
Funny money
circulated in
Darlington
By Samantha Lyles

Staff Writer
slyles@newsandpress.net

Several Darlington business-
es got an unwelcome surprise
from customers over the
Christmas holidays when some
patrons – intentionally or
unwittingly – attempted to pay
for their purchases with fake
U.S. currency notes. 

Employees at some of these
targeted businesses, including
the EZ Stop convenience store,
Food Lion, and McDonalds,
spotted the funny money, con-
fiscated it, and called law
enforcement. Another incident
at the Darlington Walmart
occurred during the holiday
shopping rush, and a customer
used seven fake $100 bills to
purchase an iPad.

Maureen Valazak, an investi-
gator with the Darlington Police
Department Criminal
Investigation Division, said that
in many cases where counter-
feit or fake money is passed, a
quick inspection of the bills will
reveal they are not genuine.

“Some of these have “For
Motion Picture Use Only” print-
ed on the front and back,” said
Valazak, explaining that stacks
of movie prop money can be
purchased online for pennies
per bill.  “You can get them on
Craig's List or eBay.”

Valazak said that when cus-
tomers try to pass obvious
fakes, they often choose times
when cashiers are over-
whelmed and harried, gam-
bling that the cashier won't take
the time to examine the bills or
check them properly. 

Some of the false money
confiscated in Darlington fea-
tures comically bad graphics,
like President Ulysses S. Grant
smirking crookedly on the front
of a $50, Benjamin Franklin
sporting a coy smile on a fake
$100, or bright pink Chinese

lettering on both sides. 
The Secret Service and U.S.

Treasury Department advise
the following methods to detect
counterfeit bills:

• Hold a bill up to a light and
look for a holograph of the face
image on the bill. Both images
should match. If the $100 bill
has been bleached, the holo-
gram will display an image of
Abraham Lincoln, who appears
on the $5 bills, instead of
Benjamin Franklin.

• Looking at the bill through
a light will also reveal a thin
vertical strip containing text
that spells out the bill’s denom-
ination.

• Color-shifting ink: If you
hold the new series bill (except
the $5 note) and tilt it back and
forth, please observe the
numeral in the lower right hand
corner as its color shifts from
green to black and back.

• Watermark: Hold the bill
up to a light to view the water-
mark in an unprinted space to
the right of the portrait. The
watermark can be seen from
both sides of the bill since it is
not printed on the bill but is
imbedded in the paper.

• Security Thread: Hold the
bill up to a light to view the
security thread. You will see a
thin imbedded strip running
from top to bottom on the face
of a banknote. In the $10 and
$50 the security strip is located
to the right of the portrait, and
in the $5, $20 and $100, it is
located just to the left of the
portrait.

•Comparison: Compare the
feel and texture of the paper
with other bills you know are
authentic.

If you believe you have
received a counterfeit bill, the
U.S. Treasury advises you to do
the following:

•Do not return the bill to the
passer.

•Delay the passer with some
excuse, if possible.

•Observe the passer’s
description – and their compan-
ions’ descriptions – and write
down their vehicle license plate
numbers if you can.

•Do not handle the counter-
feit note. Place it inside a pro-
tective cover, a plastic bag, or
envelope to protect it until you
turn it over to your local law
enforcement agency.

Council narrowly
approves

CTC road repairs
By Samantha Lyles

Staff Writer
slyles@newsandpress.net

Darlington County Council
held their first meeting of 2017
on January 3 and started the
new year with a split vote
approving distribution of
$846,927 in County
Transportation Committee
(CTC) funds to resurface six-
teen damaged county roads.

Council voted 5 to 3 in favor
of allocating the money, which
comes from the South Carolina
Department of Transportation
and requires no match from
the county. Typically, the state
budgets funds based on CTC
requests, that money is then
accepted or refused by county
council, and the county's
Roads and Bridges Department
then uses the money to con-
struct or repair the designated
roads. 

The split vote came after
extensive discussion, with sev-
eral members of council voic-
ing concerns about how the
CTC chooses which roads will
receive attention. Council
member Lewis Brown asked

this exact question, and inter-
im county administrator
Charles Stewart replied that
committee members inspect
roads submitted for considera-
tion and then prioritize which
ones require immediate care. 

Roads and Bridges director
Bobby Richardson added that
the CTC “has always been will-
ing to take recommendations
from council” and they regu-
larly ask for input from county
staff when making their deter-
minations. 

“The sixteen roads that
you're voting on tonight are
triple treatment roads and are
really deteriorated. If they're
not resurfaced, we're going to
lose them,” Richardson said. 

“Triple treatment” refers to
the topmost road surface on
which vehicles travel, and this
particular surface uses a thin
sand seal atop aggregate lay-
ers. Triple treatment roads are
typically not as smooth as car-
peted asphalt roads, but they
are a cheaper alternative often
used in high stress areas.

Roads included on this CTC
repair list include Pisgah Road,
Nettles Road, Persimmons
Drive, East Horse Branch Trail,
Flatnose Road, Harmony Hall
Road, Ambergate Drive, Clover
Street, Confederate Street,
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DFD Volunteer of the Year named
By Samantha Lyles

Staff Writer
slyles@newsandpress.net

The City of Darlington Fire
Department recently honored
two of its members for their
outstanding service during
2017, naming Lt. Perry Kelly
as Firefighter of the Year and
Johnny Deas as Volunteer
Firefighter of the Year.

The Volunteer of the Year
award is sponsored by retired
fireman Bill Garland, and
nominees are based on train-
ing, number of call responses,
and aid to the department
beyond the scope of daily
work. The 2017 winner,
Firefighter Johnny Deas, says

his 30-year history with the
fire service began when he
was working with EMS.

“I responded to a fire call
and just caught the bug,” says
Deas. “I started as a volun-
teer, became a treasurer and a
lieutenant and moved up
through the ranks.”

Deas reached the rank of
Captain and left the DFD in
2000 to work as safety direc-
tor at the Darlington
Raceway, and when he left
that position a few years
back, Cavanaugh welcomed
him back to the department's
volunteer roster with open
arms. 

“When I was coming up,

Johnny was one of the fire-
fighters that I wanted to be
like,” says Cavanaugh, prais-
ing Deas' extensive knowl-
edge of firefighting procedure
and his peerless reliability. “If
you could take the knowledge
and commitment that he has
and impart that to the kids
we've got here, this depart-
ment would be unstoppable.
He and Perry both have a
drive and a passion for this
work that is really something
special.”

Both Kelly and Deas say
the close camaraderie at the
DFD makes it a great place to
work. 

“They treated me and my

family like family when we
first got here and made us feel
welcome,” says Kelly, adding
that his two sons love coming
to the station. “When my kids
come up here, they treat my
kids like their kids. And my
six year-old just lives and
breathes the fire service
now.”

“When you join the
Darlington Fire Department,
all the members put their arm
around you, and you become
a brother or sister,” says Deas.
“If you have a problem, you
know there are thirty people
that have that problem. If
you're experiencing hardship,
they're right here for you.” Johnny Deas, DFD Volunteer of the Year
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Critcher Road, Pine Hollow
Street, Maple Street, Oaktree
Street, Wellington Drive, Fox
Trot Drive, and Silver Fox
Drive. 

Some members of council
said that while those sixteen
roads all surely needed help,
they felt compelled to vote
against the allocation because
other badly degraded county
roads  - like Commanchee
Street in the Centerville com-
munity – are not on the list.

Since spring of 2016, Pastor
Christopher Frazier has repeat-
edly appeared before council
asking for help to secure repair
funds for Commanchee Street,
which regularly floods and
becomes nearly impassable
after heavy rains. Council has
referred Frazier to the CTC and
suggested he contact members
of Darlington County's state
legislative delegation, since
they appoint CTC members
and could possibly help get
Commanchee on the repair
list.

Additionally, Stewart
explained that unlike most
other CTC projects, paving
Commanchee Street would
require a substantial invest-
ment of county money. Stewart
attended the November 30,
2016 CTC meeting where com-
mittee members agreed that
the county must commit to
provide half of the $1.4 million
project cost (including pur-
chase of property for stormwa-
ter retention ponds) before
they could possibly pledge
state funds toward the project. 

When discussion ended and
votes were tallied, council
members Joyce Wingate
Thomas, Mozella “Pennie”
Nicholson, and Bobby Kilgo all
voted against the CTC alloca-
tion. Council Chair Bobby
Hudson, Vice Chair Le Flowers,
and council members David
Coker, Lewis Brown, Dannie
Douglas all voted in favor.  

In a last minute addition to
the agenda, council agreed to
allow Darlington County to act
as a pass-through sponsor for
federal funds to repair Bethea
Road, which was washed out
due to flooding caused by
Hurricane Matthew in October
of 2016. Bethea Road connects
Hwy 52 to Ebenezer Road. This
measure requires no commit-
ment of county funds.

Waccamaw Chief
talks Standing
Rock at Coker
College event

By Samantha Lyles
Staff Writer

slyles@newsandpress.net

Harold D. Hatcher, Chief of
the Waccamaw Indian People,
was the featured speaker at a
January 24 program staged by
Standing Rock Hartsville, a
local citizen group opposed to
the construction of an under-
ground oil pipeline that could
affect Native American tribal
land in North Dakota. 

The event, hosted at the
Coker College Recital Hall, fea-
tured updates on the Standing
Rock situation from group
members and a keynote
address from Hatcher, who dis-
cussed his tribe's involvement
with Standing Rock and shared
stories of Native American cul-
ture and history.

“When Standing Rock came
about in 2016, it started to
unite a lot of the Indians across
the country. I had four people
out there trying to stand
against the Corps of Engineers
trying to dig holes under the
Missouri River and under the
lakes because the materials
these folks use...it's some of the
cheapest stuff they can buy,”
said Hatcher. “It's all about
making a dollar and not so
much about keeping the envi-
ronment protected.”

Hatcher said many protest-
ers fear that if the Dakota
Access Pipeline (DAPL) is built
according to current plans, a
rupture or leak could pollute
water supplies for not only
tribal lands, but for millions of
people who get their water
from linked sources. He wor-
ried the impact could rival the
lead contamination of the
water supply in Flint,
Michigan.

Hatcher discussed the prob-
lematic words sometimes used
to describe Indigenous people,
recounting the origination of
terms like “redskin” (referring
to the color of tanned Native
American scalps traded for
cash as proof of Indians killed)
and “sioux” (a Dutch corrup-
tion of the French word for
'snake' adopted by white set-
tlers to describe the native peo-
ple's evasive fighting style). He
also talked about the difficulty
of tracing Indigenous heritage
through spotty official records,
and the struggle to get federal
recognition for the Waccamaw
Tribe. 

Chief Hatcher's wife, Susan,
showcased a number of
Waccamaw and Native
American cultural items, such
as medicine bags to carry
meaningful items, necklaces
made from deer skulls and buf-
falo teeth, and a purse crafted
from a turtle shell.

Casey Copeland of Standing
Rock Hartsville said the group
formed in 2016 after learning
about the thousands of people
– Native Americans, allies, and
citizens from all walks of life –
actively protesting construc-
tion of the DAPL, which would
transport oil underneath reser-
voirs and sources of drinking
water for tribal lands. 
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Around Christmas 2016, counterfeit money showed up in Darlington. Some of the money, pictured above, read ‘For Motion Picture Use Only’.

Harold D. Hatcher, Chief of the Waccamaw Indian People, spoke about the Dakota Access Pipe Line.



By richard eckstrom

For many of us, the arrival
of January 1st means more
than a new calendar year. It’s
an opportunity for a new
chapter… a chance to get
things right, to commit to bet-
tering ourselves in some way.
We resolve to eat healthier
and exercise, save more,
spend more time with loved
ones, learn new skills or
achieve a personal goal.

For those of us in public
office, the New Year is an
opportunity to take stock of
how we serve and commit to
ways we can improve. To that
end, I offer some suggested
resolutions for everyone in a
position of public trust – from
elected officials to agency
administrators and members
of government boards and
commissions.

1.     Remember whose
money we’re spending. Too
many public officials view
increased spending as the
answer to every problem,
without much regard for the
ever-growing burden being
placed on taxpayers. Such
decisions shouldn’t be taken
lightly. Every dollar so spent
is a dollar taken from some-
one’s pocket, which means
there’s one less dollar avail-
able for bills, groceries, col-
lege tuition, or retirement
savings. 

We should always weigh
the constant pressure for
higher spending against the
drawbacks. After all, there’s

probably no better way for
government to bolster peo-
ples’ finances than to allow
them to retain their own,
hard-earned money.  Higher
spending and taxing does just
the opposite.

2.     Commit to trans-
parency. In my experience,
the policy-makers who best
serve the public interest are
those who operate in full pub-
lic view. They’re more sensi-
tive to their constituents’
needs when they know those
constituents are watching.
Thus, one of the most impor-
tant things any governmental
body can do is to let citizens
see how it makes decisions
and spends funds. (Above all,
in my opinion, financial
records should be convenient-
ly accessible on the web.)

Transparency creates gov-
ernment which answers to
the people and connects with
them. 

3.     Focus on issues that
matter. The hot-button issues
aren’t always the most impor-
tant issues. Especially at the
state level, there’s a tendency
among some to spend much
time and energy on items that
are likely to generate head-
lines or score political points
– often at the expense of mat-
ters which are less exciting
but of greater relevance to the
lives of average South
Carolinians. 

Not long ago the political
debate seemed dominated by
a series of hot-button issues
including flags, statues, and

names on school buildings
and city streets. Meanwhile,
far more consequential prob-
lems – for example, the crisis
facing our state’s vastly
underfunded and deteriorat-
ing pension system – have
been left unsolved.

It’d be worthwhile to revis-
it our priorities, and perhaps
devote less effort to things
that have little direct impact
on citizens’ lives and place a
greater emphasis on the more
important – even if less politi-
cally rewarding – nuts and
bolts of government.

4.     Elevate the debate.
For those seeking an elected
position or otherwise engag-
ing in political debate, the
temptation to play hardball
against an opponent can be
strong. But so-called “mud-
slinging” only distracts us
from the serious discussions
needed to help voters size up
candidates and make
informed decisions.  And it

can have a disillusioning
effect, discouraging people
from becoming involved in
the process. Candidates who
genuinely want the best for
the community they hope to
serve can help keep the
debate on a higher plane by
refusing to engage in personal
attacks.

Public service is a noble
pursuit. Sadly, trust in our
leadership is an ever-dwin-
dling commodity… further
eroding with each new case
of a government official gam-
ing the system or mishandling
resources. That means that
those who conscientiously
serve must aim a little higher
to salvage whatever public
trust remains. As we leave
2017 behind, let’s make a
commitment to doing so.

Finally, I wish you a joy-
ous, healthy and prosperous
2018. Happy New Year!

Richard Eckstrom is a CPA
and the state Comptroller.
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A WHITE 
CHRISTMAS

By Bill shepard

Barracks H-25 stood only a few yards from the shimmering
waters of the Potomac River.  It was part of the sprawling Air
Base just a short distance from the heart of this nation's capital,
Washington, D.C. Barrack H-25 was this writer's home for more
than a year during the period of World War II.  I was part of a
small group assigned to the Air Force; our duty was to maintain
communications on and off the Air Base at Bolling Field.  This
Air Base was a show-case of American Air Bases, it had to be.  It
was an impressive Air Field, unlike others that I had seen.
Foreign dignitaries visiting Washington entered in and left from
this base regularly; even President Roosevelt used this Air Field
at times.    At such times, all communication by plane would be
restricted- no calls could be made in or off the base. I had been
at this base just over a year and knew how lucky I was to have
been transferred there from Drew Field Air Base just outside of
Tampa, Florida. Perhaps "lucky" is not the proper word to use as
I have often felt that Destiny was at work in my life and is due
the credit for future events.

Having lived all of my eighteen years in Darlington, South
Carolina, I had never seen a lot of snow and could not remem-
ber ever seeing snow at Christmas time. I had seen picture post
cards, heard songs, and read poems about Santa and his rein-
deer traveling through the snow, but had never known it to be a
reality.

Christmas Eve 1942, Barrack H-25 was quiet, so quiet that it
was almost scary! Most of its inhabitants were away, only a
skeleton crew remained on duty. Of the twenty-five men in my
crew, most were married, some had small children, so they were
given preference to be home for Christmas. Those who stayed
behind had agreed to that happening.

Night was fast approaching, quietness grew more eerie,
almost haunting, like someone had died. The only sound in the
barrack was coming from the small radio that sat on a shelf in
the middle of the big room. Frank Sinatra's "All or Nothing At
All" was at the top of the rating charts, and could be heard at
least once every hour of the day or night.  Bing Crosby, croon-
ing, "I'm Dreaming of a White Christmas" was in strong competi-
tion, along with other Christmas and war time favorites. This
lonely soldier boy lay on his bunk bed, thinking of home and
pondering the question- "had he done the right thing to remain
behind when he could have been at home with his family and
friends? The music from the radio lulled him to sleep.

I awoke, it was Christmas Day! The radio had played all night
and I had slept, unaware of the visitor that had showed up.  I sat
up on my bed and turned my face toward the window. The
scene that greeted my eyes was unbelievable!  Was I still asleep
and dreaming, or was this real? I wanted to pinch myself to see
if I was awake!  A blanket of white snow had covered everything
outside, not a track could be seen anywhere. Never had I seen
such beauty! The scene before me was indeed a "winter
Wonderland."

As I stood drinking in the sight before me, it seemed a thou-
sand thoughts played chase through my mind. I thought of
home, Mom, Dad, sisters, and my two older brothers that were
also serving in the military at the time, one serving in the navy
on a ship somewhere, and the other serving as a gunner on the
Queen Mary, a luxury liner that had been converted to a troop
transport vessel. As I stood gazing at the beauty before me, it
seemed all of my eighteen years of life passed before me, but
nothing could compare with this scene, my first white
Christmas!

As I stood looking through the window the sound of White
Christmas fell upon my ears. This time it was not coming from
the radio inside my room! A long flat-bed truck had parked just
outside my window; seated on the truck was the Air Force Band
and they were playing the tune - white Christmas!  The truck
was traveling around the base serenading the men that were left
behind.

I wiped tears from my eyes as I stood spellbound at the scene
before me. The truck began to move slowly away, leaving deep
ugly tracks in the beautiful snow. I don't know how long I
remained at the window, my thoughts far from barrack H-25.

Now more than seventy years later, I sit writing and remem-
bering my first white Christmas, and my first Christmas away
from horne, spent in Barrack H-25.

Bill Shepard

Mr. Shepard is a native of Darlington, S.C., and a current res-
ident of Piedmont, S.C. He is the author of “Mill Town Boy” and
“Bruised”. He has been sharing his tales of growing up in
Darlington for decades, and we are delighted to share them
each week. 

His mailing address for cards and letters is: Bill Shepard 324
Sunny Lane, Piedmont, S.C. 29673.
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Some New Year’s resolutions
for public officials

Take time to
donate blood in
the new year

Look at your clock. Think
about what you’ll be doing
in 3.9 hours. Would you
drop everything to help
someone whose home
caught fire? American Red
Cross volunteers do just
that six times a day.

It took you about 10 sec-
onds to read that. Already,
five people in America need
blood. Our Red Cross makes
sure that blood is there,

supplying nearly 40-percent
of the nation’s blood sup-
ply.

The 2015 floods devas-
tated parts of South
Carolina. In 2016, it was
Hurricane Matthew’s turn.
This year, Irma stormed in.

Every year, major disas-
ters hit South Carolina.
Every time, the Red Cross is
there.

Since August, nearly 200
local disaster-workers
deployed throughout the
country to help people
recover from disasters. In
eight weeks, the organiza-

tion sheltered more people
than it has in the last five
years combined.

Red Cross volunteers are
in our communities every
day. They’re educating peo-
ple about fire safety as well
as installing smoke alarms.

Need CPR training? Call
the Red Cross.

Volunteers support active
duty service members, vet-
erans and their families by
providing emergency com-
munications, counseling
and financial assistance.

Red Cross services are
only possible through the

generosity of our donors.
The fact is an average of 91
cents of every dollar the
Red Cross spends is invest-
ed in humanitarian services
and programs.

I welcome you to sign up,
put on that red vest and
help. This holiday season
please join my family and me
in our support of the
American Red Cross.

Sincerely,
Jimmy Feuger, Chairman
American Red Cross,

Eastern South Carolina
Chapter



By Samantha Lyles
Staff Writer

slyles@newsandpress.net

For many ballet fans, or fans
of Christmas in general, the
holiday season isn't complete
without seeing a performance
of The Nutcracker. On
December 15, the Columbia
City Ballet staged the classic
ballet at the Hartsville Center
Theater, and dozens of local
kids got the chance to join in
this special 50th Anniversary
production.

Dance instructor Brenda
Cranford (proprietor of the
Brenda Cranford Dance
Studio) says this unique oppor-
tunity to enjoy a top-notch
staging of the ballet was paired
with the chance for area dance
students to actually take part in
the show.

“We started really promot-
ing it in the summer because
we wanted to get more area
dancers into it,” says Cranford.
“We had forty-two area
dancers perform in The
Nutcracker.”

Of those 42 dancers, two
were from Florence, one was
from Lexington, two were
home-schoolers, and the
remaining 37 were students
from Cranford's dance studio.

“They had an audition with
William Starrett himself
(Columbia City Ballet's execu-
tive and artistic director) and
two weeks later they got letters
telling them their parts that
they got cast in,” says
Cranford. “Mr. Starrett was
really wonderful. If a child
does not have that much dance
experience, he makes sure that
they have something to do so
that they are a part of it.” 

Columbia City Ballet pro-
vided all the costumes, and
rehearsals began in November,
with dancers getting together
to practice on Sunday after-
noons. While nearly all the
kids were cast in small parts –
such as gingerbread girls,
mice, angels, and cherubs – the
experience of getting to share
the stage with skilled profes-

sional dancers was a thrilling
experience for all the young
performers.

“It was for very brief parts,
but just to say that they were
onstage with the Columbia City
Ballet is a big honor for them
and their parents,” says
Cranford.

Each year, the Columbia
City Ballet company takes The
Nutcracker on the road, staging
full performances in eight cities
around South Carolina. The
company also did two morn-
ings of educational outreach
shows, staging three one-hour
ballet performances for over
2,000 Darlington County
School District students.

“They did two shows on
Thursday (Dec. 14) and one on
Friday, and it's a smaller adapt-
ed version of a ballet. This year,
they did ‘Twas the Night Before
Christmas, based off the
poem,” Cranford says. “All the
teachers that attended received

a curriculum to use in the class-
room on the history of ballet,
on theater etiquette, on the sto-
ryline – which, this year it was
on family values and behavior
issues.”

Cranford says that she really
hopes to keep The Nutcracker

returning to Hartsville each
year for the holidays, but the
event is costly to stage and
relies heavily on the support of
sponsors. To learn more about
becoming a sponsor, contact
Brenda Cranford Dance Studio
at 843-383-5344.
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Local dancers performing as Cherubs included Carmen Auman, Olivia
Byrd, Madison Hickman, Ada Kalpacki, Kinnidi Murphy, and Haven
Register.

Local dancers share “Nutcracker” stage
with Columbia City Ballet

Local dancers performing as Mice included Eliahna Anderson, Maddox Barefoot, Sara Jace Beasley, Sofia
Elias, Emersyn Huneycutt, Ainsley Lynch, Selah Ragan, Claire Riddle, Leila Grace Sullivan-White, Alyssa
Tunnell, and Mackinnlee Beasley. PHOTOS COURTESY OF BRENDA CRANFORD
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County Council
forwards solar

energy ordinance
By Samantha Lyles

Staff Writer
slyles@newsandpress.net

At their February 6 regular
meeting, Darlington County
Council passed second read-
ing of a contentious renew-
able energy ordinance by a
vote of 7 to 1. Ordinance 16-
19 sets county regulations for
the location, construction,
and operation of renewable
energy systems. 

Residents of the Byrdtown
community began registering
concerns with the Darlington
County Planning Commission
and County Council last sum-
mer, saying this ordinance
allowed large-scale solar
panel installations too close
to rural homes. Many of those
same residents attended this
meeting and reiterated their
worries over potential health
problems and negative aes-
thetics.

Though 16-19 came up for
second reading more than
once, Council repeatedly sent
it back to the Planning
Commission to incorporate
information from citizens
and solar energy developers
in an effort to address con-
cerns of both parties. After a
January 17 work session
focused on the nuts and bolts
of solar energy systems,
Council came away with a
consensus on how to proceed,
and that version of the ordi-
nance returned to their agen-
da for the Feb. 6 meeting. 

Council member David
Coker (District #8,
Hartsville) cast the lone dis-
senting vote on second read-
ing. During deliberations,
Coker offered two amend-
ments, the first of which pro-
posed to require a vegetative
buffer around the entire solar
energy installation. This idea
immediately drew protest
from vice chair Le Flowers,
who worried that such a
requirement might start a

trend of citizens asking coun-
cil to forcing landowners to
screen displeasing features
from public view.

“Where does this stop? I
mean, if we don't like some-
one's barn, can we make
them screen that barn? If we
don't like the fact that they
have a tractor collection out
front so you can see it, do we
make them screen it?”
Flowers asked. “Where do we
stop with telling landowners
what they can and cannot do
on their property?”

Coker responded that he
only wanted the screening
requirement applied to the
renewable energy systems
specified in the ordinance.
His first amendment received
a second from Council mem-
ber Joyce Wingate Thomas,
but failed adoption by a vote
of 6 to 2.

Coker's second proposed
amendment would have
required developers to secure
a $50,000 bond to pay for
future decommissioning of
these sites. Mozella “Pennie”
Nicholson offered a second,
but then voted against the
amendment. Wingate
Thomas again voted with
Coker, but the motion failed 6
to 2.

After the vote, Council
member Lewis Brown
explained his support for the
renewable energy ordinance,
saying that it could help
address an imbalance in
Darlington County tax rev-
enue yields. Brown said that
currently, three of the coun-
ty's eight districts produce
about 80 percent of the total
revenue.

“I don't think it's a healthy
scenario and I personally,
over the next four years,
would like to see that elevat-
ed where all parts of the
county are contributing and
we prosper,” said Brown. 

He spoke of the potential
for “significant revenue”
through the development of
solar energy systems, noting
that there are 10 to 15 proj-
ects currently considering
location in Darlington
County. 

YEAR ON 6
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obituaries

Richard McKnight
Richard McKnight, 61, hus-

band of Peggy Barnes
McKnight, passed on Thursday,
December 21, 2017 surrounded
by loved ones.
R i c h a r d
resided in
Olive Branch, 

MS but
came home to
spend his
final time sur-
rounded by
family and friends in
Darlington, SC, where he
passed away after a brave 6-
year battle against cancer.
Richard was born in
Darlington, South Carolina, the
son of the late Brunson and
Mildred McKnight.  Richard
worked at Peoples Natural Gas
in Darlington, SC and then as a
Maintenance Manager in
Florence, SC and Mt. Pleasant,
SC with Steven D. Bell Co.,
prior to his retirement in 2005.
Richard moved to Olive
Branch, MS in 2008 where he
currently resided. Richard
loved being with family and
friends and will be remem-
bered for his ability to always
make someone smile and laugh
with his special sense of humor.
He loved spending time with
family and friends, was a
devoted husband, father,
grandfather, brother, Uncle
and friend.  Richard enjoyed
fishing, listening to Music and
watching NASCAR, but most
enjoyed time spent with loved
ones and always making peo-
ple smile and laugh.

Richard is survived by his
wife, Peggy Barnes McKnight
of Olive Branch, MS, daughters
Kaysie (Joey) Powell of
Florence, SC, Bridget Bonds of
Darlington, SC, Jordan
McKnight (Michael Looney), of
Olive Branch, MS, and son,
Travis McKnight of Olive
Branch, MS, brothers Laverne
(Faye) McKnight of Darlington,
SC, Jay D (Dannette) McKnight
of Sumter, SC.  Sisters, Dorothy
McKnight of Hartsville, SC,
Connie McKnight of Camden,
SC and Mary Holloway of
Darlington, SC.
Grandchildren, Logan,

Kursten, Bryce, Chandler,
Makenzie, Maci, Addisyn and
two great grandchildren.
Richard is also survived by In-
Laws Mary Ann Barnes,
Dentison Barnes, Steve Barnes
and Tammy McKnight and
many very special and loving
nieces and nephews.  Richard
was predeceased by his sisters
Mildred McKnight, Shelby
(Johnny) Anderson and
Brother, Ronnie McKnight. The
family received friends at the
home of Laverne and Faye
McKnight in Darlington SC. 

Visitation was held on
Tuesday, December 26, 2017 at
2 p.m. followed by a Memorial
Service at 3 p.m. in the Chapel
at Belk Funeral Home in
Darlington, S.C.  

The family suggests dona-
tions be made to the American
Cancer Society. A guestbook is
available online at www.belk-
funeralhome.com.

James "Bubba"
Edward Cooper

James "Bubba" Edward
Cooper, 55, of Darlington, SC
went to join the other angels on
December 22, 2017. He was born
on March 7, 1962 in Darlington
where he resided most of his life.
Mr. Cooper graduated in 1981
from Spartanburg School for the
Deaf & Blind. He was on the
wrestling, baseball, and football
teams. Annually, he would visit
his alma mater for Homecoming
Weekend. He loved his school
and the many teachers, coaches,
and friends. James retired from
Sonoco Products after 22 years.
He worked part time at Piggly
Wiggly and recently at BiLo in
Hartsville. James taught sign
language at the SC Governor’s
School for Science &
Mathematics. Mr. Cooper
attended Florence Baptist
Temple and Hoffmeyer Road
Baptist Church. He was heavily
involved in the deaf community
and Southeastern Deaf
Association.  

"Uncle" to many, he loved
unconditionally and made him-
self a part of many joyous cele-
brations and occasions. All who
knew James gave and received
many hugs and "I love you" was

a favorite for him to sign to all
he loved. Bubba leaves behind
his father, Edward James
Cooper; sisters, Myra Mims
(Larry) and Sandra Milczewski
(Dr. Joseph); nephew, Benji
Lowry, and nieces, Mia
Grimsley (Daniel) and Alexis
Rohrer; two great nephews,
Keaton and Landon. He was pre-
ceded in death by his mother,
Mary Louise Nolan and niece,
Mary Eris Fraley. Additionally,
we appreciate the great families
of the Syracuse Community,
Claudette Quinn, Cathy Britt,
and Kitty Howle. 

Thank you, Cameron Lloyd,
you gave James gifts he cher-
ished beyond measure; brother-
hood, friendship, love, patience,
and family. He loved all of you
dearly.

Visitation was 5-8 p.m.
Wednesday at Belk Funeral
Home, service on Thursday at 3
p.m. at Hoffmeyer Road Baptist
Church in Florence with burial
following at Grove Hill
Cemetery.

Memorial may be sent to
charities on one's choice.

A guestbook is available
online at www.belkfuneral-
home.com.

Danny Mercer
Danny T. Mercer, age 63,

formerly of Wilson, NC, died
Thursday, December 21, 2017.
A graveside service was held at
2 p.m. on Saturday, December
23, in Lamar Cemetery, direct-
ed by Belk Funeral Home.

Born in Wilson, NC on May
12, 1954, he is the son of the
late Roney and Peggy Walston
Mercer. Danny graduated from
Rock Ridge High School in
Wilson and then from DeVry
University. He worked as a
salesman in the plumbing sup-
ply industry and also served
two terms as Wilson County
Commissioner. He was a mem-
ber of Cedar Grove Baptist
Church in Wilson.

Surviving are his wife, Polly
Plummer Mercer, children:
Rhonda (Tommy) Blackmon of
Lamar and Rick (Jamie)
Gaskins of Darlington, two
grandchildren, Whitney and
Carissa Gaskins; two great-

grandchildren, Bryce and
Berkley Anderson, his mother-
in-law, Sammie Plummer, and
his canine buddies, Jack and
Reagan.

Memorials may be made to
Wesley Chapel United
Methodist Church, PO 56
Lydia, SC 29079.

A tribute page is available
online at www.belkfuneral-
home.com.

Booker T. Wingate
Booker T. Wingate died

peacefully at his home on
Dec.16, 2017 after an illness.  

He was born in Darlington
County on July 21, 1929, in
Darlington County, to the late
Ms. Bertha Wingate. He
resided in Florence prior to
moving to the Washington,
D.C. area in 1950.  He became
established there and he
worked and raised his family.
Booker returned to Darlington
after his retirement and shared
a home with his only daughter.

His deceased wife, the for-
mer Carrie Baker and their two
sons, Melvin and Booker T.
Wingate Jr. all preceded him in
death.

He is survived by his present
wife, Rose Sumpter Wingate
who resides in Maryland; his
devoted daughter, Cynthia
Yvonne Wingate of the home;
two grandsons, Marcus
(Latisha) Wingate of Atlanta,
Ga. and Jared Wingate of
Hyattsville, Maryland; 10
great-grandchildren; also a
number of great-great-grand-
children.  Other survivors
include a sister, Miriam Jones
of Darlington; and a special
cousin, Josie Pratt of Florence.

Wake service was held at
11a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 23rd
at Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, 212 Chestnut
St., Darlington.  Funeral servic-
es were conducted at noon,
immediately after the wake.
Graveside/Burial services were
held at Northview Cemetery on
Roughfork Street, Florence.

Kenneth L. Boatwright, Sr.
and the staff of Jefferson
Funeral Home Service, Inc. of
Lynchburg were in charge of
arrangements.

L i v i N g  o N  P u r P o s e

A meaningful
New Year’s resolution
By Dr. William Holland

A brand-new year is here
and I am excited to see what
the Lord has for us! Keeping
Christ at the center of our
thoughts takes a great deal of
discipline and determination
but so does everything else
we really care about. It comes
down to how serious we are
about knowing God and how
willing we are to give Him
the control of our life.
Whatever we become
involved with, He simply
wants to listen and obey his
instructions, which is what
being our Lord is all about. If
we abide under the shadow
of His wings, we will walk in
the peace and joy of His
Spirit but if we allow our-
selves to be tempted and
drawn away, we will remain
distant and miserable.
Matthew chapter 22 gives us
the meaning of life, “Jesus
said unto him, thou shalt love
the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind. This is
the first and great command-
ment.” Most of the time we
are so busy making our own
decisions that we hardly ever
consider the distractions that
cause us to drift away from
Him. In the book of
Revelation chapter two, He’s
disappointed with how the
Ephesians had left their “first
love” and today is a perfect
time for us to examine our
heart, and choose whom we
will serve. Actually, the Bible
contains many passages
where God says He loves us
and how much He wants to
be with us. The incarnation,
crucifixion and the resurrec-
tion is all about restoring our
fellowship with Him and liv-
ing in the awareness of His
presence.  

At this time of year, we
start planning our resolu-
tions and actually it’s a per-
fect time to start developing
spiritual lifestyle changes.
You notice I used the word
“developing” because draw-
ing closer to God is a process
much like losing weight,
exercising or any other type
goal in which we are striving
toward a goal. For example,
eating a salad today is not
going to automatically fix our
weight problem but it’s a pos-
itive first step and the same is
true with learning how to live
the Christian life. There have
been many adaptations from
the original Al-anon credo
that encourages everyone to
be realistic about trying to

change everything all at
once, because we need to
understand that personal
transformation is a lifestyle
that will require concentra-
tion and perseverance.
Philippians 3:14 says, “I press
toward the mark for the prize
of the high calling in Christ
Jesus” and reveals a vital con-
dition that no one else can do
this for us – this must be
between us and God! It’s
great to have long-term goals
and we should release our
faith into accomplishing our
destiny, but it’s important to
focus on our mission one day
at a time. It would be much
better to go slow with perma-
nent results than to rush and
become overwhelmed with
frustration and disappoint-
ment. 

Another meaningful reso-
lution would be to dedicate a
few minutes each day to
prayer. Daily Bible reading is
another excellent place to
focus our attention because
the words of God are spiritu-
al nourishment to our soul
and will help fill our mind
and heart with strength and
confidence. Again, I must
include this journey will
require a fierce tenacity
which we commonly avoid
because we hate to be
uncomfortable. As many of
you already know, drawing
near to Christ is a serious
challenge because of the
added resistance from the
dark side. Long story short;
it’s possible but not easy! I
recently recorded an 80-
minute CD where I narrate
over 100 encouraging Bible
passages and includes several
original songs that are filled
with hope, joy and faith. This
is a resource for those who
want to fill their mind with
God’s promises. Contact me
and I would be honored to
send you a free copy. May you
live in the peace of His pres-
ence this coming year. 

“Father, in the name of
Jesus, we acknowledge you
as the ultimate authority of
all things. You created every-
thing and are in total control.
Please give us courage to dis-
cipline our flesh and an extra
measure of faith that we
might become what you have
called us to be, amen.”

Dr. Holland lives in Central
Kentucky with his wife Cheryl,
where he is a Christian
author, outreach minister and
community chaplain. To learn
more visit: billyhollandmin-
istries.com.

Darlington County Water
& Sewer Authority

The Board of Directors of Darlington County Water &
Sewer Authority will meet in the Conference Room at
1701 Harry Byrd Highway, Darlington SC at 5:00
p.m. on the following dates:

January 16, 2018 February 19, 2018
March 19, 2018 April 16, 2018
May 21, 2018 June 18, 2018
July 16, 2018 August 20, 2018
September 17, 2018 October 15, 2018
November 19, 2018 December 17, 2018

C h u r C h
N e w s   

Please send your church news
and photos to: editor@newsand-
press.net

LIVE@CENTRAL! 
Mal Hyman, Professor of

Sociology at Coker College,
will present an introspective
review of the assassination of
President John F. Kennedy, in
light of new information
released this past fall. Hyman
is known nationally as an
expert on this persistent
conundrum. The free public
program will be held January 3
in Spears Fellowship Hall at
Central United Methodist
Church on the corner of West
Cheves and South Irby streets
in downtown Florence begin-
ning at 6:30 p.m. 

Choir Rehearsal
The Woman's Pee Dee

District Department District
Woman’s Choir Winter Summit
Choir Rehearsal will be held
January 6. Practice will begin
at 10 a.m. at the Savannah
Grove Baptist Church Music
Room, 2620 Alligator Road,
Effingham.

Leadership Program
Palmetto Missionary Baptist

Church, 1104 Piano Rd.,
Florence, will have their
‘Annual Officers Leadership
Program’ on Sunday, January 7
at 4 p.m. Speaker for the occa-
sion will be the Rev. Dr.
Thomas E. Simmons, pastor of
Reedy Fork Baptist Church in

Simpsonville. He is also Region
4 Vice President of the Baptist E
& M Convention of S.C.
Everyone is invited to attend
this New Year Service. For
more information, call 843-
393-2750.

Bible Conference
Pastor Andy Cook is coming

to Central Baptist Church, and
he’s bringing Israel with him.
An experienced Israel tour
leader and author of multiple
books, Cook will take us on a
virtual tour of many biblical
sites during a four-day Bible
conference. Starts January 7,
2018, at 10:30 am with evening
sessions at 7 p.m. Jan.7-10.
Discover more at experienceis-
raelnow.com/central. Central
Baptist is located at 512 Spring
Street, Darlington. For more
information, call 843-393-
8581.

The Upper Room Holy
Ghost Mission

Sunday morning worship is
at 11 a.m. Bible study
Thursday night is at 7 p.m. at
109 Main St. in Darlington
Come worship under the lead-
ership of Pastor Warren D.
Spearman. Call 843-250-0418
for prayer.

Bible Study
Bible study at Mt.Zion

Tabernacle Believers Church
426 W. Broad St. Darlington,
on Tuesday nights at 6:00
p.m. Bible study led by
Rev.Larry Scipio. Contact
Deacon Z.Frierson at 843-
992-3158 or church 843-992-

8125. Come join us.
Covenant Baptist

Church Prayer Line
Anyone who needs prayer

for healing and deliverance is
welcome to call the Prayer Line
at 843-393-8555. The prayer
line is open Tuesdays and
Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m.

St. Catherine's
Episcopal Church

3123 W. Palmetto St.,
Florence. Worship Time:  11
a.m. (4th Sunday 8:30 a.m.)
Sunday School:  9:45
a.m.Phone:  843-601-3672

Facebook: St.Catherine’s EC
Vicar:  The Rev. Jeffrey R.
Richardson

Lawson Grove Baptist
Church

3585 Lawson Grove Rd,
Hartsville. Sunday-- Church
School at 9:45a.m. and
Worship Service at 10:45a.m.
Wednesday-- Prayer 6:30 p.m.
Bible study 7p.m.

Streaming Available at law-
songrovebaptistchurch.com

Black Creek Baptist
Church 

Black Creek Baptist
Church, located 139 Mont
Clare Road, Dovesville,
announces their hours:
Sunday:  10 a.m. Sunday
School, 11a.m. Worship
Services and 6 p.m. Evening
Worship. Wednesday: 6:30
Adult Bible Study; Youth Bible
Study, Children (Children In
Action) 7:30 Adult Choir
Practice

Covenant Baptist
Church 

Covenant Baptist Church,
located at 628 Pocket Road,
announces their hours: Sunday:
10 a.m. Sunday School, 11a.m.
Spoken Word Service.
Wednesday: 6 p.m. Bible Study.
Need a ride to church? Call 843-
393-7872.

Mt. Zion Tabernacle
Ministries 

Mt. Zion Tabernacle
Ministries 426 W. Broad St. in
Darlington announces their
hours

1st/3rd Sunday Pastoral
Sunday: Sunday School at 9:30
a.m. Church Services 11:00
Elder M. Frierson 2nd/4th
Sunday: Sunday School at 9:30
by Deacon Z. Frierson Service at
11:00 a.m. Min.Gerald Green.
The community is invited to
attend. Come expecting to hear
the anointed Word. Contact
Deacon.Z.Frierson 843-229-
3158

The Lord Cares
Please continue to assist The

Lord Cares in caring for those in
need in the Darlington area.
T.L.C.’s food bank is located at
201 Grove Street in Darlington.
They are open Monday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from
10 a.m. until 12 p.m. Donations
of non-perishable food items
(especially canned meats) are
needed, as are toiletries, bath-
room tissue, and paper towels.
Mail monetary donations to:
The Lord Cares PO Box, 1457,
Darlington, SC 29540.
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Centennial Farmers
Market

This market features fresh,
organic gourmet foods, free-
range eggs and homegrown,
healthy foods including home-
made breads and sweet treats
and as always, live music and
entertainment! Every
Thursday from 4 – 7 p.m.
Location: Corner of 5th St. and
Carolina Ave. in Hartsville.

Darlington Elks
Lodge 

Tuesdays: Swing/Shag
dance lessons, "New" line
dance lessons from 8-10 p.m.

Wednesdays: Karaoke from
8-10 p.m.

Thursdays: Bingo at 7:30
p.m.   

Darlington Elks Lodge is
located at 836 Timmonsville
Hwy. For more info: 843-393-
1451.

BNI
Meets each Tuesday at 7:30

am in the conference room of
the TB Thomas Sports Center,
701 W Washington St,
Hartsville.

Hartsville Kiwanis
Club

Thursdays at 12:15 p.m. at
the Hartsville Country Club

Hartsville Lions Club
Thursdays at 12:30 p.m. at

Mr. B's Restaurant

Hartsville Rotary
Club

Tuesdays at 12:30 p.m. at
Hartsville Country Club

Paws to Read
Paws to Read is a literacy

program where emerging and
reluctant readers can create
positive emotional connections
with reading. Therapy Dogs
International with their train-
ers come for one-on-one read-
ing sessions on the first
Saturday and third Tuesday of
each month at 12:30 pm. and
3 p.m. respectively at the
Darlington Library Branch.

Story Time 
Darlington: Thursdays at 10

a.m. Info: 398-4940 ext. 305. 
Hartsville: Tuesdays at 10

a.m. Info: 332-5115 ext. 7.
Society Hill: Thursdays at

11:00 a.m.  Info: 378-0026�
Lamar: Thursdays at 11:30

a.m. Info: 326-5524   

Library Programs
Teen Program - Mon at 5pm
After School Club - Tues. at

4pm 
Homeschool Hub - Wed. at

2pm  
Family Movie - Thurs. at

4pm  

Crochet & Knit Clubs
Lamar: each Monday at

4:30 p.m. 326-5524 
Society Hill: each Friday

from 2-4 pm 378-0026 
Darlington: 2nd Friday of

the month 10 a.m. - noon 398-
4940

Hartsville: “The Stitchers”
group meets the 1st  & 3rd
Mondays and 2nd & 4th
Thursdays at 5 pm.

Pee Dee SCORE 
Pee Dee SCORE (Service

Corps of Retired Executives)
offers Free confidential coun-
seling to America's small busi-
ness, serving Darlington,
Florence and surrounding
areas. Existing and start-up
businesses can schedule an
appointment by calling the
Hartsville Chamber of
Commerce at 843-332-6401.

Alcoholics
Anonymous 

Alcoholics Anonymous will
hold an open meeting of big
book and traditions studies
weekly at 8 p.m. Monday
nights at Trinity UMC on
Pearl Street. Use Orange
Street entrance. Info: 843-
395-6897.

AA meets at the Hartsville
AA Hut, 310 S. McFarland
Street: 12 noon and 6 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday; 12 noon
and 8 p.m. Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday, Saturday;
and 8pm Sunday.

Al-Anon Meetings 
Al-Anon is a fellowship of

adult relatives and friends of
alcoholics for mutual support.
Visitors are welcome.
Childcare is not available. Al-
Anon meetings: 

Thursdays at 8p.m at the
Hartsville AA Hut, 310 S.
McFarland Street. Info: 843-
992-2981.

Free STEM Friday at
Girls University
For girls grades 5K - 8th

grade. The event is 100 per-
cent free and will take place
from 6:30 - 7:30 pm at the
Girls University Lab, 1249
Celebration Blvd. in Florence.
Girls will complete a variety
of Girls U signature STEM
and STEAM (science, technol-
ogy, engineering, arts and
math) enrichment activities.
Each month, there will be a
different activity. Only 20
slots available so girls must
be registered to attend.
Register online at
https://free-
fridays.eventbrite.com.

Hartsville Pilot Club
Fourth Monday each month

at 6 p.m. at their clubhouse
across from the Lawton Park
Tennis Courts

Hartsville
Toastmasters

2nd and 4th Monday each
month at 7 p.m. at the Black
Creek Arts Center

Darlington County
First Steps

2nd Tuesday each month at
5:30 pm in the Chamber of
Commerce Boardroom, 214 N
5th St, Hartsville.

DC Disabilities and
Special Needs Board

Holds monthly meetings on
the last Tuesday of each month
at 2 p.m. The public is wel-
come to come to the meetings.
The meetings are held at the
Scott Center 201 N. Damascus
Church Road in Hartsville.

Darlington Branch
NAACP

The Darlington Branch
NAACP meets on the second
Tuesday every month, 7:00
p.m. at 109 Pearl Street. New
members are always wel-
comed. For more information
contact President Anthony
Hall at 843-229-1274 or email
to
darlingtonnaacp@yahoo.com.
Please visit our Facebook page:
Darlingtonnaacp.

Darlington
Professional Women

Darlington Professional
Women (DPW) will meet on
the 3rd Wednesday of each
month at noon at the
Darlington Country Club. DPW
is an association for local busi-
nesswomen to share lunch,
enjoy a presentation and net-
work. 

Historical
Commission Meeting

1st Thursday of the month,
10 a.m. at the Historical
Commission, 204 Hewitt St.,
Darlington.

Darlington County
Coordinating Council 

The first Friday of every
month at 11:30. Alternating

months between Carolina
Pines in Hartsville and
Medford Nursing Center in
Darlington. 

Darlington Library
Needle Nuts - 2nd Fri. each

month
Book Club - 3rd Sat. of each

month

Yoga for Beginners
Yoga will be held at the

Darlington Library the 1st and
3rd Saturday each month from
12:30-2 p.m.

Book Club
The Darlington Library

Book Club meets the 3rd
Saturday of each month 12pm-
1 p.m. Stop by the library to
pick up each month's selection. 

Darlington County
Board of Education 

The Darlington County
School District Board of
Education will meet at 6 p.m.
Jan. 8 in the Training Room of
the Administrative Office
located at 120 E. Smith
Avenue in Darlington.

Lamar Town Council 
Lamar Town Council will

meet at 5 p.m. Jan. 8 at town
hall.

Hartsville City
Council Meeting

City Council holds their reg-
ular council meeting January 9
at 5:30 p.m. in Council
Chambers, found on the first
floor of City Hall, 100 E.
Carolina Ave.

Society Hill Town
Council Meeting

The Society Hill Town
Council will hold their month-
ly meeting Jan 9. All monthly
meetings will be held at 6:30
p.m. at Town Hall of Society
Hill 280 South Main Street.

Parkinson's Support
Group

A meeting of the Florence
area Parkinson's Disease
Support Group will be held
January 9, from 5:30 to 6:30
p.m. at 121 E. Cedar Street,
Florence.   Kitty Weaver,
Director of Palliative Care,
Agape Hospice, will speak on
“What Is Palliative Care and Its
Benefits.”  Meetings are open
to people with Parkinson's,
caregivers, family, and friends.
For more information call 843-
673-0854 or email haybr-
ton@gmail.com.

Free to Be Me
Workshop

The Free to Be Me work-
shop, January 20, from 9 a.m.
- 3 p.m. is a transition-focused
workshop for young adults
ages 12 and up with disabili-
ties and their
parents/guardians. The par-
ents/guardians and young
adult attend the learning ses-
sions together to develop a
transition plan, which includes
the school transition process,
life goals, employment goals,
self-determination skills and
self-advocacy development.
Parents/guardians will also
learn about alternatives to
guardianship and how to
encourage and support their
young adult’s independence. A
light lunch will be provided.
This event is free and open to

the public. To register, visit
fs27.formsite.com/all4autism/
form31/index.html.

Economic
Development Update

Luncheon
The Economic Development

Update Luncheon will be held
at the Hartsville Country Club
on January 31. Lunch will be
available at 11:30 a.m. with
the program promptly begin-
ning at 12:15 p.m. Frank Willis
of Darlington County
Economic Development and
Ronald Carter of the North
Eastern Strategic Alliance will
update members on activity in
our county and region. The SC
Department of Commerce’s
Deputy Director for Global
Business Development Mandy
Brawley will deliver the
keynote address.

Golden Readers at
the Florence Little

Theatre
A delightful afternoon of

“readers theatre.” Enjoy Wit
and Wisdom - a collection of
humorous stories plus the
radio play Spring Cleaning
from Our Miss Brooks on Feb.
4, 2018. This free show is
directed by Rebecca Sowell.
Tickets are required as seating
is assigned. Recommended age
for the show is 13 or older.
Check their Facebook page or
call 843-662-3731 for ticket
availability.

Darlington City
Council Meeting

The Darlington City Council
will hold their monthly meet-
ing Feb. 6 at 6:30 p.m. in the
City of Darlington Council
Chambers at City Hall, located
at 400 Pearl Street.

Darlington County
Board of Education 

The Darlington County
School District Board of
Education will meet at 6 p.m.
Feb. 12 in the Training Room
of the Administrative Office
located at 120 E. Smith
Avenue in Darlington.

Lamar Town Council 
Lamar Town Council will

meet at 5 p.m. Feb. 12 at town
hall.

Hartsville City
Council Meeting

City Council holds their reg-
ular council meeting Feb. 13 at
5:30 p.m. in Council
Chambers, found on the first
floor of City Hall, 100 E.
Carolina Ave.

Society Hill Town
Council Meeting

The Society Hill Town
Council will hold their month-
ly meeting Feb. 13. All month-
ly meetings will be held at
6:30 p.m. at Town Hall of
Society Hill 280 South Main
Street.

Coker College
Faculty and Guest

Artist Dance Concert
The Coker College Faculty

and Guest Artist Dance
Concert is February 22 & 23 at
7:30 p.m. and February 24 at 3
p.m. in the Watson Theater of
the Elizabeth Boatwright
Coker Performing Arts Center.
This performance features
choreography of the Coker

Dance Program faculty as well
as Guest Artists Rhythm
McCarthy, Trent Williams and
Ronald K. Brown of Evidence A
Dance Company. Tickets are
free with a Coker ID, $5 for
students/seniors, and $10 for
adults.

Darlington City
Council Meeting

The Darlington City Council
will hold their monthly meet-
ing March 6 at 6:30 p.m. in the
City of Darlington Council
Chambers at City Hall, located
at 400 Pearl Street.

Darlington County
Board of Education 

The Darlington County
School District Board of
Education will meet at 6 p.m.
March 12 in the Training
Room of the Administrative
Office located at 120 E. Smith
Avenue in Darlington.

Lamar Town Council 
Lamar Town Council will

meet at 5 p.m. March 12 at
town hall.

Hartsville City
Council Meeting

City Council holds their reg-
ular council meeting March 13
at 5:30 p.m. in Council
Chambers, found on the first
floor of City Hall, 100 E.
Carolina Ave.

Society Hill Town
Council Meeting

The Society Hill Town
Council will hold their monthly
meeting March 13. All monthly
meetings will be held at 6:30
p.m. at Town Hall of Society Hill
280 South Main Street.

Kalmia Gardens
Oyster Roast

The annual Kalmia Gardens
Oyster Roast will be held March
17 from 4 to 7 p.m. at Kalmia
Gardens, 1624 W. Carolina Ave.
Come enjoy SC Oysters, appe-
tizers and music. This is a great
event that supports the
Gardens. For more information,
visit Kalmiagardens.org or call
843-383-8145.

Darlington City
Council Meeting
The Darlington City Council

will hold their monthly meet-
ing April 3 at 6:30 p.m. in the
City of Darlington Council
Chambers at City Hall, located
at 400 Pearl Street.

Darlington County
Board of Education 

The Darlington County
School District Board of
Education will meet at 6 p.m.
April 9 in the Training Room
of the Administrative Office
located at 120 E. Smith
Avenue in Darlington.

Lamar Town Council 
Lamar Town Council will

meet at 5 p.m. April 9 at town
hall.

Hartsville City
Council Meeting
City Council holds their reg-

ular council meeting April 10
at 5:30 p.m. in Council
Chambers, found on the first
floor of City Hall, 100 E.
Carolina Ave.

If you have lost or found a pet, go online to www.darlingtonhumane.org and click on the
link Lost/ Found Pets. You will be directed to the www.thelostpets.com Web site where
you can register your missing pet. 

You will be able to provide a detailed description of your missing pet, as well as attach a photo.
Upon registering your lost pet, an e-mail alert will be sent to the Darlington Shelter’s e-mail
address. This will allow the Shelter staff to recognize your lost pet should it arrive at the facility.

Sweet, happy girl!!  Phoebe is such a crowd pleaser.
Everyone loves this brindle jacketed girl with the won-
derfully cupped ears. A great choice for a family
already stocked with kids and other dogs, Phoebe is
friendly and social and loves pleasing people. 48lbs;
bully mix; female; 2 yrs old

Beautiful Buttercup is loaded with tail wags, a big
smile and warm, welcoming swiveling hips. This sunny
faced athletic lady has never met a stranger and has
such fun going and doing.   Although she has scars on
her ears from a terrible former life, Buttercup is one of
the happiest dogs in town. She is a social, outgoing girl
who loves having her belly rubbed, taking moderate
paced walks and then simply chilling close to her
human.   female; 34lbs;  1 yr old; lab mix

Have you lost or found a pet?
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The Darlington County Humane Society is located 0.5 miles
from Darlington Raceway off Highway 151 in Darlington.
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Smith sees golden
anniversary with
Darlington County

By Samantha Lyles
Staff Writer

slyles@newsandpress.net

At a recent meeting of
Darlington County Council, a res-
olution was unanimously
approved honoring facilities
manager Andrew F. Smith for
fifty years as a county employee.
Council members teased Smith
about their expectations for fifty
more years of work, but their
jokes carried a kernel of possibili-
ty: if anyone could manage to
double up on their golden
anniversary, it's probably Andrew
Smith. 

Smith's path toward that 50
year milestone took a few inter-
esting turns before bringing him
home. Born in Society Hill in
1937 to parents Mack and Lottie
Smith, Andrew graduated from
Rosenwald High School then
moved to New York City for a few
years until he got a tap on the
shoulder from the U.S. govern-
ment.

“Uncle Sam drafted me into
the Army in 1959,” says Smith,
noting that his original training
was in radio communications –
specifically, sending and translat-
ing coded messages with a cryp-
tography machine. “I went to
school in Seattle, Washington for
four weeks and I had to take a
secret clearance course in order
to operate the crypto machine.”

Smith was bound for Korea,
but was none to eager to go to
war just yet, so he volunteered for
Airborne training at Fort Bragg,
North Carolina.

“There, I made my five perfect
jumps, got my blood wings, and
stayed at Fort Bragg from 1960 to
'67,” Smith recalls.

Along the way, he married
wife Sarah (a Wilmington, NC
native) in 1961 and moved back
to Darlington after leaving the
Army. 

“I loved the Airborne and
wouldn't trade it for the world,
but my wife didn't like the jump-
ing,” Smith says. 

In March of 1967, he took a job
working at the Darlington County
Courthouse (built in 1964) as a
custodian and applied his mili-
tary discipline and affinity for
training to his new vocation, tak-
ing seminars and courses and
learning how to best perform his
new duties. 

“I worked myself up from jani-
tor to custodian director, from
there to building maintenance
director, then they joined the two
jobs together, and now the job is
called facilities manager,” says
Smith, who now manages the
maintenance of the courthouse
and 20 other county buildings.

“I've learned about everything
there is to learn about the county
buildings as far as heating and
air, carpentry work – you name it.
I can do a little bit of everything,”
says Smith.

Over the years, Smith has seen
the courthouse bow under the
weight of age, enduring water
damage, a dated heating and
cooling system, and crowding as
more and more employees and
offices packed into the facility.
Concerns about security, parking,
and overcrowding have sparked a
renewed interest in relocating
court operations to a new judicial
annex, and some have called for
the old courthouse to be razed
completely so a new multi-pur-
pose facility can take its place.

Aside from his regular daily
duties, Smith has taken countless
tour groups of curious adults and
schoolchildren on basement-to-
roof tours of the courthouse,
explaining all of the building's
systems, offices, and functions so
often he could probably do it in
his sleep. Given his unparalleled
level of expertise in all things
courthouse, he believes there's
still life in the old girl.

“This building can be saved.
There's a lot of good qualities still
in this building,” says Smith. “I
would like to see a new building,
but I wouldn't want to see this
one torn down.”

He says one of the chief hur-
dles any renovation effort would
face is removing the aged heating
and cooling system, which runs
on a complex system of boilers
and water chillers, and replacing
it with a modern, efficient electri-
cal system. 

“You'd have to cut that system
out first, possibly doing it floor by
floor, and replacing it with the
new system, but it's going to be
hard because this building is so

old,” says Smith, noting that cut-
ting into the walls could disturb
construction and insulation
materials like asbestos, which
was commonly used in the 1960s.

While the decision over the
courthouse's fate lies in the hands
of Darlington County Council,
Smith says he will continue doing
everything he can to keep the
building as functional and safe as
possible. Though Smith is a can-
cer survivor and has endured
painful back surgeries, he hasn't
reached a point yet where he is
seriously considering retirement,
though he knows that day may
eventually come.

“I still feel I can give a hundred
percent to the county. When I get
to a point where I can't get up in
the morning, or don't feel I can
give that hundred percent...then I
will retire,” says Smith.

Looking back over his life,
Smith says he's very proud of rais-
ing daughters Angela and Sharon
(and doting on his grandchildren
and great-grandchildren), serv-
ing his country in the Army, and
doing his best to keep the daily
business of Darlington County
running smoothly. 

“I've enjoyed every bit of it and
have no regrets,” says Smith. “If I
had to do it all over again, I
would. I don't know what else to
say. I'm just happy ever after.”

IRS serves two
search warrants
in Darlington

Early in the morning on
Tuesday April 18, around a
dozen Internal Revenue Service
agents converged on
Darlington. The agents entered
two businesses and – according
to witnesses – began removing
boxes from the two tax prepara-
tion businesses located in down-
town. 

“The IRS is serving search
warrants at two locations on the
Square,” said Darlington Police
Department Chief Danny
Watson. “They are in control of
both scenes and we are there to
assist only.” 

DPD officers were posted
outside the two businesses for
crowd control purposes and
pedestrians were not permitted
access to either the businesses
or the sidewalks directly in front
of them. 

Areas along the west side of
the Public Square and the east
side along the first block of
South Main Street were blocked
with cones from the evening of
April 17 to the morning of April
18, but regular traffic flow was
not hindered.

A spokesperson for the IRS
said that one of the search war-
rants was for Premier & Partners
but would not provide the name
of the other business or the rea-
son for the warrants.

Lawson honored by
Clemson Extension

By Samantha Lyles
Staff Writer

slyles@newsandpress.net

EDITOR’S NOTE: Mr. Laurie
Coke Lawson, died Saturday,
December 2, 2017 at 85.

Clemson Extension's Pee
Dee Research and Education
Center recognized Darlington
native and Clemson University
graduate Laurie Coke Lawson
last week for his lifelong dedi-
cation to South Carolina agri-
culture by naming their lobby
in his honor.

At the Tuesday, April 18 ded-
ication ceremony, speakers
Mark Smith (Pee Dee REC
director) and George Askew
(Dean of Clemson's College of
Agriculture, Forestry and Life

Sciences) hailed Lawson for his
decades of farming knowledge
and his deep love for Pee Dee
agriculture.

Askew also read the follow-
ing from a letter written by Dr.
John Kelly, current president of
Florida Atlantic University and
former vice president for Public
Service and Agriculture with
Clemson:

“During my 28 years at
Clemson, I frequently heard
people across the state of South
Carolina say that Laurie
Lawson was the finest southern
gentleman they had ever met.
Nobody they ever knew loved
agriculture more than Laurie
Lawson. He would always greet
people with a big smile, a gen-
erous heart, and true kindness.
His demeanor was genuine and
authentic. He treated me like
he had known me his entire
life. For those who have had
the privilege of knowing him,
he has been a role model of
honesty, integrity, and states-
manship. We have all been
blessed to have the privilege of
being influenced by men of
such wisdom. His name being
enshrined at the Pee Dee REC is
a wonderful way to welcome
every future visitor to the Pee
Dee.”

Askew spoke of the gracious
welcome “Mr. Laurie” provided
when he first joined Clemson,
recalling that Lawson took him
on a farm-by-farm tour to
acquaint him with local pro-
ducers and personally intro-
duced him to members of the
legislative delegation. 

Lawson's peerless familiari-
ty with Pee Dee farming results
from a long and distinguished
career spent in the fields of
Lawson Farms, established in
1834 and operated by his fami-
ly for six generations, and serv-
ing the needs of farmers as
head of South Carolina’s Farm
Services Agency. Lawson also
served as the state executive
officer for United States
Department of Agriculture
Farm Services, a job that
required him to oversee the
USDA’s 33 South Carolina
offices and the state office in
Columbia.

He was chairman of the S. C.
Agriculture Commission for
eight years (from the late 1970s
to early 1980s), served as state
director to the National S.C.
Farm Bureau Federation for
two years, and has received the
Order of the Palmetto (South
Carolina’s highest civilian
honor), and Clemson's
Algernon Sydney Sullivan
Award. 

Lawson's work with
Clemson Extension's Pee Dee
REC (as assistant to the vice
president of agriculture)
required him to be “a trou-
bleshooter” for the station.

“When there was a hot spot
out in the state and somebody
didn't like something Clemson
was doing or didn't understand
it, Mr. Laurie would come and
talk to them. When Mr. Laurie
spoke, people listened,” said
Askew.

Burr breaks
powerlifting
world record

By Melissa Rollins
Editor

editor@newsandpress.net

Stacy Burr may have just
taken part in an invitation-only
powerlifting competition, but
that doesn’t change how she
views herself. 

“I put my pants on the same
way as anyone else,” Burr joked.

And while that may be the
case, the Coker College gradu-
ate has had an impressive few

years in powerlifting circles.
Burr recently returned to

Darlington after traveling to San
Diego, California to take part in
the CETC US Open. Burr said
that invitations were sent to the
top five people of each weight
class, which means that lifters
from around the world, not just
the United States, were there.

“It was beautiful just to be
invited,” Burr said. “It was the
biggest powerlifting event to
date. There was over $200,000
given out in cash prizes.”

Burr said that the addition of
prize money was nice because
typically powerlifting events
don’t have a cash prize.

“People don’t do it for the
money,” Burr said. “It is about
the pride and about making
yourself better.”

And Burr did make herself
better; in fact, she broke a world
record.

“I set a new all-time world
record for the 148 division,”
Burr said. “I beat the previous
record by 58 pounds. It was a lit-
tle bittersweet for the previous
record holder; she was there to
see me beat it.”

Burr said that she is extreme-
ly proud to have broken the
record, especially because of
how much she beat it by.

“When someone sets a new
record, it is usually by ten
pounds or something like that,”
Burr said. “I beat it by 58
pounds. That was crazy.”

With competitors from all
over the country and all over
the world, Burr said it is hum-
bling.

“I’m just from Darlington,
South Carolina,” Burr said. “I’m
really the people’s champion
because I’m a nobody.”

The normally mild-man-
nered Burr said that there is a
big change when she is prepar-
ing to lift.

“I’m really intense,” Burr
said. “I yell and I scream. I’m
probably the nicest person
you’ll ever meet but when I’m
competing I get really intense.”

Even though she is young in
the sport, Burr said that having
confidence when you hit the
floor makes all the difference.

“Whatever you put on, you
have to know that you can do it,”
Burr said. “If you doubt yourself,
it will probably eat you for lunch.”

When the competition came
to an end, Burr walked away with
a second place overall win, snag-
ging first place in her weightclass.

Moving
Washington St.
Elementary a
concern in
Hartsville
By Melissa Rollins

Editor
editor@newsandpress.net

During the May 8 meeting of
the Darlington County Board of
Education, two Hartsville pas-
tors expressed interest and con-
cern about where the district
will build the new elementary
school in Hartsville.

Pastor Chris Frazier said
that several pastors were in
attendance at the meeting.  

“The reason we are here is
because we all have parish-
ioners and children that attend
Washington Street School,”
Frazier said. “We are in agree-
ment that the schools need to
be updated and replaced. The
real reason we are here is we
want to ask an update, if there
have been recommendations
from the architect, any sites
that have been selected for the
new schools.”

Frazier said that
Washington Street is ‘near and
dear’ to people in the neighbor-

hood. He suggested that the
school district look at purchas-
ing 75 acres of land on
Washington Street to build the
new school.

“What we are saying is if
there is a possibility that the
school can relocate and still be
built in the Washington Street
area we would be all for it,”
Frazier said. “We want the best
education for our
children…We know that we’ve
to go to the 21st century. I think
a lot of sacrifice has been made
on the south side of
Hartsville…We’ve done what
we had to do and it was better
for the community. That is the
only educational institution
that is left in the south side of
Hartsville.”

DCSD Board chairman
Jamie Morphis told Frazier that
community meetings would be
held to get input from the com-
munity before any decisions
are made. He said decisions
would also be informed by the
Department of Transportation,
construction management and
the project architects. 

Rev. J. D. Blue of Second
Baptist Church spoke next.

“A lot of our children and
grandchildren attend that
school and it means a lot to
south Hartsville,” Blue said.
“All around the world, if a
school closes the first to close is
on of ours. The only thing we
have in our community now is
Washington Street. Some
might say we have Butler, well
we really don’t have Butler.
Now that we are moving for-
ward in the process…the com-
munity of south Hartsville is
shaken up; there is no need to
beat around the bush about it.”

Blue said that the school
board needs to look after the
interest of all students when
making building decisions.

We pledged a few minutes
ago and when we did we talked
about justice for all,” Blue said.
“If we really mean what we
pledged, sometimes we have to
get our ego out of the way and
do that which is right, not only
for a particular group of people
but for all people…I am here
tonight to tell you that it is
going to be a fight because we
are really concerned and we
are tired of every time a school
has to close, it has to be one of
ours.”

Darlington Garden
Club garners
state awards

By Samantha Lyles
Staff Writer

slyles@newsandpress.net

Members of the Darlington
Garden Club are celebrating
more than just the arrival of
spring. Club members recently
returned from a meeting of the
National Garden Clubs organiza-
tion and brought home five
awards recognizing various
beautification and improvement
projects around the city.

Awards included Honorable
Mention for the National Garden
Week Project (project chaired by
Delette Jordan); State Certificate
of Merit for the planters placed

around downtown Darlington;
Third Place for the Youth Award,
for money donated to help fund a
Children's Garden at the
Darlington Library (project
chaired by Marie Ross); First
Place for the Sarah Porter Smith
Boylston Memorial Garden
Award for work done during the
October Cleanup Day at Wells
Park (project chaired by Laura
Burns).

Most impressively, the
Darlington Garden Club took top
honors for the South Atlantic
Region of National Garden
Clubs, Inc. for Outstanding
Service (defined as promoting
the aims and objectives of gar-
dening) in the Public Relations
category.

“We were the only club to
receive this award,” says Ronda
Duke Brown, who is finishing up
her two-year term as Darlington
Garden Club president. “To be
recognized at the state level for
projects within our community is
truly an honor. We are a small
club and we have to compete
with many clubs within South
Carolina and the South Atlantic
Region, so you can imagine our
surprise at winning a regional
award.”

Other ongoing projects
include placing benches on the
Public Square. The first of these
has already been installed (in
front of Tenampa Mexican
Restaurant), and is dedicated to
the memory of late club member
Jean Donald. 

“Jean worked hard at the
Rose Garden (on Pearl Street). I
can't tell you how many hours
she and Cathy Bailey spent down
at the garden taking care of it,”
says Brown. 

Brown says the club couldn't
have accomplished so much over
the past year without generous
financial support from local busi-
nesses and individuals, and
numerous hours of hard work
from volunteers who spent their
Saturdays helping clean up and
maintain the city's parks and
green spaces. 

“This couldn't happen with-
out a partnership between the
Garden Club and the City of
Darlington and the
Beautification Board,” says
Brown. 

She says the Darlington
Garden Club extends special
thanks to Darlington city manag-
er Howard Garland, City of
Darlington Beautification Board,
Fire Department and Streets &
Sanitation Department employ-
ees, and the Darlington
Downtown Revitalization
Association for their consistent
backing and assistance with
everything from grants to daily
watering. 

“The Darlington Garden Club
would also like to welcome our
new president, Lou Kirchen, and
we hope members of the com-
munity will continue to support
the club at our next fundraiser,”
said Brown, referring to the auc-
tion and breakfast/luncheon
event known as “Card Day,”
scheduled for August 8.

To learn more about how you
can join the Darlington Garden
Club or help support their proj-
ects, contact Ronda Duke Brown
at (561) 234-9411.
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After 50 years of maintaining the Darlington County Courthouse and about 20 other county buildings,
facilities manager Andrew Smith says he still loves his job.                            PHOTO BY SAMANTHA LYLES
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Lamar gets
$500,000 for water

tank project
By Samantha Lyles

Staff Writer
slyles@newsandpress.net

Thanks to a $500,000 grant
from SC Rural Infrastructure
Authority (RIA), the Town of
Lamar is moving closer to re-
establishing its municipal water
system.

At their June 12 regular meet-
ing, Lamar Town Council dis-
cussed the grant, which will fund
repairs and painting of the town's
two water towers. Council mem-
ber Mike Lloyd said that accord-
ing to Hanna Engineering, its
possible the project could be
completed within a year.

Grant administrator Jannie
Lathan of Lathan Consulting,
LLC said the project was original-
ly estimated at 18 months, but
after conferring with Hanna
Engineering they found that a
12-month timeline could be fea-
sible. 

The RIA grant and tower
rehab is part of a comprehensive
loan/grant package Lamar is
pursuing to finance over $2.6
million in repairs and updates for
its municipal water system. The
project would address several
key system needs, including
building a new water treatment
plant at a cost of $1.2 million,
sinking a new 250 GPM (gallons
per minute) well for $362,700,
and replacing dated and unreli-
able water meters with new RF
(radio frequency) models. 

The Town of Lamar has been
purchasing all of its municipal
water from the Darlington
County Water and Sewer
Authority (DCWSA) since
February of 2016, when South
Carolina DHEC shut down the
second of Lamar's two water
wells due to trace radium detec-
tion. Sinking a new well and
building a new treatment plant
would allow the town to resume
selling water to its residential
and commercial customers, and
could save Lamar a considerable
amount of money each month.

Lamar's proprietary water
system was able to produce
1,000 gallons of water for
around 75 cents; purchasing that
same quantity of water from
DCWSA costs about $2.73. 

Meanwhile, the town contin-
ues to steadily lose significant
amounts of water due to leaks,
broken lines, and old, inaccurate
water meters. Lloyd said that in
the month of May, Lamar pur-
chased 3.5 million gallons of
water from DCWSA and billed
customers for almost 2.5 million
gallons – a loss rate of around 30
percent.

“We've got no idea where it's
going. The only thing I can figure
out is that it's in the water
meters. I've been seeing cases
where there's two or three (resi-
dents) in a house and they're
only using 1,000 gallons a
month. That kinda makes me
believe the meters are not accu-
rate,” said Lloyd.

Mayor Randy Reynolds
agreed that the town has many
old water meters and their
replacement is a crucial part of
Lamar's water system overhaul
plan.

Stucks sworn in
as Darlington

Municipal Judge
By Samantha Lyles

Staff Writer
slyles@newsandpress.net

Attorney Robert Stucks, a
Darlington native, was sworn in
as the Municipal Judge for the
City of Darlington at a well-
attended ceremony held
Monday, June 19 at the City Hall
Courtroom.

In the presence of dozens of
friends, family, and colleagues,
Stucks was administered the
oath of office by Judge John
Milling, who is also a member of
Darlington City Council.

Stucks offered thanks to all
his supporters, noting that retir-
ing Judge Dan Causey counseled
and advised him as he transi-
tioned into his new role. Stucks
said he will strive to treat liti-
gants fairly, with an eye toward
equal administration of the law.

"I recognize some people will
be coming into this courtroom
for the very first time, and they
deserve to be treated with
respect, with honor, with dignity.
But I also recognize that I took an
oath to uphold the law, and cer-

tainly that is what I will do," said
Stucks.

Hartsville High
introduces new
softball coach

By Melissa Rollins
Editor

editors@newsandpress.net

Hartsville High School soft-
ball is in good hands next season.
Tommy Garrison was introduced
as the new HHS softball coach
Tuesday, June 13 during a press
conference with principal Dr.
Charlie Burry, Athletic Director
Phyllis Griggs and former coach
Jamie Horton. 

“We are here to introduce our
second new softball coach in
three years and in most places
that would not be a good thing,”
Burry said. “Here at Hartsville
High School, though, it's a very
good thing.”

At the end of the season,
Burry said, Coach Horton
resigned to focus her efforts else-
where.

“Jamie Horton resigned the
softball position at the end of the
season so that in the coming year
she can devote more attention to
her new role as assistant athletic
director and  "athletic director in
waiting" for when Phyllis Griggs
rides off into the sunset after the
2017-18 school year,” Burry said.
“Fortunately, just as we did when
Jamie took over for Bobby, so
well, two years ago, we have an
outstanding candidate ready to
step up to the plate as our new
head coach.”

Griggs is not a new face to the
HHS athletic family: he previous-
ly served as Griggs' assistant
when she was in charge of the
softball program. 

Hartsville High has made a
name for themselves the past few
season, taking the AAA Lower
State Championship in 2015, the
AAA State Championship in 2016
and the AAAA Lower State
Championship in 2017. 

“I mention all that to let you
know that, while we have had
some outstanding individuals
lead our teams, Hartsville High
School Lady Red Foxes Softball is
a complete program that legiti-
mately contends for state cham-
pionships every year,” Burry
said. “Tommy has long been a
part of the softball culture in our
community, knows it well, and is
highly respected by those who
know him and follow softball
closely in this area. As principal,
my expectation is that the pro-
gram will represent our school
well in terms of being competi-
tive, while displaying outstand-
ing character and sportsman-
ship, and that our student/ath-
letes will contribute positively to
our overall school culture. I have
great confidence in that happen-
ing under Tommy Garrison’s
leadership.”

After some remarks from
Griggs, Garrison spoke about his
expectations for the program.

Lamar passes water
rate increase

By Samantha Lyles
Staff Writer

slyles@newsandpress.net

Lamar Town Council held a
special meeting on June 26 to
finalize their 2017/18 budget,
which contained an 8 percent
increase for municipal water
service. 

At their June 12 regular
meeting, members of Council
disagreed about the amount of
this year's increase, but all
agreed that a rate hike was nec-
essary in order to keep the town
in consideration for grants and
funding from state and federal
agencies. 

The Town of Lamar has been
purchasing all of its municipal
water from the Darlington
County Water and Sewer
Authority (DCWSA) since
February of 2016, when South
Carolina DHEC shut down the
second of Lamar's two water
wells due to trace radium detec-
tion. 

Lamar is now pursuing a
comprehensive loan/grant pack-
age to finance over $2.6 million
in repairs and updates for its
water system. The project would
address several key system
needs, including building a new
water treatment plant at a cost
of $1.2 million, sinking a new
250 GPM (gallons per minute)
well for $362,700, and replacing
dated and unreliable water
meters with new RF (radio fre-
quency) models. 

At present, the town's Water
Department is running on thin
margins while purchasing water
from DCWSA and tracking down
over 1 million gallons of unbilled

water per month, chiefly lost
through costly leaks and faulty
meters. The final budget for
2017/18 estimates department
income of $326,925 and expect-
ed expenditures of $304,226.

Chief Watson on
Police Department

break-in:
They came in 
our house and 
took our stuff

By Melissa Rollins
Editor

editor@newsandpress.net

In an emergency city council
meeting Monday July 3,
Darlington Police Chief Danny
Watson announced that the
Darlington Police Department
had been broken into and sever-
al pieces of equipment had been
stolen. 

“Over the weekend persons,
or a person, unknown at this
particular point in time,
removed multiple pieces of
equipment from the Darlington
Police Department,” Watson
said. “Once we have all the infor-
mation that we need available to
us from the investigating agen-
cies, that being the Darlington
Police Department and State
Law Enforcement Division
(SLED), once these items are
identified and potentially recov-
ered, we will release such infor-
mation as is pertinent to the
case.”

Watson said that SLED and
DPD were investigating the inci-
dent in a joint operation. 

Upgrades in security are
being done though they are
made more difficult by the age
and the construction of the
department’s building.

“This building is a 1963
building,” Waton said. “It was
originally designed to have peo-
ple occupy this building at all
times. As times have changed
that is no longer the case. We
have had to try and adopt newer
security measures over time.
Unfortunately, a lot of the securi-
ty measures that we would like
to put into place just haven’t
come into fruition yet but we are
working toward that.”

Plans were already in place
for upgrades, Watson said, and

those plans will continue along
with the changes being made
immediately.

“The city’s general obligation
bond, which was passed in
November 2016, was slated to
cover part of the security
upgrades for the department
itself, as well as City Hall in gen-
eral,” Watson said. “Additional
cameras are being added to the
cameras that we already have in
place, on the outside and inside,
which will hopefully prevent any
kind of activity such as this to
take place in the future. Like I
said, because of the age of the
building that we currently occu-
py and its construction, it’s going
to be a difficult process.”

Watson was obviously
impacted by the break-in.

“It is upsetting and sobering
to realize that even public build-
ings like ours are vulnerable to
attack,” Watson said. “I’ve
worked many, many burglaries
over the years and I‘ve never had
that feeling because I’ve never
been burglarized myself but
today I had that feeling.
Someone came into my house
and they took our stuff. These
are items that we use to help pro-
tect the citizens of Darlington
and it is very upsetting.
However, it is our stalwart and
continuing commitment to do
everything possible to find out
whoever these person or persons
are and bring them to justice.”

Five arrests made in
Darlington 

double-murder
By Melissa Rollins

Editor
editor@newsandpress.net

Five people have been arrest-
ed for the shooting that took
place June 26 at Kirven and
Southern Pines Streets in
Darlington. On July 11, Aaron
Christopher Hall, Shenika
Johnson, Juquavis Rahyeem
Bailey, Nicholas Dishawn
Johnson and Briuana Princess
Boone were arrested by the
Darlington Police Department.
Hall was arrested for two counts
of murder, two counts of
attempted murder, one count of
possession of a weapon during
the commission of a violent
crime. Johnson was arrested for
accessory after the fact for

felony murder. Bailey was
arrested for accessory before the
fact to felony murder. Boone was
arrested for accessory after the
fact to murder. At the time, DPD
Chief Danny Watson said that he
expected another arrest to be
made. On July 13, Nicholas
D'Shawn Johnson was arrested
and charged with two counts of
murder, two counts of attempted
murder and one count of posses-
sion of a weapon during the
commission of a violent crime.

Watson said that his officers
worked hard collecting evidence
and working all angles of the
case.

“What we were able to do
over a period of time, not only
with our physical evidence but
also with witness statements,
was to break down stories, to
break down potential alibis and
things like that,” Watson said.
“That really led us to paint the
picture fully and have an under-
standing of what happened.”

Watson said that his depart-
ment made arrests at the appro-
priate time.

“We live in the freest country
in the world so if I am going to
take someone’s freedom from
them, that’s a very weighty
thing,” Watson said. “You want
to be sure that you are doing the
right thing. You want to be sure
that you are making the right
case against the right person so
that when you go to court, you
can win. We can’t release all the
information that we have just for
the simple fact that you want
people to have a fair trial.”

Watson praised the officers in
his department, as well as the
SLED officers that assisted.   

“We had great partners with
State Law Enforcement Division
and Lt Valazak with our
Investigations section did an
outstanding job,” Watson said.
“She was very dogged, a stal-
wart investigator, who just kept
going out there, along with the
investigators that were assigned
in our Patrol Division, who did
an exceptional job. They were
getting out there and making
sure that everything continued
to go well and that we didn’t
have any new occurrences. We
didn’t, which was really great,
and they were able to solve this.”

The victims of the shooting
were Randolph Malika McClain,
21, and Ahmond Britton, 24,

according to Darlington County
Coroner Todd Hardee. Police
were called to the scene around
12:45 on June 26 where they
McClain and Britton shot inside
of a car. Another victim was
taken to the hospital but expect-
ed to recover.

State seeks death
penalty in

double-murder

A man charged with murder-
ing a 9 year-old girl and her
grandmother will face the death
penalty for his alleged crimes. 

Cephas Cowick, 24, is
charged with the murders of
Denise Couplin, 52, and her
granddaughter Deziyah
Chatman. In July of 2016,
Couplin and Davis were found
shot to death at their home on
Bobo Newsome Highway in
Darlington. 

State prosecutors notified
Cowick in early June of their
intent to seek the death penalty
in his case.

According to court docu-
ments, the prosecutors' decision
is motivated by the following
aggravating circumstances: the
victim of the murder was under
11 years of age; the murder was
committed with the purpose of
receiving money or something of
monetary value; the case
involves multiple murder vic-
tims.

Cowick's wife, Katherine
Baucom, faces two counts of
murder and will be tried sepa-
rately. Both have also been
charged with third-degree
arson, criminal conspiracy,
armed robbery with a deadly
weapon, first-degree burglary,
grand larceny less than $10,000,
and possession of a weapon dur-
ing a violent crime.

Prosecutors allege that
Cowick and Baucom acted
together to rob Couplin and
ended up killing her and
Chatman in a bedroom of their
home. It is also alleged that the
couple stole Couplin's vehicle
and burned it at a later time in
an attempt to destroy evidence
of their crimes. The burned car
was found on Birdsnest Road in
Hartsville.
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The McLeod Heart & Vascular Institute is pleased to announce that we have opened a 
new offi  ce in Hartsville to make high-quality cardiovascular care more easily accessible 
to our patients in that area. Patients can also be seen in any of our other offi  ce 
locations including Florence, Cheraw, and Sumter. Our highly-skilled physicians: 
Dr. John Patton, Cardiologist; Dr. Eva Rzucidlo, Vascular Surgeon; and 
Dr. Prabal Guha, Electrophysiologist provide expert care and utilize the latest 
techniques in the treatment of a variety of heart and vascular conditions. McLeod Health 
is recognized by CareChex* as the leader in heart and vascular care for our area. 

Our physicians are accepting new patients. Physician and self-referrals are welcome. 

For appointments call: 
Cardiology and Electrophysiology: Dr. Patton and Dr. Guha - 800-299-5689

Vascular: Dr. Rzucidlo - 843-777-7043

McLeod Heart & Vascular Services
Now Available in Hartsville.

Dr. John Patton,
Cardiologist

Dr. Eva Rzucidlo, Vascular Surgeon Dr. Prabal Guha,
Electrophysiologist
Cardiologist

McLeod
Heart & Vascular Institute

Dr. Eva Rzucidlo, Vascular Surgeon

H
McLeodHeart.org

Hartsville Location
1319 S. Fourth Street 
Hartsville, SC 29550

# 1 in the State 
for Medical Excellence in 
Major Cardiac Surgery

Top 100 in Nation 
for Medical Excellence in 

Vascular Surgery
* Ratings based on data for McLeod Regional Medical Center. 
CareChex® is an information service of Quantros, Inc. CareChex 
provides clinical, fi nancial, and patient satisfaction fi ndings to 
consumers, providers, and purchasers of U.S. medical care. Unlike 
other publicly available quality ratings, CareChex provides a 
composite evaluation of all components of medical quality including 
process of care, outcomes of care, and patient experiences.



the Palmetto Polyester Staple
Fiber Operations business,”
Rosenfeld said. “ReadySC will
be our partner for the hiring
process so we are looking for-
ward to working with them.”

Carboni said that the plant
will employee more than 100
people.  

“We expect to invest more
than $30 million dollars and to
create at least 135 jobs,” Carboni
said. “We believe the region has
a great resource for very experi-
enced employees, given the tex-
tile history in the city. The local
community and the state have
been very supportive in working
with us; we really, really appreci-
ate all the support. We are look-
ing forward to working with all
the stakeholders as we move for-
ward.”

Rosenfeld said that the trend
toward textiles made in the
United States is swinging back in
the country’s favor. The way that
the McIver Road plant was shut-
down also makes it a valuable
site for Fiber Industries to locate.

“It was very evident early on
that the U.S. has actually
become competitive again and
this is something we determined
a few years ago,” Rosenfeld said.
“Some of the people who are
working for us where there at
the time of the shutdown and
helped shut it down. The plant
was shut down in an orderly
fashion so it could actually be
restarted. We felt overall that we
could get a good employee base
to start the plant up.”

Lloyd resigns
from Lamar
Town Council

By Samantha Lyles
Staff Writer

slyles@newsandpress.net

Lamar Town Council member
Mike Lloyd turned in his resigna-
tion at Council's August 14 regu-
lar meeting, citing personal rea-
sons following the recent pass-
ing of his wife. Lloyd served
almost 20 years on Council,
including nearly three full terms
in the late 1980s and early
1990s, and then from 2008 to
the present.

Lloyd's primary responsibility
for the past several years has
been the town's water depart-
ment, which was hit hard in
February of 2016 when South
Carolina DHEC shut down the
second of Lamar's two water
wells due to trace radium detec-
tion. 

The Town of Lamar has been
purchasing all of its municipal
water from the Darlington
County Water and Sewer
Authority (DCWSA), and Lloyd
has worked steadily to find and
repair multiple leaks that cost
the town thousands in unbilled
water losses. 

Lamar is currently pursuing a
loan/grant package to finance
nearly $3 million in repairs and
updates for its municipal water
system. The project would
address several key system
needs, including building a new
water treatment plant at a cost
of $1.2 million, painting and
upgrading two water towers at a

cost of nearly $500,000, sinking
a new 250 GPM (gallons per
minute) well for $362,700, and
replacing dated and unreliable
water meters with new RF
(radio frequency) models. 

The water tower rehab proj-
ect is funded by SC Rural
Infrastructure Authority and
Lloyd said at the August 14
meeting that engineering
ground work has begun at both
towers. He noted that the project
could take up to one year to
complete.

Lloyd had a spot of good
news to share: a resident discov-
ered a massive water leak on his
property and reported it to Town
Hall. Repairs were made to the
broken ¾ inch line, which Lloyd
estimated was dumping 15,000
to 20,000 gallons per day into a
ditch. The savings from fixing
this leak will be fully reflected
on the town's next water bill
from DCWSA, but even a partial
month's bill shows a huge differ-
ence.

“We saved 235,000 gallons of
water over the month before,
which was about a $655 sav-
ings,” said Lloyd. “We have
made a big hit on the water loss-
es...right now, it's repaired and
the numbers are looking excel-
lent.”

He said the estimated month-
ly savings of around 600,000
gallons should deeply cut into
the 1 million gallons of unbilled
losses the town incurs each
month. 

Suite towers at
Darlington

Raceway renamed
for Earnhardts

By Melissa Rollins
Editor

editor@newsandpress.net

The Earnhardt name has
become synonymous with
NASCAR. Now, the name is for-
ever a part of the Darlington
Raceway. During a ceremony
Sept. 1, the track renamed the
red suite towers Earnhardt
Towers in honor of both Dale
Earnhardt Sr. and Dale
Earnhardt Jr.

“Some of the goals of the
Throwback platform were to
energize and rejuvenate some of
the history of the sport and
make it like a reunion atmos-
phere for folks to come back
here Labor Day Weekend and
pay respects to those heroes and
those legends who paved the
way for this great sport of ours,”
said Darlington Raceway
President Kerry Tharp during
the ceremony. “We believe we
are doing that here today.”

Tharp said the dedication of

WORD SEARCH

CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1. Put within
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12. Resistance
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17. Logical basis for a
belief
18. Of I
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20. Article
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22. __ route
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approval
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cal systems
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30. Dad
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32. Pouch-like struc-
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41. Hellenistic gover-
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44. Needed to see
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committee
47. Fast plane
48. Bahrain dinar
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68. Star Trek charac-
ter Laren
69. You and I

Answers on 11

ACID
BAKING
BEATING
BISCUITS
BLOOM
BREAD
BROWNIE
BUTTER
BUTTERMILK
CAKE
CHOP
COCOA

COMBINE
CONFECTION
COOKIE
CORNMEAL
CREAM
DENSE
EGGS
FLOUR
GLUTEN
GOLDEN
GREASE
HONEY

INGREDIENTS
LEAVENING
LIQUID
MEASURING
MIXING
NONSTICK
PAN
POWDER
SHEET
SODA
SUGAR
TEMPERATURE

445-9921
800-NEXT-WINDOW

Call Today
for a FREE 
Estimate

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT
131 Causey Street Myrtle Beach, SC

www.windowworldofmyrtlebeach.com

“Simply the Best for Less”

™

(843) 445 - 9921

Year
Continued from 6

Hartsville
contracts with

water park builder
By Samantha Lyles

Staff Writer
slyles@newsandpress.net

The planned expansion of the
popular Piratesville Splash Pad
into a multi-featured water park
took another step forward as
Hartsville City Council voted at
their August 1 special meeting to
contract with a design and build
firm.

After reviewing four design
build proposals, Hartsville opted
to use Trident Construction, LLC
of North Charleston for their
Design Build contractor. Trident
lists several similar projects
among their building credits,
including water parks and
splash zones built for Charleston
County Parks and Recreation
and aquatic centers built for
Orangeburg and New Bern,
North Carolina.  

Mayor Mel Pennington said
the city has been communicat-
ing with several groups that use
the soccer fields at Byerly Park
over concerns that the fields
would be sacrificed to expand
the water park. He said that
trimming some features from
the water park plans will allow
the soccer fields and the new
park expansion to co-exist.

“At one point, we were enter-
taining the thought of doing a
crystal lagoon, which was going
to consume all of the fields. Now
that has been tremendously
scaled back, so we should have
plenty of space,” said
Pennington.

Also on the agenda, Council
passed Resolution 08-17-02,
approving a bid award of
$767,287 for North American
Construction Company, Inc. of
Quinby to perform upgrades to
the Black Creek Pump Station.

In May, Council approved
Resolution 05-17-03 to allocate
match dollars from Water and
Sewer Reserve Funds to pay for
Black Creek Pump Station
upgrades. The city committed
$456,225 so SC Rural
Infrastructure Authority (RIA)
would commit $321,575 for this
project. The bid amount will
result in $445,712.00 being
deducted from the city's Water
and Sewer Reserve Fund. 

McIver Road textile
plant to re-open,
bring 135 jobs

By Melissa Rollins
Editor

editor@newsandpress.net

The fiber industry is coming
back to Darlington County.
During a much-anticipated
announcement Aug. 8 at the
SiMT Gould Incubator, the
Darlington County Economic
Partnership announced that
Fiber Industries LLC would be
re-opening the plant on East
McIver Road in Darlington.

Hiring will begin in the
fourth quarter of 2017 with pro-
duction to start in early 2018. 

Darlington County Economic
Partnership Executive Director
Frank Willis said that it is a relief
to finally be able to make this
announcement.

“It is a huge relief,” Willis
said. “You know people know
that something is going on and
then want to know who it is and
what it is. You want to tell them
but you can’t. It’s nice to be able
to say its Fiber Industries. The
most valuable part is that we’ve
competed and we’ve won. We’ve
got $30 million dollars; we’ve
got 135 jobs. To stand up and be
able to say that is pretty doggone
special.”

Willis has been working on
several projects and thinks that
this announcement can only
help spur others on. 

“They weren’t waiting on this
by any means but there is cer-
tainly that trail mentality,” Willis
said. “I saw you do it and I’m
trailing you. I certainly think it is
going to happen.”

Codenamed ‘Project
Phoenix’, the re-opening has
been in the works for quite some
time.

Fiber Industries management
team Andrew Rosenfeld and
Leandro Carboni shed some
light on the details that have
been agreed upon by the compa-
ny and the county.

“(August 7), the county
approved our incentive package
and that brings us closer to our
vision and our plan to re-start
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the towers was special
because it was honoring the
father-son drivers. 

“Darlington Raceway is
proud of its steep heritage,
history and the reverence
that it holds in the sport of
NASCAR,” Tharp said. “Over
the years, we have had the
opportunity to honor some of
the sports’ and our race-
track’s legends by naming
some of our facilities after
them. We are all about hon-
oring the legends and heroes
of our sport. Today, we have
the privilege of naming our
suite towers in tribute to Dale
Earnhardt Sr. and Dale
Earnhardt Jr.”

Tharp said the choice of
the Earnhardts was an easy
one for his team.

“We came together as a
staff earlier this year and dis-
cussed some of the things
we’d like to do during this
Throwback Weekend to
make it even more special,”
Tharp said. “With this being
year number three of our
Throwback platform and this
being the final full-time sea-
son for Dale Jr. in the
Monster Energy Cup Series,
the synergy was there to
make this dedication come to
fruition.” 

Kelly Earnhardt Miller
was on-hand to represent the
Earnhardt Family.

“On behalf of the
Earnhardt Family we are cer-
tainly honored that
Darlington Raceway dedicat-
ed these towers to both my
dad and Dale Jr.,” Miller said.
“This racetrack has certainly
meant a lot to my family over
the years. For me, just being a
kid running around,
Darlington was a place that
was close to our home so we
were able to come down in
the conversion van, years
ago, and play in the infield;
this has always been a special
place.”

Site selected for
DCSD ‘Project A’

By Melissa Rollins
Editor

editor@newsandpress.net

After several hours-long
executive sessions, the
Darlington County School
District made a motion Sept.
18 to enter into a contract for
property purchase for
‘Project A’. The board was
mum on what 'Project A' is,
though they have been in
search of property on which
to build a new school in both
Lamar and Hartsville.

Boardmember Maureen
Thomas made the motion and the
vote was unanimous.

Audrey Childers, DCSD Public
Information Officer, released a
statement at the end of the meet-
ing.

“Tonight the board voted to
authorize the acting superintend-
ent to enter into a contract to pur-
chase property for Project A as
discussed in tonight's executive
session, with a copy of the con-
tract to be made available to the
public in accordance with the SC
Freedom of Information Act,”
Childers said. “We will wait to
release the transaction details,
including seller's name, property
location, or the sales price, until
the negotiations are completed
and the deed is recorded.
Releasing the information before

then could impact ongoing nego-
tiations. Once the deed is record-
ed, we will release the informa-
tion as required by the SC
Freedom of Information Act.”

The public has anxiously wait-
ed for information about where
the three new schools will be
built. The only facility that will be
built on an existing school site is
the one in Darlington that will
combine Cain Elementary School
and Brunson-Dargan Elementary
School.

The new school in Hartsville
will replace Washington Street
Elementary and West Hartsville
Elementary.

Lamar’s new school will com-
bine Spaulding Elementary and
Lamar Elementary.
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Wishes Fulfilled
Nobody Does “I Do” Like We Do

Regular Hours, Monday - Friday: 9:30 - 5:30



Editor’s note: The booking
report represents a list of persons
arrested given to the media from
the W. Glenn Campbell
Detention Center under the S.C.
Freedom of Information Act. 

All people are presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty. Please
be advised there are many people
with similar names.

If listed here erroneously,
please contact the detention cen-
ter, which will send us any cor-
rections. If a person is found not
guilty in a court of law, that per-
son may have that printed here
as well by providing court docu-
ments to us to that effect.

l Robert Lee Gregg Jr., 46,
of 1514 Knots Head Dr.,
Timmonsville, Criminal
Domestic Violence 2nd Offense

l Edgar Erain Perez-Avila,
35, of 2705 White Ridge Rd.,
Hartsville, DUS (Suspended for
DUI) 3rd/SUB, Traffic/Too Fast

for Conditions
l Bobby Eric Wingate Jr.,

40, of 1014 Hampton St.,
Hartsville, Resisting Arrest,
Pedestrian Under Influence of
Alcohol or Drugs

l Christina Renee Benjamin,
20, or 649 Heathwood Dr.,
Darlington, Assault and Battery
3rd Degree, Malicious Injury to
Personal Property<$2,000

l Demaize Rashad
Benjamin, 33, of 2106
Elderberrry Drive, Florence,
Fail to Stop for Blue Light, Traf
M e t h / I c e / C r a n k / C r a c k
Cocaine>28G<100G 1st, Traf
M e t h / I c e / C r a n k / C r a c k
Cocaine>28G<100G 1st

l Raymond Kenneth Boyd,
33, Homeless, Hartsville, Traf
MDMA/Ecstasy 100<500 Units
or Equiv 1st, Traf
M e t h / I c e / C r a n k / C r a c k
Cocaine>28G<100G 1st

l Alphonso Jacoby Dudley,
29, of 1407 Tall Pines St.,

Darlington, Driving Under
Suspension

l Michael Emerson Gainey,
56, of 2105 Lorraine Dr.,
Hartsville, Criminal Domestic
Violence 2nd Offense

l Raji Vakwon Johnson, 20,
of 300 Security Dr., Hartsville,
Unlawful Carrying of Weapon

l Suzanne Leigh McCauley,
34, of 107 Stonewall Rd.,
Hartsville, Shoplifting
<$2,000

l John Richard Newsome,
33, of 123 Golf Course Rd.,
Hartsville, Driving Under
Influence, Poss <1Gram or
Meth or Cocaine Base 1st, Poss
Other Controlled Sub in Sched
1 TOV-1st

l Heather Kaylin Pratt, 26,
of 3293 N. Center Rd.,
Hartsville, Traffic/Permit
Unauthorized Person To Drive

l Hillary Arden Shoemake,
25, of 133 Appaloosa Trail,
Hartsville, Driving Under The

Influence
l Stanley Jack Wells, 43, of

2036 Garden Valley Drive,
Hartsville, Trespassing

l John Clifton Driggers, 47,
of 1601 Langley Dr., Florence,
Shoplifting <$2,000

l Brandy Vernal Hickman,
35, of 405 Wells St.,
Darlington, Driving Under
Suspension

l Brad Everette Smith, 26,
of 2223 Ashlen Rd., Hartsville,
Assault and Battery 3rd
Degree, Assault and Battery
3rd Degree, Assault and
Battery 3rd Degree, Poss <1
Gram of Meth or Cocaine Base
1st, Furnish Contraband
County/Municipal Prisons,
Weapon/Sale/Poss By Certain
Persons/Stolen Gun

l Daniel Tremaine Wilds,
21, of 416 E. Richardson Cir.,
Hartsville, Driving Under
Suspension, Driving Under
Influence

l Darquan Larchelle
Gattison, 26, of 3408 Wall
Flower Lane, Darlington,
Murder

l Sheneek Lydia Holmes, 37,
of 927 Clearview Dr.,
Hartsville, Shoplifting

<$2,000
l Robert Deandre, 24, of

124 Spark St., Darlington,
Violation of City Ordinance

l Nancy Elizabeth Morris,
32, of 2841 Patrick Hwy.,
Hartsville, Shoplifting
<$2,000, Entering Premises
After Warning, Violation of
City Ordinance, Obtain
Signature/Prop False Pretense
>$200 

l Christopher Lee Rogers,
19, of 418 Logan Avenue,
Hartsville, Public Disorderly
Conduct, Violation of City
Ordinance

l Erica Dianne Simmons,
31, of 615 Wood Duck Dr.,
Darlington, Giving False
Information

l Paul Spencer Sweet, 27, of
2520 Overview Rd., Salisbury,
NC, Shoplifting <$2,000

l Jamielet Dquan
Zimmerman, 23, of 1633 S.
Center Rd., Darlington,
Burglary Second Degree

l Brandon Hunter
Lineberger, 26, of 218 Williams
Rescue Rd., Indian Trail, NC,
Poss 28G or Less MariJ/10G or
Less Hash 1st, Driving Under
the Influence

l Blake Lee Parks, 30, of 908
Wilkes Pond Rd., Hartsville,
Tresspassing

l Darya Elizabeth Walker,
20, of 10118 Hanover Glen Rd.,
Charlotte, NC, Poss 28 G or Less
MariJ/10 G or Less Hash 1st
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CHARGES
ABHAN: Assault 

and battery, high and
aggravated nature

DUAC: Driving under
unlawful alcohol 

concentration
DUI: Driving 

under the influence
DUS: Driving 

under suspension
CDV: Criminal domestic

violence
CDVHAN: Criminal

domestic violence, high
and aggravated nature
PDC: Public disorderly

conduct
PWID: Possession with

intent to distribute
SPOM: Simple 

possession of marijuana

BOOKINGS REPORT
W. GLENN CAMPBELL DETENTION CENTER DEC. 25 THROUGH DEC. 29, 2017

INMATE NAME/AGE/BOOKING OFFENSE

  
     

    

 

 

    

Have your business featured here
for only $20 per week.

Call 393-3811

For more information, visit
www.newsandpress.net   

     
    

 

 

    

1929 Harry Byrd Hwy. between Hartsville & Darlington
Open 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Mon.-Sat. • 393-0495

Flowers Furniture
Beautiful quality sofa & love

seat sets - $550, includes tax and free delivery

Quality Queen matress and
box sets - $250, includes tax and free delivery

Lamar Hwy Mini-Storage
201 Lamar Hwy., Darlington

Variety of sizes available
$25.00 - $50.00/month

CCaallll ((884433))339933--88008844
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Lamar High School
breaks ground

on million dollar
athletic facility

upgrades
By Samantha Lyles

Staff Writer
slyles@newsandpress.net

The Darlington County
School District held a ground-
breaking ceremony at Lamar
High School on Tuesday,
September 26 to celebrate the
beginning of more than $1 mil-
lion in upgrades to Lamar High
School's football stadium and
related facilities.

LHS will be getting upgrades
to stadium concessions, rest-
rooms, and ticket booths. The
scope of work calls for a 2,880
square-foot concessions and
restroom facility (8 fixtures and
5 sinks in the men's room, 15
fixtures and 5 sinks in the
women's room), and a conces-
sions area with stainless steel
counters.

Three ticket booths will be
built, each measuring 10 feet by
10 feet. Also on the project list,
a 100 square-foot band booster
retail booth where fans can pur-
chase Silver Fox items.
Decorative metal fencing will
be erected, and concrete walk-

ways will connect the facilities. 
The 285 x 60-foot skills

range will be repaved and
painted, the 325 x 50-foot grav-
el parking lot will be paved and
painted, and the existing bus
parking lot will be paved and
striped. Also, a 25' x 300' con-
crete pad will be installed under
stands at the track.

“Athletics at Lamar are a top
priority. They are 5 and 0 right
now and have more trophies
than anybody, and I know we
are doing the right thing to
enhance sports activities here in
Lamar,” said DCSD Board of
Education member Connell
Delaine.

“I just want to thank the
interim superintendent and the
school board for believing in us
and doing this project for us. It
has been long needed,” said
LHS principal Kathy Gainey.
“I'm just thankful for my chil-
dren and the community and
how it's going to benefit them.”

Secretary of State
celebrates Sonoco

Centennial
By Melissa Rollins

Editor
editor@newsandpress.net

Sonoco has grown and
prospered in Hartsville for
over a century. The products
coming off their lines has
changed over the years but
the desire to build a company
on principals that mattered

never did. On Tuesday, Sept.
26, Secretary of State Mark
Hammond visited the
Hartsville headquarters of the
billion-dollar company to cel-
ebrate the longevity and suc-
cess of the homegrown busi-
ness.

“I am glad to be here and I
am very glad that Sonoco is
here,” Hammond said. “This is
a very special day for the
Secretary of State’s Office, for
the state of South Carolina
and, I think, a very special day
for Sonoco.”

Hammond said that he and
Jack Sanders, Sonoco
President and CEO were talk-
ing about the strides South
Carolina is taking in the busi-
ness industry.

“I was telling Jack earlier
today that South Carolina is
doing pretty well right now,”
Hammond said. “Chief
Executive Magazine has
ranked South Carolina the
fourth best state to do busi-
ness in. Also, the Boyd
Company has ranked South
Carolina as the number one
state for manufacturing; we
are very excited about that.”

South Carolina is showing
that U.S. manufacturing is
making a comeback.

“I used to travel some with
Governor Nikki Haley and I
always enjoyed her saying
that here in South Carolina we
make things again,”
Hammond said. “I know

tourism is still our number
one industry but we are mak-
ing tires, packaging material
and we are really excited
about all the companies that
are coming to South Carolina,
that are expanding in South
Carolina.”

Hammond said that while
new companies are locating in
the state, he thinks those who
have created the foundation
for those opportunities need
to be recognized.

“It is nice to celebrate these
companies that are expanding
and coming to South Carolina
but I think that we need to
step back and I think we need
to recognize companies who
are incorporated in the
Secretary of State’s office for
100 or more years,”
Hammond said. “Sonoco is
one of those great businesses.
They got started here in
Hartsville in 1899. I am really
honored that I can go out and
thank you for your longevity;
thank you for all that you have
brought to Hartsville, to this
state and now international-
ly.” 

Jack Sanders, Sonoco
President and CEO, spoke
briefly after Hammond.

“It did begin officially in
1899,” Sanders said. “A lot has
changed since then. Matter of
fact, our founder Major James
Lide Coker, he actually coined
a phrase that basically said
that change is immutable and

you better adapt or you won’t
survive. I think Sonoco has
done a good job over its histo-
ry of adapting to changes.”

Complaints about
City of Darlington

election land on
SLED’s desk

There have been at least two
reports of absentee voter intimi-
dation in the recent City of
Darlington election and the State
Law Enforcement Division
(SLED) is taking a closer look. 

The race for Ward 1 ended in a
run-off between Sheila Baccus
and Coleman Cannon, who cur-
rently holds the seat. Baccus had
222 votes to Cannon’s 129 votes.
Audrey DuBose-Gore came in
third with 114 votes.

Hoyt Campbell, Director of the
Darlington County Board of Voter
Registration and Elections, con-
firmed that SLED was asked to
look into complaints of voter
intimidation.

“They had two complaints that
were filed with them that voters
were intimidated by someone,”
Campbell said. “Absentee voters is
what they are investigating.”

The numbers reported by the
Board of Voter Registration and
Elections show that of Baccus’
222 votes, 140 of them were
absentee votes; of Cannon’s 129
votes, 34 were absentee. Gore had
46 absentee votes out of her total
114 votes.

Campbell said that in recent
years, the county has seen an
increase in absentee voting.

“The bad thing is that we had
an unusually low number of
voter turnout at the precincts,”
Campbell said. “In Darlington
(precinct) 6 we had 170 some
people registered to vote in the
city and only three people voted
out of that precinct.” 

Thom Berry, spokesperson
for SLED, said that because they
received the citizen complaints
directly from the Darlington
Police Department they chose to
look in to the complaints but
they have not launched an
investigation.

“We received two reports
from Darlington PD late
Thursday last week with allega-
tions about the municipal elec-
tion in Darlington,” Berry said.
“We have assigned an agent
who is going to look into the
matter and try to get in touch
with the individuals who filed
the reports to determine
whether or not there is anything
of a criminal nature to be inves-
tigated. So at this time, no, we
are not officially investigating.
We are just following up the
reports we had gotten from
Darlington PD.”

Berry said that SLED’s
regional office received the
information rather than the
state election commission
office.
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Deputies
investigating
Christmas Eve

shooting
Darlington County Sheriff's

Deputies responded to the 1000
block of Rogers Rd. at midnight Dec.
24 in reference to complaints of gun-
shots coming from a vehicle.
Deputies were able to locate a gun-
shot victim near the incident loca-
tion.  An additional gunshot victim
was transported by personal vehicle
to an area hospital. Victims received
nonlife-threatening injuries.
Investigators believe the shooting to
be in connection with earlier shoot-
ings occurring within the city of
Darlington.

If you have any information you
are asked to contact Darlington
County Sheriff’s Investigators at 843-

398-
4501 or Crime Stoppers of the Pee

Dee at 1-888-CRIME-SC or visit
www.p3tips.com.  You do not have to
reveal your identity to leave informa-
tion.

Homicide
investigation

update
Sheriff Tony Chavis has

announced the arrest of a Darlington
man investigators allege was
involved in a shooting death on Flat
Creek Rd. in Darlington.

"My investigators remain deter-
mined to bring all those responsible
for this senseless crime to justice,"
stated

Sheriff Tony Chavis. "We will con-
tinue to seek additional charges and
more arrests are expected."

According to Sheriff Chavis,

patrol deputies were dispatched to a
residence on Flat Creek Rd. at 11:30
p.m. on November 29.  Patrol
deputies found one victim, identified
by Darlington County Coroner Todd
Hardee as Larry Moody, 55, of
Darlington.

On December 28, Sheriff's investi-
gators assigned to the criminal inves-
tigations division arrested Darquan
Larchelle Gattison, 26, of
Darlington, at a residence on
Wallflower Ln. without incident.
Gattison has been charged with mur-
der and his bond has been denied.
Gattison remains in custody at the
W. Glenn Campbell Detention
Center.  The South Carolina Law
Enforcement Division assisted in the
investigation.

This case remains under investi-
gation.  If you have any information
you are asked to contact Darlington
County Sheriff ’s Investigators at
(843) 398-4501 or Crime Stoppers of
the Pee Dee at 1-888-CRIME-SC or

visit www.p3tips.com.  You do not
have to reveal your identity to leave
information.

Two arrested
for trafficking
ecstasy and

methamphetamine
Darlington County Sheriff's

Deputies have arrested two individu-
als following a Dec. 26 traffic stop.  At
8 p.m., a patrol deputy witnessed a
driver of a vehicle commit a traffic vio-
lation on Rogers Rd. near Lamar Hwy.
in Darlington.  The driver of the vehi-
cle attempted to evade law enforce-
ment on Lamar Hwy.  The driver
stopped the vehicle on Interstate 20 in
the Lamar area at which point the
driver and a passenger were taken in
to custody.

During the vehicle pursuit, the

occupants of the vehicle attempted to
discard bags onto the roadway.  Those
bags were found to contain more than
365 pills of ecstasy and more than 33
grams of methamphetamine.
Investigators have charged Raymond
Kenneth Boyd, 33, of Florence and
Demaize Raschad Benjamin, 33, of
Florence with trafficking ecstasy and
trafficking methamphetamine.
Trafficking methamphetamine is a
felony punishable by up to 25 years
imprisonment and trafficking ecstasy
is a felony punishable by up to 10
years imprisonment.  Both remain in
custody at the W. Glenn Campbell
Detention Center.

Benjamin was released October 28
from the W. Glenn Campbell
Detention Center on a $20,000 bond
following a Hartsville traffic stop on
October 26 when sheriff's investiga-
tors found Benjamin in possession of
approximately 4 pounds of marijuana,
10 ecstasy pills, and four loaded hand-
guns.



LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

OF ESTATES
All persons having claims

against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which is
Room 208 Courthouse, One
Public Square, Darlington, SC
29532, within eight(8)
months after the date of the
first publication of this Notice
to Creditors or within one (1)
year from date of death,
whichever is earlier (SCPC 62-
3-801, et seq.), or such persons
shall be forever barred as to
their claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the pre-
scribed form (FORM #371ES)
indicating the name and the
address of the claimant, the
basis of the claim, the amount
claimed, the date when the
claim will become due, the
nature of any uncertainty as to
the claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: Laurie Coke Lawson
Date of Death: 12/2/2017
Case No: 2017ES1600584
Personal Representative:
William E Lawson
Address: PO Box 518,
Darlington, SC 29540
Co-Personal Representative:
James H Lawson
Address: PO Box 518,
Darlington, SC 29540

(23p3 leave in thru 1-3-17)
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

OF ESTATES
All persons having claims

against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which is
Room 208 Courthouse, One
Public Square, Darlington, SC
29532, within eight(8)
months after the date of the
first publication of this Notice
to Creditors or within one (1)
year from date of death,
whichever is earlier (SCPC 62-
3-801, et seq.), or such persons
shall be forever barred as to
their claims. All claims are
required to be presented in

written statements on the pre-
scribed form (FORM #371ES)
indicating the name and the
address of the claimant, the
basis of the claim, the amount
claimed, the date when the
claim will become due, the
nature of any uncertainty as to
the claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: Joy A Shumate, Jr
Date of Death: 11/19/2017
Case No: 2017ES1600583
Personal Representative:
Christopher Plyler Ridenhour
Address: 536 W Home Ave.,
Hartsville, SC 29550

(23p3 leave in thru 1-3-17)
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

OF ESTATES
All persons having claims

against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which is
Room 208 Courthouse, One
Public Square, Darlington, SC
29532, within eight(8)
months after the date of the
first publication of this Notice
to Creditors or within one (1)
year from date of death,
whichever is earlier (SCPC 62-
3-801, et seq.), or such persons
shall be forever barred as to
their claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the pre-
scribed form (FORM #371ES)
indicating the name and the
address of the claimant, the
basis of the claim, the amount
claimed, the date when the
claim will become due, the
nature of any uncertainty as to
the claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: Richard M Smalls
Date of Death: 7/26/2017
Case No: 2017ES1600573
Personal Representative:
Elena Whitaker
Address: 1290 SE 66th
Avenue, Ocala, Fl 34472
Attorney: Gena Phillips Ervin
Address: PO Box 2527,
Florence, SC 29503-2527

(23p3 leave in thru 1-3-17)
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

OF ESTATES

All persons having claims
against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which is
Room 208 Courthouse, One
Public Square, Darlington, SC
29532, within eight(8)
months after the date of the
first publication of this Notice
to Creditors or within one (1)
year from date of death,
whichever is earlier (SCPC 62-
3-801, et seq.), or such persons
shall be forever barred as to
their claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the pre-
scribed form (FORM #371ES)
indicating the name and the
address of the claimant, the
basis of the claim, the amount
claimed, the date when the
claim will become due, the
nature of any uncertainty as to
the claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: Cornelius Bush
Date of Death: 5/13/2017
Case No: 2017ES1600340
Personal Representative:
Corinthian Bush
Address: 1140 Candy Lane,
Florence, SC 29501
Attorney: Everett Keith
Chandler
Address: 103 Waterloo Street,
Aiken, SC 29801

(24p3 leave in thru 1-10-18)
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

OF ESTATES
All persons having claims

against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which is
Room 208 Courthouse, One
Public Square, Darlington, SC
29532, within eight(8)
months after the date of the
first publication of this Notice
to Creditors or within one (1)
year from date of death,
whichever is earlier (SCPC 62-
3-801, et seq.), or such persons
shall be forever barred as to
their claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the pre-
scribed form (FORM #371ES)

indicating the name and the
address of the claimant, the
basis of the claim, the amount
claimed, the date when the
claim will become due, the
nature of any uncertainty as to
the claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: William P Dubose, III
Date of Death: 12/1/2017
Case No: 2017ES1600588
Personal Representative:
Sarah C Dubose
Address: PO Box 963,
Darlington, SC 29540
Attorney: Albert L James, III
Address: PO Box 507,
Darlington, SC 29540

(24p3 leave in thru 1-10-18)
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

OF ESTATES
All persons having claims

against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which is
Room 208 Courthouse, One
Public Square, Darlington, SC
29532, within eight(8)
months after the date of the
first publication of this Notice
to Creditors or within one (1)
year from date of death,
whichever is earlier (SCPC 62-
3-801, et seq.), or such persons
shall be forever barred as to
their claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the pre-
scribed form (FORM #371ES)
indicating the name and the
address of the claimant, the
basis of the claim, the amount
claimed, the date when the
claim will become due, the
nature of any uncertainty as to
the claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: Gloria Jean Stegner
Date of Death: 12/11/2017
Case No: 2017ES1600591
Personal Representative:
Lawrence E. Stegner
Address: 1001 Bethlehem
Road, Hartsville, SC 29550
Attorney: Albert L James, III
Address: PO Box 507,
Darlington, SC 29540

(25c3 leave in thru 1-17-18)
SUMMONS AND NOTICE

OF FILING
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF DARLINGTON

IN THE COURT OF
COMMON PLEAS

C/A NO. 2017-CP-16-1009
Filed Dec. 27, 2017

Road/Route US 401 Bridge
Replacement Over Jefferies
Creek
Project ID No. 0036261
Tract 9
South Carolina Department of
Transportation
Condemnor,
VS.
Ruth Graddy Kirby (AKA)
Ruth G. Barham, deceased,
Landowner(s),
and
C. C. Kirby, Jr., Taxpayer,
Other Condemnee(s),
and
John Doe and Mary Roe, rep-
resenting all unknown per-
sons, having or claiming to
have any right, title or interest
in or to, or lien on the lands
described herein, including all
unknown heirs of 
Ruth Graddy Kirby (AKA)
Ruth G. Barham, deceased,
Unknown Claimant(s).
TO:  THE LANDOWNER(S),
OTHER CONDEMNEE(S)
AND UNKNOWN
CLAIMANT(S) ABOVE
NAMED:
YOU ARE HEREBY SUM-
MONED, advised and noti-
fied, that pursuant to the
South Carolina Eminent
Domain Procedures Act,
Section 28-2-10, et seq., the
within Condemnation Notice
and Tender of Payment, a
copy of which is herewith
served upon you, has been
filed with the Clerk of Court
for Darlington County.  The
purpose of this lawsuit is to
enable the Condemnor, the
South Carolina Department of
Transportation, to acquire cer-
tain real property for its public
purposes, as is more fully stat-
ed in the attached
Condemnation Notice and
Tender of Payment.
Responsive pleadings to the
Condemnation Notice and
Tender of Payment are not

necessary.
BY: Attorney for Condemnor
(SCDOT)
Andrew F. McLeod     
222 Market Street     
Cheraw, S.C.  29520     
Telephone:  843-537-5204    
Cheraw, South Carolina
December 21, 2017

LIS PENDENS
SUMMONS AND NOTICE OF

FILING
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF DARLINGTON

IN THE COURT OF
COMMON PLEAS

C/A NO. 2017-CP-16-1009
Filed Dec. 27, 2017

Road/Route US 401 Bridge
Replacement Over Jefferies
Creek
Project ID No. 0036261
Tract 9
South Carolina Department of
Transportation
Condemnor,
VS.
Ruth Graddy Kirby (AKA)
Ruth G. Barham, deceased,
Landowner(s),
and
C. C. Kirby, Jr., Taxpayer,
Other Condemnee(s),
and
John Doe and Mary Roe, rep-
resenting all unknown per-
sons, having or claiming to
have any right, title or interest
in or to, or lien on the lands
described herein, including all
unknown heirs of 
Ruth Graddy Kirby (AKA)
Ruth G. Barham, deceased,
Unknown Claimant(s).
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Condemnor above
named pursuant to the South
Carolina Eminent Domain
Procedures Act, Section 28-2-
10, et seq., of the South
Carolina Code of Laws, 1976,
as amended, has brought an
action against the
Condemnee(s) above named
to acquire the real property
described herein for public
purposes, to-wit:
All that parcel or strip of land
in fee simple, with improve-
ments thereon, if any, contain-
ing 0.014 acre (631 square

feet) of land, more or less, and
being described as follows:
Within 75 feet of the survey
centerline at US 401, on the
right, between approximate
survey stations 298+33.37
and 298+50.  
Tax Map Number 129-00-01-
005
The property sought herein is
to be acquired for public pur-
poses, more particularly for
the construction of a section
of US 401 Bridge
Replacement Over Jefferies
Creek.
BY: Attorney for Condemnor
(SCDOT)
Andrew F. McLeod     
222 Market Street     
Cheraw, S.C.  29520     
Telephone:  843-537-5204    
Cheraw, South Carolina
December 21, 2017

NOTICE OF ORDER
APPOINTING GUARDIAN

AD LITEM NISI
SUMMONS AND NOTICE

OF FILING
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF DARLINGTON

IN THE COURT OF
COMMON PLEAS

C/A NO. 2017-CP-16-1009
Filed Dec. 27, 2017

Road/Route US 401 Bridge
Replacement Over Jefferies
Creek
Project ID No. 0036261
Tract 9
South Carolina Department of
Transportation
Condemnor,
VS.
Ruth Graddy Kirby (AKA)
Ruth G. Barham, deceased,
Landowner(s),
and
C. C. Kirby, Jr., Taxpayer,
Other Condemnee(s),
and
John Doe and Mary Roe, rep-
resenting all unknown per-
sons, having or claiming to
have any right, title or interest
in or to, or lien on the lands
described herein, including all
unknown heirs of 
Ruth Graddy Kirby (AKA)
Ruth G. Barham, deceased,
Unknown Claimant(s).

TO: THE CONDEMNEE(S)
OR CLAIMANT(S) HEREIN,
NAMES AND ADDRESSES
UNKNOWN, INCLUDING
ANY THEREOF WHO MAY BE
MINORS OR UNDER 
OTHER LEGAL DISABILITY,
IF ANY, WHETHER RESI-
DENTS OR NON-RESIDENTS
OF SOUTH CAROLINA AND
TO THE NATURAL, GENER-
AL, TESTAMENTARY
GUARDIAN OR COMMITTEE,
OR OTHERWISE AND TO
THE PERSON WITH WHOM
THEY MAY RESIDE, IF ANY
THERE BE:
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that
the order appointing Rodney
C. Jernigan, Jr., Esquire, as
Guardian ad Litem Nisi, for all
persons whomsoever herein
collectively designated as
John Doe and Mary Roe,
Condemnee(s) herein, names
and addresses unknown,
including any thereof who
may be minors or under other
legal disability, whether resi-
dents or non-residents of
South Carolina, has been filed
in the Office of the Clerk of
Court for Dillon County.
YOU WILL FURTHER TAKE
NOTICE that unless the said
minors or persons under other
legal disability, if any, or
someone on their behalf or on
behalf of any of them, shall
within thirty (30) days after
service of notice of this order
upon them by publication,
exclusive of the day of such
service, procure to be appoint-
ed for them, or any of them, a
Guardian ad Litem to repre-
sent them for the purposes of
this action, the Condemnor
will apply for an order making
the appointment of said
Guardian ad Litem Nisi
absolute.
BY: Attorney for Condemnor
(SCDOT)
Andrew F. McLeod     
222 Market Street     
Cheraw, S.C.  29520     
Telephone:  843-537-5204    
Cheraw, South Carolina
December 21, 2017

(25c3 leave in thru 1-17-18)
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“Normally when someone
files a complaint it would go to
the state election commission
first,” Berry said. “They would
look at it and see if there had
been any criminal activity
involved. If that were the case,
they would contact us to begin
an investigation. In this particu-
late case, our regional office got
the information directly from
Darlington PD so we decided to
go ahead and look into it. We
did talk to the elections commis-
sion so we’re just going to see if
there is anything there. If there
is, we will proceed accordingly.”

Standardized test
scores continue to

drop in Darlington
County

By Melissa Rollins
Editor

editor@newsandpress.net

The numbers don’t lie.
Unfortunately, what the num-
bers show is that Darlington
County students are not scor-
ing well on standardized tests
and those numbers have been
slipping since 2015.

During the Darlington
County Board of Education
Nov. 13 Carlita Davis, assistant
superintendent of curriculum,
instruction and assessment,
shared the 2017 Assessment
Data Report with the board.

In 2016, only 33.6 percent of
DCSD students scored ‘On
Track’ to attend a four-year col-
lege on the ELA portion of the
SC READY test for third
through eighth graders. In
2017, that number dropped to
29 percent. An almost identical
drop occurred in Mathematics,
going from 33.9 percent to 30
percent. 

On the SC PASS test, for
grades four through eight, only
40.6 percent of students met or
exceeded expectations in
Science, down from 66.3 per-
cent in 2016. Social Students
also saw a drop, though not
quite as drastic, going from
74.7 percent in 2016, to 66.8
percent in 2017.

Davis said that the entire
state has seen a drop in test
scores. She said that there were
several contributing factors,
including the changes being
continually made to the tests
students are taking; teachers
were not always given signifi-
cant warning of these changes.

Board member Wanda
Hassler said that she had
poured over the numbers in
recent days and was shocked to
see how far DCSD has fallen in
scores and in district ranking.

“Everybody may have shift-
ed but not only have we shifted,
we have dropped.” Hassler
said. “All of these other schools

were taking the same test and
have had the same changes
that we have had but yet we
have dropped position.”

Davis said that Darlington is
ranked around 40 of the 82 dis-
tricts in South Carolina.
Former DCSD Superintendent
Rainey Knight said, when
asked by Hassler, that
Darlington was once ranked in
the top third of districts in the
state.

“We have two schools in our
district now who are competing
for state level football champi-
onships, am I correct,” Hassler
asked. “How come our students
are, academically, in the bot-
tom third? If we have a losing
team, do I go to the assistant
coach and complain? I don’t go
to the defensive coordinator, I
don’t go to the offensive coordi-
nator; I go to the coach. The
coach is the one that is ulti-
mately responsible. I think it is
time for our coaches to step up
and take ownership of this
data…We need not be sitting in
this same position next year.”

Darlington Police
Chief announces

retirement

Darlington Police Chief
Danny Watson has announced
his plans to retire near the
beginning of 2018. The state-
ment that he issued to the
News and Press read:

“After careful consideration
and much thought I’ve decided
to retire Jan 8, 2018. I’ve deeply
enjoyed my time here at
Darlington Police Department
and the many people I’ve
helped along the way. To each
of you who continues to work
in this capacity I wish you good
luck and God Speed.”

In further statement
released on Facebook, Watson
said:

“I have proudly served the
city of Darlington Police
Department for the last 24
years. In that time I have been
blessed with many fine
moments and honestly some
very tough ones as well. I have
worked very hard to help many
people who needed help to
make their lives better and
regrettably not been able to
help all that I wanted to. This
coming January 8, 2018 I am
retiring from service with the
Darlington Police Department
and will continue my work in
another field. It has been my
honor and privilege to be a part
of a wonderful and dynamic
team of professional caring
people who are second to none.
There are few things in life as
wonderful as living yours in the
service of others. I believe we
are blessed to have many like
minded people here as well.
They will go on to serve the
people of Darlington proudly
for many years to come I am
sure. I wish you all of those

here much luck in the contin-
ued efforts to do just that. I will
miss all of you greatly.”

Watson was named chief in
2011 after an extensive search
to replace Jay Cox, who had
passed away.

Former Darlington
Clerk of Court indicted
on embezzlement charge

South Carolina Attorney
General Alan Wilson
announced the Darlington
County Grand Jury has
returned an indictment against
a Darlington woman in connec-
tion with the embezzlement of
over $10,000 from the City of
Darlington.

April M. Bailey, of
Darlington, SC, was indicted
Thursday, November 30, 2017,
on one count of Embezzlement
of Public Funds, Value $10,000
or more under S.C. Code
Section 16-13-210. The indict-
ment alleges that while Bailey
was employed as the Clerk of
Court for the City of
Darlington, she diverted cash
funds meant to be paid to
jurors for their service to her-
self. The maximum penalty
Bailey could receive is 10 years
and a fine in the discretion of
the court. The case will be pros-
ecuted by Assistant Attorney J.
Clayton Mitchell. She will be
allowed to turn herself in
where she will be served with
the indictment and arraigned
on the charges. The case will
proceed from there.

County moves
ahead on 

$300 million 
solar project

By Samantha Lyles
Staff Writer

slyles@newsandpress.net

Darlington County Council
convened their regular monthly
meeting on Monday, December
4, and forwarded two ordi-
nances related to a potential
$300 million investment in
solar energy.

Council held a public hear-
ing and second reading for
Ordinance 17-17, which would
offer FILOT (Fee In Lieu Of Tax)
agreements with an unnamed
company involved in a solar
energy development plan code
named “Project Dates.” The
ordinance extract states that
“many solar projects are look-
ing at South Carolina,” and the
“conversion of agricultural
property to solar property can
produce significant increases in
property tax revenue.” The
extract also states that the
unnamed company has repre-
sented that incentives are criti-
cal to their locating in
Darlington County.

The company has assured
Darlington County that a series
of expenditures totaling over
$300 million will be invested in
17 different solar power facili-
ties before December 31 of
2022.  Tax map searches for
properties named in Project
Dates show several small
parcels and several large
parcels scattered across multi-
ple locations throughout the
county.

Related to this, Council also
passed second reading for
Ordinance 17-18, enlarging the
boundaries of the Darlington-
Florence Industrial Park to
include property owned or
operated by Project Dates. 

Council approved final read-
ing for Ordinance 17-16, alter-
ing the boundaries of the
Darlington/Lee County Joint

Industrial Park to include prop-
erty owned by Fiber Industries
to allow the county to grant
Special Source Revenue Credits
it promised to Fiber Industries
in August of 2017. The ordi-
nance also allows the allocation
of 1-percent revenues to Lee
County as a park partner.

County administrator
Charles Stewart informed
Council that a report on the
recent public listening sessions
regarding the fate of the county
courthouse will be presented at
County Council's regular meet-
ing in February by facilitator
Charles Weathers of the
Weathers Group, which con-
ducted the sessions.

Southwest
Stormwater Project

bid approved
By Melissa Rollins

Editor
editor@newsandpress.net

The Southwest Storm
Project is moving forward in
Darlington after a vote Dec. 5
during the Darlington City
Council meeting. Council voted
5 to 2 with councilmen John
Milling and John Segars voted
against the motion to approve a
$2.5 million dollar bid from
Landsdown Earth and Pipe.

City administration put the
project out for bid twice, both
times receiving bids well above
the amount they had allotted to
complete the work.
Councilmen Milling, Segars
and Bryant Gardner all have
expressed concern over the
amount of money being spent.
Those concerns were reiterated
in a fashion during the
December meeting, especially
after council was informed that
the city would be dependent on
funds from the state, promised

by Senator Gerald Malloy and
Representative Robert
Williams, to make their allotted
funds meet the $2.5 million bid
price.

“At this time, we do not have
the money to complete the
entire project,” said City
Manager Howard Garland.
“However, we’ve been given
assurances from Senator
Gerald Malloy that if we start
the project, he will help us fin-
ish it by getting money in the
state legislature this coming
legislative session. I’ve also got-
ten assurances from our state
representative Robert
Williams, who is going to be on
the Ways and Means
Committee next year, which is a
very powerful seat and it con-
trols money, that he’s going to
help us fund this project also. It
would be the staff recommen-
dation that we move ahead
with the Southwest Darlington
Stormwater Project, spending
the money that we have on
hand.”

Garland said that in the
bond fund there is currently
over a million dollars, along
with a grant from the Rural
Infrastructure Authority for
$445,000. 

Mike Hanna of Hanna
Engineering told council that,
although it would not be ideal,
they could start the project, use
the money that they have and
stop the project when the
money runs out.

Milling said that stopping
the project when the money
runs out doesn’t get the city off
the hook for the money if the
contract is awarded for $2.5
million.

“We have to pay him that
$2.5 million even if we don’t get
the money from the legislature,”
Milling said. “We’ve got no way
out of it.”

Darlington Police Chief Danny Watson announced in December that he would be retiring at the beginning of the year.
PHOTO BY MELISSA ROLLINS



Microhome, 674 Stanley Circle, 1
BD Furnished w/utilities included,
$450/mo., 843-393-7545         6ctfn
409 Eastburn Ct., 3 BD, 2 BA Brick
home, $625.00/mo., 843-393-7545
22ctfn
407 E. Broad St. - Large 3 bedroom,
2 bath house, living room, dining
room, kitchen & large laundry room
w/ pantry, stove & refrigerator pro-
vided, central heat & air, hardwood
floors, interior completely repaint-
ed, $600.00/deposit, $600.00/rent,
call 843-393-8084. 24ctfn
916 Pearl St. - Large 3 or 4 bedrroom
home w/ 2 full baths, stove & refrig-
erator provided, washer/dryer hook
up, central heat & air, double car-
port, $650.00/deposit,
$650.00/rent, call 843-393-8084
24ctfn
2357 Welling Farm Road, One bed-
room furnished microhome with
utilities, Large landscaped lot,
$425.00/month, 843- 393-7545
24ctfn

605 East Broad Street, Two bed-
room apartment, $300.00/ month,
843-393-7545 24ctfn
For Rent – 2 BD, 1 BA apt. and a 1
BD, 1 BA apt. in Darlington.  Call
843-229-0262 for further informa-
tion. 1st month’s rent and deposit
required. 25c1

1309 Myrtlewood Drive - 2 bed-
room, 1 bath apartment approxi-
mately10 minutes from town, stove
& refrigerator provided,
washer/dryer hook up,
$450.00/deposit, $450.00/rent,
call (843)393-8084 21ctfn
1230 Myrtlewood Dr. - Large 4 bed-
room, 2 bath doublewide approx. 10
minutes from town, stove & refriger-
ator provided, central heat & air,
laundry area, handicap ramp (nice,)
outside storage, $600.00/deposit,
$600.00/rent, call (843)393-8084
17ctfn
646 Red Tip Lane - 3 bedroom, 2
bath doublewide in country setting
approx. 5 minutes from town, stove
& refrigerator provided,
washer/dryer hook up, central heat
& air, $550.00/deposit,
$550.00/rent, call (843) 393-8084
22ctfn

LOT ONLY, Mobile Home lot
with 3 sides privacy, circular drive,
city water, 843-395-9687 8ctfn
Raceway Estates of Darlington,
Under New Management, Lot
Rent: $150/month, Located off of
Harry Byrd Highway, Call 843-
319-5284 for more details      5ctfn

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Struggling with DRUGS or ALCO-
HOL?  Addicted to PILLS? Talk to
someone who cares. Call The
Addiction Hope & Help Line for a
free assessment. 866-604-6857  
SERIOUSLY INJURED in an
AUTO ACCIDENT?  Let us fight
for you! We have recovered mil-
lions for clients! Call today for a
FREE consultation! 855-669-
2515  
Lung Cancer?  And Age 60+?
You And Your Family May Be
Entitled To Significant Cash
Award.  Call 855-664-5681 for
information.  No Risk.  No money
out-of-pocket.  
Tuesday, January 9, 2018 is the
last day to redeem winning tick-
ets in the following South
Carolina Education Lottery
Instant Game: (SC882) LUCKY
LOOT  
Social Security Disability? Up to
$2,671/mo. (Based on paid-in
amount.) FREE evaluation! Call
Bill Gordon & Associates. 1-800-
614-3945. Mail: 2420 N St NW,
Washington DC. Office: Broward
Co. FL., member TX/NM Bar.  
DENTAL INSURANCE. Call
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company for details. NOT just a
discount plan, REAL coverage for

350 procedures. 855-397-7030
or
http://www.dental50plus.com/6
0 Ad#6118  
AUCTIONS
ADVERTISE YOUR AUCTION in
99 S.C. newspapers for only
$375. Your 25-word classified ad
will reach more than 2.1 million
readers.  Call Alanna Ritchie at
the S.C. Newspaper Network, 1-
888-727-7377.  
EDUCATION
AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING
- Get FAA certification to fix
planes. Approved for military
benefits. Financial Aid if quali-
fied. Job placement assistance.
Call Aviation Institute of
Maintenance 866-367-2513  
HELP WANTED
Looking for a new career for the
New Year? The S.C. Department
of Corrections is Currently Hiring
Statewide: Correctional Officers,
RN's and LPN's, Mental Health
Techs, Grounds Maintenance,
Facilities Management, Teachers,
Chaplains, Trades Specialists.
Contact Us Today: 803-734-
JOBS. www.doc.sc.gov  
HELP WANTED - DRIVERS
J. GRADY RANDOLPH - Now hir-
ing company drivers and owner
operators. Company drivers pay
50 cents per mile for oversize
loads. Owner operators pay 1.40
per mile. Call today (864) 761-
0992 or apply online
drive4jgr.com.  
ADVERTISE YOUR DRIVER JOBS
in 99 S.C. newspapers for only
$375. Your 25-word classified ad
will reach more than 2.1 million
readers.  Call Alanna Ritchie at
the S.C. Newspaper Network, 1-

888-727-7377.  
HELP WANTED - SALES
EARN $500 A DAY: Lincoln
Heritage Life Insurance Wants
Insurance Agents • Leads, No
Cold Calls • Commissions Paid
Daily • Agency Training • Life
License Required. Call 1-888-
713-6020  
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE
OXYGEN - Anytime.  Anywhere.
No tanks to refill.  No deliveries.
The  All-New Inogen One G4 is
only 2.8 pounds!  FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 844-597-6582  
TELEVISION & INTERNET
SERVICES
NEW AT&T INTERNET OFFER.
$20 and $30/mo. plans available
when you bundle. 99% Reliable
100% Affordable. HURRY,
OFFER ENDS SOON. New
Customers Only. CALL NOW 1-
855-825-2669  
DIRECTV. Call & Switch Now –
Get NFL Sunday Ticket for FREE!
Every Game. Every Sunday.
CHOICE All-Included Package.
Over 185 Channels. $60/month
(for 12 Months.) CALL – 844-
624-1107  
DISH Network. 190+ Channels.
FREE Install. FREE Hopper HD-
DVR. $49.99/month (24 mos)
Add High Speed Internet - $14.95
(where avail.) CALL Today &
SAVE 25%!  1-877-542-0759  
Earthlink High Speed Internet.
As Low As $14.95/month (for the
first 3 months.) Reliable High
Speed Fiber Optic Technology.
Stream Videos, Music and More!
Call Earthlink Today 1-877-649-
9469  
Exede satellite internet
Affordable, high speed broad-

band satellite internet anywhere
in the U.S. Order now and save
$100.  Plans start at
$39.99/month.  Call 1-800-404-
1746  
HughesNet: Gen4 satellite inter-
net is ultra-fast and secure.
Plans as low as $39.99 in select
areas. Call 1-800-280-9221 now
to get a $50 Gift Card!  
Spectrum Triple Play - TV,
Internet & Voice for $29.99 ea.
60 MB per second speed. No

contract or commitment. We
buy your existing contract up to
$500! 1-855-402-1186  
VACATION RENTALS
ADVERTISE YOUR VACATION
PROPERTY FOR RENT OR SALE
to more than 2.1 million S.C.
newspaper readers. Your 25-
word classified ad will appear in
99 S.C. newspapers for only
$375. Call Alanna Ritchie at the
South Carolina Newspaper
Network, 1-888-727-7377.
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classifieds

PAM T. SHERRILL
BIC/Owner/Auctioneer SCAL#3103 - Cell: 339-7505

Real Estate  � Appraisals  � Auctions

CHARLES WATSON 
Appraiser CR-2868
Cell: 245-3103

JESSICA EVANS
Realtor

843-206-4187

JENNIFER BYRD
Realtor

843-495-3630

Pam T. Sherrill & Co.

CASEY RHEUARK 
Realtor

843-307-4035

www.pamsherrill.net

2200 Lides Springs Rd --- 3 bedrooms,
2 full baths, 2 half baths, 3,485 sq ft  --
$249,900
4818 Lullwater Drive- 3 bedrooms, 2
baths, 2.066 sq ft--$209,900
122 Columbian St---3 bedrooms, 2
baths, 2,608 sq ft $165,000 REDUCED
121 Woodcreek Rd -- 3 bedrooms, 2
1/2 baths, 2,000 sq ft -- $174,900
485 Anderson Drive-3 bedrooms, 3
baths, 1,967 sq ft, inground pool--
$159,900
4854 Lullwater Dr -- 3 bedrooms, 2
baths, 1,460 sq ft -- $139,900

1700 Cashua Ferry Rd--3 bedrooms, 2
baths, 1,350 sq ft with pond $129,900
3221 Winding Way Dr, Florence---
3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 1,248 sq ft---
$116,900
1197-G Waxwing Drive,  Florence-
--2 bedrooms, 2 baths, 1,450 sq ft--
$112,000
421 Spring St---2 bedrooms, 1
bath, 964 sq ft,  $62,900
2381 Green Street Road--3 bedrooms,
2 baths, 1,937 sq ft--$59.900

RESIDENTIAL

To view these properties visit www.pamsherrill.net

Bobo Newsome Hwy (Hartsville)--
22.51 acres of wooded land. $66,700
Lot K Jeffords Mill --- .69 acres cleared ---
$12,000
621 Delaware River Rd---.47 acre lot,
fenced with septic tank $13,500

Redwood Drive--Nice lot located off of
McIver Road .92 acres-$10,000.00
motivated seller make an offer
West McIver Rd -- .58 acres, wooded lot --
$5,000

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT
UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT
LAND AND LOTS

100 Exchange St., Darlington
843-393-3231

2244 Harry Byrd Hwy - Commercial bld.  11,684 sq ft metal building.  Sits on 4+ acres
of land.  6 ft fence around perimeter of property. Currently used as an office, warehouse, &
Restaurant/ lounge. Plenty of office area. 5 restrooms. Lots of potential uses. Conveniently
located 4 miles from Darlington Raceway. Close to Hartsville and I-20. Owner will finance
with a $150,000 down payment. Call today to see this property.  Priced at $750,000

REDUCED - Motivated seller, bring all offers

911 N. Governor Williams Hwy--30 X 60 commercial metal bld  with 12 ft
ceilings.  Building sits on a 1 acre lot.   Nice office area with half bath.   Large
work space in rear with half bath and 2 roll up doors.  The whole building is
heated and cooled.   Would make a great mechanic shop, car lot or small
church.  Lots of possibilities with this property.   Priced at $110,000.00

1110 Lamar Hwy--2,299 sq ft bld currently used as a barber shop. 
Separate office and workshop with roll up door in rear of bld. $60,000

COMMERCIAL

443 Phillips Street--Vinyl siding 3 bedroom 1 bath home featuring 792 sq ft
of living area.  located on a corner lot.  Wiring, roof and HVAC is 10 years old.
Perfect starter home or investment property.  Priced @ $49,900

NEW LISTING

1009 N. Main St. 
Darlington,  SC

393-1327 or 393-9071

Odom’s 
Mini Storage

CHIEF OF POLICE
CITY OF DARLINGTON

The City of Darlington is accepting resumes for the position
of Police Chief until 5:00 p.m. on Monday January 22, 2018.
Candidates should have a proven track record and strong
credentials in law enforcement.  Candidates should have
strong communication, public relations, and leadership
skills.
The prospective candidate must have diverse exposure to
all aspects of municipal law enforcement management, with
experience and competency in management and direction
of police personnel, policy and procedure development, ad-
ministration, and program implementation.
The Chief will be a key member of the City's management
team and will require excellent communication skills, the
ability to perform well under pressure and the ability to de-
velop and maintain credibility and trust with the city staff,
community and other law enforcement agencies. The Chief
must be a decisive leader who is willing to collaborate with
the staff while remaining responsible and accountable for
final decisions. The Chief must have highly developed pro-
fessional knowledge and skills, maturity of judgment, strong
personal leadership, high ethical standards and the ability to
communicate effectively with the organization. The Chief of
Police is appointed by and reports to the City Manager.
Qualifications: Bachelors degree from accredited college or
university in criminal justice, public or business administra-
tion or related field, preferred. Ten years experience in a
municipal law enforcement agency with three to five years
supervisory experience and a valid South Carolina’s Dri-
ver's License.  Salary will be based on experience with ex-
cellent benefits and state retirement.  The City of Darlington
is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
Resumes of interested candidates should be received be-
fore 5:00 p.m. on Monday January 22, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.
Resumes should be sent to:

Mr. Howard Garland, City Manager
P.O. Box 57,

Darlington, SC 29540

Answers from 2B

LOST
Gold Face of Faith
Christ Coin Ring.

Lost within vicinity of
Jeweler’s Bench on
Darlington Square

about five weeks ago.
If found, please call Laverne
Moody at 843-393-3932.

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

MOBILE
HOME LOTS

GENERAL
CLASSIFIEDS

MILWAUKEE – It’s that
time of year again. Gyms are
packed, diet commercials
dominate television, and peo-
ple are fired up and ready to
make a change. It’s no secret
that New Year’s resolutions
are often health-focused.
Maybe 2018 is your year to
lose weight, quit smoking, or
be ready for that 5K race by
spring.

You might start off with a
bang in January and then a
little “saboteur” comes knock-
ing. According to TOPS Club,
Inc. (Take Off Pounds
Sensibly), the nonprofit
weight-loss support organiza-
tion, that saboteur is different
for everyone, but often looks
a lot like one of these:

The “I-don’t-have-
time” saboteur. The com-

bination of work, family, and
social commitments makes
this one of the most popular
saboteurs. People are busy—
period. But, ultimately, you
make time for what you value
most, and your health should
be at the top of this list.

The “all-or-nothing”
saboteur. Having an all-or-
nothing mentality can actual-
ly do more harm than good.
Don’t get down on yourself
for skipping a workout or eat-
ing a brownie. Instead, look
back at your choices and
decide what you can do dif-
ferently next time around.
Perfection is not possible or
necessary.

The “poor-pitiful-me”
saboteur. Do you have a
friend or spouse that can eat

whatever he or she wants and
not gain an ounce? Do you eat
salmon and salads all week
and still gain five pounds
when you simply look at a
piece of cheesecake? If you’ve
ever had a thought like this,
you may have listened to your
inner “poor-pitiful-me” sabo-
teur. A little self-pity from
time to time is only human.
However, frequent feelings of
self-pity and resentment can
and will sabotage even the
best resolve. It’s time to move
from thoughts of “missing
out” to thoughts of freedom—
freedom from the foods and
behaviors that ultimately only
make us unhappier in the
end.

The “I’ll-do-it-tomor-
row” saboteur. New Year’s
resolutions and procrastina-

tion don’t mix. If something is
truly important to you, why
wouldn’t you want to get
started right away? With New
Year’s resolutions and life in
general, slip-ups will happen
and saboteurs may try to
stand in the way of your
goals. Remember, a saboteur
can only derail your efforts
permanently if you allow it.

New Year’s Worst Enemies

THE NEWS & PRESS
AD DEADLINE

NOON
FRIDAY

TO PLACE AN AD,
CALL (843) 393-3811.
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It's almost time again to hit the
dance floor. Dancing With the
Stars of Darlington County, an
annual charity event benefiting
the Pee Dee Coalition Against
Domestic and Sexual Assault, will
be staged once again at the Center
Theater in Hartsville. The event
will take place January 25, 2018.

To follow along with the train-
ing and get updates on the event,
visit them on Facebook and on
their website at www.darlington-
countydancingwiththestars.com.
The community can also vote for
their favorite couple to win the
People’s Choice Award.

Each week until the big night,
we will introduce two couples in
the News and Press.

This week’s couples are:
• Marlin Ketter

(Professional) & Trish DeHond
(Celebrity) – 

Dance Style: Rhumba;
Broadway Show: Chicago
(Choreographer: Tracee Auman)

• Caroline Williams (Pro)
& Noah Stanley (Celebrity) – 

Dance Style: Shag; Broadway
Show: Mamma Mia
(Choreographer: Burnadene
Kelley-Newman)

Celebrity Dancer Trish
DeHond has always worked in
public service or for non-profits in
a variety of roles that benefit the
community and its people.
Currently, she serves as a County
Agent for the Clemson University
Cooperative Extension Service,
conducting educational programs
and helping row crow farmers be
more productive and profitable.
She is the former Tourism
Director for Darlington County
and also worked as Horticulturist
for Kalmia Gardens of Coker
College in Hartsville. Trish is a
Master Gardner and a Certified
Crop Advisor.  You might recog-
nize Trish from her frequent
appearances as a live panelist on
SCETV’s award-winning garden-
ing program, Making It Grow!
Trish is a native of Rochester, New
York, and has lived in Darlington
County since 1996.  She lives in
Forest Hills with her husband,
John Gainey.  Some of her hob-
bies include knitting, kayaking,
camping and beach-combing.
Her dance experience includes
ballet classes as a child, and some

jazz and modern dance in college.
Trish was inspired to participate
in Dancing with the Stars as a
result of some sobering conversa-
tions with a close friend who
worked at the Pee Dee Coalition.
The need in our community is
great, and Trish is putting on her
dancing shoes to help out!

Professional Dancer
Marlin Ketter is a graduate of
Coker College, where he graduat-
ed Cum Laude in May 2012.
While at Coker, he became a
proud member of the National
Association of Music Education
(NAfME), Kappa Delta Pi, The
National Society of Leadership
and Success, and the National
Association of Teaching and
Singers (NATS).  Mr. Ketter was
inducted into Omicron Delta
Kappa, and served as an adjudica-
tor for district, all county, and
region events. He also had the
opportunity to complete an hon-
ors project – Reaching Children
through Music: A Middle School
Choral Clinic – designed to reach
middle school children through
music one step at a time. Mr.
Ketter has taught at various ele-
mentary schools including: West
Hartsville Elementary, North
Hartsville Elementary, Brunson-
Dargan Elementary, Pate
Elementary, Thornwell School of
the Arts, and Southside Early
Childhood Center. In July, Mr.
Ketter was awarded the
Distinguished Arts Grant worth
$18,000. Currently, Mr. Ketter is
the Director of Bands for
Hartsville Middle School.  The
Hartsville Middle School Band
Program has a long standing of
bringing excellence in the school
and community. This event is rich
in tradition for the arts and sup-
ports the Pee Dee Coalition for
such a worthy cause.  This cause is
the reason Mr. Ketter participates.

Tracee Auman is a graduate
of the University of South
Carolina with a degree in
Advertising and Dance.  She
works as a Technology
Coordinator at Hartsville High
School and as a dance instructor
at Brenda Cranford School of
Dance.  She is married to Donnie
Auman, and they have one
daughter, Carmen.  Tracee
danced as a professional in

Dancing with the Stars of
Darlington County 2017.

Celebrity Dancer Noah
Stanley, a fifth generation
Hartsville native, has been danc-
ing for approximately 3-4
months. Though a novice dancer,
Noah is no stranger to the stage.
You can often find him perform-
ing live music at venues around
the Pee Dee, wedding and private
events, as well as, corporate gath-
erings. He is a senior at Francis
Marion University by day where
he is studying business and by
night is the headwaiter at
Hartsville's favorite dining spot,
Black Creek Bistro. Noah is an
active member in his church,
Lakeview Baptist, where he
serves on the worship team
Sunday mornings and leads wor-
ship for The Well, a young adult
bible study at Crema coffee shop
on Sunday evenings. He enjoys
long hikes on the Appalachian

Trail and loves his English lab,
Ollie. Noah is honored to be a
part of Dancing with the Stars as
it gives him the opportunity to
use his time and talents to shape
the Pee Dee into a better place to
live.

Professional Dancer
Caroline Williams is originally
from Marietta, GA.  She is a new-
lywed to her sweet husband, Jim.
They have two crazy dogs, Paco
and Lady.  Caroline works in
Human Resources at Sonoco,
specifically with the employee
benefits and compensation team.
She is a certified Zumba instruc-
tor and teaches a class at the
Hartsville YMCA every Monday
night.  Caroline is also the Events
Director for Hartsville Young
Professionals where she works
with members of the Chamber of
Commerce to plan monthly
events.  In her free time, she loves
to go to antique markets, spend

time on the lake, and cheer on
her Clemson Tigers.  Caroline
says she is honored to have been
chosen as a professional dancer
for the DWTS event because
dancing is truly a joy of hers.  She
has grown up cheerleading,
dancing, and doing Zumba fit-
ness.  Caroline is thankful for the
opportunity to use her gift of
dancing to fundraise and raise
awareness for the Pee Dee
Coalition Against Domestic and
Sexual Assault.  She says she is so
happy that the funds raised from
this event go straight back to the
community.  

Burnadene Kelley-
Newman is the owner and direc-
tor of KFA which is currently cele-
brating its 29th year.  She began
her dance education at the age of
six. She received a BA in Dance, as
well as a BA in Elementary
Education, from Columbia
College. Burnadene is a certified

member of Dance Masters of
America.  Since KFA’s beginning,
some of her accomplishments and
awards include: Business Women
of the Year, Who’s Who Among
Business Professionals and serv-
ing on the South Carolina Dance
Colloquium. She has enjoyed
choreographing with the
Florence Little Theater in 2009 for
their production of Peter Pan, in
2014 for the Wizard of Oz, and in
2015 for Mary Poppins. She has
been the director of choreography
for Florence DWTS since it’s
beginning in 2011. She has taken
her students to perform in places
such as Las Vegas, New York City,
MGM studios, the Orange Bowl,
the Gator Bowl, and the Macy's
Thanksgiving Day parade.
Burnadene resides in Florence
with her husband, Sid, and they
are the proud parents of five chil-
dren. 
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Internal Medicine

Dr. Anna Jane Dudley Senseney has joined The Medical Group at Carolina 
Pines Regional Medical Center as an Internal Medicine physician.

She specializes in Internal Medicine, Geriatrics, Palliative Medicine, and Rheumatology. Dr. 
Senseney is board certi�ed in Internal Medicine and Palliative Medicine.

Dr. Senseney has been practicing at the Florence Diagnostic Associates and McLeod 
Physicians Associates since 2012; prior to that she served at the Division of General Internal 
Medicine/Geriatrics at the Ralph H. Johnson VA Medical Center in Charleston. She also served 
as an assistant professor for the Department of General Medicine/Geriatrics at the Medical 
University of South Carolina.

After receiving her medical degree from MUSC in 1992, Dr. Senseney completed residencies 
there in Internal Medicine and Rheumatology.

Dr. Senseney is now accepting new patients
SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT

843-383-0713

www.CPRMC.com
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