
Darlington, SC 29532, within
eight(8) months after the
date of the  first publication
of this Notice to Creditors or

within one (1) year from
date of death, whichever is
earlier (SCPC 62-3-801, et
seq.), or such persons shall
be forever barred as to their
claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the
prescribed form (FORM
#371ES) indicating the
name and the address of the
claimant, the basis of the
claim, the amount claimed,
the date when the claim will
become due, the nature of
any uncertainty as to the
claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: Roberta Simon
Date of Death: 12/19/2019
Case No: 2020ES1600009
Personal Representative:
Marilyn Simon Gregg
Address: 1504 Meander
Drive, Timmonsville, SC
29161
(27p3 leave in thru 1-29-20)
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

OF ESTATES
All persons having claims
against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which
is Room 208 Courthouse,
One Public Square,
Darlington, SC 29532, within
eight(8) months after the
date of the  first publication
of this Notice to Creditors or
within one (1) year from
date of death, whichever is
earlier (SCPC 62-3-801, et
seq.), or such persons shall
be forever barred as to their
claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the
prescribed form (FORM
#371ES) indicating the
name and the address of the
claimant, the basis of the
claim, the amount claimed,
the date when the claim will
become due, the nature of
any uncertainty as to the
claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: Charles Derris Steen
Date of Death: 12/05/2019
Case No: 2020ES1600007
Personal Representative:
Susan Willoughby
Address: 2051 S. Fifth Street,
Hartsville, SC 29550
(27p3 leave in thru 1-29-20)
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

OF ESTATES
All persons having claims
against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which
is Room 208 Courthouse,
One Public Square,
Darlington, SC 29532, within
eight(8) months after the
date of the  first publication
of this Notice to Creditors or
within one (1) year from
date of death, whichever is
earlier (SCPC 62-3-801, et
seq.), or such persons shall
be forever barred as to their
claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the
prescribed form (FORM
#371ES) indicating the
name and the address of the
claimant, the basis of the
claim, the amount claimed,
the date when the claim will
become due, the nature of
any uncertainty as to the
claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: Annie Taylor
Date of Death: 11/30/2019
Case No: 2020ES1600010
Personal Representative:
Alton Taylor
Address: 812 Havenwood
Court, Hartsville, SC 29550
(27p3 leave in thru 1-29-20)

SUMMONS
(Jury Trial Demanded)
STATE OF SOUTH 

CAROLINA
COUNTY OF DARLINGTON

IN THE COURT OF 
COMMON PLEAS

Civicl Action No.: 
2019-CP-16-01322
Jamaal Webley, Plaintiff, v.
Integrated Construction,
LLC, John Doe Company No.
1, John Doe Company No. 2,
and John Doe Company No.
3, Defendants.
TO: THE DEFENDANT(S)
ABOVE NAMED:
YOU ARE HEREBY SUM-
MONED and required to
answer the Complaint in this
action, of which a copy is
herewith served upon you,
and to serve a copy of your
answer to said complaint on
the subscribed, Mike Kelly
Law Group, LLC., 1523
Huger Street, Suite A, Post
Office Box 8113, Columbia,
South Carolina 29202, with-
in THIRTY (30) days after
the service hereof, exclusive
of the date of such service.  If
you fail to answer the com-
plaint within the time afore-
said, judgment by default
will be rendered against you
for the relief demanded in
the complaint.
Respectfully Submitted,
MIKE KELLY LAW GROUP,
LLC
BY: s/Bradley D. Hewett
Bradley D. Hewett, SC Bar
No. 77924
bhewett@mklawgroup.com
1523 Huger Street, Suite A
Columbia, SC 29201
803/726-0123
Attorney for Plaintiff
Columbia, South Carolina
December 12, 2019
(27c3 leave in thru 1-29-20)
DARLINGTON COUNTY

COUNCIL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC

HEARING
MARCH 2, 2020

6 P.M.
COURTHOUSE ANNEX/EMS

BUILDING
1625 HARRY BYRD HIGH-

WAY (SC HWY 151)
DARLINGTON, SC  29532

843-398-4100
www.darcosc.com

Notice is hereby given that
there will be a Public Hearing
held before the Darlington
County Council on the date
and time above stated to
receive comments on the fol-
lowing proposed ordinance:
Ordinance No. 20-01,
Updated Comprehensive
Plan
Anyone wishing to present
an opinion on this proposed
ordinance may do so at this
time.
Assistance will be provided
to accommodate the special
needs of handicapped per-
sons attending the meeting
upon request. Special assis-
tance requests should be
made to J. JaNet Bishop,
Clerk to Council, at 843-398-
4100, seventy-two hours
prior to the scheduled public
hearing.
(27c1 leave in thru 1-15-20)

NOTICE OF SALE
STATE OF SOUTH 

CAROLINA
COUNTY OF DARLINGTON

IN THE COURT OF 
COMMON PLEAS

CASE NO. 2019CP1600626
Vanderbilt Mortgage and
Finance, Inc. Plaintiff, -vs-
The Estate of Willie James
Bacote; The Estate of Jessie
Lee Bacote; South Carolina
Department of Motor
Vehicles; all Unknown Heirs
of Willie J. Bacote, Deceased
or Jessie Lee Bacote,
Deceased, and all other per-
sons entitled to claim under
or through them being a
class designated as Mary
Roe;  All Unknown persons
with any right, title or inter-
est in the real estate
described herein, being a
class designated as Jane
Doe; also any Unknown per-
sons who may be in the mili-
tary service of the United
States of America, being a
class designated as John
Doe; and Any Unknown
minors, persons under a
Disability or persons incar-
cerated, being a class desig-
nated as Richard Roe,
Defendant(s)
BY VIRTUE of a judgment
heretofore granted in the
case of Vanderbilt Mortgage
and Finance, Inc. vs. The
Estate of Willie James
Bacote; The Estate of Jessie
Lee Bacote; South Carolina
Department of Motor
Vehicles; all Unknown Heirs
of Willie J. Bacote, Deceased
or Jessie Lee Bacote,
Deceased, and all other per-
sons entitled to claim under
or through them being a
class designated as Mary
Roe;  All Unknown persons
with any right, title or inter-
est in the real estate
described herein, being a

class designated as Jane
Doe; also any Unknown per-
sons who may be in the mili-
tary service of the United
States of America, being a
class designated as John
Doe; and Any Unknown
minors, persons under a
Disability or persons incar-
cerated, being a class desig-
nated as Richard Roe, I,
Benjamin D. Moore, Esquire
Special Referee for
Darlington County , will sell
on February 3, 2020 at
12:30 pm, at the Darlington
County Courthouse, One
Public Square, Darlington,
SC 29532, to the highest
bidder:
All that certain piece, parcel
or lot of land, with any
improvements thereon, situ-
ate, lying and being in Lydia,
in the County of Darlington,
State of South Carolina and
designated as Lots Nos. 66
and 67 on a Map prepared
by Jack D. Epperly, P.L.S.,
dated November 23, 1992, a
copy of which Map is
attached. Said lots have such
shapes, metes, courses and
distances as are shown on
said Map. Lot No. 66 fronts
50 feet on Harrell Road, its
northwestern boundary; it
runs by Lot No. 67 for a dis-
tance of 100 feet, its north-
eastern boundary; it runs for
a distance of 50 feet by Lot
No. 62, its southeastern
boundary; and it runs for a
distance of 100 feet by an
alley road on its southwest-
ern boundary. Lot No. 67
fronts 50 feet on Harrell
Road, its northwestern
boundary; it runs for a dis-
tance of 199 feet by Lot No.
68 on its northeastern
boundary; it runs for a dis-
tance of 50 feet by Lot No.
71, its southeastern bound-
ary; and it runs for a dis-
tance of 199 feet by Lots
Nos. 60, 61, 62 and 66, its
southwestern boundary.
This being the same proper-
ty conveyed to Jessie Lee
Bacote and Willie James
Bacote by deed of Robert
Arthur and Thelma Arthur,
dated April 12, 1994 and
recorded April 21, 1994 in
Book D68 at Page 347 in the
Office of the Register of
Deeds for Darlington
County, South Carolina.
TMS #: 039-00-02-035
825 Harrell Roaad, Lydia, SC
29079
SUBJECT TO DARLINGTON
COUNTY TAXES
TERMS OF SALE:  The suc-
cessful bidder, other than
the Plaintiff, will deposit
with the Special Referee at
conclusion of the bidding,
five (5%) of his bid, in cash
or equivalent, as evidence of
good faith, the same to be
applied to purchase price in

case of compliance, but to be
forfeited and applied first to
costs and then to Plaintiff's
debt in the case of noncom-
pliance.  Should the last and
highest bidder fail or refuse
to make the required deposit
at the time of the bid or
comply with the other terms
or the bid within twenty
(20) days, then the Special
Referee may resell the prop-
erty on the same terms and
conditions on some subse-
quent Sales Day (at the risk
of the former highest bid-
der).
Should the Plaintiff, or one
of its representatives, fail to
be present at the time of
sale, the property is auto-
matically withdrawn from
said sale and sold at the next
available sales day upon the
terms and conditions as set
forth in the Judgment of
Foreclosure and Sale or any
Supplemental Order. 
No personal or deficiency
judgment being demanded,
the bidding will not remain
open after the date of sale,
but compliance with the bid
may be made immediately.
NOTICE: The foreclosure
deed is not a warranty deed.
Interested bidders should
satisfy themselves as to the
quality of title to be con-
veyed by obtaining an inde-
pendent title search well
before the foreclosure sale
date.
The successful bidder will be
required to pay interest on
the amount of the bid from
the date of sale to date of
compliance with the bid at
the rate of 10.33% per
annum.
SIGNATURE PAGE TO FOL-
LOW
Benjamin D. Moore, Esquire
Special Referee for
Darlington County
B. Lindsay Crawford, III (SC
Bar# 6510)
Theodore von Keller (SC
Bar# 5718)
Sara C. Hutchins (SC Bar#
72879)
B. Lindsay Crawford, IV (SC
Bar# 101707)
Email:
court@crawfordvk.com 
Columbia, South Carolina
Attorney for Plaintiff
(27c3 leave in thru 1-29-20)

Notice of Sale
C/A No: 2018-CP-16-

00107
BY VIRTUE OF A DECREE of
the Court of Common Pleas
for Darlington County, South
Carolina, heretofore issued
in the case of WELLS FARGO
BANK, N.A., as Trustee for
the POOLING AND SERVIC-
ING AGREEMENT Dated as
of September 1, 2004 Park
Place Securities, Inc. Asset-
Backed Pass-Through
Certificates Series 2004-

WHQ1 vs. Carrigan O'Neal;
South Carolina Department
of Motor Vehicles; United
Capital Housing, Inc., I the
undersigned as Special
Referee for Darlington
County, will sell on February
3, 2020 at 11:00 AM, at the
County Court House,
Darlington County, South
Carolina, to the highest bid-
der:
Legal Description and
Property Address:
All that certain piece, parcel
or lot of land, lying being
and situate in the County of
Darlington, State of South
Carolina, being shown and
designated as Lot No. 3 on
that certain plat of Rose of
Sharon Park Subdivision
made by J.E. Tucker, Jr.,
dated May 9, 2002 and
revised May 10, 2002 and
recorded in Plat Book 184 at
Page 87, Darlington County
records. Reference being had
to said plat for a more com-
plete and accurate descrip-
tion of metes and bounds.
TOGETHER with a 2004
Fleetwood Mobile Home,
Serial # GAFL434AB76925
located thereon.
This being the same proper-
ty conveyed unto Carrigan
O'Neal by Deed of Shirley A.
Carman dated July 22, 2004
and recorded August 2,
2004 in Book 1034 at Page
5604, in the Office of the
Register of Deeds for
Darlington County, South
Carolina.
2147 Lazy Pines Road
Darlington, SC 29540 
TMS# 142-00-04-003.001
TERMS OF SALE:  For cash.
Interest at the current rate of
Three and 375/1000
(3.375%) to be paid on bal-
ance of bid from date of sale
to date of compliance. The
purchaser to pay for papers
and stamps, and that the
successful bidder or bidders,
other than the Plaintiff
therein, will, upon the
acceptance of his or her bid,
deposit with the Special
Referee for Darlington
County a certified check or
cash in the amount equal to
five percent (5%) of the
amount of bid on said prem-
ises at the sale as evidence of
good faith in bidding, and
subject to any resale of said
premises under Order of this
Court; 
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LEGAL NOTICES

SCPublicNotices.com

WHEN PUBLIC NOTICES 
REACH THE PUBLIC, 
EVERYONE BENEFITS.

Public notices tell you what is being done by your 
government and in your courts. It’s your right to know 
when there’s a zoning change, public hearing or election 
coming up. Do you want to know when a bar or strip club 
is opening in your neighborhood or if your property is 
auctioned o� ? These are just a few types of public notices 
that are required to run in S.C. newspapers.  

There’s no better way to notify the public than through the 
combination of S.C. newspapers and SCPublicNotices.com... 
the permanency of print paired with the accessibility of a 
statewide, searchable site. 

Public notices/legal ads from virtually all 
S.C. newspapers are now available online

 in one convenient location.
This service is provided by S.C. newspapers at no cost to taxpayers. 

Search public notice ads from this newspaper at 



New 3 bedroom house for rent
located on 242 acres of land 6
miles from Hartsville. $900.00
monthly. Call 813-965-7669 or
email t.peaches0615@gmail.com

26p3
Remodeled 14 x 70 mobile home.
3 bedroom, 1.5 bath located on 3
acres of land on Lakeview Blvd.
Call 813-965-7669 or email
t.peaches0615@gmail.com      

26p3
119 Carolina Circle - 3 Bedroom
Brick House, $700/month. Call
(843) 393-7545 26ctfn
605-2 East Broad Street - 1
Bedroom Duplex, $325/month.
Call (843) 393-7545            26ctfn

2753 Welling Farm Road - 1
Bedroom home, $350/month.
Call (843) 393-7545             26ctfn
ANNOUNCEMENTS
FDA Registered, 100% Digital
hearing aids as low as $199 each.
American Made Technology. Call
800-937-2218 use promo 88270
for a risk-free trial! FREE SHIP-
PING!
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.
EASY, ONE DAY updates!  We
specialize in safe bathing.  Grab
bars, no slip flooring & seated
showers.  Call for a free in-home
consultation:  844-524-2197
Recently diagnosed with LUNG
CANCER and 60+ years old?
Call now! You and your family
may be entitled to a SIGNIFI-
CANT CASH AWARD. Call 844-
654-4854 today. Free
Consultation. No Risk.
Tuesday, January 21, 2020 is the
last day to redeem winning tick-
ets in the following South
Carolina Education Lottery
Instant Game: (SC1101) Bankroll
Tripler
Still have life insurance? Need or
want to access those funds now?
If you’re 75 or older and have a
policy worth $100k or more, you
may qualify for a cash buyout.
Call Benefit Advance. 1-877-649-
1439
DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. NOT just a discount
plan, REAL coverage for [350]
procedures. Call 1-855-397-7030
for details.
www.dental50plus.com/60
Ad#6118-0219
AUCTIONS
ADVERTISE YOUR AUCTION in
99 S.C. newspapers for only
$375. Your 25-word classified ad
will reach more than 2.1 million
readers.  Call Randall Savely at
the S.C. Newspaper Network, 1-
888-727-7377.
FARM EQUIPMENT
GOT LAND? Our Hunters will
Pay Top $$$ To hunt your land.
Call for a FREE info packet &
Quote. 1-866-309-1507
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS
ADVERTISE YOUR DRIVER
JOBS in 99 S.C. newspapers for
only $375. Your 25-word classi-

fied ad will reach more than 2.1
million readers.  Call Randall
Savely at the S.C. Newspaper
Network, 1-888-727-7377.
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE
NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call
Empire Today to schedule a
FREE in-home estimate on
Carpeting & Flooring. Call
Today!  844-254-3873
OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere.
No tanks to refill. No deliveries.
The All-New Inogen One G4 is
only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 833-833-1650
Two great new offers from AT&T
Wireless! Ask how to get the
Next Generation Samsung
Galaxy S10e FREE. FREE iPhone
with AT&T?s Buy one, Give One.
While supplies last! CALL 1-866-
565-8453 or www.freephones-
now.com/SC
Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-
er! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 15% off and 0%
financing for those who qualify.
PLUS Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-855-875-2449.
TELEVISION & INTERNET
SERVICES
AT&T Internet. Starting at
$40/month w/12-mo agmt.
Includes 1 TB of data per month.
Get More For Your High-Speed
Internet Thing. Ask us how to
bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc
restrictions apply. Call us today
1-866-843-6183
Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE w/
DIRECTV Choice All-Included
Package. $59.99/month for 12
months. 185 Channels PLUS
Thousands of Shows/Movies On
Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR
Upgrade. Call 1-844-624-1107
DISH Network $59.99 For 190
Channels! Add High Speed
Internet for ONLY
$19.95/month. Call Today for
$100 Gift Card! Best Value &
Technology. FREE Installation.
Call 1-877-542-0759 (some
restrictions apply)Earthlink High
Speed Internet. As Low As
$14.95/month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High Speed
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream
Videos, Music and More! Call
Earthlink Today 1-877-649-9469
Viasat Satellite Internet. Up to 12
Mbps Plans Starting at
$30/month. Our Fastest Speeds
(up to 50 Mbps) & Unlimited
Data Plans Start at $100/month.
Call Viasat today! 1-866-463-
8950
VACATION RENTALS
ADVERTISE YOUR VACATION

PROPERTY FOR RENT OR SALE
to more than 2.1 million S.C.
newspaper readers. Your 25-
word classified ad will appear in

99 S.C. newspapers for only
$375. Call Randall Savely at the
South Carolina Newspaper
Network, 1-888-727-7377. 
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classifieds
Odom’s

Mini Storage 
AUCTION: 

Jan. 28 at 2 pm
1009 N. Main Street

NATASHA ADDISON
Storage #68

Household items
Total due: $283.00

GG MCNEIL
Storage #209

Household items
Total due: $363.00

RUTH PARKS
Storage #225

Household items
Total due: $253.00

  

Real Estate  � Appraisals  � Auctions

Pam T. Sherrill & Co.
www.pamsherrill.net
100 Exchange St., Darlington

843-393-3231

123 Spring St - 4 bedrooms, 3 1/2
baths, 3,438 sq ft, inground pool.
Home is on the National Registry of
Historical Homes in SC - $289,000
123 Nez Perce - 4 bedrooms 3 1/2
baths, 3,420 sq ft, inground pool -
$299,900
102 Medford Dr - 3 bedrooms, 2
baths, 1,390 sq ft - $144,900
109 Laurel Avenue - 3 bedrooms, 2
baths, 1,475 sq ft - $136,900

2223 Bracey Ave - 3 bedrooms, s
baths, 1,366 sq ft - $129,900
108 Woods St - 2 bedrooms, 1 bath,
1,414 sq ft - $104,900
248 Woods St. - 3 bedrooms, 2
baths, 2,085 sq ft - $69,900
114 Tedder St - 4 bedrooms, 2 baths
2,125 sq ft  - REDUCED $62,500
MOTIVATED SELLER BRING ALL
OFFERS
2759 Cashua Ferry Rd - 2 bed-
rooms, 2 baths, 1,000 sq ft - $62,000

RESIDENTIAL

4 acres on GREAT PEE DEE
RIVER - beside boat landing River
Frontage - $35,000
Lot B Dovesville Hwy - 2 acres
mobile home allowed - $20,000

Lot 56 Kant Avenue - 1 acre, mobile
home allowe.d $9,000
motivated seller make an offer

LAND AND LOTS

UNDER CONTRACT

SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

To view these properties visit www.pamsherrill.net

1033 Pearl Street - If you have been looking for commercial property in
Darlington then look no more! This is a large commercial building with 5,363
sq ft. 3 restrooms, lots of great storage space, attached studio apartment with
exterior access, lots of open space and much more! Large backroom is currently
being used for storage with double door access to exterior and also has bath-
room and washer and dryer hookup. Property sits on a 1/2 acre corner lot.
Property is currently being used as a Salon and Boutique, but would make a

great warehouse, apartments, school or daycare. Lots of possibilities. 
Property being sold "As IS"  PRICED @ $170,000

COMMERCIAL

PAM T. SHERRILL
BIC/Owner/Auctioneer SCAL#3103 - Cell: 339-7505

CHARLES WATSON 
Appraiser CR-2868
Cell: 245-3103

JENNIFER BYRD
Realtor

843-495-3630

CASEY RHEUARK 
Realtor

843-307-4035

NEW LISTING

209 Spring Street - This unique property will make you feel like you are living
in the country, but you are in the city. The spacious home sits on 5.5 acres of land

that borders swift creek. 2,671 sq ft of living area. 3 bedrooms and 3 baths.
Kitchen with stove top, double ovens, dishwasher, and disposal, dining room with
built in cabinets, great room with fireplace and builtin bookshelves, huge laundry
room. Large basement with fireplace and a full bath. Updated vinyl windows. New
Central Air system installed 10/2019. 318 sq ft sun room not included in the sq ft, 2
car attached carport,, workshop, storage bld, & stocked pond. This is a Wonderful
home for entertaining. Call today to view this jewel.  PRICED @ $264,900.  

204 Lawson Road - Well maintained Brick Ranch home featuring 1.898 sq ft of
living area.  3 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths.  Living room with fireplace and built-ins,
sunken den, dining area and bar area for eating, &  large laundry room. Spacious
Master bedroom with walk-in closet. Fenced in rear yard with 16 X 48 detached
garage/workshop with 1/2 bath. 204 sq ft sun room which is not included in sq ft.
Heat pump is 1 year old with warranty.  Vinyl insulated windows.  Transferable

Termite bond.  Call today to book an appointment to view this home.   
Priced @ $164,900.

117 Erinvine Court, 
Darlington, SC 29532
843-393-4010

FOR FULL LISTINGS AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION,
CALL 393-4010 OR LOG ONTO WWW.BURTJORDAN.COM

Jackie Anderson
Realtor

307-5383
Carman Brown

Realtor
251-8858

108 Wyandot Street—4 BR, 2.5
BA, 2760 SF—$269,900
119 Brittain Road—3 BR, 2
Full & 2 Half BA, 3612 SF—
$289,500
416 Spring Street—3 BR, 1.5
BA, 1137 SF—$107,000

722 Spring Street—4 BR, 3 BA,
2456 SF—$100,000
111 Virginia Drive—5 BR, 4
BA, 4290 SF—$319,900

31.5 Acres Ashland Road—
$110,000
TBD Cashua Ferry Road—.57
Acres—$15,900
Dewitt Circle—29.58 Acres—
$236,640
TBD Evangeline Drive—.31
Acres—25,000
TBD First Street—.37 Acres—
$12,900
1011 Pearl Street—1.59
Acres—$150,000
Hoffmeyer Road—154.45
Acres—$387,000
Tract A Hwy 52 By-Pass &
Road 409—.7 Acres—$12,000
Tract B Hwy 52 By-Pass &
Road 409—1.38 Acres—
$25,000

117.89 Acres New Hopewell
Road—295,000
Lot 68 Nez Perce Drive—.95
Acres—$24,900
Pink Dogwood Street—2 lots—
$24,000 each
TBD Smith Avenue—7 Acres—
$325,000
TBD Swift Creek Road—60.52
Acres—$223,900
00 Swift Creek Road—3.47
Acres—$24,900
Lot 13 Wildshall Road—.84
Acres—$27,000
Lot 15 Wildshall Road—.80
Acres—$27,000
Lot 17 Wyandot Street—1.07
Acres—$32,000

1005 E. McIver Road—$129,900 
676 E. McIver Road—$59,000 

307 Washington Street—$28,900 
TBD Watson Street—$47,000

123 Erinvine Court—$850/Monthly

RESIDENTIAL

LAND

PLEASE CALL OUR OFFICE FOR INFO ON ALL OF OUR LISTINGS!

COMMERCIAL

126 Cashua Street
722 Spring Street

UNDER CONTRACT

218 Athol Street

SOLD

FEATURE

119 Brittain Road—Beautiful and spacious brick home in Woodland
Gardens Subdivision. Situated on a large lot in a great neighborhood to
include privacy and quietness at its best. Home features separate formal

living and dining rooms. Crown molding with 9 foot ceilings. Huge
rooms allowing plenty of space for the entire family. Expansive bonus
room upstairs  Spacious kitchen with good counter space. Beautiful

hardwood floors throughout downstairs with tile in the bathroom. Car-
pet upstairs. Separate downstairs master suite includes walk-in closet
with dual sink. Built-in appliances. All bedrooms are ample size. Secu-
rity System.   New roof in 2017 and new downstairs HVAC unit in 2014.
Under Terminix contract. Large 20x24 storage building with power.
Kitchen appliance, washer and dryer will convey with the property.

Porch overlooking a large backyard, making it a perfect place to relax.
Well water for sprinkler system only.  This is a great home at a great

price. Must see!—$289,500

OFFICE FOR LEASE

123 Erinvine Court—Great office space with large reception area,
three nice offices, kitchen, two restrooms, lots of storage throughout for

only $850 per month.

Burt Jordan
Broker-In-Charge

260-4138
Tommy Bryant

Realtor
615-1795

Country Club lots available - call us!

Odom’s
Mini Storage
1009 N. Main Street

Darlington, SC

(843) 393-1327 or 
(843) 393-9071

Legals
Continued from 10A
and in the event the said
purchaser or purchasers fail
to comply with the terms of
sale within Thirty (30) days,
the Special Referee shall
forthwith resell the said
property, after the due
notice and advertisement,
and shall continue to sell the
same each subsequent sales
day until a purchaser, who
shall comply with the terms
of sale, shall be obtained,
such sales to be made at the
risk of the former purchaser.
Since a personal or deficien-
cy judgment is waived, the
bidding will not remain
open but compliance with
the bid may be made imme-
diately. If the Plaintiff or the
Plaintiff's representative
does not appear at the
above-described sale, then
the sale of the property will

be null, void, and of no force
and effect. In such event, the
sale will be rescheduled for
the next available sales day.
Plaintiff may waive any of its
rights, including its right to
a deficiency judgment, prior
to sale. Sold subject to taxes
and assessments, existing
easements and restrictions
of record.
Eugene P. Warr, Jr.
Special Referee for
Darlington County
Darlington, South Carolina
__________________, 2019
Hutchens Law Firm LLP
P.O. Box 8237
Columbia, SC 29202
803-726-2700
(27p3 leave in thru 1-29-20)

NOTICE OF SALE
BY VIRTUE OF A DECREE of
the Court of Common Pleas
for Darlington County in the
case of Dixies Federal
Credit Union, Plaintiff v.
Ashleigh Paige Carnes
a/k/a Paige Carnes,
Jessica Carnes, and

Crystal Amber Carnes,
individually, and as
heirs or devisees of the
Estate of Ronald E.
Carnes, deceased,
and/or Deborah L.
Harllee, deceased, any
heirs-at-law or devisees
of the Estate of Ronald E.
Carnes, deceased,
and/or Deborah L.
Harllee, deceased, any
Personal
Representatives, spous-
es, their heirs, or
devisees, successors or
assigns, and all other
persons, entitled to
claim through them; all
unknown persons with
any right, title or inter-
est in the real estate
described herein; also
any persons who may be
unknown minors or per-
sons under a disability
being a class designated
as John Doe; and any
unknown minors or per-
sons under a disability

being a class designated
as Richard Roe; all
unknown persons with
any right, title or inter-
est in the real estate
described herein and the
State of South Carolina,
Department of Revenue,
Defendants, under Case
No. 2019-CP-16-00526, I,
the undersigned, as Special
Referee for Darlington
County, will offer for sale at
the public outcry at 12:00
p.m., on Monday, February
3, 2020, at the Darlington
County Courthouse, 1 Public
Square, Darlington, SC
29532, the following
described real property, to-
wit:
All that certain lot of parcel
of land, wiht the buildings
thereon, situate on the east
side of Cleveland Street in
the Town and County of
Darlington, State of South
Carolina, designated as Lot
No. 39 in Section A of prop-
erty owned by the

Darlington Manufacturing
Company, as defined on a
map showing a subdivision
thereof, made by T.E.
Wilson, C.E., dated May 10,
1939, and recorded in the
office of the Clerk of Court
for Darlington County in Plat
Book 9 at page 174, No. 37
in Section A; on the South
82 feet by Cleveland Street.
For a more particular
description referene is here-
by made to plat above
referred to. 
This being the same proper-
ty conveyed to Betty S.
Carnes by Deed of Myrtle S.
Hildreth dated October 4,
1994 and recorded in the
office of the Clerk of Court
for Darlington County in
Book D-81 at page 111.
TMS Number: 165-06-01-
081
Property Address: 126
Cleveland Street, Darlington,
SC 29532
TERMS OF SALE: For cash:
the purchaser shall be

required to deposit the sum
of five (5%) percent of the
amount of bid (in cash or
equivalent) as earnest
money and as evidence of
good faith. If the Plaintiff is
the successful bidder at the
sale, the Plaintiff may, after
paying the costs of the sale,
apply the debt due upon its
Mortgage against its bid in
lieu of cash. Should the per-
son making the highest bid
at the sale fail to comply
with the terms of his bid by
depositing the said five (5%)
percent in cash, then the
property shall be sold at the
risk of such bidder on the
same sales date or subse-
quent date as the Special
Referee may find convenient
and advantageous. Should
the last and highest bidder
fail to comply with the terms
of his bid within thirty (30)
days of the final acceptance
of his bid, then the Special
Referee or his designated
representative shall re-

advertise and resell the
property on the same terms
on a subsequent date at the
risk of such bidder. The pur-
chaser to pay for documen-
tary stamps on deed. The
successful bidder will be
required to pay interest on
the amount of the bid from
date of sale to sate of com-
pliance with the bid at the
interest rate contained in the
Order.
Note: Deficiencey Judgment
was waived, therefore, the
sale be final.
Note: If the Plaintiff or the
Plaintiff’s representative
does not appear at the
scheduled sale of the above-
referenced property, then
the sale of the propety will
be null, void and of no force
and effect. In such event, the
sale will be rescheduled for
the next available sales day.
Note: This sale is also made
subject to all Darlington
County taxes and existing
easements and restrictions

of record.
January 10, 2020
s/W. Haigh Porter
W. Haigh Porter
Special Referee Darlington
County
Michael S. Hopewell
Abbott, McKissick &
Hopewell, LLC
Post Office Box 148
Florence, SC 29503
Attorney for Plaintiff
(27c3 leave in thru 1-29-20)



Clemson University

The work of two Clemson
University graduate students is
bringing valuable new insight
into the global fight to save
tigers in the wild. Working at
both the Ph.D. and master’s
levels, their research projects
examine how people and poli-
tics affect tiger conservation in
different ways.

Publications from these
graduate students are being
used by the Tigers United
University Consortium to fur-
ther its work to save the few
tigers remaining in the wild
from extinction. The consor-
tium consists of four land-
grant, tiger mascot universities
working collaboratively on this
issue, two of whom are facing
each other in the upcoming
College Football Playoff
National Championship game –
Clemson University, Louisiana
State University, Auburn
University and the University of
Missouri.

Devyani Singh’s doctoral
dissertation focuses on the per-
ceptions of and support for
conservation and tourism
across a variety of stakeholder
groups in two tiger reserves in
India. Louise Orr’s master’s
thesis explores how political
beliefs influence what types of
conservation messages are
most likely to reach people
from various backgrounds or
motivate them to take action.

According to Brett Wright,
consortium director and dean
emeritus of Clemson’s College
of Behavioral, Social and
Health Sciences, the work of
Singh and Orr demonstrates
the need for the research and
the complexity of the global
issue.

“Dr. Singh and Louise have
tackled the tiger conservation

issue in two very different
ways, with both making an
equally significant impact on
the knowledge base in the
field,” Wright said. “Devyani’s
research is focusing on what
can motivate people living in or
near tiger reserves to help with
conservation efforts, while
Louise’s research is tackling
how to motivate people who
don’t live around tigers to help
these animals from half a world
away.”

Singh’s work will inform
both management and policy in
and around protected areas in
India by ensuring conservation
decisions consider the needs of
affected nearby communities.

“Protected areas in India
benefit their nearby communi-
ties in many ways – supporting
both biodiversity and the
human populations that
depend on them, and becom-
ing popular tourism destina-
tions,” Singh said. “We know
research supports the involve-
ment of local communications
in conservation and tourism
efforts, so I took that a step fur-
ther to find out what nearby
residents thought about those
efforts and to gauge their level
of support.”

Now that her doctoral
program is complete, Singh is
hoping to continue to explore
the challenges of coexisting
with wildlife, especially carni-
vores, either as an academic or
part of a research organization.

“I hope that my work can
help find new solutions to the
challenges involved with con-
servation and coexistence,
empower future conservation-
ists to critically assess issues
from multiple perspectives,
and educate more people about
the tiger and its importance in
the wild,” Singh said.

Orr, on the other hand, is

hoping that her research can
refocus the global discussion
about tiger conservation. Her
study found that simply
informing Americans about
what is happening to tigers
around the world is not enough
to convince them to take
action.

Instead, people who feel
connected to tigers in some
way – through either first-hand
knowledge or experiences with
the animal or as fans of a team
with a tiger mascot – could be
more likely to want to help.
This group is also more likely to
respond to messaging that
focuses on values that are
important to them personally,
such as care, fairness or sancti-
ty of life.

“Most people have never
seen a tiger in its natural habi-
tat and aren’t likely to in their
lifetime, making tiger conser-
vation an issue that simply
doesn’t resonate with many
Americans,” Orr said.
“However, if we can message
the importance of saving tigers
in a way that matches a per-
son’s political ideologies and
moral foundations, we could be
more likely to motivate them to

take action.”
Orr’s conclusions also verify

that the Tigers United
University Consortium’s pri-
mary focus on engaging stu-
dents, faculty, staff and alumni
at their respective universities
is more likely to successfully

motivate those people to help
with tiger conservation, rather
than trying to reach the coun-
try as a whole. Her conclusions
will also help the consortium’s
universities better target their
calls to action to specific audi-
ence groups.

Both research projects were
also supported by Clemson
University’s Institute for Parks,
which provides research, edu-
cation, training and outreach
that enhances the management
of the world’s parks and pro-
tected areas.
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two free trips. unforgettable experiences. apply now!

...are you a high school junior?
        
       
   

•       •       •    

•       

    

  
 

   

...are you a
high school sophomore or junior?

July 7–10, 
2020

    
    

To apply for either trip, visit us online at PDEC.com.
All applications must be received no later than 

February 21, 2020.

•    

•   

•    

•        
   

•     
    

•  

      

    

    

June 20–25, 2020
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Clemson researchers provide vital tiger conservation research

Devyani Singh conducted her research with community members living in or near two tiger reserves in India. CLEMSON UNIVERSITY

Answers from 8

Devyani Singh at Clemson University’s Graduation Ceremony in December. CLEMSON UNIVERSITY

Louise Orr is hoping her research could help refocus the global
discussion about tiger conservation. CLEMSON UNIVERSITY
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