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Although the Town of
Lamar continues to experience
difficulties with its water and
sewer system, a new report
from Clemson University offers
hope.

The report titled “Lamar
Community Planning Project:
Next Steps 2018” was prepared
by students in Clemson's
Master in City and Regional
Planning (MCRP) program,

overseen by instructor John
Gaber. Lamar Mayor Darnell
Byrd McPherson shared this
report with the News & Press.

Starting on a positive note,
the report calls Lamar “a very
pedestrian-friendly communi-
ty with a historically signifi-
cant housing stock within easy
walking distance to Main
Street’s grocery store, bank,
post office, retail and restau-
rants.” 

Yet despite the town's
charm, Lamar has experienced
consistent population decline
over the past 20 years. The
report noted that Lamar's pop-
ulation has decreased by 2.6
percent (989 persons as of
2010) while Darlington County
and South Carolina have expe-
rienced growth. 

“With the population
decline in Lamar, there was a
loss of 13.86 percent of their
residents aged 5 to 17, and a
loss of 1.69 percent of their
residents aged 18 to 64,” the
report said. “On the opposite
spectrum, they had a 21.28
percent population increase of
residents in the age of 0 to 4. It
can be inferred that the people
who live in Lamar are having
children and then moving
away or grandparents are rais-
ing young grandchildren. 

“In addition, there was a
1.16 percent increase in the
population of residents 65 and
up. The Lamar community is
getting smaller but also aging
in place and becoming older.
Aging in place is a trend occur-
ring not only in Lamar but

across Darlington County and
South Carolina, with 20.04
percent and 30.19 percent
increases, respectively.”

Clemson's MCRP students
offered several suggestions to
stem this trend and attract new
residents. One approach
involves making Main Street
more distinct through revital-
ization programs. They sug-
gested building upgrades and
sidewalk enhancements,
greening Main Street by estab-
lishing a Unity Park, adding a
public art initiative with
murals on Main Street, and
funding façade improvement
projects for existing business-
es.

LAMAR ON 3A

By Samantha Lyles
Staff Writer

slyles@newsandpress.net

Darlington County
Council's Dec. 3 regular meet-
ing began with a question that
remains on the minds of many
– what caused the courthouse
penny sales tax referendum to
fail?

“Why didn't the 1-percent
tax pass?” asked Linwood Epps
during citizen's comments. “I
don't know. I voted for it.”

Epps said that following the
defeat of the County Capital
Project Sales Tax, which failed
on Nov. 6 by a vote of 11,747 to
10,618, he asked other voters
why they chose not to support
it. He said that many
expressed worry or confusion
about exactly how the county
would have spent the $20 mil-
lion they wished to raise via a
new 1-percent sales tax.

According to Epps, voters
wanted more details about the
county's plans. He said people
didn't know how many new
buildings would be construct-
ed, or where, or even what
would become of the exisiting
courthouse. He pointed out
that even though the county
made initial moves toward a
courthouse penny tax two
years ago, no solid plan took
shape in the interim.

“We still don't know if we're
going to build two buildings,
one building, renovate one
building. When are we going
to find out what you want $20
million for? A lot of people

want to know those answers,”
said Epps.

Council member Lewis
Brown (District 7, Hartsville /
Kelleytown) commented on
the issue later in the meeting,
noting that legal protocols pre-
vented council members from
publicly discussing the refer-
endum before the question
was settled.

“There was a fine line and
we had to be very cautious
about making any comments,

so it may sound like we were
not interested, but we were
restricted on what we could
and could not do during that
period,” said Brown.

Also at this meeting, retir-
ing Council member Mozella
“Pennie” Nicholson (District 6,
Hartsville) received a plaque
from chair Bobby Hudson hon-
oring her term of service from
2003 to 2018. Fellow members
of Council thanked her for her
service and wished her well.

“I just appreciate all the
years I've been able to share
with our citizens of Darlington
County and my many col-
leagues that have changed
over the years,” said
Nicholson. “I did the best I
could with what I had.”

Council member elect
Albert Davis will represent
District 6 beginning in
January.
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‘All that is necessary for the
triumph of evil  is that good
men do nothing.’

EDMUND BURKE
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CHRISTMAS PETS ON 1B

State sees problems at county’s elementary schools
By Bobby Bryant

Editor
editor@newsandpress.net

Most of Darlington
County’s public elementary
schools fared badly in the S.C.
Department of Education’s
newest round of “school
report cards.”

But some school-district
officials around the state are
attacking the report cards as
biased, inaccurate, unfair and
nearly worthless as a measure
of how well students and
schools are doing.

While Darlington County’s
four public high schools and
four public middle schools all
got what amounted to passing
grades or higher on the state’s
school-by-school assessment,
six of the county’s nine public
elementary schools were
judged to be in danger of not
meeting state standards for
students, and one was rated as
no longer meeting standards

for students.
Only two elementary

schools – Hartsville’s Carolina
Elementary and Lamar’s
Spaulding Elementary – got
what amounted to passing
grades from the state.

Darlington County
Education Superintendent
Tim Newman noted that the
report cards had been revised
and changed to such an extent
that “this is an entirely new
process for everyone involved,
and we know there are flaws
in the system.”

“However, we know what
our students are doing and we
know what we want them to
be able to do,” Newman said
in a statement. “We also know
our data as it relates to aca-
demic performance. In fact,
we have been using this data
to shape our practices and
programs since the beginning
of the school year.

“The bottom line … is that
our in-house data tells us we

have areas that are perform-
ing well and areas that need
improvement. We are commit-
ted to improving our schools
to ensure all students gradu-
ate career- and college-ready.”

Here’s a breakdown of how
Darlington County schools
fared in the state’s assess-
ment. Complete data for all
schools in the county and
state can be found on the state
Department of Education’s
website.

THE HIGH SCHOOLS:
Darlington High and
Hartsville High both were
rated “average,” essentially a
passing grade. Darlington
High got a numerical “overall
rating” of 51 out of 100;
Hartsville High, 58. Lamar
High got a 66 rating (“good”).
Mayo High School for Math,
Science and Technology got
an 86 rating (“excellent”).
Mayo’s 86 was by far the high-
est rating of any public school
in the county.

THE MIDDLE
SCHOOLS: Darlington
Middle was rated 47 (“aver-
age”). Hartsville Middle, with
a 54 rating, was judged
“good.” Rosenwald
Elementary/Middle in Society
Hill, with a 42 rating, was
judged “average.” Spaulding
Middle in Lamar, with a 67,
was deemed “excellent.”

THE ELEMENTARY
SCHOOLS: There are nine
public elementary schools in
Darlington County. Only two –
Carolina Elementary in
Hartsville, with a 50 rating,
and Spaulding Elementary in
Lamar, with 51, were judged
“average,” basically a passing
grade. The other seven got
scores indicating trouble –
“below average,” indicating
that they were in danger of
failing to meet the state’s stan-
dards and goals for students,
or “unsatisfactory,” indicating
that they were not meeting
state standards and expecta-

tions.
Thornwell School for the

Arts in Hartsville fared worst
on the state’s evaluation.
Thornwell received a rating of
23 out of 100, or “unsatisfac-
tory.” 

The other elementary
schools all got judged as
“below average” –
Brockington Elementary
Magnet School for Science
and Technology in Darlington
(37), Brunson-Dargan
Elementary in Darlington
(41), North Hartsville
Elementary (40), Rosenwald
Elementary/Middle (35), St.
John’s Elementary in
Darlington (38) and West
Hartsville Elementary (34).

“The report cards … are
the culmination of many years
of South Carolina’s hard work
to design a rigorous accounta-
bility system that uses multi-
ple measures to show the pub-
lic the overall performance of
our schools and districts,” S.C.

Superintendent of Education
Molly Spearman said. “I
encourage students, parents
and school communities to
take an in-depth look and cel-
ebrate their successes and col-
laborate on areas where we
need to improve.”

REPORT CARDS ON 3A

$4.6 million plan
would upgrade 

security at schools
By Bobby Bryant

Editor
editor@newsandpress.net

The Darlington County
school board is preparing for
some long discussions and cost-
ly decisions as the district con-
siders plans to upgrade security
at county schools.

Last week, the board was
briefed on a $4.6 million pro-
posal to beef up security across
the board at schools and dis-
trict offices, but the school
trustees took no action and will
study the plan further at one or
more work sessions.

The security proposal would
include deploying hundreds of
surveillance cameras (some
high schools would get more
than 100) as well as a tight sys-
tem of key cards to open doors
and upgrades to the district’s
system for alerting students
and staff about possible
threats.

Diane Sigmon, executive
director of technology for the
school district, said the propos-
al would total $4.6 million,
which would include cameras,
key cards and improvements to
the district’s “mass-notification
systems.”

“We currently have a video-
surveillance system in place,”
Sigmon said. 

“It’s very old and it’s some-
what piecemeal, and the man-
agement of it is very difficult,
and we have a lot of cameras
that are not capable of captur-
ing the quality image that cur-
rent-day cameras allow us to
capture.” 

Cost of the proposed video-
surveillance system would be
about $3.3 million, she said.

“With the age of our schools
and the openness of our cam-
puses, is this actually going to
even touch what we really need
to do in terms of safety?” asked
board member Charles Govan.

“It goes back to what you
want to do,” board chairman
Jamie Morphis said at one
point in the discussion. “Do you
want to encapsulate these
schools … ?” 

Referring to plans for access
cards for students and staff,
Morphis said: “At what point
do we put ourselves in a cage?
… ”

In other business, the board
emerged from an executive ses-
sion and approved a change in
the contract structure of the
process for building some new
schools in the county. 

Because of bad weather,
pre-bid deadlines are being
pushed back “a short amount of
time.”

Also, the board approved a
$250 Christmas bonus for full-
time employees. The bonus will
take effect before the
Christmas vacation. 

“Our employees are truly
dedicated to the work they do,”
said Morphis. 

“ … They deserve that and
more. This is one way of recog-
nizing them and showing them
our deep appreciation for their
efforts on behalf of our stu-
dents and families.”

A month after the election,
County Council still asked:

Why did courthouse plan fail?

Linwood Epps speaks during the County Council meeting. PHOTO BY SAMANTHA LYLES

Clemson report points out Lamar’s positives

PHOTO BY SAMANTHA LYLES

Tim Newman



By t om poland

The cold season is upon
us. The need for heat is
upon us. What type heat do
you prefer?

As long as I can remem-
ber, my parents heated their
home with gas. 

As long as I can remem-
ber, a propane tank as big as
an atomic bomb sat beneath
the hickories outside my
late parents’ home. It sits
there still and after Dad
died, Mom took on paying
the bills. Come winter she
often complained about the
high cost of propane. She’d
fret over the thermostat and
keep an eye on the weather.

“Why don’t you get a heat
pump?” I’d ask. “It’s eco-
nomical and heats and
cools.”

“No, I’m never going to
be cold again,” she’d say,
and she was adamant. 

Mom had heard that heat
pumps weren’t so hot, literal-
ly, though they’re passable
here in the South. She want-
ed no part of one, being used
to “real” heat, and you know
what I mean. Firewood and
gas had seen her through
many a Georgia winter. A
heat pump? No way. 

We tried electric heat for a
while in one small room. It
worked so-so, and though we
had a fireplace with a wood
stove Dad built himself gas
space heaters ruled our home
for a long time. I remember
huddling close to one, soak-
ing up its warmth as I
watched its ceramic radiants
glow red. 

During the rare snows we
had in childhood, I’d come in
frozen blue and I’d get as
close to a space heater as I
could. Years later a day of
sleet here in South Carolina
made me long for a space
heater, one I could back up
against for winter warmth. 

A heat pump offers no
such comfort. With a heat
pump, there is no instant
heat, and instant heat is what
you need at times. 

As a boy I’d stand next to
Granddad’s wood stove until
my jeans were smoking. The
flue glowed cherry red and
that black iron stove was as
hot as the sun. Instant heat.

Special heat. A roaring
fireplace warms the spirit
and the body. Ever see
Christmas cards where Santa
stands by an electric heater
or over a heat pump’s regis-
ter? Didn’t think so. Nor do
you see him standing in front
of gas logs. No sir, he stands
in front of a roaring fire with
logs Paul Bunyan would
appreciate. 

There’s something gen-
uine and timeless about
burning wood. In my comings
and goings, I visit country
stores and still see an occa-
sional woodstove at work.
That seems right. Outdoors, I
have seen many a man warm-
ing himself by an oil drum
burning old tires. That seems
not so right.

I have tried electric, oil-
filled heaters, but my
favorite source of winter
warmth remains a fireplace.
It adds cheer to a wintry day,
and food tastes better in

front of a crackling fire.
Thank you, Cracker Barrel. 

A fireplace does your
restaurant right, just as it
does log cabins right.
Someone, however, has to cut
the firewood, but you know
what they say about that.
Wood warms you twice:
when you cut it and when
you burn it. 

When I make winter visits
to my sisters back home in
Georgia, I enjoy my brother-
in-law’s big fireplace. He has
a Buck Stove in it, and it heats
much of the home. The fan
kicks on and hot air rises and
banishes the cold. He and my
sister live among hardwoods
so firewood is no problem.
Like a pioneer, my brother-in-
law is ready for winter. Out
back long stacks of cured
split wood wait their turn to
ignite, glow, and spread com-
fort throughout the house. 

I was there one cold
Sunday recently. I got up
early and ventured out to
photograph fall color. The
cold soon turned me back
toward that stove. 

As I approached the stacks
of wood, a welcome plume of
smoke rose from the chimney
and I caught the fragrance of
wood smoke. At that very
moment, a feeling of peace
and comfort overtook me. 

“Ah,” I thought, “that’s
what a home should smell
like on a cold winter morn-
ing.” 

When it comes to winter
warmth, nothing beats a fire-
place or wood stove filled
with blazing logs. 

It’s primitive, it’s reassur-
ing, and best of all it looks
warm. You can’t say that
about a heat pump.
Combustion has its advan-
tages.

Make moped
operators buy

insurance

I read with great interest
the front-page article “New
Moped Laws Close
Loophole” (Nov. 28).

For some time now, I have
been very concerned with
the number of mopeds on
our roads and the dangers
they present to our commu-
nity. 

I do appreciate the S.C.
Legislature closing some of
the loopholes that have been
used to operate these vehi-
cles in the past.

However, I was greatly
disappointed to read that
these vehicles require no

insurance and that the own-
ers pay no property taxes.
This is outrageous to we who
are required to have liability
insurance and also pay prop-
erty taxes on our vehicles. 

If a moped operator caus-
es an accident involving my
wife and I, he pays nothing
to repair or replace my prop-
erty or to pay for our possi-
ble injuries. 

But as I understand the
present law, I must pay for
his damages and his possible
injuries. 

NOT FAIR!

Rev. Leroy Lowery,
Darlington
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Word of the Week
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Roses in December?
By Bill Shepard

Someone wrote: “God gave us the gift of Memory so that we
could have Roses in December.”  

That is such a beautiful line; I wish I could have written it first.
I have pondered as to what the writer might have been thinking,
and I have often wondered if he or she might have been referring
to the “December of old age.”

Roses in December?  Along the white rail fence that borders my
front yard, red and white roses decorate the landscape from early
until late summer. When the cooler days of fall and early winter
arrive, my roses drop their petals to the ground, and their beauty
is hidden from my view.  Soon the leaves, so lush and green dur-
ing summer fade, and give way to the change in season.  All that is
left of my beautiful roses are the bare stems reaching upwards, a
sure sign that summer is past, and winter has arrived.

On the cold and blustery days that follow, when the sun does-
n’t break through the gray skies, I often bundle up and walk along
the paths where the roses once blossomed.  Though the roses are
not there, and only the bare stems remain, yet in my mind’s eye, I
can still see their beauty, and sense their presence.  Sometimes I
think I can smell their sweet fragrance permeating the air about
me. It is at such times that the words of the writer become more
real, and I experience, “Roses in December.”

To have roses in December, they must be cultivated in the early
months of springtime.  Long before I enjoy the beautiful roses that
bloom in my yard, I spend long hours at hard work, planting,
pruning, and digging around them.  That may also be true of the
roses we enjoy in the December of our old age.  

On a leisure ride through the countryside in late summer, I
have often viewed someone’s beautiful flower garden.  It would
cause me to want to rush home and start one of my own.  “Too
late,” I would say to myself, “but maybe next year!”  It may be a
harsh truth that many people spend a lifetime doing just that;
always procrastinating!  Finally, the December of their lives
arrives and there are no roses to remember. I can think of nothing
sadder.

Like roses, beautiful memories must be made before the winter
of our lives arrive.  That truth is set forth in the Holy Book and we
would do well to give heed to it.   One writer wrote, “Remember
now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come
not, nor the years draw nigh when thou shalt say, I have no pleas-
ure in them.”  Eccl. 12:1 KJV 

Now, in the December of my life, I am thankful for the beauti-
ful roses that I view from my rocker. Many of them are buried
deeply in the soil of my native town, the place that I shall always
call home, Darlington.

For many years the old house that sheltered me as a child stood
vacated and silent.  The ravages of time took their toll against it.
The old couple who had spent much of their lives at the old place
were gone away, never to return.  Together, they had watched
their young grow to adulthood and leave the old home place to
begin a new life on their own.

On various occasions, I would return to the old place and walk
among the memories of a time long past.  Near one corner of the
old house a beautiful red rose bush grew.  It was placed there in
the springtime of the old couple’s lives.  It had been cultivated
with tender care, and each springtime and summer that followed,
the rosebush responded, adding beauty and fragrance to its sur-
roundings. Now, the rose bush is gone, but it still furnishes
roses in the December of an old man’s mind.

Near to the rose bush, a red camellia added its brilliant color to
the already lovely space.  The camellia had been placed there by
my sister many years before.  As a young girl, working at Rose’s
Dime Store in Darlington, she had purchased the small plant and
carried it home to be placed near the rose.  There, the two grew
alongside each other, each in its own way brightening the corner
where they grew.

Today, the place where the old house stood is quiet and still.
The building has been demolished, and the old couple and most of
the young have departed to their long home in the beyond.  

The camellia and the rose no longer bloom in the springtime,
but their fragrant memories remain, and one who remembers,
enjoys “roses in December!

The poet, Thomas Moore, said it so eloquently: 
Long, long be my heart with memories filled. 
Like the vase in which roses have once been distilled.
You may break the vase if you will, 
but the scent of the roses will hang around still.
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Bring the family to the
Darlington Branch Library for
a magical holiday experience
this year, the Library’s first
Polar Express Pajama Party.
Don your P.J.s and bring your
favorite blanket on Saturday,
Dec. 15, at 11 a.m. for a jour-
ney of imagination aboard the
Polar Express.  

There will be Games, crafts
and snacks.  The first 40 chil-
dren will receive a Golden
Ticket to see a special presen-
tation of the movie “The Polar
Express.”  

Be sure to wear your comfi-
est pajamas for a picture in the
Polar Express train located in
the Children's Department. 

The Polar Express Pajama
Party is sponsored by
Darlington's Friends of the
Library. For more informa-
tion, contact Katie Jo Daniska
at (843) 398-4940 or at
katied.dar@darlingtonlib.org.

Library plans Polar Express Pajama Party

Mozella “Pennie” Nicholson (left) received a plaque from Darlington County Council chair Bobby
Hudson commemorating her fifteen years of service. PHOTO BY SAMAMTHA LYLES.

Couty Council
Continued from 1A

On the regular agenda,
Council held a public hearing
and second reading for
Ordinance No. 18-14, which
would amend the FY 2018/19
budget to add two new
employee positions. 

The ordinance extract
explained that revenues col-
lected by the Darlington
County Treasurer's office
would be used to hire an addi-
tional tax clerk and provide an

additional position for a
D e p u t y / A s s i s t a n t
Administrator. The supple-
mental funds requested total
$70,174.

No citizen spoke during the
public hearing, and Council
passed second reading of this
ordinance without objection.

The approved holiday
schedule for the landfill and
solid waste collection centers
was included with this agen-
da. Those facilities will close
at 1 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 24
and remain closed all day on
Dec. 25 in observance of

Christmas. They will close at 1
p.m. on Dec. 31 and remain
closed all day on Jan. 1 in
observance of New Year's Day.
Other county offices will be
closed Dec. 24 to Dec. 26, and
Jan. 1.

Darlington County
Council's next scheduled
meeting is Wednesday, Jan. 2,
2019 at 6 p.m in the
Courthouse Annex located at
1625 Harry Byrd Hwy in
Darlington. This meeting will
begin with the swearing-in of
County Council members and
election of officers.

Lamar
Continued from 1A

They offered some comple-
mentary strategies to improve
community livability, including
improving accessibility to
health services and by connect-
ing rural health care with tran-
sit services, making homes
healthier by combating lead
based paint and offering senior
tax abatement to help the elder-
ly on fixed incomes with prop-
erty upkeep and mortgage pay-
ments.

As for future growth in the
downtown area, the report stat-
ed that “Main Street is very
accessible to the entire commu-
nity making the Town of Lamar
a very pedestrian-friendly com-
munity. Pedestrian- friendly

cities are an extremely rare
commodity in the current ‘car-
oriented’ American urban fab-
ric which well positions Lamar
for future residential develop-
ment among seniors and young
families.”

Students also analyzed aeri-
al drone footage of Lamar and
determined that “any new-built
developments will most likely
take place on the handful of
undeveloped open spaces on
the Southwest side of Main
Street. Façade and storefront
restoration will most likely take
place on the Southeast side of
Main Street.” 

Mayor McPherson says she
is encouraged by the report and
agrees that action is needed to
spur growth in her town. She
says that in order to attract and
retain new residents, Lamar
needs more restaurants, cafes

and places where residents can
meet and socialize. She also
believes that having a federally
qualified health center like
Genesis Health Care in town
makes Lamar a more appealing
prospect for residential growth
and business development.

“The report also talks about
the older homes we have here
in Lamar. Now, we can't com-
pete with Darlington in terms of
those types of homes, but we do
have some very nice historic
homes here that could be sold
to young people looking for a
bedroom community near
Florence or Hartsville,” says
McPherson. 

The Clemson report cites
these historical homes as poten-
tial attractors for those seeking
a real estate investment. “Many
of the homes that are in need of
repair can be seen as real estate

development opportunities,”
the report says. “Several of
these homes are historically sig-
nificant that are situated on
highly desirable lots. A modest
restoration investment can turn
many of these homes into beau-
tiful, spacious homes in easy
walking distance to Main
Street, churches and schools.”

McPherson says that while
the Clemson report gives her
and Town Council members
plenty of food for thought, she
also wants to learn where
Lamar fits into Darlington
County's long term economic
development plans. She plans
to meet with Frank Willis, exec-
utive director of Darlington
County Economic Development
Partnership, to discuss how the
town and county can work
together.

Report cards
Continued from 1A

But some S.C. school dis-
tricts are openly challenging
the methods the state used to
compile the report cards and
saying the evaluations are
going to have little or no
impact on district operations.

The Berkeley County
School District has issued a
news release saying their dis-
trict doesn’t feel that the
report cards “fairly measure
BCSD students, teachers and
administrators.” 

One Berkeley education
official says the state “prede-
termined” that 10 percent of
S.C. schools would get failing
grades on the assessments.
Dorchester District 2 is also
questioning the report cards.

On the other hand, at least
one member of the State
Board of Education says the
school report cards are only
guilty of being too positive.
“There are schools that got 62
points out of 100 and got
rated ‘Excellent,’” Jon Butzon
told the (Charleston) Post &
Courier. 

“The average person looks
at that and says, ‘Well, that
doesn’t make any sense.’ And
it doesn’t make any sense,
because we’ve jimmied the
system to make it look better
for the system than to give us
an honest appraisal of how
our schools are doing.”



Gene Edward Odom

DARLINGTON -- Gene
Edward Odom, 61, of
Darlington, died Dec. 3, 2018. 

Funeral services were held
Friday, Dec, 7, 2018, at 2 p.m.
at the Chapel of Kistler Hardee
Funeral Home. Burial was in
Indian Branch Cemetery. The
family received friends
Thursday, Dec. 6, 2018, at
Kistler Hardee Funeral Home. 

Gene was born in Flagstaff,
Ariz. He was the son of the late
Joseph Eugene Odom and
Elsie Sleep Odom. Gene
enjoyed playing golf, playing
cards and loved watching
Westerns. 

Surviving are his son, Adam
Odom and fiancé, Heather of
Hartsville; his granddaughter,
Jordynn; his brothers, Joe
Odom and Billy Odom; and his
sisters, Judy Anderson, and
Nancy Webster. 

Arrangements were han-
dled by Kistler Hardee Funeral
Home of Darlington. 

Family and friends are
invited to sign the online guest

book at www.kistlerhardeefu-
neralhome.com.

Patricia Knotts Gainey

LAMAR – Patricia Knotts
Gainey, age 65, passed away
Monday, Dec. 3, 2018. 

Funeral services were held
3 p.m. Friday, Dec. 7, in the
Lamar chapel at Belk Funeral
Home, with burial following in
Lamar Memorial Cemetery.
The family received friends
Thursday at the funeral home
in Lamar. 

Born Jan. 22, 1953, Patricia
was the daughter of the late
Glinard “Bunky” Knotts and
Bessie Fields Knotts. She
worked as the manager of
Petro. She enjoyed working in
her flower beds, decorating
her house for Christmas, and
she loved her dog. 

Surviving are her children,
Timothy Gainey of Lamar,
Sheila G. Player of Florence,
Jolly Gainey Jr. of Lamar and
Reggie Gainey of Florence,
and Melissa Gainey of Lamar;
a number of grandchildren

and great-grandchildren; sis-
ters, Judy McElveen, Lorretta
Knotts and Angela Grooms;
brothers, Nathan Knotts and
Chris Knotts; and a special
friend, Susie Blackmon.

She was preceded in death
by her sisters, Teresa Johnson
and Debbie Knotts.

A guestbook is available
online at
belkfuneralhome.com.

Wesley Wylie Purvis

DARLINGTON – Wesley
Wylie Purvis, 75, passed away
Wednesday, Dec. 5, 2018. A
graveside service was held 2
p.m. Friday, Dec. 7, at Grove
Hill Cemetery. A visitation was
held Thursday at Belk Funeral
Home.

Born April 13, 1943, in
Chesterfield, Wesley was the
son of the late Bennie
Cleveland Purvis and Ammie
Boan Purvis. He was a talented
carpenter and worked for
Frank Sessoms for 30 years.
He enjoyed fishing, gardening
and working in his yard. Mr.

Purvis was a “conversational-
ist” who always enjoyed talk-
ing with people. Wesley was a
member of Darlington Church
of God. 

Surviving are his wife,
Barbara Gulledge Purvis of
Darlington; children, Gary
(Tammy) Purvis, Elizabeth
Manship, all of Darlington,
Paulette Purvis of Columbia,
Claudette (Clint) Milligan,
Thomas (Marilyn) Purvis and
Michelle Cranford, all of
Darlington; two grandchil-
dren, three great-grandchil-
dren; and several nieces and
nephews, including a special
nephew, Rayford Gainey.

He was preceded in death
by his sisters, Gracie Gainey
Strickland, Hazel P. Dantzler
and Naomi Purvis. 

Memorials may be made to
the National Kidney
Foundation, www.kidney.org. 

A guestbook is available
online at
belkfuneralhome.com.

“Serving the communities of Darlington County for three generations”
• Traditional Funerals with a Personal Touch  • Funeral Pre-Planning  

• Immediate Cremation and Cremation with Memorial Service 
• Aftercare Services - Social Security, Probate,

V. A. Paper Work & Insurance Claims
229 W. Broad St., Darlington

843-393-2824
217 W. Main St., Lamar

843-326-5890
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Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)

KISTLERHARDEE
FUNERAL HOME
& CREMATORY

“Darlington’s oldest
funeral home since 1922”

(843) 393-3851 | 315 Pearl Street, Darlington
www.kistlerhardeefuneralhome.com
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L i v i N g  o N  P u r P o s e

Searching for the
one that is missing

By Bill h olland

Have you ever experienced
times when you were excited
and filled with anticipation
but after it was over the
expectation did not live up to
the hype? 

It’s nothing to worry about
because we all have our share
of disappointments as this is
just a normal part of life.
Sometimes we even become
sad and restless when life is
going good which may seem
strange but we were never
intended to live only by our
emotions. 

When it comes to our spir-
itual life, the Bible says the
joy of the Lord is our strength.
This is an internal confidence
and peace we can enjoy no
matter what we are going
through. However, our joy
has a tendency to leak out
and needs to be refilled con-
stantly, which also explains
how easily we can fall away
from God and become cold
and irritable. 

If we feel like a grinch and
looking for someone to
blame, we can always point to
the many daily distractions
we encounter. Focusing too
much attention on the things
of Earth while ignoring God is
a sure way to become discour-
aged. 

Christians are spiritually
connected to their creator
and have undergone a mirac-
ulous transformation, but this
does not mean they are
always walking with Him or
even aware of his presence. 

In the old life we were led
by our feelings without any
respect or concern with God,
His Word, or His people. But
when a person surrenders
their life to God, the idea is
for everything to change
including laying down their
independence and embracing
a lifestyle of trusting and
obeying God’s voice. 

This new identity includes
following his decisions and
letting go of the things of
earth that desire to capture
our thoughts and devotion.
When any of us fail to have
our priorities in the right
place we automatically
become detached from our
joyful excitement and this
explains why many are miser-
able.

No matter how wealthy or
healthy we are, this temporal
realm is hardly a continuous
mountain top experience.
Actually, our existence here
on Earth was never intended
to be a perfect paradise
because heaven is an eternal
dwelling place reserved for
God, His angels and His peo-
ple. 

It may not be popular, but
we will all have our share of
valleys in this life as they are
meant to teach us valuable
lessons. By the way, the fear

and darkness of the valley
does not matter as long as we
are holding tightly to His
hand. The good news is these
sad and difficult places were
only designed to be tempo-
rary situations. God wants us
to learn how to be an over-
comer by allowing Him to
open our eyes and ears so that
we can know what He wants
us to do. 

Since we all have free will,
we have the choice to do
whatever we set our mind to
and even Christians can make
terrible decisions if this is
what they really want. Jesus
has always realized how easy
it is for humans to wander
away from him as he tells the
story in Matthew chapter 18
about the sheep that becomes
separated from the flock. 

Christ represents the shep-
herd and says the good shep-
herd leaves the 99 to go
search for the one that is
missing. How often do we
consider that God loves us so
much that he is constantly
trying to rescue the ones who
have lost their way? How easy
it is for any of us to become
untied from the harbor like a
small sailing vessel that is
pulled by the strong currents
out into the open sea. This
reminds me of the old hymn
that warns, “You’re drifting
too far from the shore.”

Many times when we are
busy with shopping and
entertaining we can fail to
recognize why we feel a sense
of emptiness and loneliness. 

Even when we are sur-
rounded by family and
friends and everything seems
fine on the outside, we can
experience a loss of peace and
contentment on the inside as
if something deep-down in
our soul is missing. 

This “something” is our
personal relationship with
God that we have neglected.
As we approach one of the
most hectic and stressful
times of the year, let us take
some quiet time to ourselves
and think about what is truly
important. Jesus said in
Matthew 11:28, “Come unto
me all of you that labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you
rest.”

Read more at billyholland-
ministries.com

Ch u r Ch  New s   
Please send your church

news and photos to:
editor@newsandpress.net

Central Baptist
Church

Pastor Andy Cook is
returning to Central Baptist
Church in Darlington, and
he's bringing Israel with him.
An experienced Israel tour
leader and author of multiple
books, Cook will share insight
from some of the Bible's most
familiar stories while he
shows you the land where
those stories took place.

Sunday, Jan. 6, 10:30 a.m.
and 6 p.m.

Monday, Jan. 7, 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 8, 7 p.m.
Central Baptist Church,

512 Spring St., Darlington.
For more information, call
843-393-8581 or visit our
website at www.cbcdarling-
ton.com or http://www.expe-
rienceisraelnow.com.

Also: Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service, Dec. 24

Prayer Service 
New Life In Christ Church

of Darlington, 119 Chestnut
St., Darlington, will hold a
Noon Day Prayer Service
every Friday. 

Prayer Service
St. James will hold a Noon

Day Prayer Service every
Wednesday. 

The church is  at 312 Pearl

St. For more, 843-393-1407.

Mechanicsville Baptist
Church

2364 Cashua Ferry Rd.,
Darlington. For more infor-
mation, call 843-393-1029

Sunday
9:30 a.m.-Sunday School;

10:30 a.m.-Worship Service
4 p.m.-Prayer Closet; 5:30

p.m. Evening Worship
Services

Monday
Monday Night Ministry

(MNM)-Youth Fellowship &
Meal

Wednesday
10:30 a.m. - Old Fashion

Chapel Service & Fellowship
Meal; 6:30 p.m. - Small
Group Bible Study (All Ages)
and Youth Group Meeting

The Upper Room Holy
Ghost Mission

Sunday morning worship
is at 11 a.m. Bible study
Thursday night is at 7 p.m. at
109 Main St. in Darlington.
Call 843-250-0418 for prayer.

Bible Study
Bible study at Mt. Zion

Tabernacle Believers Church
426 W. Broad St. Darlington,
on Tuesday nights at 6 p.m.
Bible study led by Rev. Larry
Scipio. Contact Deacon Z.
Frierson at 843-992-3158 or
church 843-992-8125. 

Covenant Baptist
Church Prayer Line

Anyone who needs prayer

for healing and deliverance is
welcome to call the Covenant
Baptist Church Prayer Line at
843-393-8555. The prayer
line is open Tuesdays and
Wednesdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

St. Catherine's
Episcopal Church

3123 W. Palmetto St.,
Florence. Worship Time:  11
a.m. (4th Sunday 8:30 a.m.)
Sunday School:  9:45 a.m.
Phone: 843-601-3672

Facebook: St. Catherine’s
EC Vicar: The Rev. Jeffrey R.
Richardson

Lawson Grove Baptist
Church

3585 Lawson Grove Rd.,
Hartsville. Sunday - Church
School at 9:45 a.m. and
Worship Service at 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday. Prayer 6:30 p.m.
Bible study 7 p.m.

Black Creek Baptist
Church 

Black Creek Baptist
Church, 139 Mont Clare
Road, Dovesville, announces
their hours: Sunday:  10 a.m.
Sunday School, 11 a.m.
Worship Services and 6 p.m.
Evening Worship.
Wednesday: 6:30 Adult Bible
Study; Youth Bible Study,
Children (Children In Action)
7:30 Adult Choir Practice

Covenant Baptist
Church 

Covenant Baptist Church,
located at 628 Pocket Road,

announces their hours:
Sunday:  10 a.m. Sunday
School, 11 a.m. Spoken Word
Service. Wednesday: 6 p.m.
Bible Study. Need a ride to
church? Call 843-393-7872.

Mt. Zion Tabernacle
Ministries 

Mt. Zion Tabernacle
Ministries 426 W. Broad St. in
Darlington announces their
hours:

1st/3rd Sunday Pastoral
Sunday: Sunday School at
9:30 a.m. Church Services 11
Elder M. Frierson 2nd/4th
Sunday: Sunday School at
9:30 by Deacon Z. Frierson
Service at 11 a.m. Min. Gerald
Green. 

Philadelphia Southern
Methodist; Traditional  -
Conservative. 1665
Philadelphia St., Darlington.
SS 10 a.m. Worship 11 a.m.

The Lord Cares
Please continue to assist

The Lord Cares in caring for
those in need in the
Darlington area. T.L.C.s food
bank is at 201 Grove St. in
Darlington. They are open
Monday, Wednesday and
Thursday from 10 a.m. until
12 p.m. Donations of non-per-
ishable food items (especially
canned meats) are needed, as
are toiletries, bathroom tis-
sue, and paper towels. 

Mail monetary donations
to: The Lord Cares PO Box
1457, Darlington, SC 29540.

Sonoco, one of the largest
diversified global packaging
companies, says Barry
Saunders, Senior Vice
President and Chief Financial
Officer, has announced his
plans to retire after nearly 30
years with the company, effec-
tive March 1.

Sonoco also announced
plans to appoint Julie Albrecht,
who will be named Vice
President and Chief Financial
Officer, effective following
Saunders’ retirement. On
March 1, Albrecht is expected
to assume CFO duties for the
company’s 2019 financial year
and report to Rob Tiede,
President and Chief Executive
Officer. She is a member of the
company’s Executive
Committee.

Albrecht, 51, joined Sonoco
in March 2017 and has served
as Corporate Vice President,
Treasurer and Assistant CFO,

holding responsibility for the
company’s treasury, tax and
risk management functions.
During that time she has been
responsible for the company’s
relationships with the credit
rating agencies and commer-
cial banks and has handled
financings for four acquisitions
totaling approximately $690
million. 

She also has been instru-
mental in the company’s
efforts to drive significant
improvement in cash flow from
operations and free cash flow
in 2018, and has been respon-
sible for management of the
company’s retirement benefit
plans.

Albrecht spent nearly 20
years at Goodrich
C o r p o r a t i o n / U n i t e d
Technologies Aerospace
Systems, progressing through
several finance positions,
including Assistant Treasurer

while at Goodrich. 
In 2012, Goodrich was

acquired by United
Technologies, and Albrecht
became Finance Director of an
$800 million business unit and
also led financial planning and
analysis for a $3.5 billion after-
market business. Prior to join-
ing Sonoco, she was Vice
President, Finance, Investor
Relations and Treasurer for
Esterline Technologies
Corporation in Bellevue,
Washington. 

Albrecht began her career in
public accounting with
PricewaterhouseCoopers after
graduating from Wake Forest
University with a BS in
Accounting with honors.

“I am excited about the
prospect of Julie becoming
CFO upon Barry’s retirement.
Her experience and leadership
in several key financial roles,
both inside and outside

Sonoco, positions her well to
continue building upon the
strong financial footing
Sonoco has developed over its
nearly 120-year history,” said
Tiede.

Saunders, 59, became
Sonoco’s CFO in May 2011. In
this position, he led the compa-
ny’s financial and accounting
operations on a global basis
and more recently took over
leadership of Sonoco’s
Business Technology function. 

Saunders joined Sonoco in
1989 after working as an audit
manager with Ernst & Young.
He worked in leadership posi-
tions in the company’s
Treasury Department for seven
years before becoming
Director of Corporate
Reporting and Accounting.

Sonoco’s CFO to retire after nearly 30 years 



Board of Zoning
Appeals

5:30 p.m. on Mondays on an
as-needed basis, coordinated
through the Codes
Enforcement Office.

Hartsville 
Rotary Club

Tuesdays at 12:30 p.m. at
Hartsville Country Club

Darlington 
Elks Lodge 

Tuesdays: Swing/Shag
dance lessons, "New" line
dance lessons from 8-10 p.m.

Wednesdays: Karaoke from
8-10 p.m.

Thursdays: Bingo at 7:30
p.m.   

Darlington Elks Lodge is
located at 836 Timmonsville
Hwy. For more info: 843-393-
1451.

BNI
Meets each Tuesday at from

7:30-9 a.m. at Black Creeks Art
Council, 116 W College Ave in
Hartsville.

Hartsville 
Kiwanis Club

Thursdays at 12:15 p.m. at
the Hartsville Country Club

Hartsville Lions
Club

Thursdays at 12:30 p.m. at
Mr. B's Restaurant

Centennial 
Farmers Market

This market features fresh,
organic gourmet foods, free-
range eggs and homegrown,
healthy foods including home-
made breads and sweet treats
and as always, live music and
entertainment! Every Thursday
from 4 – 7 p.m. Location:
Corner of 5th St. and Carolina
Ave. in Hartsville.

Paws to Read
Paws to Read is a literacy

program where emerging and
reluctant readers can create
positive emotional connections
with reading. Therapy Dogs
International with their train-
ers come for one-on-one read-
ing sessions on the first
Saturday and third Tuesday of
each month at 12:30 pm. and 3
p.m. respectively at the
Darlington Library Branch.

Story Time 
Darlington: Thursdays at 10

a.m. Info: 398-4940 ext. 305. 
Hartsville: Tuesdays at 10

a.m. Info: 332-5115 ext. 7.
Society Hill: Thursdays at

11:00 a.m.  Info: 378-0026�
Lamar: Thursdays at 11:30

a.m. Info: 326-5524   

Library Programs

Summer Reading Program,
Darlington Library, Tuesdays at
10 a.m.

Family Movie - Thurs. at
4pm  

Accelerated Reader Testing,
Available ALL Summer

Potluck Club [What the
Fork?], Monthly Event, 4th
Wednesday at 5:30 pm, bring
one dish and feast on
many…theme changes month-
ly, call 843-398-4940 for more
information.

Crochet & Knit
Clubs

Lamar: each Monday at 4:30
p.m. 326-5524 

Society Hill: each Friday
from 2-4 pm 378-0026 

Darlington: 2nd Friday of
the month 10 a.m. - noon 398-
4940

Hartsville: “The Stitchers”
group meets the 1st  & 3rd
Mondays and 2nd & 4th
Thursdays at 5 pm.

Pee Dee SCORE 
Pee Dee SCORE (Service

Corps of Retired Executives)
offers Free confidential coun-
seling to America's small busi-
ness, serving Darlington,
Florence and surrounding
areas. Existing and start-up
businesses can schedule an
appointment by calling the
Hartsville Chamber of
Commerce at 843-332-6401.

Alcoholics
Anonymous 

Alcoholics Anonymous will
hold an open meeting of big
book and traditions studies
weekly at 8 p.m. Monday
nights at Trinity UMC on Pearl
Street. Use Orange Street
entrance. Info: 843-395-6897.

AA meets at the Hartsville
AA Hut, 310 S. McFarland
Street: 

Sun: 6pm
Mon: noon
Tues: 8pm
Wed: noon, 6 pm
Thurs: 8pm

Fri: noon, 8pm
Sat noon, 8 pm

Al-Anon Meetings 
Al-Anon is a fellowship of

adult relatives and friends of
alcoholics for mutual support.
Visitors are welcome. Childcare
is not available. Al-Anon meet-
ings: 

Thursdays at 8p.m at the
Hartsville AA Hut, 310 S.
McFarland Street. Info: 843-
992-2981.

Hartsville Pilot Club
Fourth Monday each month

at 6 p.m. at their clubhouse
across from the Lawton Park
Tennis Courts

Hartsville
Toastmasters

2nd and 4th Monday each
month at 7 p.m. at the Black
Creek Arts Center

Water and Soil
Conservation Board

The Darlington Soil & Water
Conservation District Board
will meet at 7 p.m. the fourth
Monday of the month in the
Clemson Extension Kitchen at
300 Russell Street, Room 207
in Darlington. Meetings are
open to the public. For more
information call 843-393-
0483.

DDRA Board of
Directors Meeting
The DDRA Board of

Directors will meet at the
Darlington Library, 204 N.
Main Street, at 8 a.m. on the
first Tuesday of the month,
except in July and September.

Darlington County
First Steps

2nd Tuesday each month at
5:30 pm in the Chamber of
Commerce Boardroom, 214 N
5th St, Hartsville.

Williamson Park
Committee

The Williamson Park
Committee meets at 5:30 p.m.
on the second Tuesday of the
month at Harmon Baldwin
Recreation Center, 300
Sanders Street.

DC Disabilities and
Special Needs Board

Holds monthly meetings on
the last Tuesday of each month
at 2 p.m. The public is welcome
to come to the meetings. The
meetings are held at the Scott
Center 201 N. Damascus
Church Road in Hartsville.

Darlington Branch
NAACP

The Darlington Branch
NAACP meets on the second
Tuesday every month, 7:00
p.m. at 109 Pearl Street. New
members are always wel-
comed. For more information
contact President Anthony Hall
at 843-229-1274 or email to
darlingtonnaacp@yahoo.com.
Please visit our Facebook page:
Darlingtonnaacp.

DHS Booster Club
The Darlington High School

Athletic Booster Club has set
meeting times for the next sev-
eral months. 

Monday, Jan. 14, 2019, at 6
p.m. in the DHS Media Center.

Monday, Feb. 18, 2019, at 6
p.m. in the DHS Media Center.

Monday, March 18, 2019, at
6 p.m. in the DHS Media
Center.

Christmas Market
The Market on Darlington

Square presents a Christmas
Market from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 15 at Trinity
United Methodist Church
Fellowship Hall, 126 Pearl
Street, for everyone to finish
their shopping locally. Santa
will arrive on scene at 12 noon.
Coloring station will be avail-
able to keep kids busy while
parents shop. Free admission.

Recreation trip to
Billy Graham

Library
Join Darlington Recreation

for a trip to Billy Graham
Library on Wednesday, Dec.
19. Depart at 9 a.m. and return
by 6 p.m. Cost is $10. Lunch is
on your own. Must register one
week prior.

Darlington County
Airport Commission 

December 20, 8 a.m. at 313
G. Graham Seagars Parkway,
Darlington. Call 843-393-9928
for more information.

Darlington County
Council Meeting
The Darlington County

Council will hold their month-
ly meeting Jan. 2 at 6 p.m. at
the Courthouse Annex/EMS
Building, 1625 Harry Byrd
Highway (Highway 151),
Darlington, SC. The Council
encourages citizen participa-
tion and provides an opportu-
nity for citizens to present their
concerns at the beginning of
each regular meeting. Those
wishing to make a presentation
should contact the Clerk to
Council at 843-398-4100 or
jbishop@darcosc.com.

Darlington City
Council Meeting
The Darlington City Council

will hold their monthly meet-
ing Jan. 8 at 6:30 p.m. in the
City of Darlington Council
Chambers at City Hall, located
at 400 Pearl Street.

Blood Drive at
Carolina Pines

Tuesday, Jan. 8 from 1:30 to
6:30 p.m. at Carolina Pines
Regional Medical Center - ER
Entrance, 1304 W. Bobo
Newsom Highway, Hartsville,
SC.

Give blood. Help save lives!

Darlington Planning
Commission

Tuesday, Jan. 15 at 9 a.m. at
the Darlington Library, 204 N.
Main Street, Darlington, SC.

Darlington County
Library Board

Meeting
Jan. 17 at the Darlington

Library located at 204 N. Main
Street, Darlington, SC.

Coker College
Homecoming

Join us on Friday, Feb. 1 for
an alumni drop in at Bizzell’s
and Saturday, February 2, there
will be campus tours, class pic-
tures, alumni reception and so
much more!

Historic Landmarks
Commission

5:30 p.m. Monday, Feb. 4 at
City Hall, 400 Pearl Street.

Darlington County
Council Meeting

The Darlington County
Council will hold their monthly
meeting Feb. 4 at 6 p.m. at the
Courthouse Annex/EMS
Building, 1625 Harry Byrd
Highway (Highway 151),
Darlington, SC. The Council
encourages citizen participation
and provides an opportunity for
citizens to present their concerns
at the beginning of each regular
meeting. Those wishing to make
a presentation should contact
the Clerk to Council at 843-398-
4100 or jbishop@darcosc.com.

Darlington City
Council Meeting

The Darlington City Council
will hold their monthly meeting
Feb. 5 at 6:30 p.m. in the City of
Darlington Council Chambers at
City Hall, located at 400 Pearl
Street, Darlington, SC.

Darlington County
Board of Education 

The Darlington County
School District Board of
Education will meet at 6 p.m.
Feb. 11 in the Training Room of
the Administrative Office locat-
ed at 120 E. Smith Avenue in
Darlington.

Local Emergency
Planning Committee

Feb. 21 at 8 a.m. at the
Courthouse Annex/EMS
Building located at 1625 Harry
Byrd Highway, Darlington, SC.

Darlington Tree
Board

Feb. 25 at 5:30 p.m. at City
Hall, 400 Pearl Street,
Darlington, SC.

Darlington City
Council Meeting

The Darlington City Council
will hold their monthly meeting
March 5 at 6:30 p.m. in the City
of Darlington Council Chambers
at City Hall, located at 400 Pearl
Street, Darlington, SC.

Darlington Planning
Commission

Tuesday, March 19 at 9 a.m.
at the Darlington Library, 204
N. Main St.

Darlington City
Council Meeting
The Darlington City Council

will hold their monthly meet-
ing April 2 at 6:30 p.m. in the
City of Darlington Council
Chambers at City Hall, located
at 400 Pearl Street, Darlington,
SC.

Historic Landmarks
Commission

5:30 p.m. Monday, May 6
at City Hall, 400 Pearl Street,
Darlington, SC.

Darlington City
Council Meeting
The Darlington City

Council will hold their month-
ly meeting May 7 at 6:30 p.m.
in the City of Darlington
Council Chambers at City
Hall, located at 400 Pearl
Street, Darlington, SC.

Darlington Tree
Board

May 13 at 5:30 p.m. at City
Hall, 400 Pearl Street,
Darlington, SC.

Local Emergency
Planning

Committee
May 16 at 8 a.m. at the

Courthouse Annex/EMS
Building located at 1625
Harry Byrd Highway,
Darlington, SC.

Darlington
Planning

Commission
Tuesday, May 21 at 9 a.m.

at the Darlington Library, 204
N. Main Street, Darlington,
SC.

Darlington City
Council Meeting
The Darlington City

Council will hold their month-
ly meeting June 4 at 6:30 p.m.
in the City of Darlington
Council Chambers at City
Hall, located at 400 Pearl
Street, Darlington, SC.

Darlington City
Council Meeting
The Darlington City

Council will hold their month-
ly meeting July 2 at 6:30 p.m.
in the City of Darlington
Council Chambers at City
Hall, located at 400 Pearl
Street, Darlington, SC.

If you have lost or found a pet, go online to www.darlingtonhumane.org and click on the
link Lost/ Found Pets. You will be directed to the www.thelostpets.com Web site where
you can register your missing pet. 

You will be able to provide a detailed description of your missing pet, as well as attach a photo.
Upon registering your lost pet, an e-mail alert will be sent to the Darlington Shelter’s e-mail
address. This will allow the Shelter staff to recognize your lost pet should it arrive at the facility.

Aspen is such a friendly guy.  Never meeting a stranger,
this sleek coated hound is all tail wags and hip swivels
around other dogs and humans.  A curious, playful fel-
low,  Aspen is a skilled leash walker who loves to go and
do.  A great fit for a more active family, Aspen is hoping
he is EXACTLY what you are looking for this holiday sea-
son.  2-3 years old; male; hound

Come play with me!
Becks is an adorable
young teen pup who
is looking for his first
long term love! A
friendly, engaging lab
mix,  Becks can be a
little shy when you
first meet but he's
eager to warm up to

you and be your new best friend. Stop by today and ask
for Becks!  7 months old; lab mix; male

The Darlington County Humane Society is located 0.5
miles from Darlington Raceway off Highway 151 in
Darlington.

Have you lost or found a pet?

P E T S  O f  T H E  W E E k
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Clemson University

CLEMSON — A team that has
included more than 85
researchers from three South
Carolina universities is receiving
$2 million to continue investi-
gating how buried nuclear waste
would react with soil and
groundwater if it were to leak
into the environment.

It’s a project that researchers
said could help ensure safe dis-
posal of nuclear waste, ideally
for thousands or even hundreds
of thousands of years.

The project, led by Brian
Powell of Clemson University,
began in 2014 with $5.25 mil-
lion from the U.S. Department of
Energy’s Experimental Program
to Stimulate Competitive
Research, also commonly called
by the acronym EPSCoR.

The additional $2 million
comes from the same program
and funds the project for two
more years, bringing the fund-
ing total so far to $7.25 million.

“Like every good research
project, we started down a path
and found some new things out,
and that generated more ques-
tions than answers,” Powell
said. “We are grateful to have
the renewal period to start
pushing out into those addi-
tional areas. We’re very well
equipped and aligned now to
continue advancing this proj-
ect into the renewal phase
and continue the work we
envisioned four years ago
when we started.”

The project has brought
together a versatile team of
researchers from Clemson
University, the University of
South Carolina and South
Carolina State University.
They include 24 faculty mem-
bers, 20 undergraduates, 26
graduate students and 13
postdoctoral fellows.

Fifteen master’s students
and three Ph.D. students
have graduated as a result of
the work they have done thus
far on the project.

The team’s members have
published 24 articles related
to their research on the proj-
ect and pioneered new ways
of using technology devel-
oped for medical-imaging to
study the movement of
radionuclides through soil.

Timothy DeVol, the
Toshiba Professor of Nuclear
Engineering at Clemson, said

the team’s research will be rele-
vant for years to come.

“Being able to safety dispose
of radioactive waste for 10,000
years or 1 million years and
beyond is of paramount impor-
tance to future generations,” he
said. “This grant allows us to
study the fundamental proper-
ties that control contaminant
fate and transport. Key to this
research effort is the ability to
scale our results over time and
space.”

David Freedman, chair of the
Department of Environmental
Engineering and Earth Sciences,
congratulated the team on its
work.

“Brian Powell and his team
have built a nationally competi-
tive research group that is work-
ing in an area critical to human
and environmental health,” he
said. “The team has an impres-
sive record in publishing journal
articles and graduating stu-
dents. The funding renewal is
richly deserved.”

Powell, who is the Fjeld
Professor in Nuclear
Environmental Engineering and
Science, said just five of the 24

faculty members had experience
with nuclear waste remediation
before the research started in
2014, broadening the range of
specialization brought to bear
on the project.

“You have to have a multidis-
ciplinary team to deal with the
complexity of disposing of
radioactive waste in the environ-
ment,” Powell said. “We needed
to bring in a plant physiologist
and a hydrogeologist and a geo-
chemist and a nuclear detection
specialist and computational
modellers. That’s just to name a
few. We needed the whole team
to do this.”

When the project first started
four years ago, the larger team
broke into three smaller, largely
independent teams, with one
each for physical, chemical and
biological processes. The new
round of funding will allow the
teams to realign and dive deeper
into cross-disciplinary research,
Powell said.

“All the new experiments are
designed to have both biological
and chemical influences in them
with real-time imaging of the
water,” Powell said. “So, we real-

ly are uniting all these concepts
we’ve been understanding in
isolation for the first three years.
We’re really driving the experi-
ments home and getting to the
key experiments to see what are

the processes that are driving
the systems.”

One of the project’s key goals
is to build a nationally competi-
tive team of researchers that can
get funding independent from

the EPSCoR program. The effort
to find new sources of funding
has already begun, and team
members are well positioned to
bring in federal grants, Powell
said.

The Darlington County
Board of Education approved
the 2019-2020 Darlington
County School District calen-
dar at its December meeting.
The calendar is a culmination
of the work by the district’s
calendar committee, com-
prised of parents, students,
community members, teach-
ers, administrators and dis-
trict staff. The committee sift-
ed through the numerous
requirements and requests to
shape and refine the final cal-
endar. 

As required by law, stu-
dents cannot begin school
before the third Monday in
August. Darlington County
students will start school Aug.
19, 2019. Teachers will start
earlier on Aug. 12. The law
also requires that students
attend class for 180 days and
teachers have 10 days of pro-
fessional development.

Under South Carolina law,

school districts must desig-
nate at least three days as
inclement weather make-up
days. The school district set
aside four days – two in each
semester – to accommodate
fall and winter inclement
weather possibilities as well as
block scheduling. 

For 2019-2020, the
inclement weather make-up
days will be Nov. 1, Dec. 20,
April 10, and June 4. If those
days are not needed for make-
up days, schools will be
closed. If they are needed to
make up missed days due to
inclement weather, those days
will be regular school days
and attendance will be taken.

School districts are permit-
ted three short days a year,
which count toward the 180-
day requirement. Two short
days will be at the end of the
year to allow school and dis-
trict staff to wrap up grades
and prepare buildings for

summer. The third day will be
immediately after the end of
third quarter to give teachers
time for grade verification.

“The calendar committee
did an outstanding job of bal-
ancing wants and needs,
requirements and requests,”
said Audrey Childers, DCSD
public information officer. “I
commend them for their hard
work. Putting together the
calendar is not an easy task. It
involves a lot of negotiation
and compromise. They did a
fantastic job.”

JULY 2019
4: No school:

Independence Day
To be announced:

Registration

AUGUST 2019
To be announced:

Registration
12-16: No school:

Professional development

19: First day of school for
students

SEPTEMBER 2019
2: No school: Labor Day
19: Full day of school;

Parent conferences 4 p.m. - 7
p.m.

20: No school: Parent con-
ferences; 1/2 day for teachers

OCTOBER 2019
3 : No school: Professional

D e v e l o p m e n t / T e a c h e r
Workday/Grade Verification

30: Report cards sent home

NOVEMBER 2019
1: Inclement weather day.

If NOT needed, schools will be
closed, district offices will be
open.

27-29: No school:
Thanksgiving

DECEMBER 2019
20: Inclement weather day.

If NOT needed, schools and

district offices will be closed.
23-Jan. 3: Christmas/Winter
Break

JANUARY 2020
6.: Classes resume
16: No school: Prof.

D e v e l o p m e n t / T e a c h e r
Workday/Grade Verification

20: No school: Martin
Luther King Jr. Day

24: Report cards sent home

FEBRUARY 2020
20: Full day of school; par-

ent conferences
21 No school: Parent con-

ferences, 1/2 day for teachers

MARCH 2020
24: Early dismissal before

lunch/teacher workday
3: Report cards sent home

APRIL 2020
10: Inclement weather day.

If NOT needed, schools and
district offices will be closed.

13-17: Spring Break - stu-
dents and everyone except 12-
month employees

13-15: Spring Break - 12-
month employees

MAY 2020
25: No school: Memorial

Day

JUNE 2020
2-3: Early dismissal before

lunch/teacher workday
3: Last day for students
4: No school: Professional

development/grade verifica-
tion/inclement weather day
(district offices will be open)

If June 4 is used as
inclement weather day:

2: Regular school day
3 and 4: Early dismissal

before lunch/teacher workday
5: No school: Professional

development/grade verifica-
tion.
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Simon’s 
Community Shoe 

Shop is closing

December 28 will be our 
last day of operation

407 S. Dargan Street, Darlington, SC

(843) 393-2275

School district calendar approved

Renewed project could protect environment for millennia

Educators find much to debate at annual forum
By Bobby Bryant

Editor
editor@newsandpress.net

Amid the discussions about
paying S.C. teachers more,
recruiting new teachers and
keeping experienced teachers
during the 2018 Education
Forum in Darlington last
week, one selling point for the
profession rang clear:

“We’re off for Christmas for
two weeks!” said Tim
Newman, superintendent of
the Darlington County School
District.

The forum, an annual event
sponsored by the Darlington
County School District

Leadership Council, gave
dozens of educators a chance
to hear local and state educa-
tion officials field questions
on subjects ranging from too
much testing to teacher
salaries to the state’s new
school “report cards.” The
event was held at the Mayo
High School for Math, Science
and Technology Conference
Center.

Some highlights from the
discussion, held Dec. 7:

Kimm Mack of St. John’s
Elementary School noted that
South Carolina’s average
annual starting salary for
teachers is $33,000, roughly
$5,000 below the average

starting salary for teachers
nationally, “ranking us 47th in
the nation.” State Rep. Jay
Lucas, one of the panel mem-
bers fielding questions, said
it’s not really just a state issue,
it’s a national issue. Another
panel member, Darlington
County school board chair-
man Jamie Morphis, noted
that this also ties into other
issues such as working envi-
ronment, teacher develop-
ment and signing bonuses.

Rhonda Bailey of
Washington Street
Elementary School asked the
panel what their organiza-
tions were doing to address
hiring new teachers and keep-

ing experienced ones. Money
is always going to be a factor
in that, said Morphis. “The
generation that is coming into
teaching, I can assure you,
they are paying attention to
the money.” Panel member
Rainey Knight, a former
Darlington County education
superintendent and now
director of special programs
for the S.C. Education
Oversight Committee, said
she felt that the Darlington
County School District does a
good job with recruitment.

Christina Ewing of
Carolina Elementary School
told the panel “there is no
doubt there are flaws” with

the state’s new round of
school “report cards.” Panel
member Emily Heatwole,
director of governmental
affairs with the state
Department of Education,
called the new and much
more complex report cards “a
learning experience for every-
one” and said schools should
use the data in the new
school-by-school assessments.
Darlington County’s Newman
said the state’s “intent was
good,” but objected to the way
the report cards “label”
schools as “below average,”
“average” and the like.

Also during the
forum, the Jimmy Newsom

Signature Award was present-
ed to CareSouth Carolina for
the company’s contributions
of basic dental care to hun-
dreds of students. The award
is named for Newsom, a for-
mer county superintendent of
education, and is given yearly
to “an organization, company
or individual that has made
significant impact on educa-
tion” locally.

In this case, as Newsom
said, “It’s hard to concentrate
on schoolwork when your
teeth hurt.”

Brian Powell, right, works on a test bed that was developed for the team’s research.



By Drake Horton
Contributing Writer

It was a clean sweep for both
the Darlington boys’ and girls’
basketball teams Dec. 4 as both
the Falcons and Lady Falcons
came out victorious at home
over Marion.

Darlington (boys) 67,
Marion (boys) 51

Despite some sloppy play
near the end of the game, the
Falcons made quick and easy
work of the Swamp Foxes and it
really all happened in the first
quarter of play.

Behind a 12-0 run to start
the game, Darlington looked
like a team that was already in
midseason form, making every
extra pass and seemingly
knowing where every team-
mate was going to be. That
start and that execution were
some of the main reasons for
the Falcons’ 67-51 victory.

While Darlington’s offense
was hitting on all cylinders dur-
ing that 12-0 run to start the
game, the Falcons’ defense was
playing just as well, holding the
Swamp Foxes scoreless until
the 3:20 mark.

“We got off to a great start,”
Darlington head coach
Anthony Heilbronn said. “We
were up 15 points.”

Up by 15 after the opening
period, Darlington increased its
lead 20 by halftime and even
got as high to 24 in the early
parts of the third quarter, but
that was as high as it would get
for the Falcons. 

Marion caught some
momentum in the third quar-
ter, cutting the Falcons’ 24-

point lead to 13 with an 11-0
run of its own before Heilbronn
called a timeout with 5:30 left
in the quarter. 

That timeout proved to be
beneficial as Darlington closed
the third quarter out holding a
20-point advantage over the
Swamp Foxes.

“At one point in the third
(Marion) cut it to 12 or 13 and
I called a timeout to just stop
the momentum,” Heilbronn
said. “I think we responded
pretty well; we pushed it right
back up.”

Darlington struggled with
turnovers in the fourth quarter
and was only 10-17 from the
charity stripe, but there were
more positives than negatives
and the Falcons earned the
win. 

The victory improved
Darlington’s record to 5-1 over-
all. 

Kenyon Scott led the Falcons
in scoring with 18 points and
Jamean Muldrow was right
behind him with 15. 

Darlington (girls) 43,
Marion (girls) 37

Unlike the boys’ game, the
Lady Falcons found themselves
in quite a contest with the Lady
Swamp Foxes. 

Despite slow starts and get-
ting dominated in the third
quarter, Darlington improved
to 3-0 overall with its 43-37 vic-
tory over Marion.

“First off, hats off to Marion;
they are a pretty good, scrappy
team,” Darlington girls’ head
coach Brad Knox said. “Also
hats off to my coaching staff; I
think they did a great job of
motivating our girls’ over the

week on what you have to do.” 

It was a sloppy game for
both as Darlington and Marion
committed numerous
turnovers and missed open
layups, but one of the more
intriguing developments in the

game was the slow starts that
both teams had in the first and
third quarter.

In the first quarter
Darlington scored the first bas-
ket for either team at the 5:30
mark and Marion scored the
first basket for either team in

the third quarter with 5:42 on
clock.

The Lady Falcons held a
one-point lead after the first
quarter and an eight-point lead
at half before Marion closed
the third quarter on a 9-0 run
to tie the score up going into

the fourth. 
Darlington opened the

fourth quarter on a 6-0 run of
its own and with that the Lady
Falcons never looked back as
they clawed their way to the
victory.
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Falcons and Lady Falcons 
protect home court against Marion

Coker adds psychology and 
sociology online degree options

In an effort to make higher
education even more obtain-
able and manageable, Coker
has added two new, entirely
online bachelor of science
degrees in psychology and soci-
ology. These two new degree
options join Coker’s existing
two online bachelors of science
in business management and
criminology.

Coker is committed to meet-
ing the needs of today’s stu-
dents, a population which
includes substantial numbers
of students working full-time or
part-time jobs, raising families,
and juggling a number of other
obligations. Over the last few
years, Coker has added five
graduate programs, all of

which are entirely online pro-
grams: M.Ed. in Curriculum
and Instructional Technology,
M.Ed. in Literacy Studies, M.S.
in College Athletic
Administration, M.S. in
Criminal and Social Justice
Policy, and a M.S. in
Management and Leadership,
and now four entirely online
undergraduate degree pro-
grams.

"Coker's growth within
online programs shows the col-
lege’s innovation and commit-
ment to its students,” says
Adam Connolly, vice president
of enrollment management at
Coker College. “The addition of
our two newest programs will
only strengthen the opportuni-

ties for future Cobras."
“In our 110th year, Coker

continues to creatively
approach education in the 21st
century, all in the spirit of
accessible education,” says
Coker College President Robert
Wyatt, echoing sentiments that
were reflected recently in the
college’s 2019 U.S. News and
World Report’s rankings; Coker
was recognized by its peers as
having “a strong commitment
to undergraduate teaching”
and for being a “most innova-
tive school,” ranking #3 and
#5, respectively, in those cate-
gories among regional colleges
in the south.

Mumps advisory hits two S.C. schools
Medical University of South Carolina

Warnings have gone out to
students and faculty at
Clemson University and Tri-
County Technical College
about a confirmed case of
mumps. Anybody who was at
those schools between Nov. 21
and 29 may have been
exposed, according to the
South Carolina Department of
Health and Environmental
Control.

That could include people
from the Lowcountry. The peri-
od in question included the
Clemson/University of South
Carolina football game in
Clemson Memorial Stadium. It
seats more than 80,000 people
and drew fans from across the
state.

“It’s possible people in the
Charleston area who were in
Clemson at that time could
have an issue,” said MUSC
Children’s Health Division
chief of Pediatric Critical Care
Elizabeth Mack. “Mumps can
be very serious or even poten-
tially deadly.”

The rate of mumps infection
in the U.S. went way down
after a vaccine was developed
in the late 1960s, but in recent
years there have been out-

breaks. The number of report-
ed cases soared from 229 in
2012 to more than 6,300 in
2016. 

“Anti-vax stances are dan-
gerous because vaccination is
what keeps us safe from these
deadly diseases. The CDC only
recommends vaccines that are
safe and effective for danger-
ous diseases,” Mack said. “The
most important way to prevent
infection with mumps is cer-
tainly vaccination. Vaccination
typically is recommended
between 12 and 15 months for
the first and again at 4 to 6
years of age.”

Mumps is highly conta-
gious. It can spread through
saliva and respiratory secre-
tions via kissing, sharing
drinks, coughing, sneezing and
other activities. “One of the
most common symptoms of
mumps is swelling of the
parotid glands. It resembles
chipmunk cheeks. Mumps is
the only known cause of paroti-
tis epidemics,” Mack said.

“Once that begins, folks are
recommended to be in isola-
tion, not exposed to other peo-
ple, for five days. We do recom-
mend verifying your vaccine
status and getting vaccinated
unless you are immunocom-

promised. People who are
exposed to mumps should get
vaccinated, though it is not
likely to reduce complications
or infection at that moment. ”

Some people who have the
virus never know it. “A third of
people either develop an upper
respiratory infection or don’t
get sick at all,” Mack said.

But the other two-thirds will
feel sick. The incubation period
can be two to four weeks, so
you can be exposed without
knowing it for quite a while.

“Complications include
meningitis, other neurological
problems. Males can develop
sterility related to swelling in
the testicles. You can also get
swelling in joints in the body. It
can really wreak havoc, and the
unfortunate thing is there’s no
antiviral or treatment. It’s just
purely supportive care. The
best treatment is prevention.”

Some people can’t be vacci-
nated, Mack said, because their
immune systems are compro-
mised due to cancer treatment
or other conditions. “It’s up to
us to support and provide herd
immunity to those populations
so that we don’t have outbreaks
of these otherwise uncommon
but dangerous preventable dis-
eases.”



The holiday season is rife
with tradition. Families have
their own unique traditions,
whether it’s gathering at
Grandma’s to enjoy a holiday
meal or singing carols together
around the neighborhood with
friends who live nearby.

One tradition that seems to
have made it into many fami-
lies’ holiday celebrations is
indulging in delicious baked
goods. Desserts are a big part of
the holiday season, when many
people relax restrictions on
their diets to enjoy some of
their favorite cookies and
cakes. While such delicacies
are often served at dinnertime,
homemade baked goods also
make great gifts come the holi-
day season. Whether a friend
or family member is a fully
devoted foodie or simply a per-
son who loves a decadent
dessert, gifting homecooked
baked goods is a great way to
show your loved ones just how
much you appreciate them.
This holiday season, give the
gift of decadence by cooking up
the following recipe for “Sticky
Chocolate Gingerbread” cour-
tesy of Maxine Clark’s
“Chocolate: Deliciously
Indulgent Recipes for
Chocolate Lovers”  (Ryland,
Peters & Small).

Sticky Chocolate
Gingerbread

Makes an 8-inch cake

21⁄3 cups dark molasses
6 ounces dark chocolate (60

to 70 percent cocoa solids),
grated

1 3⁄4 cups all-purpose flour
2 teaspoons ground ginger
5 ounces whole pieces pre-

served stem ginger, drained
and roughly chopped

1 stick (8 tablespoons)
unsalted butter, softened

1⁄2 cup plus 2 tablespoons
dark brown sugar, sifted (to
remove lumps)

2 medium eggs, beaten
1⁄2 teaspoon baking soda
2 tablespoons milk, warmed
A pinch of salt
Extra-large crystallized gin-

ger pieces, to scatter (optional)

A deep 8-inch square cake
pan or 8 x 6 x 3-inch oval cake
pan

Preheat the oven to 325 F.
Grease and line the base and
sides of the cake pan with non-
stick parchment paper.

Put the molasses in a pan
and heat gently until hot, but
do not allow it to boil. Remove
the pan from the heat and add
the chocolate. Stir until melted. 

Sift the flour, ground ginger
and salt together in a bowl. Add
the stem ginger and toss it
around in the flour until every

piece is coated.
Using an electric mixer,

cream the butter and sugar in a
large bowl. Beat in the eggs,
then the molasses and choco-
late mixture and finally the
flour mixture. Dissolve the bak-
ing soda in the milk and gradu-
ally beat this into the batter.

Pour into the prepared cake
pan, scatter with the crystal-
lized ginger, if using, and bake
for 45 minutes. 

Reduce the oven tempera-
ture to 300 F and bake for
another 30 minutes. (If using
the oval pan, cook for about 45
minutes at the higher tempera-
ture, then about 1 hour at the
lower temperature, as it will be
deeper.) 

A metal skewer inserted into
the center should come out
clean. Let cool for 5 minutes in
the pan, then turn out onto a
wire rack and let cool com-
pletely. When cold, store in an
airtight container for at least a
couple of days to mature and
become sticky. Don’t worry if it
sinks a bit in the middle — this
is normal.
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Arbor Day in Darlington
By Samantha Lyles

Staff Writer
slyles@newsandpress.net

The City of Darlington cele-
brated Arbor Day on Friday,
Dec. 7, and city officials gath-
ered for a small ceremony held
outside the Raceway Inn, locat-
ed at the corner of Washington
Street and the Hwy 52 By-Pass.

“Today, we are here at the
site of several newly planted
Tuscarora Crepe Myrtle trees,”
said Lisa Chalian-Rock, City of
Darlington planning director.
“Four were transplanted earlier
this year from the Lamar
Highway entrance, and three
more added to beautify this
gateway to the city. This
drought-tolerant, low mainte-
nance tree grows fast and will
provide beautiful color to this
entrance and extend the
atmosphere of the neighboring
Washington Square
Apartments that are kept so
neat.”

Rock said that when these
trees bloom in spring, their
cheerful pink color will coordi-
nate with existing trees at the
Washington Square
Apartments.

Darlington has received the
Tree City USA award for 21
consecutive years. Four
requirements must be met to

qualify for this award: the city
must have a tree board or
department, have a tree ordi-
nance, spend at least $2 per
person living in the city on tree
planting and maintenance, and
have an Arbor Day proclama-
tion and celebration.

Mayor Gloria Hines was
unable to attend the ceremony,
so Rock read the proclamation
on her behalf.

“Trees can reduce the ero-
sion of our precious topsoil by
wind and water, cut heating
and cooling costs, moderate
the temperature, clean the air,
produce life-giving oxygen, and
provide habitat for wildlife,”
the proclamation stated. “Trees
in our city increase property
values, enhance the economic
vitality of business areas, and
beautify our community. And
trees, wherever they are plant-
ed are a source of joy and spiri-
tual renewal.”

The proclamation included
some history on this holiday,
which began in 1872 when the
state of Nebraska designated a
special day dedicated to the
planting of trees. More than
one million trees were planted
in Nebraska on the original
Arbor Day, and the holiday is
now observed throughout the
United States and in many
countries around the world.

Give the gift of indulgence 
this holiday season

Clemson 
students steer

toward 
‘automotive 
innovation’

Clemson University

GREENVILLE Clemson
University students are part-
nering with industry leaders
in an effort to create sustain-
able solutions for the lifecy-
cle of vehicles. 

Sponsored by
ExxonMobil, graduate auto-
motive engineering students
in the university’s flagship
Deep Orange program will
develop a next-generation
sustainable concept vehicle.

The goal of the project is
to develop an ultra-efficient,
lightweight, highly durable
mobility solution. The proj-
ect emphasizes the integra-
tion of sustainability in the
entire product lifecycle –
from manufacture and oper-
ation with circular economy
considerations. Students
will have a hands-on experi-
ence working with
ExxonMobil and skilled
engineers throughout the
design and development
process.

CU-ICAR students have
access to full-scale testing
facilities for benchmarking,
providing them with critical
data to develop the next gen-
eration of vehicles.

“Automakers, parts man-
ufacturers, tire companies
and other auto-related busi-
nesses around the world rely
on ExxonMobil to deliver
advanced materials that
help enhance and modernize
automotive design,” said
Stuart Milne, venture man-
ager, sustainable mobility,
ExxonMobil Chemical
Company.

“We’ve developed
lighter-weight vehicle plas-
tics, liners that keep tires
inflated longer, tire tread
additives to reduce roll
resistance, and advanced
fuels and lubricants that
improve engine perform-
ance. We’re excited to work
closely with the future lead-
ers of sustainable mobility at
Clemson as part of an effort
to further drive automotive
innovation.”

After reaching an accept-

able level of maturing in
design, Deep Orange stu-
dents build a scale mock-up.
Prototypes are used to
obtain feedback from exter-
nal end-users to identify
problems and guide the
design. The process is
repeated until end-users
find the design satisfying
and easy to use.

Housed at the Clemson
University International
Center for Automotive
Research (CU-ICAR), Deep
Orange is an innovative,
project-based learning pro-
gram focused on systems
integration. Now in its 11th
iteration, the program
immerses automotive engi-
neers into the world of vehi-
cle manufacturers and sup-
pliers. Over two years, stu-
dents obtain experience in
financial and market analy-
sis, vehicle design, develop-
ment, prototyping and pro-
duction planning. Students
gain comprehensive techni-
cal knowledge as well as
valuable “soft skills” that
often are overlooked in tra-
ditional engineering pro-
grams.

Deep Orange 11 will be
led by Srikanth Pilla,
Jenkins Endowed Professor
of Automotive Engineering
at Clemson University and
director of the Clemson
Composites Center.

“Our program offers stu-
dents the opportunity to
work alongside industry
experts and the prospect to
bring their ideas concerning
sustainable mobility into
reality,” said Pilla. “The
hands-on experience gained
through the Deep Orange
program will ease their tran-
sition into the workforce
upon graduation.”
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Pros and cons of Christmas pets
By Samantha Lyles

Staff Writer
slyles@newsandpress.net

Giving a pet as a holiday gift
can bring joy to kids and adults
alike, and making sure new pet
owners are prepared for this
responsibility can ensure
laughter-filled days and silent
nights for all.

We asked Kathy McDonald
with Darlington County
Humane Society for some
advice to set new pet owners up
for success. She first noted that
bringing a new animal into the
home around the holidays can
present some very specific
challenges.

McDonald offered these
questions for consideration:
How much time do I have to
socialize a pet with holiday
events going on? Can I manage
house-training around holiday
decorations and events? If the
pet gets sick, am I prepared for
the vet visits, cost and time
needed for recuperative care at
this time of year? Will visitors
to my home be comfortable
with my pet and will my pet be
safe?

She noted that families
should be clear and in agree-
ment about what roles each
person will fulfill in the pet's
life.

“Before deciding to adopt a
pet, consider who will care for
the pet daily. Decide who will
socialize it, train it, and keep up
with vaccinations, heartworm
preventative, de-worming, and
parasite control,” said
McDonald. “Even though the
pet is intended for a child, an
adult often has to take care of
many aspects of the pet's health
until the child can grow into
the role of caregiver. With the
correct guidance, and a lot of
patience, an adult can often
teach a child many life lessons
caring for a pet.”

When choosing a pet for
adoption or purchase, people
can sometimes make unwise
choices based on limited
knowledge of a breed. You
might see a cute, friendly dog
and fall head over heels,
unaware that different animals
have varying requirements for
exercise, unique tempera-
ments, or specific grooming
and medical requirements.
First, determine what sort of
pet would be best for your situ-
ation, then adopt or shop based
on your needs.

“In choosing a pet, two of

the most important things to
consider are the energy level of
the pet and the pet's tolerance
for handling. If the family is
quiet and calm, choose a pet
that is quiet and calm. A boun-
cy, energetic life style will
require a pet who has lots of
energy to keep up,” said
McDonald. “The pet's tolerance
for handling is critical, too.
Younger children might grab
fur, tail or limbs and need a
more tolerant pet. Adult pets
often have more tolerance than
puppies and kittens.”

McDonald noted that older
children and adults are less
likely to startle a pet and so
would be successful owning a
younger pet or a pet with less
tolerance.

Adopting older animals can
be very rewarding, as they are
often already socialized.
McDonald added that adult
dogs and cats have the added
advantage of already growing
past all the illnesses that often
afflict puppies and kittens.
Many times they are already
house-trained, too.

For those with busy
lifestyles who worry they might
not have enough time to train
and care for a dog, McDonald
suggested adopting a feline
friend instead.

“The amount of time that a
family has to devote to pet care
is another important factor.
Cats and kittens might work
better as pets because they
don't require being walked or
trained to go outside for bath-
room breaks. They can be left
inside at home during the
school/work day,” she said.

If you'd like to meet some
dogs and cats who would love
to find their forever home this
holiday season, contact the
Darlington County Animal
Shelter at 843-398-4402 or
visit them at 1701 Animal
Control Blvd in Darlington.
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WORD SEARCH

CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1. A great lunch
4. German compos-

er
8. Expresses pleas-

ure
10. Unit of energy
11. Genus of beetles
12. Type of respect
13. City in
Netherlands
15. Showing lack of
skill
16. Irish surname
17. Exaggerated or
affected 
sentiment
18. Diversion
21. Journalist
Tarbell
22. Wrath
23. Current unit
24. Sixers’ Simmons
25. Makes honey
26. Tributary of the
Rhine
27. Once home to a
notorious wall
34. Gets back
35. She was
beheaded in France

36. Cheer
37. Tropical Asian
palm
38. Darker
39. Figures
40. Old World trees
41. Protects a bro-
ken bone
42. Dried-up
43. An enclosure for
swine

DOWN
1. Blab
2. __ Bacall, actress
3. Declaration of

an intention to
inflict harm
4. The most direct

route
5. Affirm to be true

or correct
6. Rift
7. Oil company
9. Alphabetic char-

acter
10. Large marsh
bird
12. Hollywood
event
14. Scottish port

15. French river
17. Something frus-
trating (abbr.)
19. More in time
20. Payroll compa-
ny
23. Pokes holes in
24. A way to steal
25. Blacken with
dirt
26. Autonomic
nervous system
27. A lab tech’s tool
28. A place to stay
29. UK school
30. Moroccan
31. Where rockers
work
32. Most friendly
33. In a state of tur-
bulence
34.“Bridget Jones”
actress
36. Hebrew liquid
units

Answers on 7B

ACCOUNT
ADMINIS-
TRATION
ASSET
AUDIT
BROKER
BUDGET
BUSINESS
CASH FLOW
COLLATER-

AL
COMMODI-
TY
CREDIT
DEBT
DEMAND
EQUITY
EXPENSES
FISCAL
GROSS

GROWTH
GUARANTEE
INCOME
INVESTOR
LIABILITY
LOAN
LOSS
NET
PAYABLE
PAYROLL

PRICING
PRODUCT
PROFIT
RECEIVABLE
SERVICE
STATEMENT
STOCK
SUPPLY
TAXES

“Simply the Best for Less”

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT
131 Causey Street Myrtle Beach, SC

www.windowworldofmyrtlebeach.com

843-445-9921
800-NEXT-WINDOW

Call Today
for a FREE
Estimate

S
P
47

54
5

Cody T. Mitchell, a
Hartsville attorney, has been
elected to serve on the
Presbyterian College Board of
Trustees. 

Mitchell serves as a partner
in the firm of Lucas, Warr,
White, & Mitchell in Hartsville,
S.C., and practices with his
mentor, S.C. House of
Representatives Speaker Jay
Lucas.  

Mitchell’s practice focuses
on the areas of personal injury,
criminal defense, general liti-
gation, family court and real
estate. He devotes 98 percent
of his practice to litigation.

Mitchell is a native of
Bethune, S. C., and is currently
a resident of Hartsville.

He is a 2008 distinguished
military graduate and cum
laude graduate of PC, where he
earned his Bachelor of Arts in
history and business adminis-
tration. While attending PC,
Mitchell served as student body
president, ROTC Battalion
Commander, and president of
his fraternity, Kappa Alpha
Order.

Mitchell graduated from the
University of South Carolina
School of Law in 2011 and dis-
tinguished himself as a mem-
ber of the Moot Court, Order of
Barristers, and captain of the
ABA National Moot Court
team. He also served as vice
president of the University of
South Carolina School of Law
Student Bar Association.

In addition to his civil prac-
tice, Mitchell serves as a munic-
ipal court judge for the Town of
Bethune, S.C., and the City of
Hartsville, S.C., and a captain
(military prosecutor) in the
South Carolina Army National
Guard.  

Mitchell’s awards include
being named the 2016
Presbyterian College
Outstanding Young Alumnus,
2017 the University of South
Carolina School of Law
Compleat Lawyer Award, and
the Kappa Alpha Order Graves’
Province Court of Honor.

He also received the Army
Commendation Medal with
bronze oak leaf cluster, Army
Achievement Medal with
bronze oak leaf cluster, Army
Reserve Components
Achievement Ribbon, National
Defense Ribbon, Military
Outstanding Volunteer Service
Medal, Army Service Ribbon,
Army Reserve Components
Overseas Training Ribbon and
the Army Parachutist Badge.

Mitchell is a member of the
American Bar Association,
South Carolina Bar, Darlington
County Bar, South Carolina
Association for Justice,
American Association for
Justice, and the South Carolina
Association for Criminal
Defense Lawyers.  

He currently serves on the
Board of Governors for the
South Carolina Association of
Justice and as chairman for the

South Carolina Bar Military &
Veteran Law Section, board
member of the South Carolina
Bar Foundation, board member
of the South Carolina Supreme
Court Historical Society, mem-
ber for the Board of Directors of
the South Carolina Appleseed
Fund for Legal Justice, member
of the Executive Council of
South Carolina Bar Young
Lawyers Division, and chair-
man of the South Carolina Bar
Young Lawyers Division
Military Support Committee.

He is also admitted to prac-
tice in all South Carolina State
courts, United States District
Court of South Carolina and
United States Court of Appeals
for the Armed Forces.  

Mitchell currently serves as
a board member and volunteer
legal counsel for the Darlington
County Habitat for Humanity
Board and South Carolina Lion
Vision Services.  

He serves as a staff member
for the American Legion’s
annual Palmetto Boys State, as
president of the Bethune Lions
Club and zone chair for Zone
Five of the South Carolina
Lions District 32-C.  

Mitchell is a member of the
Hartsville Rotary Club,
Hartsville Kiwanis Club,
Lynchwood AFM Lodge No.
197and Harmony Baptist
Church.

About PC
Presbyterian College is

between Columbia and
Greenville, in the college town
of Clinton. 

At PC, we’re noted as much
for our challenging academics
as we are for our one-of-a-kind
mascot: the Blue Hose. Our stu-
dents are one-of-a-kind too:
They bring their own interests
and abilities to campus and
pursue them with gusto. 

Students customize their
education by choosing from 50-
plus majors and pre-profession-
al programs. 

They’re taught and men-
tored by a faculty whose #1
priority is their students’ suc-
cess. Students research, intern,
and study abroad. And they get
involved on campus, a place
defined by honor and ethics.
PC prepares students to be ful-
filled personally and profes-
sionally so they can contribute
to today’s global society.

Hartsville attorney to serve on 
Presbyterian College board

Trinity-Byrnes took second
place overall at the Pee Dee
Regional Math Competition
held at Francis Marion

University. 

Ruth Player was in 4th
place overall and received an

Honorable Mention. 

The Top 4 scorers: Ruth
Player, Ben Naso, Jackson

Lowe and Mingseong Kim
formed the TBCS team for the
final round and they took sec-
ond place overall.

TBCS Math team: Harrison Corns, Andrew Bernhardt, Lyndie Reining, John Zhou, Ruth Player, Sam Smith, Abraham Damon, Ben Naso, Trae
Buck, Duc Chu, Minseong Kim, Jack Cleveland, Grace Cleveland, Sophia Liu, Marian Winter, Jackson Lowe, Esther Zhou, Stephanie Li

Mingseong Kim, Ben Naso, Jackson Lowe, Ruth Player Ruth Player 
PHOTOS SUBMITTED

Trinity-Byrnes takes second place overall 
at the Pee Dee Regional Math Competition 
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Clemson University

CHARLESTON —
Cityscapes, small towns and
suburban communities are
changing at a rapid rate, ulti-
mately influencing socioeco-
nomic factors and citizens’
quality of life. 

While it may seem challeng-
ing to tackle the breadth of
issues caused by population
growth, gentrification and
commercialization, students in
the Clemson University Master
of Resilient Urban Design
(MRUD) program are seeking
solutions through a new one-
of-a-kind partnership with the
College of Charleston’s Joseph
P. Riley Jr. Center for Livable
Communities.

Earlier this year, the College
of Charleston relaunched Riley
Mayors’ Design Fellowship
under the direction of Riley
Center for Livable

Communities director Kendra
B. Stewart. The only state pro-
gram of its kind in the country,
the Fellowship seeks to benefit
South Carolinians by equipping
eight mayors from around the
state every year with the tools
necessary to envision and
implement projects that posi-
tively impact the environment,
quality of life, community pride
and economic development in
their cities and towns.

Although she was new to
South Carolina, Master of
Urban Resilient Design director
B.D. Wortham-Galvin wasn’t
unfamiliar with this concept.
Prior to joining Clemson,
Wortham-Galvin worked on
several occasions with the
Mayors’ Institute on City
Design, a Washington program
the Fellowship is modeled
after.

“I met with Kendra when I
moved to Charleston last year

and learned they were working
to revive a program similar to
the National Institute, which I
thoroughly enjoyed being
involved in. I knew there was
an opportunity there to get
involved, not just for me but for
our students as well,” said
Wortham-Galvin.

“Not only does their mission
of positively impacting South
Carolinians align with
Clemson’s, partnering with the
Fellowship gives our students
an opportunity to be involved
with hands-on research and
develop innovative ideas that
can potentially transform our
state’s communities for the bet-
ter.”

Throughout this semester,
nine students have been travel-
ing across the state to assess
the eight mayors’ communities,
which include Travelers Rest,
Estill, Orangeburg, Rock Hill,
Hartsville, Patrick, West Pelzer

and Hardeeville.
“Through this project

I’ve come to realize that there is
something special about each
city no matter how large or
small,” said student Abraham
Champagne. “I’m originally
from Sumter, South Carolina,
and I see how small Southern
cities can begin to thrive again
by adapting to changing times.
These cities have great leaders
and great potential to add to
the prosperity of our state as a
whole.”

Students’ fieldwork includes
speaking with the mayors and
constituents in their towns and
analyzing the layout of the
communities.

“The networking experience
working with government offi-
cials is invaluable,” said Nicolas
Bilgri, a first-year MRUD stu-
dent. “Interacting with the
community and getting to
know the issues they face on a

personal level was easily one of
my favorite parts. It is inspiring
to see community members
come together and talk about
not only what makes their com-
munities special,  but how they
would like to see them progress
into the future.”

For student Karie Dostert,
the Fellowship is helping hone
her skills and preparing her for
the future. “I was attracted to
this program because I wanted
a multidisciplinary approach to
helping cities thrive,” said
Dostert, who has a background
in environmental engineering.
“I want my career to focus on
how cities can be beautiful,
thriving places and the
Fellowship has already provid-
ed me with experience that I
know will be invaluable when I
enter the workforce.”

The culmination of the stu-
dents’ work will result in a
briefing book to be presented

to the mayors and an expert
resource team coordinated by
the Fellowship during a confer-
ence in Charleston Feb. 20-22.

The expert team is slated to
be announced in early 2019
and will comprise eight to 12
experts in fields related to
design, engineering and city
planning and community advo-
cates, among others.

The conference will feature
a keynote from former
Charleston Mayor Joseph P.
Riley Jr. about the importance
of political leaders embracing
design to enact change and a
number of expert talks on
design and planning, helping
further empower mayors to
create positive change in their
community.

Grad students work to transform eight S.C. communities
(including Hartsville)

By Rick Brundrett
The Nerve

As of the end of October,
nearly $361 million in collected
gas-tax-hike revenues had not
been spent – 16 months after
the law authorizing the
increases went into effect,
recently released records show.

The $360.9 million balance
represented about 45 percent
of the $802.2 million in “pro-
ject commitments” identified
by the state Department of
Transportation – an online list
that grows monthly though it
doesn’t give specifics on the
work to be done. The unspent
funds grew by more than 6 per-
cent from the end of
September, records show.

As of Oct. 31, $38 million, or
less than 9 percent, of the
$433.6 million in collected rev-
enues had been spent on
“external” projects, according
to DOT and state comptroller
general records. No money was
spent from the “Infrastructure
Maintenance Trust Fund”
(IMTF) in nine of the state’s 46
counties as of the end of
October, DOT records show.

In passing the gas-tax-hike
law, lawmakers promised those
revenues would go toward fix-
ing the state’s pothole-riddled
roads and deteriorating bridges
in their constituents’ communi-
ties. The law, which took effect
July 1, 2017, raised the gas tax
12 cents over six years, and
increased other vehicle taxes
and fees, including hiking the
vehicle-sales-tax cap by $200.

DOT has said 80 percent of
the state’s 42,000 miles of

roads needs to be resurfaced or
rebuilt, and identified 465 of
750 “structurally deficient”
bridges statewide to be
replaced.

Yet of the $802.2 million in
IMTF projects identified by
DOT as of Oct. 31, nearly $246
million, or about 31 percent of
the total, was designated for
“interstate upgrades” on I-85
and I-20. Less than $3.2 million
was specifically earmarked for
bridge projects, though DOT
has a 10-year, $1.5 billion
bridge-replacement program.

The South Carolina Policy
Council, the parent organiza-
tion of The Nerve, has contend-
ed that the gas-tax-hike law
was written in a way to allow
DOT to divert IMTF revenues to
pay bond debts of the State
Transportation Infrastructure
Bank (STIB), which over the
years funneled several billion
dollars for large construction
projects in select counties.

In June, DOT chief Christy
Hall told The Nerve that the
STIB could use IMTF revenues
for earlier-approved interstate-
widening projects. She told
DOT commissioners in April
that pending lawsuits challeng-
ing the constitutionality of the
gas-tax-hike law and a related
2016 statute have forced the
agency to seek other funding
sources for interstate projects.

The DOT Commission in
October approved a new rural
interstate-widening program
that agency records show
would be funded in part with
revenues that would be freed
up by 2024 after a gas tax cred-
it expires.

The Nerve revealed, howev-
er, citing projections from the
state Revenue and Fiscal
Affairs Office, that over the
next five years, DOT will have
to transfer a total estimated
$300.1 million to cover expect
shortfalls in a state account
that will be used to fund the
credits until they expire.

Following is a breakdown of
the total amounts spent on
“external” projects in counties
as of Oct. 31 under the gas-tax-
hike law, according to DOT
records. In several cases, DOT
combined counties while list-
ing other projects separately in
those counties.

• Abbeville: $112,707
• Aiken: $394,854
• Anderson: $1,159,728
• Anderson, Oconee:

$57,440
• Berkeley: $3,418,884
• Charleston: $964,976
• Cherokee: $111,180
• Chester: $1,517
• Chesterfield: $2,038,454
• Chesterfield, Lancaster:

$60,577
• Colleton: $125,731
• Darlington: $1,474,751
• Dillon: $1,803,209
• Dorchester: $1,168,145
• Edgefield: $269,479
• Florence: $575,202
• Georgetown: $45,777
• Greenville: $4,072,299
• Greenwood: $332,790
• Horry: $109,667
• Jasper: $2,853,834
• Kershaw: $207,674
• Kershaw, Sumter: $33,363
• Lancaster: $139,971
• Laurens: $48,574
• Lee: $600,621

• Lexington: $1,341,005
• Marion: $1,640,345
• Marlboro: $797,354
• McCormick: $60,020
• Newberry: $493,912
• Oconee: $1,909,623
• Orangeburg: $1,596,965
• Pickens: $669,493
• Richland: $621,209
• Saluda: $1,696,314
• Sumter: $1,703,744
• Union: $64,313
• Williamsburg: $460,055
• York: $2,643,075

York County showed the
biggest jump in spending – $2.1
million – from September, fol-
lowed by Berkeley ($1.4 mil-
lion), Jasper ($1.2 million) and
Lexington ($1.1 million) coun-
ties. 

DOT’s online “IMTF
Disbursements” list, however,
doesn’t give specifics on the
work that was done, instead
classifying expenses primarily
under broad categories of
“preservation,” “rehabilitation”
and “safety improvement.”

DOT listed no money spent
for “external” projects in these
nine counties as of Oct. 31:
Allendale, Bamberg, Barnwell,
Beaufort, Calhoun, Clarendon,
Fairfield, Hampton and
Spartanburg.

Brundrett is the news editor
of The Nerve. Contact him at
803-254-4411 or rick@then-
erve.org. Follow him on Twitter
@RickBrundrett. Follow The
Nerve on Facebook and Twitter
@thenervesc.

Pot of unspent gas-tax-hike revenues
grows to nearly $361 million

Passion for her field,
hard work takes her

to multiple job
offers at graduation 

University of South Carolina

An old saying tells us that
if you find a job you love,
you’ll never have to work a
day in your life. Tayler
Metivier has embraced that
philosophy, and it’s led her to
finding her path at the
University of South Carolina
and a solid foundation for an
incredibly successful career.

“I have fun with work,”
says Metivier, who will gradu-
ate with honors this month
with a Bachelor of Science in
Hospitality Management and
a job in Maui, Hawaii, as an
operations corporate man-
agement trainee with Hyatt
Hotels.

“I’ve never been one to
hate work. I picked the field
I’m in for a reason,” she says.
“I enjoy being in class all day,
and I enjoy my job," currently
with the Hilton Columbia
Center.

Metivier did not know a
career in hospitality manage-
ment was a possibility until
she heard about the major
from UofSC College of
Hospitality, Retail and Sport
Management recruiter Collin
Crick during a visit to campus
while she was still a high
school student.

The major appealed to her
because of her love for travel
and meeting new people.

While excelling in class,
she found time to expand her
professional growth on cam-
pus — joining  the USC chap-
ter of the National Society for
Minorities in Hospitality and
the Eta Sigma Delta
International Hospitality
Management Society. She
applied and was chosen to
serve as a college ambassador
and to attend the Young
Hoteliers Summit in
Lausanne, Switzerland. She
also studied abroad in
Australia for a semester.

“Being able to take my
degree abroad was cool,” she
says of those journeys. “It’s
my passion for travel but also
related to my degree and
making friends.”

Metivier gained real-world
experience in the hospitality
industry throughout her time
at USC, working with Hilton
during the school year and as
an intern with Hyatt last sum-
mer. She says the extra com-
mitments have made all the
difference to her college
experience.

“That’s the number one
thing I would tell anybody,”
she says. “People always ask

me how I get all these cool job
offers. It’s because I’m
involved in things outside of
class. In NSMH, we go to a
conference every year. I got
three job offers from there. I
go to career fairs. I go to info
sessions. I attend the things
the college and my professors
promote and I get opportuni-
ties from them.”

Metivier, who was born in
British Columbia, moved to
Myrtle Beach as a high school
sophomore. While the move
was difficult at the time, it
taught her that it is possible
to make new friends any-
where, a lesson that helped
give her the courage to take
chances, try new things and
go to new places.

Asked for advice for those
who are afraid of being in a
place where they don’t know
anyone, she gives a simple
reply.

“Just do it. It’s not as hard
as you think it is,” she says. “I
think it’s all about just being
open to meeting people and
making friends. You’ll find
somebody.”

She has done that as a stu-
dent, stepping forward and
building relationships with
her peers and with her teach-
ers as well. “They’re my
friends, too,” she says of the
USC faculty and staff.
HRSM’s Crick, Andy
Gillentine, Glenna Gillentine
and Scott Smith have been
particular influences, but she
says "Everyone at the college
deserves recognition because
they are all so wonderful."

Having earned her degree
in under four years and hav-
ing received multiple job
offers as graduation
approached, Metivier will
head west in January to
another new place for anoth-
er adventure. Leaving the
university she loves is not
easy, but she knows she can
handle it.

“I feel ready for the outside
world. I think that has a lot to
do with the experience I’ve
gained here,” she says.
“Course work helps as well,
but the outside things like
clubs and internships and
studying abroad really make
you a fully rounded person.”
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Getting spare parts in space
is no easy task. 

What if an astronaut on the
International Space Station
needs to replace a wrench that
has accidentally floated away? 

It’s not like he or she can just
order one and have it delivered
in two days via Amazon Prime. 

But the first commercial
manufacturing service in space
— Made in Space — has the
answer. Made in Space
installed a 3D printer on the
International Space Station in
2014 and now manufactures
tools, devices and parts for the
crew while in orbit. 

Space is increasingly becom-
ing the province of private
enterprise. With growing pri-
vate investment and a develop-
ing private commercial indus-
try, space is also becoming in
some sense just another place
to do business. 

With that realization also
comes the need to address the
same operations management
and supply chain issues that
businesses face on Earth, says
Joel Wooten, assistant profes-
sor of management science at
the USC Darla Moore School of
Business. Operations manage-
ment is a field of how to get
things done. But how do you
get things done in space? While
the issues are the same, the
problems are often greatly
magnified. 

Wooten and Christopher S.
Tang, Distinguished Professor
and Edward W. Carter chair in
business administration at
UCLA, recently co-authored
“Operations in Space:
Exploring a New Industry.” The
paper, which appeared in
Decision Sciences, outlines
operations management
research opportunities in the
emerging space industry. 

Wooten and Tang highlight-
ed “opportunities for opera-
tions researchers in three cate-

gories: manufacturing opera-
tions, supply chain manage-
ment and sustainable opera-
tions.” They also identified four
types of challenges — distance,
gravity, inhospitable environ-
ments and information — in
each area. 

In terms of distance, the far-
thest we’ve been from Earth is
just to other side of the moon,
and it is not that far. 

“Think about traveling to
Mars,” Wooten says. “Instead of
driving across town, you now
have to drive to Texas.” But to
cover those enormous dis-
tances requires first escaping
Earth’s gravity, which costs a
lot of money. 

“That means pizza delivery
to the International Space
Station is off the table.”

The inhospitable environ-
ment of space poses its own
challenges for doing business.
Humans need air, water and
food to survive, and those are
either nonexistent, sparse or
inaccessible. Man must also
grapple with the health con-
cerns of being in space, such as
exposure to radiation and lack
of gravity. 

Having accurate informa-
tion is key to successful space
operations. For example,
Wooten and Tang point out
that space “navigation is in its
infancy and currently relies on
Earth-bound equipment.” 

Unlike most academic
papers, which generally define
a problem and then either solve
the problem or propose a solu-
tion, Wooten says the co-
authors wanted to inspire
researchers and help give them
a roadmap for all the questions
that need answering and a
framework for how to do that
within operations manage-
ment. 

Like space itself, the ques-
tions, the opportunities and the
problems are boundless. 

The impetus for the paper
came from Wooten, whose

research focuses on innovation
and entrepreneurship. An
adviser with XPRIZE on its
space contests, Wooten attend-
ed the White House Frontiers
Conference in 2016 in the
Interplanetary Track. 

“I feel like I’m pretty up-to-
date with science and technolo-
gy, and I was hearing things
that I didn’t even know NASA
was focused on,” Wooten says.
One thing that Wooten came
away from the conference with
is the feeling that the timeline
for a manned mission to Mars is
shorter than most people think. 

“I think 10 years from now,
there are developments that
make the space industry look
very different. Whether that is
the Chinese Space Agency pro-
gram putting up their own
space station — which is a pos-
sibility that they are working
toward, might be two or three
years out — or a lunar colony
that has been talked about as
precursor to a mission to Mars,”
he says. 

In late 2017, NASA refo-
cused some of the programs
under its Journey to Mars ini-
tiative into returning astro-
nauts to the moon in prepara-
tion for a human mission to
Mars. 

But, once the domain of
national governments, space
exploration is becoming more
and more the province of a
commercial space industry. 

“And one of the things that
you see with this privatization
is that space is becoming in
some sense just another place
to do business,” Wooten says. “I
started thinking that all the
things we know in operations
management — they apply to
this new realm. But basically,
we’ve looked at all of this stuff
on Earth. And that’s a particu-
lar environment that we know
pretty well. We’ve lived here at
long time. But once you expand
that, do those same principles
hold?” 

Wooten and Tang note that
firms like SpaceX, Blue Origin,
Virgin Galactic, Sierra Nevada
and Rocket Lab now develop
different spacecraft. Firms like
Made in Space, Planetary
Resources and Deep Space
Industries now develop manu-
facturing and resource capabil-
ities for space. Companies such
as NanoRacks and Astrobotic
are positioned as logistics facil-
itators for payloads and
launches. 

In the manufacturing realm,
firms like Made in Space are
now working on how to manu-
facture and assemble very large
structures in space. 

“They are going to build
robots that can build a space
station out in space, or build
satellite dishes,” Wooten says. 

Man won’t be limited to
sending something into space
that fits into a rocket.
Assembling the International
Space Station took lots of
pieces, but they all had to fit
into a rocket and withstand the
g-force of takeoff. 

“Now you print delicate
structures and build them right
there, and they can be as big as
a football field. You want to
build a huge antenna to com-
municate with Mars? We’ll just
build it right out in space. So
that is opening up new ways of
operating, which solves differ-
ent problems,” Wooten says. 

Companies like Elon Musk’s
SpaceX are becoming the
FedEx of space, with rockets
that go up regularly to resupply
the International Space Station
or deploy satellites, and they
are pushing the technology for-
ward for reusable rockets —
rockets that land themselves.
But those rockets can have
empty spots in their cargo bays. 

“Other companies are say-
ing, ‘Researcher at university
XYZ, you want to run an exper-
iment in space? Here are the
dimensions for what you can
do. Build it and we’ll take it

from you and get it to space,’”
Wooten says. Those companies
are becoming the intermedi-
aries between the researchers
and SpaceX, or SpaceX and pri-
vate citizens who just want to
send things up and see what
happens. 

The prospect of rockets
delivering cargo to space and
then returning to land on Earth
conjures up other possibilities.
In addition to manufacturing
items in space for use in space,
firms are looking at what can
be manufactured better in
space for use on Earth. 

Wooten cites the example of
fiber optic cable. Fiber optic
cable manufactured on Earth is
good and it’s really fast, but it
has impurities in it, just
because of the atmosphere. 

“When you do that in a zero-
gravity environment with no
particulates, you can create
perfect fiber cable that is orders
of magnitude better and
faster,” Wooten says. “We can
move that production to space
and spool it up there and send
it back on rockets that are com-
ing back because they are
empty. So instead of coming
back empty, they are coming
back holding a commercial
product, and that is a win-win
for everybody.” 

Other companies are think-
ing about mining in space. Can
rare materials be mined on
asteroids? Can we go to the
moon and harvest Helium-3, a
rare element that has the
potential to solve the energy
crisis? 

“There are all these compa-
nies that are starting to push
out from Earth, and that is
changing the whole connect-
the-dots sequences of business-
es and processes, because
before it was NASA. NASA went
up and did what they wanted,
and they came back. And we
reported on it and watched,”
Wooten says. 

“The expanding space

industry features new firms
and governments contributing
to the space economy,” Wooten
and Tang write. 

They point to the Indian
Space Research Organization,
which “went to thousands and
thousands of these small mom-
and-pop shops and said, ‘Hey,
we need this from you.’ That
looks very different from a sin-
gle, consolidated organiza-
tion’s perspective. 

“So, I think you will see
more of that as more and more
countries or entities or compa-
nies access space,” Wooten
says. 

And as more companies
become part of the space indus-
try, Wooten says that risk is one
of the most important issues, if
not the most important issue. 

“You do something, and
some element is going to fail.
So then how do you grapple
with that risk when you are
talking about human lives and
investment, infrastructure and
assets? What level is acceptable
for each? How do you build out
a plan or an operations struc-
ture that minimizes that?
Because historically that would
mean lots of redundancies. But
that is really expensive.” 

SpaceX, Wooten says, is
probably a good example of
rapidly pushing technology for-
ward to minimize risk. 

“I think Elon Musk gave the
Falcon Heavy Rocket a 50/50
chance of blowing up, and it
turns out it did great, and that
is wonderful. But it is a very dif-
ferent story if it explodes on the
launch pad.” 

That the world’s most recog-
nized space entrepreneur
placed coin-flip odds on suc-
cessfully propelling his latest
innovation off Earth perfectly
captures the challenges ahead.
Getting things to space is no
easy task, and the business of
figuring out how to operate in
that environment is just taking
off.

USC researchers apply management principles to space industry

University of South Carolina

Students, guided by facul-
ty principal Simon Tarr,
explore the intersection of
information and design
through Lego robotics. 

When it comes to academ-
ics, most University of South
Carolina students tend to
identify with their degree or
major program. For the 280
first-year students known as
the Rhodos Fellows, it isn’t
quite so cut and dried. 

Simon Tarr is faculty prin-
cipal for Rhodos Fellows,
Carolina’s newest living and
learning community that
launched at the beginning of
the 2018-19 academic year. 

Named for the Greek
island where the first comput-
ing device prototype was cre-
ated, Rhodos is an integral
part of the university’s second
arena of distinction: an inter-
disciplinary academic pro-
gram focused on information,
design and computing. 

According to Tarr, the aca-
demic journey of a Rhodos
Fellow enhances degree study
through exploration and col-
laboration among students
who seek careers as creative
designers, data scientists,
communicators and engi-
neers — and in other fields. 

“The students in the pro-
gram span 45 different
degree programs,” says Tarr,
an associate professor of
media arts in the School of
Visual Art and Design. 

“The biggest single cohort
we have is business.
Entrepreneurship is a very
important part of taking the
design of an experience, mar-
rying that with information
and then turning it into some-
thing.” 

Rhodos Fellows live in
South Quad and can explore
concepts and theories in the
residence hall’s basement,
which is currently being con-
verted into a large maker-
space. 

The space will support
aspiring students who are
expected to complete a proj-

ect by the end of the year in
order to formally complete
their fellowship. 

“Our fellows make some-
thing,” says Tarr. “It isn’t just
a portfolio project for class or
writing a paper. It’s making a
new thing you put into the
world.” 

Rodos Fellows is an
immersive, experiential
learning program that brings
together aspiring designers,
communicators and engi-
neers. 

Whatever students are cre-
ating or building, they enjoy
extended access to their fac-
ulty principal whose office is
within the community. 

“For students, living on
campus is enriching by its
own right,” says Tarr. “But
there’s something different
about a faculty-led communi-
ty. When I’m right there, the
conversations are different
and they’re more apt to ask
questions. It de-mystifies the
whole thing.” 

Another strength of the
living and learning communi-
ty is that students are put into
an immersive, experiential
learning program earlier in
their education. “It’s impor-
tant for us as a university to
help students start thinking
about their paths as soon as
they arrive on campus,” says
Tarr. 

Tarr believes the Rhodos
community offers founda-
tional impact for current and
future fellows. “Practically, I
hope it puts them in contact
with peers, internships and
companies they might not
have come across until later
in their college years,” says
Tarr. 

“I would also hope that a
Rhodos alumnus would
understand that we are what
we put into the world. A
degree has no inherent value
in and of itself unless it moti-
vates you and leverages you
to do something with it. My
goal is for our students to
have that epiphany very early
on.”

USC’s Rhodos Fellows 
collaborate 

and learn at home

Stay safe when stringing holiday lights
Lighting displays are one of

the many things that help
make the holiday season a spe-
cial time of year. Often awe-
inspiring, holiday lighting dis-
plays present a perfect oppor-
tunity for communities and
individuals to showcase their
festive sides.

Safety should always be a
priority when stringing holi-
day lights both inside and out-
side a home. The National Fire
Protection Association notes
that, between 2009 and 2014,
fire departments in the United
States responded to an aver-
age of 210 home fires that
started with Christmas trees
per year. Lighting displays
strung on home exteriors also
can pose safety risks if home-
owners do not exercise cau-
tion. Fortunately, various

strategies can help homeown-
ers safely decorate their
homes’ interiors and exteriors
this holiday season.

• Choose a fresh tree. The
NFPA recommends celebrants
who prefer natural Christmas
trees choose ones with fresh,
green needles that do not fall
off when touched. Dry trees
are more likely to catch fire
than freshly cut trees. Adding
water to the tree stand each
day will keep trees fresher
longer. When placing the tree,
avoid placing it too close to
heat sources, making sure it is
at least three feet away from
fireplaces, radiators, candles,
heat vents, or lights.

• Check all lights before
stringing them. All lights,
including those going on trees
inside a home and those being

strung outside, should be
inspected prior to being
strung. Look for any worn or
broken cords and replace any
defected lights.

• Employ the buddy sys-
tem. When stringing lights,
always work with at least one
other person. This makes it
safe for homeowners who
must climb ladders to string
lights on especially tall trees
and/or on their home exteri-
ors.

• Avoid working in
inclement weather. The
weather during the holiday
season can sometimes be
unpleasant or unpredictable.
Check the forecast before
stringing exterior lights to
ensure Mother Nature won’t
pose a threat. Avoid hanging
lights if the forecast predicts

wet, icy or windy conditions
that can make ladders unsta-
ble.

• Turn lights off when
going to bed and/or leaving
the house. Interior and exteri-
or holiday lights should not be
left on when no one is home or
everyone inside is sleeping. If
left on overnight or when no
one is home, lights may con-
tribute to fires that damage
homes and may even prove
fatal.

Holiday lighting displays
help make this time of year
special. Following some sim-
ple safety procedures when
decorating with lights can
ensure everyone enjoys a safe
and happy holiday season.



The Darlington Police
Department needs the public’s
help in identifying someone
who walked out of the
Darlington County Library on
North Main Street with a book-
bag containing several comput-
er items. 

The incident occurred Oct.
24. If you have any information
call the Darlington Police
Department at 843-398-4026.

The Police Department is
also asking for the public’s help
in identifying subject(s) who
may have been involved in a

rash of thefts from vehicles in
the Darlington Country Club,
Oakdale and Spring Street
areas.

The department is asking
residents to make sure that
they do not leave valuables in
vehicles and to secure their
vehicles. If you have any
information about the inci-
dents contact the Police
Department at 843-398-
4026.

Editor’s note: The booking
report represents a list of per-
sons arrested given to the
media from the W. Glenn
Campbell Detention Center
under the S.C. Freedom of
Information Act. 

All people are presumed
innocent until proven guilty.
Please be advised there are
many people with similar
names.

If listed here erroneously,
please contact the detention
center, which will send us any
corrections. If a person is found
not guilty in a court of law, that
person may have that printed
here as well by providing court
documents to us to that effect.

 Tyler Andrew Emory
Bailey, 26, of 1116 Hunt Drive,
Hartsville, Pointing and
Presenting Firearms at a
Person

 Kennedy Mariah Boggs,
26, of 505 Scenic Drive,
Ashboro NC, Safekeeping

 Edward Anderson
Brewington Jr., 42, of 1516
Willis Dr, Hartsville, Driving
Under the Influence

 Larry Burnett
Brockington, 64, of 302 James
Ave, Hartsville, Shoplifting
>3rd or Sub

 Neco Rodriquez
Carrasquillo, 28, of 533
Rogers Rd, Darlington,
Driving Under Suspension

 Al Salador Eaddy, 35, of
1450 Oakridge Rd, Gresham,
Safekeeping

 Jose Nagee Fajardo, 27, of
1368 Farrow Ridge Ct,
Darlington, Driving Under the
Influence; DUS (License Not
Susp DUI) 2nd; Giving False
Information; Traffic/Use of
Anothers/Altered Lic/ID
Card; Operating Vehicle
Which Is Not Registered/Lic;
Obtain Sign/Prop False
Pretense >$2000 <$10,000

 James Vernell Gainey Jr.,
55, of 100 Springfield Cir Apt
4B, Darlington, Violation of
City Ordinance

 Belafonte Kmajt Hodges,
39, of 207 Allen Street,
Darlington, Driving Under the
Influence; Transp Alcohol in
Motor Veh w/Seal Broken

 Hunter O'Bryan Russell,
21, of 2540 E Old Marion
Hwy, Florence, Driving Under
the Influence; Poss 28G or
Less Marij/10G or Less Hash
1st; Operating Motor Vehicle
w/o License; Fail to Maintain
Proof of Insurance in Vehicle

 McKenzie Michael
Stevens, 20, of 2529 Stadium
Rd, Hartsville, Trafficking Ice,
Crank, Crack >10G but <28G
1st; Manuft Possess Other Sub
Sch I I III WITD 1st; Manuft
Possess Other Sub Sch I I III
WITD 1st; Drugs/Dist Sell
Manuf or PWID Near a
School; Drugs/Dist Sell
Manuf or PWID Near a School

 Joshua Bryce Boatwright,
21, of 913 E Carolina Ave,
Hartsville, Shoplifting Less
Than $50

 Jeffery Daniel Booker,
23, of 1233 Swinney Drive,
Hartsville, Receiving Stolen
Goods >$1000; Burglary
Second Degree; Burglary and
Grand Larceny 1st Deg;
Malicious Injury to Personal
Property <$2000

 Joshua Leonard Capers,
26, of 1506 York Square,
Darlington, Probation
Violation; Sex Offender
Registry Violation 1st Offense

 Michael Lee Elmore, 38,
of 1010 Spring Wood Dr,
Darlington, Driving Under
Suspension; Traffic/Driving
on Wrong Side of Road

 Matthew Beler Langston,

36, of 431 Marlboro Ave,
Hartsville, Driving Under the
Influence

 Bradley Hayward Mixon,
37, of 125 Terrell St,
Darlington, Domestic
Violence of a High and
Aggravated

 Aaron Robert Osborn, 27,
of 601 McCall Rd, Hartsville,
Drugs/Man Dist Etc of
Methamphetamine 1st;
Drugs/Man Dist Etc of
Methamphetamine 1st;
Drugs/Man Dist Etc of
Methamphetamine 1st;
Drugs/Manufacture Meth 1st;
Drugs/Disposal of
Methamphetamine Waste 1st

 Vail Scherzinger, 71, of
605 Gandy Dr, Hartsville, Poss
28G or Less Marij/10G or Less
Hash 2nd/Sub; DUI Per
Se/DUAC 16 or Greater 1st
Offense

 James Napoleon Smith,
57, of 5391 Indian Branch Rd,
Darlington, Driving Under the
Influence

 Robert Vonmerta, 19, of
214 Ervin Dr, Darlington,
Breach of Trust <$2000

 Marcus Antonio Kennedy,
24, of 2311 Center Road,
Timmonsville,  Poss 28G or
Less Marij/10G or Less Hash
1st; Unlawful Carrying of
Weapon; Speeding; Fail to
Maintain Proof of Insurance in
Vehicle

 Angel Ashley Euten, 26,
of 1481 Burnt Branch Rd,

Hartsville, Petty Larceny
<$2000

 Roy Leon Jackman III, 44,
of 370 Jackson St, Hartsville,
Assault and Battery 3rd
Degree

 Dylan Ray Larrymore, 26,
of Quietbrook Dr, Darlington,
Drugs/Man Dist Etc of
Methamphetamine 1st;
Weapon/Sale/Poss By Certain
Person/Stolen Gun; Poss <1
Gram of Meth or Cocaine Base
1st; Driving Under Suspension

 Timothy Wesley McClain,
42, of 318 Edwards Avenue,
Darlington, Driving Under the
Influence;  Poss 28G or Less
Marij/10G or Less Hash 1st

 Mikah Paul Mills, 22, of
143 Bowen St, Darlington, No
Charge Data

 Cedric Maurice
Washington, 44, of 4589
Running Brook Rd,
Darlington, Public Disorderly
Conduct

 Angela Lynette Woodard,
39, of 2970 Hwy 1, McBee,
Driving Under the Influence;
Violation ABC Law

 Joneathon Rashod
Blakney, 21, 512 Hunter Dr,
Hartsville, Poss Other
Controlled Sub in Sched I to V
1st; Manuf Possess Schedule
IV Drugs WITD 1st; Manuf
Possess Schedule IV Drugs
WITD 1st; Drugs/Dist Sell
Manuf or PWID Near a School

 Shaquille Markees

Burton, 25, of 1124 Old Ruby
Road, Hartsville, Weekender

 Dearis Danielle Crummy,
26, of 3735 Hartsville Hwy,
Darlington, Weekender

 Rochelle Latrice Dubose,
42, of 929 Brentwood Drive,
Hartsville, Weekender

 Lisa Marie Froese, 39, of
406 Lakeview Blvd, Hartsville,
Probate Court

 Shaquon Tyree Jacobs,
22, of 613 Second Street,
Darlington,  Poss 28G or Less
Marij/10G or Less Hash 1st

 Kenneth Taylor
Robinson, 25, of 2271 Mill
Creek Rd, Bethune, Driving
Under the Influence

 Brooks Allen Tadlock, 52,
of 120 Harmon Creek Dr,
Lexington, Driving Under
Suspension; Use License
Plates Other Than Vehicle
Issued; Uninsured Motor
Vehicle Fee Violation 2nd
Offense; Operate Vehicle w/o
Registration and License

 Matthew Larry Waiters,
24, of 655 W Washington St,
Hartsville, Weekender

 Lindsay Campbell, 32, of
232 Bills Cir, Hartsville,
Driving Under the Influence

 Mesheiko Chicenna
Huggins, 21, of 236 Swift
Creek B5, Hartsville,
Malicious Injury to Personal
Property <$2000
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CHARGES
ABHAN: Assault 

and battery, high and
aggravated nature

DUAC: Driving under
unlawful alcohol 

concentration
DUI: Driving 

under the influence
DUS: Driving 

under suspension
CDV: Criminal domestic

violence
CDVHAN: Criminal

domestic violence, high
and aggravated nature
PDC: Public disorderly

conduct
PWID: Possession with

intent to distribute
SPOM: Simple 

possession of marijuana

BOOKINGS REPORT
W. GLENN CAMPBELL DETENTION CENTER DECEMBER 3 THROUGH DECEMBER 10, 2018

INMATE NAME/AGE/BOOKING OFFENSE

INDUSTRIAL PAVING, INC.
712 MINERAL SPRINGS ROAD  (843) 393-3922

INDUSTRIAL PARKING AREAS  DRIVEWAYS 
TENNIS COURTS  STREETS

PATCHING/SEALING/PAVEMENT MARKING
FREE ESTIMATES

 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Now 
accepting 

new 
clients!

VINYL, WOOD, OR CHAIN LINK

       
BUS  B  U  S  

 
SINE  S  I  N  E  

 
ESS E  S  S 

 
DIRDIR
 

Flowers Furniture
1929 Harry Byrd Highway between Hartsville and Darlington

RECREC
 

Flowers Furniture
1929 Harry Byrd Highway between Hartsville and Darlington

CTORCTOR
 

Flowers Furniture
1929 Harry Byrd Highway between Hartsville and Darlington

YYYRRRRYRYRY
 

Need fence rep

 

s air nce rep  pair

 

LAMAR HIGHW

 

AAR HIGHW WA

 

1929 Harry Byrd Highway between Hartsville and Darlington

Beautiful quality sofa & love seat sets - $550

Quality Queen mattress & box sets - $250

INDUSTRIAL PY AAY 

 

1929 Harry Byrd Highway between Hartsville and Darlington

Beautiful quality sofa & love seat sets - $550

Quality Queen mattress & box sets - $250
*Includes tax and free delivery

VIN  AAVING, INC.STRIAL P PA

 

1929 Harry Byrd Highway between Hartsville and Darlington

Beautiful quality sofa & love seat sets - $550*

Quality Queen mattress & box sets - $250*
*Includes tax and free delivery

VING, INC.

 

OOD, OR CHAIN LINK

tor ins

Willie Frieson
VINYL, W

(843) 2

 

OOD, OR CHAIN LINK

on?tiallaatittalla

Willie Frieson
45-0628(843) 2

 

LAMAR HIGHW
MINI-STORAGE

201 Lamar Highway
ariety   VVariety of sizes available

$25-$50/month
Call (843) 393-8084

 

AAR HIGHW WA
MINI-STORAGE

, Darlington201 Lamar Highway
ariety of sizes available

$25-$50/month
Call (843) 393-8084

 

712 MINERAL SPRINGS ROAD 

INDUSTRIAL P

TCHAATCHING/SEALING/PPPA

Y AAY 
MINI-STORAGE

, Darlington
ariety of sizes available

Call (843) 393-8084

 

712 MINERAL SPRINGS ROAD 

ARKING AREAS STRIAL P PARKING AREAS  DRIVEW
TS TENNIS COUR  STREETS

VEMENT MARKINGAAVEMENT MARKINGHING/SEALING/PPA
TEFREE ESTIMA ATES

 

 (843) 393-3922

YS AAYS  DRIVEW WA
 STREETS

VEMENT MARKING
TES

Suspect sought in theft at library

The death of a person found
in a wrecked car in the
Hartsville area is being treated
as a homicide case, according
to the Darlington County
Sheriff’s Office.

The victim, whose gender
was not specified in early
reports, was inside a car that
was found wrecked in a field
Dec. 3 near the intersection of
East Home Avenue and North

Center Road, officials said. 

The Darlington County

Coroner’s Office ruled the

death a homicide, but officials

did not explain what led to that

ruling. The forensic unit of the

State Law Enforcement

Division is aiding the investiga-

tion.

Body in
wrecked car 
a homicide

case

COLUMBIA – A Powerball
ticket sold in Hartsville for
Saturday’s drawing is worth
$50,000, according to media

reports. 
The ticket was purchased at

a Bi-lo at 819 W. Carolina Ave.
The numbers for the ticket

were:
Powerball – Saturday, Dec. 1
10, 11, 47, 55 and 58

Powerball: 26

$50,000 Powerball ticket sold in Hartsville

Three Darlington County
residents were arrested last
week by South Carolina
Department of Revenue
(SCDOR) agents.

James Edward Stroud was
charged with six counts of
property tax evasion and one
count of conspiracy to defraud
the government. The defen-
dant owned more than 120
rental properties in Florence
County. The properties were
leased or rented while Stroud
and others made it appear as if
the properties were for sale
under contract and were the
legal residences of the tenants,
SCDOR said.

Stroud had tenants sign and
submit fraudulent forms to the
Florence County Assessor’s
Office, SCDOR said. The prop-
erties were then taxed at 4 per-
cent instead of the lawful 6 per-
cent tax rate for secondary resi-
dences. From 2012 through
2017, Stroud evaded paying
more than $1,053,000 in prop-
erty taxes, SCDOR alleges.

The defendant was being
held at the Florence County
Detention Center pending a
bond hearing. If convicted,
Stroud faces fines up to
$10,000 and/or up to five years
in prison per tax evasion charge
and up to 10 years in prison for

conspiracy to defraud the gov-
ernment.

Stroud was assisted by two
co-conspirators, Walter
Mitchell Capps Jr. and Tracey
Stroud Grooms, both charged
with conspiracy to defraud the
government. Capps and
Grooms were taken to the
Florence County Detention
Center. Capps and Grooms
each posted bond and have
been released. If convicted,
they each face up to 10 years in
prison.

3 county residents charged in 
tax-evasion scheme, state says



People move away for many
reasons, including access to
better jobs, a lower cost of liv-
ing, mandatory job relocation,
or to attend school. Some peo-
ple enjoy seeing the world and
make frequent travel part of
their lifestyles. 

Distant friends and family
members may be out of sight
but certainly not out of mind
come the holidays. Even
though not everyone can get
together for Christmas dinner
or to light the Chanukah meno-
rah, there are ways to show
those special people across the
country — or around the world
— just how much they are
appreciated.

Although video chatting,
texting and email can make it
easier to stay in touch, distance
can make sharing the holidays
and gifts a bit more challeng-
ing. However, these gifting
ideas and tips can make easy
work out of sending holiday
cheer across the globe.

Food
Food can be a one-size-fits

all gift. Exploring the offerings
of food gifts, one will quickly
find there are all types of
options. If a recipient is living
overseas or on the opposite
side of the country, gift a
favorite local food from his or
her hometown. Cookie or fruit
bouquets can be shipped and
are universally enjoyed gifts.
Treat towers, popcorn,
cheeses, and much more are
available for holiday giving.

Consider size
Large, heavy items will cost

more to ship. Therefore, small
gifts may be more practical.
Consult with the post office or
a preferred shipping provider

about their pricing. Otherwise,
consider shipping directly to a
loved one’s house. Online
retailers usually give shoppers
a choice of shipping address,
and free or low-cost shipping
may be included. 

Leave ample time for
delivery

The holiday season is a busy
time of year for the shipping
industry. While shipping com-
panies try their best to get
items to recipients in a timely
manner, delays can occur. The
best way to ensure that gifts
arrive on time is to send them a
week or two in advance, which
also saves gift-givers from hav-
ing to pay extra for rush ship-
ping. The US Postal Service
says international deliveries
can take between seven and 21
days to arrive, so leave more
time for overseas gifts.

Try a subscription serv-
ice

Subscription services, such
as beauty boxes, recipe boxes
and meal kits, can be a great
way to keep the gifts arriving
long after the holidays have
come and gone. 

Avoid breakables
Stick to gifts that will ship

well; otherwise, you may have
to spend extra time and money
wrapping and insuring items.
Clothing gifts, blankets, stuffed
animals, books, and other
durable gifts can be shipped
with ease and peace of mind.

Gifting loved ones who live
far away requires a little extra
effort. But that extra effort will
show friends and family mem-
bers just how much they’re
loved.

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

OF ESTATES
All persons having claims
against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which
is Room 208 Courthouse,
One Public Square,
Darlington, SC 29532, within
eight(8) months after the
date of the  first publication
of this Notice to Creditors or
within one (1) year from
date of death, whichever is
earlier (SCPC 62-3-801, et
seq.), or such persons shall
be forever barred as to their
claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the
prescribed form (FORM
#371ES) indicating the
name and the address of the
claimant, the basis of the
claim, the amount claimed,
the date when the claim will
become due, the nature of
any uncertainty as to the
claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: Ernest S. Bramlette
Date of Death: 10/21/2018
Case No: 2018ES1600546
Personal Representative:
Dorothy Gerald Bramlette
Address: 753 Potato House
Road, Darlington, SC 29532

(20p3 leave in thru 12-12-
18)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
OF ESTATES

All persons having claims
against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which
is Room 208 Courthouse,
One Public Square,
Darlington, SC 29532, within
eight(8) months after the
date of the  first publication
of this Notice to Creditors or
within one (1) year from
date of death, whichever is
earlier (SCPC 62-3-801, et
seq.), or such persons shall
be forever barred as to their
claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the
prescribed form (FORM
#371ES) indicating the
name and the address of the
claimant, the basis of the
claim, the amount claimed,
the date when the claim will
become due, the nature of
any uncertainty as to the
claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: James David
Hopkins, Sr.
Date of Death: 10/26/2018
Case No: 2018ES1600549
Personal Representative:
Nancy Lorene Creel
Address: 3046 S. Pamplico
Highway, Pamplico, SC
29583

(21p3 leave in thru 12-19-
18)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
OF ESTATES

All persons having claims
against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which

is Room 208 Courthouse,
One Public Square,
Darlington, SC 29532, within
eight(8) months after the
date of the  first publication
of this Notice to Creditors or
within one (1) year from
date of death, whichever is
earlier (SCPC 62-3-801, et
seq.), or such persons shall
be forever barred as to their
claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the
prescribed form (FORM
#371ES) indicating the
name and the address of the
claimant, the basis of the
claim, the amount claimed,
the date when the claim will
become due, the nature of
any uncertainty as to the
claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: Willie Eugene
Redfearn
Date of Death: 6/28/2017
Case No: 2018ES1600410
Personal Representative:
Shirley W. Redfearn
Address: 121 Williamson
Drive, Society Hill, SC 29593
Attorney: Robert L. Stucks
Address: P.O. Box 7378,
Florence, SC 29502

(21c3 leave in thru 12-19-
18)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
OF ESTATES

All persons having claims
against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which
is Room 208 Courthouse,
One Public Square,
Darlington, SC 29532, within
eight(8) months after the
date of the  first publication
of this Notice to Creditors or
within one (1) year from
date of death, whichever is
earlier (SCPC 62-3-801, et
seq.), or such persons shall
be forever barred as to their
claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the
prescribed form (FORM
#371ES) indicating the
name and the address of the
claimant, the basis of the
claim, the amount claimed,
the date when the claim will
become due, the nature of
any uncertainty as to the
claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: Dorothy O. Plummer
Date of Death: 8/11/2018
Case No: 2018ES1600429
Personal Representative:
David Jesse Plummer, Jr.
Address: 300 Boykin Avenue,
Lamar, SC 29069

(21p3 leave in thru 12-19-
18)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
OF ESTATES

All persons having claims
against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which
is Room 208 Courthouse,
One Public Square,
Darlington, SC 29532, within
eight(8) months after the
date of the  first publication
of this Notice to Creditors or

within one (1) year from
date of death, whichever is
earlier (SCPC 62-3-801, et
seq.), or such persons shall
be forever barred as to their
claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the
prescribed form (FORM
#371ES) indicating the
name and the address of the
claimant, the basis of the
claim, the amount claimed,
the date when the claim will
become due, the nature of
any uncertainty as to the
claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: Allen Coleman
Langley
Date of Death: 9/27/2018
Case No: 2018ES1600541
Personal Representative:
Carolyn Jean Langley
Address: 2512 Green Street
Road, Darlington, SC 29532 

(21p3 leave in thru 12-19-
18)

STATE OF SOUTH 
CAROLINA 

IN THE COURT OF 
COMMON PLEAS 

COUNTY OF 
DARLINGTON 

DOCKET 
NO. 18-CP-160-681

U.S. BANK TRUST NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE
OF THE IGLOO SERIES II
TRUST  Plaintiff, v. HARDEN
EVANS JR. (DECEASED),
GEORGIA MAE P. EVANS AND
UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES
AND LEGATEES OF HARDEN
EVANS JR.: YOU ARE HEREBY
SUMMONED and required to
answer the Complaint in this
action, a copy of which is here-
with served upon you, and to
serve a copy of your Answer on
the undersigned at their
offices located at 9247 N.
Meridian Street, Suite 101,
Indianapolis, Indiana 46260,
within thirty (30) days after
the service hereof, exclusive of
the date of service; and if you
fail to do so, judgment by
default will be rendered
against you for the relief
demanded in the Complaint.
NOTICE TO THE DEFEN-
DANTS ABOVE NAMED: YOU
WILL PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the summons and
Complaint, of which the fore-
going is a copy of the
Summons, were filed with the
Clerk of Court for Darlington
County, South Carolina on
August 22, 2018.  Bleecker,
Brodey and Andrews, ATTOR-
NEYS FOR PLAINTIFF
Christopher J. Neeson (SC Bar
# 81554) 9247 N. Meridian
Street, Suite 101, Indianapolis,
IN 46260; (888) 574-0700,
August 22, 2018 BBA File No.
275895.  

(21p3 leave in thru 12-19-
18)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
OF ESTATES

All persons having claims
against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which
is Room 208 Courthouse,
One Public Square,
Darlington, SC 29532, within

eight(8) months after the
date of the  first publication
of this Notice to Creditors or
within one (1) year from
date of death, whichever is
earlier (SCPC 62-3-801, et
seq.), or such persons shall
be forever barred as to their
claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the
prescribed form (FORM
#371ES) indicating the
name and the address of the
claimant, the basis of the
claim, the amount claimed,
the date when the claim will
become due, the nature of
any uncertainty as to the
claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: Douglas Lee Bush
Date of Death: 11/3/2018
Case No: 2018ES1600562
Personal Representative:
Nicolette Manning Bush
Address: 4080 Highway 324,
Rock Hill, SC 29732

(22p3 leave in thru 12-26-
18)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
OF ESTATES

All persons having claims
against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which
is Room 208 Courthouse,
One Public Square,
Darlington, SC 29532, within
eight(8) months after the
date of the  first publication
of this Notice to Creditors or
within one (1) year from
date of death, whichever is
earlier (SCPC 62-3-801, et
seq.), or such persons shall
be forever barred as to their
claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the
prescribed form (FORM
#371ES) indicating the
name and the address of the
claimant, the basis of the
claim, the amount claimed,
the date when the claim will
become due, the nature of
any uncertainty as to the
claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: Romus Leo (R.L.)
Huggins
Date of Death: 10/31/2018
Case No: 2018ES16558
Personal Representative:
Christy Ann H. Blackmon
Address: 409 Anderson
Drive, Darlington, SC 29532
Attorney: Albert L. James, III
Address: P.O. Box 507,
Darlington, SC 29540

(22c3 leave in thru 12-26-
18)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
OF ESTATES

All persons having claims
against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which
is Room 208 Courthouse,
One Public Square,
Darlington, SC 29532, within
eight(8) months after the
date of the  first publication
of this Notice to Creditors or
within one (1) year from
date of death, whichever is
earlier (SCPC 62-3-801, et

seq.), or such persons shall
be forever barred as to their
claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the
prescribed form (FORM
#371ES) indicating the
name and the address of the
claimant, the basis of the
claim, the amount claimed,
the date when the claim will
become due, the nature of
any uncertainty as to the
claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: Eleanor E.
Richardson
Date of Death: 10/5/2018
Case No: 2018ES1600563
Personal Representative:
Justin Montrell Brown
Address: 617 Tish Drive,
Darlington, SC 29540

(22p3 leave in thru 12-26-
18)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
OF ESTATES

All persons having claims
against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which
is Room 208 Courthouse,
One Public Square,
Darlington, SC 29532, within
eight(8) months after the
date of the  first publication
of this Notice to Creditors or
within one (1) year from
date of death, whichever is
earlier (SCPC 62-3-801, et
seq.), or such persons shall
be forever barred as to their
claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the
prescribed form (FORM
#371ES) indicating the
name and the address of the
claimant, the basis of the
claim, the amount claimed,
the date when the claim will
become due, the nature of
any uncertainty as to the
claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: Thomas Lee Samuel
Date of Death: 10/25/2018
Case No: 2018ES16005382
Personal Representative:
Everette Samuel
Address: 1559 Burkitts Lane,
Darlington, SC 29532

(22p3 leave in thru 12-26-
18)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
OF ESTATES

All persons having claims
against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which
is Room 208 Courthouse,
One Public Square,
Darlington, SC 29532, within
eight(8) months after the
date of the  first publication
of this Notice to Creditors or
within one (1) year from
date of death, whichever is
earlier (SCPC 62-3-801, et
seq.), or such persons shall
be forever barred as to their
claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the
prescribed form (FORM
#371ES) indicating the
name and the address of the
claimant, the basis of the

claim, the amount claimed,
the date when the claim will
become due, the nature of
any uncertainty as to the
claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: Barbara Lloyd
Weatherford
Date of Death: 10/9/2018
Case No: 2018ES1600566
Personal Representative:
Homer Acie Weatherford
Address: 1108 Old Florence
Road, Darlington, SC 29532

(22p3 leave in thru 12-26-
18)

SUMMONS AND
NOTICES

(Termination of Parental
Rights)

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLI-
NA

COUNTY OF DARLINGTON
IN THE FAMILY COURT OF

THE 
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIR-

CUIT
2018-DR-16-695

South Carolina Department
of Social Services, Plaintiff,
vs.
Sherlwin Antwainette Carter
And Female Child Born in
2017, Defendants.
TO:  Defendant Sherwlin
Antwainette Carter
YOU ARE HEREBY SUM-
MONED and required to
answer the Complaint for
termination of your parental
rights in and to the minor
child in this action, a copy of
which is herewith served
upon you, and to serve a
copy of your answer to the
complaint upon the under-
signed attorney for the
Plaintiff at 203 Commerce
Ave, PO Box 269,
Chesterfield SC 29709, with-
in thirty (30) days following
the date of service upon you,
exclusive of the day of such
service; and if you fail to
answer the complaint within
the aforesaid, an affidavit of
default will be entered
against you and the Plaintiff
will proceed to seek to ter-
minate your parental rights
to the above captioned chil-
dren.
YOU ARE HEREBY notified
that a final hearing in this
action for termination of
parental rights will be held
on February 7, 2019 at
2:00PM. You are hereby
notified to be present at this
time in the Darlington
County Family Court located
at 1 Public Square,
Darlington SC.  
Laura Jo Bardsley, SC Bar
#13484
Attorney for Plaintiff, SCDSS
203 Commerce Ave./PO Box
269

Chesterfield, SC
29709
843-623-5326

(22c3 leave in thru 12-26-
18)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that, pursuant to a Judgment
granted in the case of Dixies
Federal Credit Union v.
Timothy Ryan Flowers and
Debra J. Flowers, 2018-CP-16-
00393, I will sell at public auc-

tion at the front of the
Darlington County
Courthouse in Darlington,
South Carolina, on Tuesday,
January 8, 2019 at 12:00
O’CLOCK P.M. to the highest
bidder for cash the following
described property:
(Darlington County Tax
Map Number  163-00-03-
115)
All that certain piece, parcel or
lot of land, with improvements
thereon, lying and being in
Darlington County, South
Carolina, designated as Lot
No. 4 on a plat prepared by W.
R. Banks, Registered Surveyor,
dated July 28, 1966, and being
bounded according to said plat
as follows:  on the North by
Lots No. 2 & 3 for a distance of
215.9 feet; on the East by Lot
No. 1 for a distance of 35 feet;
on the South by a ditch, the
line; and on the West by an
unnamed 40 foot street on
which it measures 162 feet.
For a more particular descrip-
tion, reference is hereby made
to the plat above referred to, a
copy of which is filed in the
office of the Clerk of Court for
Darlington County in Plat
Book 43 at Page 213.
This property also includes
one (1) 1988 Horton Mobile
Home, 14x70 (Darlington
County Tax Map Number 163-
00-03-115.001).
This being the same property
conveyed to Timothy Ryan
Flowers and Debra J. Flowers
by Deed of Kevin C. Odom
dated October 31, 2008 and
recorded in the office of the
Clerk of Court for Darlington
County in Book 1054 at Page
9562.
Property Address: 956 San
Fran Circle
Darlington, South Carolina
29532
NOTICE is further given that
the successful bidder, other
than the Plaintiff, at said sale
will be required to deposit
immediately with the Special
Referee an amount equal to
five (5%) percent of his bid in
cash, and if such deposit is not
made, the Special Referee will
resell said property on the
sales day or some subsequent
sales day as may appear
advantageous.  In case the 
successful bidder should fail to
comply with his bid by pay-
ment of the balance of the pur-
chase price within thirty (30)
days after acceptance of his
bid, his deposit shall be forfeit-
ed and the property resold on
some subsequent sales day
without further Order of the
Court, at the risk of the pur-
chaser.  The purchaser will be
required to pay for the deed,
documentary stamps on the
deed, recording of the deed,
and interest on the amount of
the bid from date of sale
through date of compliance
with the bid at the rate of
10.00%.
Since a deficiency judgment is
waived, the bidding shall be
closed upon the date of sale.
This property is sold subject to
taxes and assessments, exist-
ing easements and restrictions
of record.  If the Plaintiff or the

Plaintiff’s representative does
not appear at the above-
described sale, then the sale of
the property will be null, void,
and of no force and effect.  In
such event, the sale will be
rescheduled for the next avail-
able sales day.  
__________________________
__________
Haigh Porter, Special Referee
__________________, 2018
Florence, South Carolina

(22c1 leave in thru 12-26-
18)

DARLINGTON COUNTY
COUNCIL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING

JANUARY 2, 2019
6 P.M.

COURTHOUSE ANNEX/EMS
BUILDING

1625 HARRY BYRD HIGH-
WAY (SC HWY 151)

DARLINGTON, SC  29532
843-398-4100

www.darcosc.com
Notice is hereby given that
there will be a Public Hearing
held before the Darlington
County Council on the date
and time above stated to
receive comments on the fol-
lowing proposed leases:
Lease For Certain Space In
Society Hill Neighborhood
Center To Jacqueline DuBose
For Jumping 2 New Heights
Program (Double Dutch). This
Facility Is Located At 223 Hall
Street In Society Hill, South
Carolina. Parcel #154-04-01-
025.
Lease Renewal For Lake Darpo
Caretaker’s House To Louene
Baker In Exchange For
Stipulated Caretaker Services
And Rent. This Facility Is
Located at 190 Lake Darpo
Road in Darlington, South
Carolina. Parcel #156-00-01-
008.
Lease Renewal For Certain
Space In Robert L. Grooms
Building To Linda M. Faircloth
For Prosperity Child Care
Center. This Facility Is Located
At 528 Cartersville Highway In
Lamar, South Carolina. Parcel
#067-12-01-010.
Anyone wishing to present an
opinion on these proposed
leases may do so at this time.
Assistance will be provided to
accommodate the special
needs of handicapped persons
attending the meeting upon
request. Special assistance
requests should be made to J.
JaNet Bishop, Clerk to Council,
at 843-398-4100, seventy-two
hours prior to the scheduled
public hearing.

(22c1 leave in thru 12-12-
18)

REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSAL

Darlington County is accepting
proposals for the following:
1. IFB 01-01-03-2019
Darlington Library
Remodeling Project
(22c1 leave in thru 12-12-18)

REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSAL

Darlington County is accepting
proposals for the following:
1. RFP 02-01-08-2019 Clerk of
Court Folders
(22c1 leave in thru 12-12-18)
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Gifting those 
who live far away

Celebrating the holidays as a blended family
Emotions run deep come

the holiday season. Holiday
planning can be hectic, espe-
cially for blended families. 

Today’s families are
increasingly blended, meaning
they’re a combination of fami-
lies due to divorce or death.
Even though the holidays are
meant to be joyous, navigating
traditions and accommodating
the unique needs of all
involved — including cultural
traditions, visitation sched-
ules, rituals, and religious
beliefs — can be challenging.
But blended families need not
fret as they attempt to negoti-
ate Christmas, Chanukah,
Kwanzaa, or New Years.

Logistics
The first step to holiday

planning is to keep in mind
predetermined custody or visi-
tation agreements. Although
there can be hope for holiday

flexibility and generosity, try
to stick as close to existing
arrangements as possible.
Some families choose to divvy
up particular holidays
throughout the year in
advance. Others may do it as
plans get arranged. As long as
the arrangement is fair to
everyone, the choice is up to
the families. The plans should
be made known to all
involved. 

Discuss expectations
The Stepfamily Association

of America says that commu-
nication during the holiday
season is vital, especially for
children so they know what to
expect. Writing down specific
itineraries can help alleviate
the stress of not knowing
where they will be at a given
time. 

All members of the family
should vocalize how they feel

about particular aspects of the
holidays so that no one is dis-
gruntled. Do not expect others
to be mind readers. Perhaps
one person is focusing a signif-
icant amount of energy on
trimming the tree when that
isn’t as important to others.
Discussing expectations can
make planning that much eas-
ier.

Create new traditions
The holidays without

everyone under the same roof
enjoying traditions that have
been part of celebrations for
years can contribute to feel-
ings of anxiety for people
accustomed to these annual
traditions. Draw the focus
away from how things used to
be done and create new tradi-
tions that all can anticipate.
Host a holiday movie night if
this isn’t the year to have the
kids for Christmas. An annual

outing to see a concert or show
might be a new tradition the
entire blended family can
enjoy.

Don’t expect perfec-
tion

Putting too much emphasis
on trying to make the holidays
perfect can backfire. Blended
families must recognize that
holiday celebrations will
change. It can take time to find
a new celebratory rhythm, and
comparisons always will be
made. It’s acceptable to have
mixed feelings about new tra-
ditions, but each member
should go into the season with
a positive attitude.

Blended families may face
additional challenges during
the holidays. Working togeth-
er, such families can restore
joy to the season and create
new traditions.



Tradition is a hallmark of
the holiday season. Religious
services, family gatherings
and trips to see Santa Claus
are just a few of the many tra-
ditions people adhere to dur-
ing the holiday season.

Many holiday shoppers also
adhere to the time-honored
tradition of last-minute shop-
ping. The perfect gift can
sometimes prove elusive, espe-
cially as the sand in the holi-
day hour glass keeps dwin-
dling. These last-minute gift
ideas may be just what shop-
pers need to put smiles on the
faces of their loved ones this
holiday season.

• Books: Books are often
overlooked, especially now
that so many readers use e-
readers. But books can be an
ideal gift and especially con-
venient for last-minute shop-
pers, who can even gift e-
books. For example, Amazon,
which has thousands of e-
books in its online library,
makes it easy for shoppers to
gift e-books to Kindle users,

who will simply receive an
email on Christmas morning
informing them that their
books are ready to be down-
loaded to their devices.

• Experiences: A 2017 sur-
vey by the global research firm
NPD Group found that roughly
40 percent of holiday shoppers
planned to give experiences as
gifts last year. Experience gifts
open up a host of possibilities
for last-minute shoppers stuck
on what to give those loved
ones who seemingly
have it all.

• Food/beverage:
Television channels such
as The Food Network
have changed the way
many people look at
food. When gifting the
family foodie, last-
minute shoppers may not
need to look further than
the latest hotspot restau-
rant or specialty grocery
store for the perfect gift.
Take them out for a night
on the town or give a gift
card they can use at their

convenience. The craft beer
boom has created a host of
devoted and knowledgeable
beer drinkers, so a gift card or
growler from a local craft
brewery is sure to please peo-
ple who love hoisting frosty
pints.

• Streaming service sub-
scriptions: Many people are
cutting the cord with their
cable companies in favor of
streaming services such as
Netflix and Hulu.

Subscriptions to such services
can make ideal and affordable
holiday gifts. A six-month or
yearlong subscription likely
won’t break shoppers’ budgets
and will provide months of
entertainment to loved ones.

Last-minute holiday shop-
ping is easier than ever, espe-
cially for shoppers willing to
think outside the box.

Christmas trees, Santa
Claus, menorahs, and glittering
lighting displays are just a few
of the many prominent symbols
of the holiday season. And
while mistletoe might garner

more attention and inspire
more displays of affection,
poinsettias are another promi-
nent sign that the holiday sea-
son has arrived.

Thanks to its bright red and

green colors, the poinsettia is
perhaps the ideal holiday plant.
But as much as it suits holiday
decor and seems tailor-made
for that special time of year
between Thanksgiving and the
first of January, the poinsettia
has a reputation that few plants
would want.

First discovered in Mexico
and brought to the United
States by Dr. Joel Poinsett, the
poinsettia has long been
rumored to be poisonous.
However, the National Capital
Poison Center notes that poin-
settias are not deadly. In fact,
the NCPC notes that the rumor
that poinsettias are deadly may
have been around for more
than a century, tracing its ori-
gins all the way back to a child
who was found dead lying next
to a poinsettia plant. The plant
was blamed for the child’s
death, and even though that
blame was misplaced, the stig-
ma stuck. WebMD notes that

others trace the false rumors
surrounding poinsettias to
1919, when parents blamed the
death of their daughter, who
they thought had eaten poin-
settia leaves, on this ubiquitous
holiday plant.

Even today, when
researchers have long since
proven that poinsettias are not
deadly, many people still
believe they can be fatal if con-
sumed.

The NCPC notes that, in
most cases, exposure to any
part of a poinsettia plant in
children or pets has little, if
any, effect. However, if the
plant is swallowed, some peo-
ple and pets may experience
symptoms including nausea,
vomiting or diarrhea. Some
who touch the plant may devel-
op a rash after contact.

While poinsettias are not
deadly, the NCPC still advises
those who plant to include the
plant in their holiday decor to

take every measure necessary
to prevent children and pets
from swallowing it. Placing
poinsettias beyond the reach of
kids and pets is one simple way
to accomplish just that.

Poinsettias are seemingly

everywhere come the holiday
season. And because they’re
not fatal, celebrants can contin-
ue to display these beautiful
plants that call to mind the col-
ors of the holiday season.

764 Stanley Circle, Furnished
camper with utilities,
$400/month. (843) 393-7545. 

9ctfn
212 C Avenue - 3 bedroom, 1 bath
house, large yard & front porch,
window h/c unit, stove & refriger-
ator provided, $400/deposit,
$400/rent, call (843) 393-8084. 

ctfn
109 Bacote Street - 3 bedroom, 1
bath house, stove & refrigerator
provided, central heat (gas) & air,
fenced in yard, outside storage,
nice front porch, $575/deposit,
$575/rent, call (843) 393-8084. 

ctfn
650 E. Broad St. - One bedroom
duplex apartment, $350/month.
(843) 393-7545. 21ctfn
310 Orange St. - One bedroom,
fully furnished, garden apartment
on 2nd floor. Large living room
and C/H/A. Across from tennis
courts. $400/month,
$400/deposit. Call (843) 245-
7609. 22p2
First 2 months FREE RENT
Raceway Estates of Darlington,
$150/month Lot Rent,
PeeDeeRentals.com - (843) 732-
4800. 7ctfn

ANNOUNCEMENTS
FDA Registered, 100% Digital
hearing aids as low as $199
each. American Made
Technology. Call 800-937-2218
use promo 88270 for a risk-free
trial! FREE SHIPPING!  
Lung Cancer?  And Age 60+?
You And Your Family May Be
Entitled To Significant Cash
Award.  Call 855-664-5681 for
information.  No Risk.  No
money out-of-pocket.  
Compare Medicare Supplement
Plans and Save! Explore Top
Medicare Supplement

Insurance Plans For Free! Get
covered and Save! Call 888-
210-4909  
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.
EASY, ONE DAY updates!  We
specialize in safe bathing.
Grab bars, no slip flooring &
seated showers.  Call for a free
in-home consultation:  844-
524-2197  
ENJOY 100% guaranteed,
delivered to-the-door Omaha
Steaks! Makes a great Holiday
gift! SAVE 75% PLUS get 4
FREE Burgers!  Order The
Family Gourmet Feast - ONLY
$49.99.  Call 1-866-234-3246
mention code 55586TRK or
visit
www.omahasteaks.com/love57  
DENTAL INSURANCE. Call
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company for details. NOT just
a discount plan, REAL coverage
for 350 procedures. 855-397-
7030 or
http://www.dental50plus.com
/60 Ad#6118  
Sleep Apnea Patients - If you
have Medicare coverage, call
Verus Healthcare to qualify for
CPAP supplies for little or no
cost in minutes. Home
Delivery, Healthy Sleep Guide
and More - FREE! Our cus-
tomer care agents await your
call. 1-866-721-3917   
Open your Heart and Home.
Become a Foster Parent Today.
Contact Denise at South
Carolina MENTOR 803-451-
3984
www.SouthCarolinaMentorFost
erCare.com
AUCTIONS
ADVERTISE YOUR AUCTION in
99 S.C. newspapers for only
$375. Your 25-word classified
ad will reach more than 2.1
million readers.  Call Alanna
Ritchie at the S.C. Newspaper
Network, 1-888-727-7377.  
HELP WANTED - DRIVERS
ADVERTISE YOUR DRIVER

JOBS in 99 S.C. newspapers for
only $375. Your 25-word classi-
fied ad will reach more than
2.1 million readers.  Call
Alanna Ritchie at the S.C.
Newspaper Network, 1-888-
727-7377.  
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE
OXYGEN - Anytime.  Anywhere.
No tanks to refill.  No deliver-
ies.  The  All-New Inogen One
G4 is only 2.8 pounds!  FAA
approved! FREE info kit: 844-
597-6582  
AT&T Unlimited Talk and Text.
Get a new device every year
with AT&T NEXT! Call us today
1-866-490-3653  
MOBILE HOMES FOR SALE
VERY NICE HOME - 2000
16x80, 3/2, total electric, all
appliances included! Large tub
in Master Bath, separate show-
er. Home has been refurbed
thru out. Delivered and set up
for only $23,900. Call 803-607-
6353.    
VERY NICE 28X80 – 4Bed, 2
full baths, separate living room
and den! New paint thru out,
fireplace, new carpet and Lino.
Very Nice!! $35,900. Call 803
607-6353.  
I PAY TOP DOLLAR - For Used
Mobile Homes! Call (803) 607-
6353.  
TELEVISION & INTERNET
SERVICES
NEW AT&T INTERNET OFFER.
$20 and $30/mo. plans avail-
able when you bundle. 99%
Reliable 100% Affordable.
HURRY, OFFER ENDS SOON.
New Customers Only. CALL
NOW 1-855-825-2669  
DIRECTV CHOICE All-Included
Package. Over 185 Channels!
ONLY $45/month (for 24 mos.)
Call Now -Get NFL Sunday
Ticket FREE! CALL 844-624-
1107 Ask Us How To Bundle &
Save!  
DISH TV $59.99 For 190
Channels   $14.95 High Speed

Internet. Free Installation,
Smart HD DVR Included, Free
Voice Remote. Some restric-
tions apply. Call 1-877-542-
0759  
Earthlink High Speed Internet.
As Low As $14.95/month (for
the first 3 months.) Reliable
High Speed Fiber Optic
Technology. Stream Videos,
Music and More! Call Earthlink
Today 1-877-649-9469  
Spectrum Triple Play - TV,
Internet & Voice for $29.99 ea.
60 MB per second speed. No
contract or commitment. We
buy your existing contract up
to $500! 1-855-402-1186  
Viasat Satellite Internet. Up to
12 Mbps Plans Starting at
$30/month. Our Fastest Speeds
(up to 50 Mbps) & Unlimited
Data Plans Start at
$100/month. Call Viasat today!
1-866-463-8950  
VACATION RENTALS
ADVERTISE YOUR VACATION
PROPERTY FOR RENT OR
SALE to more than 2.1 million
S.C. newspaper readers. Your
25-word classified ad will
appear in 99 S.C. newspapers
for only $375. Call Alanna
Ritchie at the South Carolina
Newspaper Network, 1-888-
727-7377.
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customerservice@newsandpress.net.
classifieds

PAM T. SHERRILL
BIC/Owner/Auctioneer SCAL#3103 - Cell: 339-7505

Real Estate  � Appraisals  � Auctions

CHARLES WATSON 
Appraiser CR-2868
Cell: 245-3103

JENNIFER BYRD
Realtor

843-495-3630

Pam T. Sherrill & Co.

CASEY RHEUARK 
Realtor

843-307-4035

www.pamsherrill.net

1332 Gilchrist Road - 3 bedrooms,
3 1/2 bath, 2,445 sq ft, 15 acres of land
with pool, pool house, lots of outbuild-
ings, and barn. $428,000
2116 Lide Springs Rd - 3 bedrooms, 3
1/2 baths, 2,818 sq ft, 9 acres,  2 large
workshops and a cabin - REDUCED
$299,995
212 Cashua Ferry Rd - 4 bed-
rooms, 3 baths, 2,924 sq ft -
$230,000

119 Alabama Drive - 4 bedrooms, 2
1/2 baths, 2,605 sq ft, 24 x 40 workshop 
- $169,900 
1381 Nolan Dr - 3 bedrooms, 2 baths,
1,593 sq ft, 2.89 acres of land, large work-
shop - $180,000
215 N. Darlington St, Lamar - 2
bedrooms, 1 1/2 bath, 1,688 sq ft -
$99,900
2759 Cashua Ferry Rd - 2 bed-
rooms, 2 baths, 983 sq feet - $89,900

RESIDENTIAL

NEW LISTING

To view these properties visit www.pamsherrill.net

50+/- acres on Cashua Ferry Rd--
Great land for hunting. Some wetlands.
Close to Great Pee Dee River. $150,000
44.30 acres Barfield Rd--Mostly wood-
ed.  Great place for hunting or building a
cabin. $124,000
4+/- acres Cashua Ferry Boat
Landing at the Great Pee Dee River--
Land is located right beside the boat dock. 3
septic tanks and well. SOLD “AS IS”
$100,000
8.20 acres Medford Drive $25,000
Farrow Ridge Ct-- .74 acre Nice lot with
well & septic tank. Mobile home allowed.
$12,000
A-1 Gilchrist Rd - 1.06 acre lot. Mobile
home allowed. Property has septic tank and
county water tap. $14,000
B-1 Gilchrist Rd - .68 acre lot. Mobile
home allowed. Property has septic tank and
county water tap. $14,000

Rogers Rd--2.35 acres of land. Mobile
home allowed. Public water available.
$18,000 
Redwood Drive--Nice lot located off of
McIver Road .92 acres. $5,000
638 Cartersville--1/2 acre lot with coun-
ty water and septic tank. $10,000
Lot 56 Kent Avenue--1 acre, mobile
home allowed $9,000
motivated seller make an offer
Lot 19 Jamestown Ave--Mobile home
allowed .46 acres $6,500
Lot 21 Jamestown Ave--Mobile home
allowed .46 acres $6,500
15 acres on Swift Creek Rd--Wooded.
Great hunting land. $40,000
9.08 acres--Heathwood Dr.--lots of
potential for this land $45,000

LAND AND LOTS

100 Exchange St., Darlington
843-393-3231

2244 Harry Byrd Hwy - Commercial bld.  11,684 sq ft metal building.  Sits on 4+
acres of land.  6 ft fence around perimeter of property. Currently used as an office, ware-
house, & Restaurant/ lounge. Plenty of office area. 5 restrooms. It would make a great
church, restaurant, or banquet hall lots of potential uses. Conveniently located 4 miles

from Darlington Raceway. Close to Hartsville and I-20. Owner will finance with a
$150,000 down payment. Call today to see this property.  Priced at $750,000

REDUCED - Motivated seller, bring all offers

645 Gilchrist Road - Vinyl siding 2 bedrooms and 1 bath home on an acre lat.
Approximately 1,300 sq ft of living area.  Large front porch.  Storage building.  Metal roof is 1

year old.   Concrete drive.   2 extra lots to the left of the house are also available. 
Priced @ $84,900

COMMERCIAL

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

SOLD

SOLD

Answers from 2B

Odom’s
Mini Storage
1009 N. Main Street

Darlington, SC

(843) 393-1327 or 
(843) 393-9071

MOBILE
HOME LOTS

Are poinsettias poisonous?

Great last-minute gift ideas
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Downtown Christmas Market this weekend

Regular Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 10 am - 5:30 pm

Saturday: 10 am - 3 pm
30 Public Square, Darlington 

(843) 398-0010

A Downtown Christmas Market will be held from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 15, in the fellowship hall at Trinity United Methodist Church, 126 Pearl St., in downtown Darlington. Free admission to this fair of
vendors displaying Christmas décor, ornaments, gifts, clothes, pies, and more. There will be free face painting and a coloring station for the children, so parents can shop. Santa arrives at noon! Fitness World Gyms will
provide hot chocolate from their mobile gingerbread house too! Please plan to attend the DDRA’s Downtown Christmas Market.  For more information, email info@buildupdarlington.org or call (843) 398-4000 x 103

‘Tis the season to be festive,
and that usually means string-
ing up hundreds of twinkling
lights to create a welcoming
glow on dark winter nights.
Some people view the holiday
season as their chance to go
all out with regard to decorat-
ing their homes with an abun-
dance of lights, inflatable
lawn ornaments and maybe
even some mechanical fig-
ures.

While these decorations
certainly may be symbols of
the season, it’s easy to forget
just how much energy and
resources they consume. A
typical strand of lights uses
around 300 watts of electrici-
ty. Multiply those figures by
the dozens of strings of lights
people use and it’s easy to see
how quickly energy usage can
add up.

In addition to lights, lit
candles, animated dolls,
wreaths, trees, and scores of
imported ornaments con-
tribute to the energy con-
sumption per household. Even
so, environmentally conscious
individuals need not skip the
holiday décor and entertain-
ing. Fortunately, there are
various ways to be energy effi-
cient with holiday décor this
season.

• Switch to LED lights. LED
lights consume a fraction of
the energy traditional incan-
descent bulbs do. While a
standard string of 50 lights

consumes 300 watts, LED sets
only consume four watts. This
not only saves energy, but also
considerable amounts of
money over the course of the
holiday season.

• Use fiber-optic decora-
tions. Fiber optic items are lit
by one light. The illumination
carries through the fiber optic
cables to the entire decora-
tion.

• Use a power strip and
timer. Plug decorations into a
power strip (be sure to follow
the recommended power load
for safety) and hook every-
thing up to a timer so lights
are not on when no one can
see them.

• Check light strands.
Always inspect lights for
frayed wires and any damage.
Frayed lights are less efficient
and pose a considerable safety
risk.

• Enhance decorations. Use
mirrors and reflective orna-
ments to give the appearance
of more lights without actual-
ly adding more.

• Turn off ambient light-
ing. Christmas tree lights or
the lights framing a picture
window should be sufficient
to light up a room. Keep lamps
and overhead lighting off
while the tree is lit to save
money and energy.

• Lower the thermostat.
When entertaining, turn the
thermostat down a few
degrees. Having extra people

in your home will raise the
temperature. Similarly, heat
generated by the oven and
other cooking appliances can
warm up a home. Don’t waste
energy by keeping the heat
turned on high.

• Invest in rechargeable
batteries. According to Energy
Quest, 40 percent of all batter-
ies are purchased during the
holiday season. To power
those many gifts and devices,
use rechargeable batteries
which can be used again and
again.

• Change your cooking
practices. Smaller appliances
use less energy. Put those
toaster ovens, slow cookers
and electric fryers to good
use. Only use the oven if you
are cooking a large meal. 

• Wait until the dishwasher
is full. Pack in the dishes from
holiday meals, and only run
the dishwasher when it is full. 

• Reuse items whenever
possible. Many items around
the house can be put to good
use as decorations, holiday
servers or gifts. Take invento-
ry of what you have before
you go out and purchase new
decorations.

Decorative lights can consume a considerable amount of energy. Scale back or invest in LEDs, which are
more energy-efficient lights.

Create an energy-efficient 
home for the holidays
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