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Sonoco has joined a growing
list of companies partnering
with the U.S. Army to offer sol-
diers opportunities when the
time comes for them to transi-
tion to civilian life. U.S. Army
Recruiting Battalion Columbia
Commander Lt. Col. Stephen
Christian signed the
Memorandum of Agreement for
the Partnership for Youth
Success (PaYS) Program with
Sonoco’s Vice President of
Human Resources Allan
McLeland. The ceremony was
held at Sonoco’s headquarters
Dec. 20. 

“When I found out that we
had solidified a partnership
with Sonoco, I was excited
about the opportunity,”
Christian said. “Sonoco has

been a stable, growing business
for over 115 years and is now a
multi-billion dollar global busi-
ness.”

Christian said that PaYS is a
valuable resource for soldiers
and businesses alike.

“The Partnership for Youth
Success (PaYS) Program is one
of the most important, yet least
known, programs that the
United States Army offers to its
perspective soldiers,” Christian
said. “The program is designed
to prepare, train, and connect
soldiers to their future employ-
ers. Under the PaYS Program,
soldiers are guaranteed a job
interview with the PaYS part-
ner of their choice upon com-
pleting their reserve training or
active duty service. It is truly a
strategic partnership between
the United States Army and a
cross-section of corporations,
companies and public sector
agencies.”

McLeland said that the
agreement means that soldiers
will receive priority when it
comes to receiving an inter-
view.

“This is not a complicated

thing,” McLeland said. “The
Army trains and develops very
talented people and Sonoco
gets to post our jobs and com-
municate with folks that are in
the Army and are ready to make
a career transition into the civil-
ian world. They are able to see
what we have available. What
we offer them is an interview;
that’s a very valuable thing. Our
recruiters know this, there is
maybe only one other group at
Sonoco that we guarantee an
interview for, not even in all
cases do we do that, and that is
our board of directors and our
officers. To guarantee an inter-
view is a big deal.”

McLeland said that Sonoco
understands the value of sup-
porting the people who have
served our country. 

“We have 460 employees in
Sonoco today who have served
in the military or are serving in
the military; that’s an impres-
sive number,” McLeland said.
“This is a great partnership,
this is a great connection
between the military, the U.S.
Army in particular, and
Sonoco. The values, some of

the skills that the military
develops and the trades that
are important to the military,
they are also important to
Sonoco.” 

McLeland said that some of
those important skills include

leadership, discipline and
tenacity.

“Neither organization will
stop before the mission is com-
plete,” he said. “That is a com-
mon and valuable trait.
Teamwork; I can’t think of any-

thing great that has happened
in the military or at Sonoco
that didn’t involve a group of
people coming together, bring-
ing their diverse skills together
and working towards that com-
mon mission.

News&Press
DECEMBER 27, 2017
WWW.NEWSANDPRESS .NET

‘All that is necessary for the
triumph of evil  is that good
men do nothing.’

EDMUND BURKE

QUOTE

75¢ONE SECTION  • 12 PAGES ESTABLISHED 1874

2  OPINION 4  OBITUARIES 7  SPORTS 8  PUZZLES 9  BOOKINGS 11  CLASSIFIEDS

Vol. 143, No. 52
Darlington, S.C.

GINGERBREAD
HOUSES PG. 6

By Samantha Lyles
Staff Writer

slyles@newsandpress.net

Buffkin named DPD Officer of the
Year

The City of Darlington Police
Department held its annual awards cere-
mony Thursday, December 21, and recog-
nized officers for achievements in public
service, training, and education. The day's
top honor – Police Officer of the Year –
went to Lt. Steve Buffkin, a 39-year veteran
of the DPD.

“I love my department. I've never
worked for any other department and I
don't care to...my heart and soul is with
Darlington,” said Buffkin, noting that he
has turned down offers to serve as Chief of
Police in two smaller communities because
he prefers to stick with Darlington.

Inspired to pursue a career in law
enforcement by his dad, a “no gray area”
motorcycle patrolman who retired from
the Florence Police Department, Buffkin's
career has taken him from auxiliary officer
to patrol commander, and he currently
serves as the School Resource Officer
(SRO) at Mayo Magnet School for Math,
Science, and Technology. 

“I taught the DARE program for ten
years, and I love working with children...
kids are honest. They will tell you what's on
their mind,” said Buffkin. “I've worked
with Cain Elementary and the middle
schools, and I've done SRO work for proba-

bly fifteen years. Now I'm at Mayo and I
love it. I just love talking with the kids and
helping them when I can.”

That affection seems to be mutual.
Recently, Buffkin had to take a medical
leave and underwent quadruple bypass
heart surgery, and he says he received
numerous texts from Mayo students dur-
ing his recovery inquiring about his
progress and when he would return to the
school.  

Buffkin has served with four different
Darlington chiefs – N.G. Dudley, Roy
Williams, Jay Cox, and current Chief
Danny Watson, who will retire in January
after 24 years with DPD. Buffkin voiced his
hope that the next Chief will be promoted
from within the department, noting that
Darlington has never brought in an out-
sider to head the agency. 

A new addition to the awards ceremony
this year, Sgt. Phillip Cox of the SC
National Guard presented plaques to
Anthony Boan as Officer of the Year,
Buffkin as SRO of the Year, and Watson as
Darlington County Person of the Year. Cox
said he felt Watson deserved this distinc-
tion due to his focus on community out-
reach work, which included multiple char-
ity drives to provide canned food, fans,
heaters, and wheelchair ramps for the less
fortunate citizens of the county.

Chief Watson thanked his officers for
their dedication, and expressed his belief
that while police work is often a thankless
job, “99.9 percent of people who do what

we do are great people. I'll put our profes-
sion up against any other in the world as
far as their share of bad apples versus
ours,” Watson said. “I cannot tell you how
much I appreciate you. I wish that I had the
words, but I just don't.”

Watson also received a warm farewell
from Darlington City Council member
Carolyn Bruce.

“He's been nothing but helpful for me,
not only with the city, but whenever I
would call him to help me and talk with the
kids at the Darlington County Intervention
School (where Bruce works as a career
counselor), he or Kim Nelson have never
said no,” Bruce said. “Chief, I appreciate
what you've done for me and the kids in
the school, and also what you've done for
the city. Your leadership definitely is going
to be missed.”

DFD names Perry Kelly
Firefighter of the Year

The City of Darlington Fire Department
has honored two of its members for their
outstanding service during 2017, naming
Lt. Perry Kelly as Firefighter of the Year .

DFD members vote each fall for one of
their own to be named Firefighter of the
Year, and Chief Pat Cavanaugh says Kelly
was the clear choice of his peers.
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Policeman and Firefighter of the Year named

Officials offer thoughts on teacher pay, shortage during forum
By Melissa Rollins

Editor
editor@newsandpress.net

During the recent Education
Forum hosted by the Darlington
County School District, district
and state leaders gave their per-
spectives on issues relating to
education on the local and state
level.

Our first story on the forum
focused on the Abbeville
Lawsuit and the reaction of Jay
Lucas, Speaker of the SC House

of Representatives, to the
recent case dismissal. 

This story focuses on anoth-
er issue, the teacher shortage
and the related issue of teacher
pay.

DCSD Board of Education
Chairman Jamie Morphis said
that though Darlington County
is not suffering as much as
other districts, recruitment and
retention have still been a bur-
den.

“Pre-recession, we had

incentives and signing bonuses
and retention bonuses imple-
mented and we feel that it was
successful; we didn’t have any
shortages,” Morphis said. “Now,
Darlington County still is very
fortunate relative to the rest of
the state. Post-recession, we
have again implemented on a
limited basis incentives, signing
bonuses and retention. I say
limited, but it is probably
around ten classes now in criti-
cal areas.”

Morphis said that the admin-
istration and board members
have recognized that they will
have to find something to make
Darlington stand out from all of
the other districts searching to
fill vacancies.

“The board is working with
finance to try and implement
back into the funds those incen-
tives as well as bonuses for sign-
on and retention as well,”
Morphis said. “We’ve talked
about housing concessions but

in rural communities it is often
difficult for folks to find places
to stay. What can the district do
to try to promote housing to
make it more affordable for
teachers to live in this area?”

While encouraging more
home-grown teachers is help-
ful, Morphis said that some-
thing more immediate will
need to be done.

“If we were to find students
to go into the education field in
college today, enough to fill all

the vacancies, it would be years
before they are able to get into
the workforce; we have to have
something more immediate,”
Morphis said. “One thing that
we’ve been talking about for a
while is how to use technology.
We are very advanced in tech-
nology; we are very fortunate
here in Darlington. We have
been very proactive in technol-
ogy, how do we use that?”

FORUM ON 3A

Compassion
Experience comes

to the Pee Dee
By Melissa Rollins

Editor
editor@newsandpress.net

Mike Henderson understands
how something small can change
someone else’s life forever. For
nearly three decades he has been
sponsoring children through
Compassion International. Now
Henderson, Senior Pastor at
Highland Park United Methodist
Church in Florence, wants to
help others see the difference
that they can make in the world.
Highland Park will be hosting the
Compassion Experience, an
interactive tour that explores the
lives of children who were living
in poverty and received a life-
changing gift through
Compassion International. The
tour will stop in Florence Jan. 5-
8.

Henderson said that he first
heard about the tour when he
was at a conference in Atlanta
and tried, unsuccessfully at first,
to get his church added to the
tour schedule.

“I sent in a card trying to get
them to come to Florence but
they were booked up until some-
thing happened and they got an
opening,” Henderson said. “They
contacted me and asked if I was

still interested and I said of
course I was.”

The 1,700 square foot space
features the stories of children
living in a third-world country,
showing the poverty and despair
that surrounded them.

“You’ll be given an iPod or
something where you will hear
the story of one of the children in
one of the countries that
Compassion is working in, from
that child’s own voice,”
Henderson said. “You’ll walk
inside the tent and suddenly
you’re in their house, in their
one-room hut or whatever it may
be. You’ll see how they live, what
they eat, what they wear. They
tell you the story of what is going
on there. Then you will see what
is going on in their community
when you go in to another area.
Eventually you get to see what
goes on in the Child
Development Center program
that they attend. All of this is told
by a child who has already gone
through the Compassion pro-
gram, so you may enter when it is
pretty despairing but by the end
you will see how hope has been
brought in.”

COMPASSION ON 3A

Sonoco signs partnership agreement with U.S. Army

Lt. Col. Stephen Christian and Allan McLeland sign the memorandum of agreement for the Partnership
for Youth Success (PaYS) Program. PHOTO BY MELISSA ROLLINS

Lt. Steve Buffkin receives his plaque from Chief Danny Watson. 
PHOTO BY SAMANTHA LYLES

Lt. Perry Kelly
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People go through the Compassion Experience tent.
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By Jay Bender

Something remarkable hap-
pened in South Carolina legal
and political circles on
December 5.  A sitting circuit
judge running unopposed for
reelection withdrew her candi-
dacy before the Judicial
Screening Commission.

News reports have focused
on the unfavorable comments
made by lawyers regarding
Judge Kristi Harrington in an
anonymous survey.  The sur-
veys revealed that many
lawyers who had appeared
before this judge thought she
was unqualified by tempera-
ment to serve.  Those survey
results were not the only speed
bump in Judge Harrington’s
path.

Personal interviews of
lawyers in the Charleston area
by the South Carolina Bar
revealed dissatisfaction consis-
tent with the anonymous sur-
veys.  Ultimately, it appears
that Judge Harrington with-
drew when it became clear
that she had violated state law
by contacting members of the
General Assembly prior to the
completion of the judicial
screening process.

One news report noted that
the screening commission
members are all male.  We
have many strong and talented
women judges in South
Carolina, and, in my view, the
composition of the commission
had nothing to do with the
assessment of Judge
Harrington’s qualifications.

I have been trying cases all
over South Carolina since

1975.  No judge, male or
female, ever treated me as
rudely and unprofessionally as
Judge Harrington did when I
appeared before her in
Charleston earlier this year.  

I was in court to represent
The Post and Courier in a suit
against the City of Charleston.
I arrived at the courtroom well
before the scheduled start of
the hearing.  I did not know
Judge Harrington, and wanted
to introduce myself to her.  The
court was not in session when I
arrived.  Judge Harrington was
on the bench and a small
group of recent law school
graduates was in the 

jury box to observe court
proceedings as part of the
process by which they become
eligible to appear in court.

In the Charleston court-
house the spectator area is sep-
arated from the well of the
court by a knee- high wall with
small swinging doors for pas-
sage.  When I entered the well
of the court, the swinging door
swung back and forth with a
clunking sound.  Judge
Harrington said, “You must not
come here very often.”  I chose
not to reply.

As I moved toward the
bench Judge Harrington said,
“You need to ask to approach
the bench.  Had you been next
door in General Sessions (crim-
inal) you would have been
locked up.”  No judge I have
appeared before has ever
insisted that a lawyer ask per-
mission to approach the bench
whether during trial, a hearing
or a recess.  Maybe they do it
that way on television, but that

has not been the way we do it
in South Carolina.

I continued toward the
judge’s bench and set my brief-
case on an unoccupied desk
placed perpendicular to the
judge’s bench.  Judge
Harrington said, “Mr. Bender,
you need to ask permission
before you set anything on
someone’s desk.”  I bit my
tongue.

As I was trying to introduce
myself Judge Harrington and I
were speaking at the same
time.  Judge Harrington said,
“I just told these students to
never interrupt a judge.” Judge
Harrington then said, “Mr.
Bender, you are creating a bad
example for these law students
in many areas today.”  I
thought to myself that these
law students were going to
leave that courtroom with a
skewed view of how judges in
South Carolina conduct them-
selves.  I picked up my brief-
case and went back to the spec-
tator area until my case was
called for hearing.

You might ask why I didn’t
testify against Judge
Harrington at the screening
hearing.  I was prepared to do
so, and had completed an affi-
davit recounting the events
outlined above.  

Then, I thought about the
situation.  Here is a sitting
judge running unopposed for
reelection.  When I retire and
ride into the sunset, I won’t
worry about Judge Harrington,
but the odds were that she was
going to be reelected and
might seek revenge against my
clients and partners.  It would
be nice to pretend that this
doesn’t happen, but it has hap-
pened in South Carolina with
judges who thankfully are no
longer sitting.

Had I been subpoenaed to
testify, I would have done so,
but unfortunately, the screen-
ing commission had no way of
knowing what I would say.
Should I have had more
courage and spoken up.
Probably.

Judges in South Carolina
are elected by the General
Assembly.  The process always
involves politics, but over the
past several years steps have
been taken to incorporate
merit based evaluations of
judicial candidates, hence the
Screening Commission.  The
process will never be free of
politics, but in this instance it
worked.  

Bender is a media attorney
practicing in Columbia.

DECEMBER 27, 2017 | PAGE 2

The Pee Dee’s Oldest
Independently

Owned Newspaper

WWW.NEWSANDPRESS.NET

the NeWs ANd Press, dArliNGtoN, s.C.

A request to our
readers

In order to maximize
our coverage, the News
and Press respectfully
requests that you notify us
of newsworthy events at
least 48 hours in advance.
Press releases are appreci-
ated and will be consid-
ered; the News and Press
reserves the right to edit
as necessary. We appreci-
ate your continued inter-
est and involvement in
your community newspa-
per, and look forward to
serving you for many
years to come. 
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STRAIGHT AHEAD!
Here Comes 2018!

By Bill shepard

A New Year is breaking at our feet, the old one is about to
become history; let it be! Resolve to do better with this one, there
is always room for improvement. Seldom do we do our best at
anything. Set your goals a little higher, even if you fail to reach
them, the challenge will have been worth the effort. Never under-
estimate your ability to climb higher. There is better in each of us,
reach for it. Be a little more loving, a lot more forgiving, and a lit-
tle kinder. Our world is in need of such people, and one person
can make a big difference. Resolve to be that one person!

Now with that resolve behind you, move forward into the New
Year.  Take a quick glance backward if you must, but do not tarry
long. There is not one word spoken, nor one line written that you
can change. Strive to profit by any mistakes made, and be ready to
admit that there were many. The best you can do is to try hard not
to make them again.

Of course, there are regrets, how can one live without them?
There are regrets for things we did or for things we left undone,
but wisdom would have us to make corrections where possible,
then move on. Life moves in one direction only- straight ahead!
The finger beckons and we must follow the alternatives are not
good.

I have seen more than my share of New Years! Four score and
ten, and then some, have come and gone. In them all, I have been
blessed beyond any expectations, and I am grateful. My years of
living have taught me many lessons.  Allow me to share just a few
of them with you. I have learned that with each New Year, I can
expect more of the same. Really, there are not many real surprises.
What goes around usually comes around. What has been will most
likely return in either a more or lesser degree.  Night follows day
and day follows night, both are filled with experiences that make
up our lives.  We cannot hope to live free from the troubles and tri-
als of this life. There are enough of each to go around. We learn to
endure the hardness and press on to the goals that lie ahead.

Life is much like weather.  There are highs and lows, followed
by sunshine and clouds. There are storms that have a way of
appearing out of nowhere, causing anxiety and frustrations that
are hard to deal with. One day I have the world in my hands, and
the next day it has me in its grip. But whatever is happening at
any time, I can know that change will come. No matter the storm,
the sun will appear again.

I have learned that there are some things that I can change,
and if for the better, I should. I have learned that there are some
things that I cannot fix; I must leave those in the hands of the One
who can. To know the difference often causes a struggle within
me. In those times, I have learned to lean on the Creator who
gives life to all and is able to sustain that life through all of its cir-
cumstances. The great apostle of old said it like this - "In Him we
live, and move, and have our being." Acts 17:28. Yes, He is able!

Above all, I have learned that life leads us in one direction only,
always forward! We cannot know what the future may hold for us,
but as we embark upon that road not traveled, we can know the
One who leads.  Good advice for each of us is to put our hand in
His, and with confidence, move ahead into the New Year!  Good
luck!

Mr. Shepard is a native of Darlington, S.C., and a current resident
of Piedmont, S.C. He is the author of “Mill Town Boy” and “Bruised”.
He has been sharing his tales of growing up in Darlington for
decades, and we are delighted to share them each week. 

His mailing address for cards and letters is: Bill Shepard 324
Sunny Lane, Piedmont, S.C. 29673.
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l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r
Thank You to

all Angel Tree
sponsors and
donors

The Darlington County
Disabilities and Special
Needs Board Foundation
would like to thank everyone
that participated in the

Angel Tree Project this year.
From sponsors, monetary
donors and individuals that
purchased the gifts for the
Angel Tree Project for adults
and children with
Disabilities and Special
Needs in Darlington County.
With your help we were able
to provide over 120 gifts for
the Angel Tree this year.

Thank you to the busi-

nesses and churches spon-
soring our tree this year.
The Angel Tree would not be
possible without our gener-
ous community.

If you or your organiza-
tion would like to participate
in this project and collect
items throughout the year,
the most requested items are
everyday necessities such as
comforters, blankets, hats,

gloves, sweat suits of all
sizes, socks, undershirts,
puzzles and educational toys
for the children.  

Anyone interested in par-
ticipating in the Angel Tree
Project next year, please con-
tact:

Candy Wyrick at
cwyrick@dcdsnb.org or 843-
332-7252 Ext. 1110.

O P - E D

State’s judicial screening process worked



Forum
Continued from 1A

State Superintendent of
Education Molly Spearman
said that several taskforces
have been created to find out
what is keeping college stu-
dents from entering the educa-
tion field and running others
away after just a few years. 

“The Legislature asked me
to chair a taskforce over the
last few months looking at
teacher recruitment and reten-
tion in South Carolina,”
Spearman said. “We’ve heard
from hundreds of teachers. We
brought in different focus
groups who spoke before the
taskforce and we are finishing
up that report right now; it will
be going to the Legislature
before January 1.”

Spearman said that what
she’s heard over and over again
is that teachers are not receiv-
ing enough support while
more is being expected of them
each year.

“We heard from teachers
and, honestly, the first thing

they talk about is that they
need more support,”
Spearman said. “They feel
overwhelmed. There are a
range of things that we are
already doing like making sure
that our accountability model
has less testing (and) that they
are meaningful tests.”

Spearman said that having
a support system in a school
district, from top down, could
help combat some of the
teacher exodus.

“What we have learned is
that teachers will stay if they
have a good boss,” Spearman
said. “If they have a good princi-
pal, a good superintendent,
they’ll stay in place. So, bring-
ing more focus on leadership
and the importance on good
leadership in a school and in a
district to support teachers is
part of retention but salary
always comes up too. We do
need to improve our salary for
teachers in South Carolina, in
particularly at that beginning
level.”

Since she took office,
Spearman said, she has been
working with state leaders to

find ways to pay teachers more. 
“ Last year, we asked the

Legislature to give us some
more funding so that we could
increase the starting pay to be
over $30,000…They did that,”
Spearman said. “That is a step
in the right direction…There
are a lot of needs. These gen-
tlemen and ladies have a lot of
decisions that they have to
make and we want to work
with them but we have got to
address and move our teacher
salary schedule up so that we
can compete, particularly
among the borderstates.”

Senator Gerald Malloy

agreed with Spearman that
pay increases are imperative,
also addressing the issue of
retired teachers filling some of
the classroom vacancies.

“We’ve got to pay the teach-
ers,” Malloy said. “That is
important. I know that we say
that’s not everything but it is
important. One other issue I
have is assistance with debt;
teacher loans programs are
something that you’ve got to
end up having. And lastly,
(there has to be) some addi-
tional flexibility for earning
limitations for those that are
retired.”
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Gold Face of Faith
Christ Coin Ring.

Lost within vicinity of
Jeweler’s Bench on
Darlington Square

about five weeks ago.
If found, please call Laverne
Moody at 843-393-3932.

By Senator Tim Scott

My story is no secret. I grew
up in a single-parent household
in North Charleston. My mom
worked 16-hour days as a
nurse’s aide to provide for my
brother and me. At times, we
had to use the oven to heat the
house. There were also times
when we couldn’t afford
Christmas presents.

So, for me, tax reform has
always been about helping
struggling families and reward-
ing hardworking Americans by
helping them keep more of their
paychecks. The truth is, what
we accomplished has nothing to
do with labels. It has nothing to
do with whether you’re a
Democrat or Republican.  Under
the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, we

simply focused on delivering
much-needed tax relief to hard-
working Americans who want a
brighter future for their fami-
lies.

Here’s what we did:
Every single tax bracket will

see a tax cut.
A single-parent household,

like the one I grew up in, mak-
ing $41,000 a year will see a 73
percent tax cut. A typical family
of four earning about $73,000
will see a cut of nearly 58 per-
cent. With this bill, we are dou-
bling the standard deduction
and the Child Tax Credit. We are
also preserving the child and
dependent care credit, as well as
the Adoption Tax Credit. These
are all important wins for hard-
working families across South
Carolina.

The new tax reform law also
eliminates Obamacare’s individ-
ual mandate – the part of the
law that forces you to either buy
insurance or pay a penalty if you
choose not to purchase a plan.
Approximately 80 percent of the
folks who are punished by the
individual mandate live in a
household making $50,000 or
less. A third of those folks live in
a household making $25,000 or
less.  Repealing this tax is great
news for hardworking
Americans. All that is eliminat-
ed is the tax penalty -- this bill
does not take health care away
from anyone, and in fact we also
expanded the medical expense
deduction to better help those
facing high medical costs.

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act
also includes my bipartisan

Investing in Opportunity Act,
which will provide an opportu-
nity for U.S. investors to use a
temporary gains deferral in
exchange for investing the capi-
tal into distressed communities.
There are currently 52 million
Americans living in such com-
munities across the country,
and trillions of dollars in unused
capital gains sitting on the side-
lines. This public-private part-
nership will create new chan-
nels for investment that will
grow jobs, inspire entrepreneur-
ship, and improve the local
economy for future generations.

Our bill also lowers the cor-
porate tax rate to 21 percent,
down from 35 percent, which
will help create hundreds of
thousands of jobs across the
nation. Recently, more than

7000 CEOs said business tax
reform would lead to more jobs,
higher wages and better bene-
fits. We are ensuring the jobs of
the future are created right here
in America. We’re providing
relief for the backbone of our
economy, small business own-
ers, by expanding and creating
even more jobs in their own
communities. The Tax Cuts and
Jobs Act will allow small busi-
nesses to immediately write off
the full cost of new equipment
and offers a 20 percent tax
deduction to the first $315,000
of joint income.

The proof is in the pudding.
In 2018, the Tax Cuts and Jobs
Act will help everyday
Americans see more of their
hard-earned money in their
paychecks, while also signifi-

cantly boosting our economy.
This week marks a historic
moment, and one we should all
be celebrating.

Passing this tax bill is monu-
mental for the American people.
This is a once-in-a-generation
opportunity for us to say to the
people that we represent, we
hear you, and we see you.  For
the first time 30 years, we have
sent a major tax reform package
to the President’s desk for his
signature — a tax reform pack-
age that will give the American
people the relief they need and
certainly deserve.

Tim Scott, a Republican repre-
senting South Carolina in the
U.S. Senate, is a member on the
Senate Finance Committee and
the House-Senate Tax Reform
Conference Committee.

O P - E D

Tax Reform, a Christmas gift to the American people

By Samantha Lyles
Staff Writer

slyles@newsandpress.net

If you love great food and don't stand on
ceremony – and don't mind literally stand-
ing while you enjoy your meal, be sure to
check out Hartsville's latest foodie sensa-
tion: the Taco the Town food truck. 

Their board of fare includes some tradi-
tional selections, like seasoned shredded
chicken, barbacoa beef, or carne asada,
served on double corn-style taco shells, but
Hudson also serves up fun takes on old
favorites, like the Hillbilly Taco (catfish,
cole slaw, and Old Bay sauce), or the
Korean pork taco served with sweet chili
napa cabbage and wasabi-lime sour cream
sauce.

“We don't actually serve authentic
Mexican dishes, but we do some Tex-Mex
food,” says Luke Hudson, owner and opera-
tor of Taco the Town. “It's kind of funky, fun
American-Mexican food.”

Such kitchen experimentation has yield-
ed some delicious wins – like a red velvet
churro – but Hudson says his crew is still
trying to nail down a popular dessert menu.

“Chocolate and tacos don't always go
together,” he says. “But if we get creative

enough, maybe they will.”
Hudson talks about cooking like it's in

his blood, and, actually, serving up
unique foods and beverages is the family
business – one he decided to expand and
bring to a wider audience.

“My family owns Midnight Rooster, so I
was working here for two or three years,
and we were doing a lot of catering.
Through that, I just saw a niche for on-site
food sales and catering, but not necessarily
with trays and all of that,” says Hudson. 

The notion of branching out into the
food truck business took root on the road.
Through travels in Florida with his wife, a
native of Homestead, Florida, Hudson says
he sampled a whole lot of food truck fare,
much of it Mexican or Tex-Mex and most of
it very delicious. 

“All the way down the Florida coast,
there's great tacos. And when we go to
Charlotte or Greenville, you see food
trucks everywhere you go,” he says. “I did-
n't know at first whether it would work in
the Pee Dee, because I've seen a few food
trucks in Florence, but it wasn't a really
common thing to see them around here.”

Luckily, Hudson's desire to try some-
thing new coincided with the City of

Hartsville's plans to make downtown more
welcoming and social through outdoor
dining. Hartsville City Council recently
approved new rules governing the opera-
tion of food trucks and outdoor consump-
tion of alcoholic beverages. Businesses that
obtain the proper permits and clearances
are now able to set up food trucks and sell
potent potables at concerts, festivals, and
other public events. 

“I think Hartsville is changing and peo-
ple are becoming more shop-minded.
There's more foot traffic than there used to
be, and the stores are kind of working
together,” Hudson says.

He notes that while Taco the Town is
still primarily a catering company (booked
for parties, weddings, etc.), the truck has
been a big hit at Hartsville block parties
and he hopes to take part in more city
events in the future. For now, the truck
makes regular appearances every Friday
evening (from 5 p.m. until) at Bottle and
Tap (621 South Fifth Street in Hartsville),
so you can enjoy your meal accompanied
by your favorite craft beer. 

To keep up with scheduling, appear-
ances, and the latest menu items, follow
@tacothetowntruck on social media. 

Food truck puts new spin on Tex-Mex favorites
Patrons wait outside the Taco the Town food truck while it is set up during an outdoor event.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF TACO THE TOWN

Compassion
Continued from 1A

Henderson said that
Compassion suggests that par-
ents of children in sixth grade
or younger go through the tour
first and then go through again
with their children. Some parts
of the story feature violence,
such as sex slavery or abuse,
and may be disturbing to young
children.

Around 700 million people
live on less than $2 a day in
developing countries around
the world. Henderson said that
this tour is a great way for peo-
ple to get an understanding of
what those people’s lives are

like and find a way to make a
difference.

“I want people who come to
this to find a way that they can
get involved with the life of a
young person in another place
in a way that shapes that life
and shapes the community for
better,” Henderson said.

Highland Park United
Methodist Church is located at
1300 2nd Loop Road in
Florence. The event is open and
free to everyone. Groups of 20
or more should email change-
tour@compassion.com to
reserve their space. More infor-
mation about “The Compassion
Experience” can be found at
www.compassionexperience.c
om.

Named
Continued from 1A

“Normally the votes are
close, 7 to 5 or 8 to 4, but this
year 19 of 20 votes (went to
Kelly). It was almost unani-
mous that people felt Perry
was the best person nomi-
nated this year,” Cavanaugh
says. “He's an EMT, an
instructor for the State Fire
Academy, and he's almost
ready to test out and become
a pastor. Perry does a lot...
the Lord blessed us when he
came here.”

Kelly began his career in
the fire service 26 years ago.
He volunteered for 13 years
and worked as a paid fire-
man for 12 years with the
Darlington County Fire
District, and he joined the
DFD just over a year ago. He
recalls being 18 years old
and running calls with veter-
an fireman Autrey O'Neal,
and getting a real taste for
the excitement and sense of
community service firefight-
ing provides.

“The biggest thing is
knowing that when (fire vic-
tims) are losing everything,
somebody's got to be there to
help them,” says Kelly.

“Seeing a kid's face when
you hand them something
they thought was gone,
bringing a portrait out of a
house that's burned, pulling
something valuable from a
fire when people think
they've lost
everything...that's a big
blessing, to see those people
feel a little bit of hope.”

Deas wholeheartedly
agrees, adding that it means
a great deal to be able to
help your neighbor, working
to ensure the safety of their
lives and belongings through
the devastating trauma of a
fire.

“If your neighbor's home is
burning at two in the morning,
you've got to go help them.
That's what the fire service is
about, being there for them at
the worst times of their life,”
says Deas. 

Kelly has also brought some
new ideas to the DFD regard-
ing fundraising for charitable
programs, like the depart-
ment's annual Toys for Kids
Drive. This year, Kelly estab-
lished the inaugural “Taste of
Christmas” event, which
recruited over 30 cooks and
raised about $2,300 to help
purchase toys for children in
need.  

Deputies Sworn in
Darlington County Sheriff

Tony Chavis recently swore in
two Sheriff's Deputies. Deputy
Ryan Grice has served as an
officer at the W. Glenn
Campbell Detention Center for

10 months. Deputy Grice is
assigned to the Patrol Division.

Sgt. Tanesha Bellinger has
served with the Orangeburg
Department of Public Safety
since 2013. Sgt. Bellinger is
assigned to Training Division.



GREENVILLE– Greenwood
Capital is pleased to
announce that William
MacAllister Coxe, Jr. has
joined the Wealth
Management team as a
Private Client Advisor at its
West McBee Avenue offices.
As a Private Client Advisor,
Mr. Coxe is responsible for
creating and cultivating high
net-worth financial planning
and investment advisory rela-
tionships in the Upstate and
throughout South Carolina.

“We are delighted to have
William join our team, as he
brings more than 20 years of
investment advisory experi-
ence combined with a com-
munity spirit that is impor-
tant to the communities we
serve and our Firm,” says
Brian Disher, Director of

Wealth Management.
Upon graduating from the

University of South Carolina
(USC), Mr. Coxe began his
investment career with the
Robinson Humphreys/Smith
Barney/CitiGroup organiza-

tion developing and manag-
ing a dedicated client base
and more than $400 million
in investment assets. During
and upon graduating from
the Darla Moore School of
Business at USC, and being
f luent in French and
Spanish, Mr. Coxe worked as
a financial analyst and sales
manager for several interna-
tional companies. As
Director of Business
Development for USC, he
also developed business rela-
tionships with hi-tech manu-
facturing companies to aide
in business planning, execu-
tive and workplace develop-
ment.

“William’s extensive expe-
rience in working with a
variety of individuals, fami-
lies, and businesses

enhances the abilities of the
existing Greenwood Capital
Wealth team to assist clients
as a trusted advisor in defin-
ing and implementing holis-
tic financial plans targeted
at achieving specific client
goals,” said Mr. Disher.

“I am very excited to join
the Greenwood Capital
team,” said Mr. Coxe. “They
have an established, highly
regarded history, investment
philosophy and overall client
servicing approach that well
aligns with my own personal
approach to developing and
maintaining one-on-one rela-
tionships with my clients.”

Mr. Coxe is a Board
Member of the Greenville Zoo
Foundation, the Pleasantburg
Rotary and is a founder of the
West End Leads Club.

“Serving the communities of Darlington County for three generations”
• Traditional Funerals with a Personal Touch  • Funeral Pre-Planning  

• Immediate Cremation and Cremation with Memorial Service 
• Aftercare Services - Social Security, Probate,

V. A. Paper Work & Insurance Claims
229 W. Broad St., Darlington

843-393-2824
217 W. Main St., Lamar

843-326-5890
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Praise the Lord, the God of Israel, because
he has visited and redeemed his people. He
has sent us a mighty Savior from the royal
line of his servant David, just as he prom-
ised through his holy prophets long ago.

Luke 1:68-70A
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obituaries

Phillip Anderson
Phillip R. Anderson, age 68,

passed away Sunday,
December 17, 2017. Funeral
services were held 11 a.m.
Thursday, December 21st in the
chapel at Belk Funeral Home,
with burial following at
Florence National Cemetery.
The family received friends
from 6-8 p.m. Wednesday at
the funeral home. 

Born June 28, 1949, Phillip
is the son of the late Albert
Edward Anderson and Fammie
Lenoir Tyner. He served in the
U.S. Marine Corps, worked for
20 years at Nucor, and then
worked in construction. He was
a very good pool player and he
enjoyed the outdoors, fishing
and shooting guns. Phillip was
known to have a heart of gold
and always willing to help any
and every one. He will be
missed by many. 

Surviving are his daughters,
Angela Lyons and Tonya
“Tunkie” Suggs, both of
Darlington; his grandchildren,
Austin Lyons, Tyler Lyons, both
of Tennessee, Sydney Dennis,
Quinton Suggs, both of
Darlington, Zach Devernay of
Michigan, and a great-grand-
child on the way; his siblings,
Andy (Margo) Anderson, Linda
(William) Weatherford,
Frankie (the late Redmond)
Kelly, and Ronnie Anderson, all
of Darlington. He was preceded
in death by his wife, Janice W.
Anderson. 

A guestbook is available
online at www.belkfuneral-
home.com. 

Harget D. Gainey
Harget D. Gainey, 81, of

Society Hill died on Monday,

December 18, 2017. Funeral
services were held on
Thursday, December 21, 2017
at 3 p.m. at Welsh Neck Baptist
Church. Burial followed in
Antioch Cemetery, Directed by
Kistler Hardee Funeral Home.
The family received friends
from 2 until 3 p.m. Thursday,
December 21, 2017 at Welsh
Neck Baptist Church.

Mr. Gainey was born in
Darlington County, South
Carolina. He was the son of the
late John M. Gainey and Alma
Flora Barefoot Gainey. Mr.
Gainey was a member of Welsh
Neck Baptist Church of Society
Hill where he served as a
Sunday School teacher and was
a member of the choir as well
as a deacon.

Surviving are his children,
Harget David Gainey, Jr. and
his wife Judy, Johnny Gainey
and his wife, Denise and Steven
Gainey and his wife, Frances,
and Theresa Bellamy; his
grandchildren, David R.
Gainey, Sissy Stengel, Kristin
Glover, Eric Campbell, Brandon
Gainey, Tony Campbell, and
Christina Savoy; and 18 great-
grandchildren; and his best
friends, Peggy O’Neal of
Society Hill and Dixie Belle and
Shadow.

Mr. Gainey was preceded in
death by his parents listed
above and his grandchildren,
Daniel R. Gainey and Steven
Allen Gainey, Jr.

Memorials may be made to
Welsh Neck Baptist Church,
112 Church Street, Society Hill,
SC 29593.

Family and friends are invit-
ed to sign the online guestbook
at, www.kistlerhardeefuneral-
home.com.

Robert Broach
Robert Broach, 73, of

Warren, Michigan formerly of
Darlington died on Friday,
December 15, 2017. 

Funeral services were held
on Friday, December 22, 2017
at 2 p.m. in the Chapel of
Kistler Hardee Funeral Home.
Burial followed in Grove Hill
Cemetery. The family
received friends from 1 until
2 p.m. on Friday, December
22, 2017 at Kistler Hardee
Funeral Home.

Robert was born in
Darlington County. He was
known as a jokester and loved
to make people laugh. Robert
was a member of the Moose
Lodge Association and he
enjoyed traveling, dancing,
listening to music, cruising,
and playing pool. He was a
fun loving fellow who always
was willing to lend a helping
hand. 

Surviving are his wife,
Pamela Broach of Michigan;
his children, Mary Elizabeth
Broach of Michigan, Kristina
Michelle Broach of Michigan,
and Heather Suzanne Broach
Kieffer of Florida; his grand-
children, Trevor, Troy, Miles,
Essie, Ruby, Winter, and
Deborah; his great grandchil-
dren, Darlin and Cassidy; and
several nieces and nephews. 

Robert was preceded in
death by his parents, Marion
Liston Broach, Sr. and Myrtle
Broach; and by his siblings,
Marion Liston Broach, Jr.
Mary Ellen Norwood, William
Broach (Infant), Arthur
Broach, Jack Broach, Betty
Broach Taylor, James Broach
(Infant), Jeanette
Funderburke, Doris Burbage,

Paul Broach, and Ruth
Sandifer.  

Family and friends are
invited to sign the online
guest book at www.kistler-
hardeefuneralhome.com.

Lucius Hiers
Lucius Hiers, age 92, died

December 21, 2017 in
Florence, SC after several
years of declining health.
The family held a private bur-
ial Friday, December 22nd at
Grove Hill Cemetery, directed
by Belk Funeral Home. 

He was born January 6,
1925 in Williston, SC to
Bertha Renew Hiers and
Robert Gary Hiers. He served
in the US Army in Japan
shortly after World War II,
was a member of the VFW,
was a 50-year Mason, and a
member of Central Baptist
Church in Darlington, SC.
He worked in the wholesale
meat packing business for
over forty years.  

He is predeceased by his
wife, Ernestine Fanning
Hiers and his daughter,
Karen Elizabeth Hiers
Woodring.  He is survived by
a granddaughter, Elizabeth
Ross of Columbia, a nephew,
Thomas Gary Hiers, of
Sullivans Island, and three
grandnephews, John
Rainwater of Florence,
Thomas Rainwater of Mount
Pleasant, and Gary Hiers of
Mount Pleasant.  

Memorials may be made
to The Lord Cares charity,
201 Grove St, Darlington, SC
29532.  

A guestbook is available
online at www.belkfuneral-
home.com. 

L i v i N g  o N  P u r P o s e

Let every heart
prepare Him room

By Dr. william holland

The author of this story is
unknown and has been told
by many people throughout
the years. The gentleman to
whom I’m going to introduce
was not a scrooge, but a kind,
decent man and generous to
his family and upright in his
dealings with other people.
He just could not understand
how or why Jesus came to
earth to save us from our sin.
It just did not make sense and
he was too honest to pretend
otherwise. “I’m truly sorry to
distress you,” he told his wife,
“but I’m not going with you to
church this Christmas Eve.”
He went on to say he would
feel like a hypocrite and this
year he would much rather
stay home. He would just
read and wait up for them
until they returned. And so,
he stayed as the rest of his
family went to the midnight
service.

Shortly after the family
drove away, snow began to
fall. He went to the window
and watched as the flurries
were becoming heavier and
then went back to his chair in
front of the fire to finish read-
ing his newspaper. A short
while later he was startled by
a thudding sound...then
another, and then another.
His first thought was that it
sounded like someone throw-
ing snowballs against his liv-
ing room picture window. As
he opened the front door to
investigate, he found several
birds huddled miserably in
the snow. They’d been caught
in the storm and in a desper-
ate search for shelter, did not
realize the glass barrier keep-
ing them entering into the
safety of his home. Well, he
could not just let the poor
creatures freeze, so he had an
idea that the barn which
housed his children's pony
would be a provide a perfect
place from the storm if he
could only figure out how to
direct them into it.

Throwing on his coat and
rubber boots, he headed out
into the deepening snow to
the barn. He opened the
doors wide and turned on the
light, but the birds did not
move. Figuring that food
would entice them to come
in, he hurried back to the
house, grabbed some bread,
and started making a trail of

crumbs to the lighted stable.
But to his dismay, the birds
paid no attention and contin-
ued to flap around helplessly
in the snow. Trying to catch
became comical as they were
too fast and then his attempt
to herd them by waving his
arms only made things worse
as they scattered in every
direction except where he
wanted them to go. Suddenly,
he realized they were simply
overwhelmed with fear. I’m
sure I seem like a dangerous
and terrifying giant he
thought, if only I could think
of a way to let them know
they can trust me. If I could
just convince them that I’m
not going to hurt them and
sincerely want to help them.
But how? Whenever I move
they go into a panic and seem
to be confused and suspi-
ciously determined to not let
their guard down. Then it
dawned on him, if only he
could become a bird, he could
mingle with them and speak
their language. Then hopeful-
ly they could come to know
me and learn there is no need
to fear. I could show them the
way to a safe and warm barn.
But I would have to be one of
them so they could see, hear
and understand. At that
moment the church bells
began to ring through the
crisp stillness and as he stood
there listening to the melody
of “O come all ye faithful” he
thought about how most peo-
ple, (including himself) are
generally afraid of God and
have a difficult time with
faith. Hmmm... so this is why
Christ came to earth… to
become like us. The man real-
ized the only way Jesus could
ever save anyone is when they
completely trust Him. Christ
had to somehow prove His
love and the cross became
that way. At that moment, the
man humbly sank to his knees
in the snow. 

This year, even in the hus-
tle and bustle of shopping and
parties, let us rejoice in the
real reason for the season.
From my family to yours, may
Christ be the center of your
holiday and have a very
Merry Christmas! 

Dr. Holland is a Christian
author, outreach minister and
community chaplain. Learn
more at billyhollandmin-
istries.com.

C h u r C h  N e w s   
Please send your church news and

photos to: editor@newsandpress.net

New Year’s Eve Sing
Oates Baptist Church, 3569 Oates

Highway Lamar, SC will have a New
Year’s Eve Sing on Sunday December
31st at 9 p.m. The Pine Ridge Singers
from Hartsville, and Southern
Redeemed from Florence will bring in
the New Year with praise and worship
music. Admission is free, and open to
everyone. If you have any questions you
may contact Pastor Gerald McAlister at
843-307-6203.

Watch Night
Cherry Grove Missionary Baptist

Church, 552 E. Billy Farrow Hwy in
Darlington, will have watch night serv-
ices on December 31, 2017 beginning at
10:30 p.m.

LIVE@CENTRAL! 
Mal Hyman, Professor of Sociology

at Coker College, will present an intro-
spective review of the assassination of

President John F. Kennedy on
November 22, 1963, in light of new
information released this past fall.
Professor Hyman is known nationally as
an expert on this persistent conun-
drum. Central member Zilphy DuRant
will have a set of complete Charlotte
Observer newspapers from the week of
the assassination on display as part of
the presentation. There will be a ques-
tions and answer opportunity. The free
public program will be held January 3
in Spears Fellowship Hall at Central
United Methodist Church on the corner
of West Cheves and South Irby streets in
downtown Florence beginning at 6:30
p.m. Dinner (optional) will be served at
5:15 p.m. The meal cost is $6.00 for
adults and $3.00 for children (12 and
under). Please call the church office at
843-662-3218 by noon on Jan. 2 if you
plan to attend dinner or need addition-
al information.

Choir Rehearsal
The Woman's Pee Dee District

Department District Woman’s Choir
Winter Summit Choir Rehearsal will be
held January 6. Practice will begin at 10
a.m. at the Savannah Grove Baptist

Church Music Room, 2620 Alligator
Road, Effingham.

Bible Conference
Pastor Andy Cook is coming to

Central Baptist Church, and he’s bring-
ing Israel with him. An experienced
Israel tour leader and author of multiple
books, Cook will take us on a virtual
tour of many biblical sites during a four-
day Bible conference. Starts January 7,
2018, at 10:30 am with evening sessions
at 7 p.m. Jan.7-10. Discover more at
experienceisraelnow.com/central.
Central Baptist is located at 512 Spring
Street, Darlington. For more informa-
tion, call 843-393-8581.

The Upper Room Holy Ghost
Mission

Sunday morning worship is at 11
a.m. Bible study Thursday night is at 7
p.m. at 109 Main St. in Darlington
Come worship under the leadership of
Pastor Warren D. Spearman. Call 843-
250-0418 for prayer.

Bible Study
Bible study at Mt.Zion Tabernacle

Believers Church 426 W. Broad St.
Darlington, on Tuesday nights at 6:00
p.m. Bible study led by Rev.Larry
Scipio. Contact Deacon Z.Frierson at
843-992-3158 or church 843-992-
8125. Come join us.

Covenant Baptist Church
Prayer Line

Anyone who needs prayer for heal-
ing and deliverance is welcome to call
the Covenant Baptist Church Prayer
Line at 843-393-8555. The prayer line is
open Tuesdays and Wednesdays from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Lawson Grove Baptist Church
3585 Lawson Grove Rd, Hartsville.

Sunday-- Church School at 9:45a.m.
and Worship Service at 10:45a.m.
Wednesday-- Prayer 6:30 p.m. Bible
study 7p.m.

Streaming Available at lawsongrove-
baptistchurch.com

Black Creek Baptist Church 
Black Creek Baptist Church, located

139 Mont Clare Road, Dovesville,
announces their hours: Sunday:  10
a.m. Sunday School, 11a.m. Worship

Services and 6 p.m. Evening Worship.
Wednesday: 6:30 Adult Bible Study;
Youth Bible Study, Children (Children
In Action) 7:30 Adult Choir Practice

Covenant Baptist Church 
Covenant Baptist Church, located

at 628 Pocket Road, announces their
hours: Sunday:  10 a.m. Sunday
School, 11a.m. Spoken Word
Service. Wednesday: 6 p.m. Bible
Study. Need a ride to church? Call
843-393-7872.

Mt. Zion Tabernacle
Ministries 

Mt. Zion Tabernacle Ministries
426 W. Broad St. in Darlington
announces their hours

1st/3rd Sunday Pastoral Sunday:
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. Church
Services 11:00 Elder M. Frierson
2nd/4th Sunday: Sunday School at
9:30 by Deacon Z. Frierson Service
at 11:00 a.m. Min.Gerald Green. The
community is invited to attend.
Come expecting to hear the anointed
Word. Contact Deacon.Z.Frierson
843-229-3158.

William M. Coxe, Jr. joins Greenwood Capital 



Centennial Farmers
Market

This market features fresh,
organic gourmet foods, free-
range eggs and homegrown,
healthy foods including home-
made breads and sweet treats
and as always, live music and
entertainment! Every
Thursday from 4 – 7 p.m.
Location: Corner of 5th St. and
Carolina Ave. in Hartsville.

Darlington Elks
Lodge 

Tuesdays: Swing/Shag
dance lessons, "New" line
dance lessons from 8-10 p.m.

Wednesdays: Karaoke from
8-10 p.m.

Thursdays: Bingo at 7:30
p.m.   

Darlington Elks Lodge is
located at 836 Timmonsville
Hwy. For more info: 843-393-
1451.

BNI
Meets each Tuesday at 7:30

am in the conference room of
the TB Thomas Sports Center,
701 W Washington St,
Hartsville.

Hartsville Kiwanis
Club

Thursdays at 12:15 p.m. at
the Hartsville Country Club

Hartsville Lions Club
Thursdays at 12:30 p.m. at

Mr. B's Restaurant

Hartsville Rotary
Club

Tuesdays at 12:30 p.m. at
Hartsville Country Club

Paws to Read
Paws to Read is a literacy

program where emerging and
reluctant readers can create
positive emotional connec-
tions with reading. Therapy
Dogs International with their
trainers come for one-on-one
reading sessions on the first
Saturday and third Tuesday of
each month at 12:30 pm. and
3 p.m. respectively at the
Darlington Library Branch.

Story Time 
Darlington: Thursdays at

10 a.m. Info: 398-4940 ext.
305. 

Hartsville: Tuesdays at 10
a.m. Info: 332-5115 ext. 7.

Society Hill: Thursdays at
11:00 a.m.  Info: 378-0026�

Lamar: Thursdays at 11:30
a.m. Info: 326-5524   

Library Programs
Teen Program - Mon at

5pm
After School Club - Tues. at

4pm 
Homeschool Hub - Wed. at

2pm  
Family Movie - Thurs. at

4pm  

Crochet & Knit
Clubs

Lamar: each Monday at
4:30 p.m. 326-5524 

Society Hill: each Friday
from 2-4 pm 378-0026 

Darlington: 2nd Friday of

the month 10 a.m. - noon
398-4940

Hartsville: “The Stitchers”
group meets the 1st  & 3rd
Mondays and 2nd & 4th
Thursdays at 5 pm.

Pee Dee SCORE 
Pee Dee SCORE (Service

Corps of Retired Executives)
offers Free confidential coun-
seling to America's small busi-
ness, serving Darlington,
Florence and surrounding
areas. Existing and start-up
businesses can schedule an
appointment by calling the
Hartsville Chamber of
Commerce at 843-332-6401.

Alcoholics
Anonymous 

Alcoholics Anonymous will
hold an open meeting of big
book and traditions studies
weekly at 8 p.m. Monday
nights at Trinity UMC on Pearl
Street. Use Orange Street
entrance. Info: 843-395-6897.

AA meets at the Hartsville
AA Hut, 310 S. McFarland
Street: 12 noon and 6 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday; 12 noon
and 8 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday,
Friday, Saturday; and 8pm
Sunday.

Al-Anon Meetings 
Al-Anon is a fellowship of

adult relatives and friends of
alcoholics for mutual support.
Visitors are welcome.
Childcare is not available. Al-
Anon meetings: 

Thursdays at 8p.m at the
Hartsville AA Hut, 310 S.
McFarland Street. Info: 843-
992-2981.

Free STEM Friday at
Girls University

For girls grades 5K - 8th
grade. The event is 100 per-
cent free and will take place
from 6:30 - 7:30 pm at the
Girls University Lab, 1249
Celebration Blvd. in Florence.
Girls will complete a variety
of Girls U signature STEM and
STEAM (science, technology,
engineering, arts and math)
enrichment activities. Each
month, there will be a differ-
ent activity. Only 20 slots
available so girls must be reg-
istered to attend. Register
online at https://free-fri-
days.eventbrite.com.

Hartsville Pilot Club
Fourth Monday each month

at 6 p.m. at their clubhouse
across from the Lawton Park
Tennis Courts

Hartsville
Toastmasters

2nd and 4th Monday each
month at 7 p.m. at the Black
Creek Arts Center

Darlington County
First Steps

2nd Tuesday each month at
5:30 pm in the Chamber of
Commerce Boardroom, 214 N
5th St, Hartsville.

DC Disabilities and
Special Needs Board

Holds monthly meetings on
the last Tuesday of each month
at 2 p.m. The public is wel-
come to come to the meetings.
The meetings are held at the
Scott Center 201 N. Damascus
Church Road in Hartsville.

Darlington Branch
NAACP

The Darlington Branch
NAACP meets on the second
Tuesday every month, 7:00
p.m. at 109 Pearl Street. New
members are always wel-
comed. For more information
contact President Anthony
Hall at 843-229-1274 or email
to
darlingtonnaacp@yahoo.com.
Please visit our Facebook page:
Darlingtonnaacp.

Darlington
Professional Women

Darlington Professional
Women (DPW) will meet on
the 3rd Wednesday of each
month at noon at the
Darlington Country Club. DPW
is an association for local busi-
nesswomen to share lunch,
enjoy a presentation and net-
work. 

Historical
Commission Meeting

1st Thursday of the month,
10 a.m. at the Historical
Commission, 204 Hewitt St.,
Darlington.

Darlington County
Coordinating Council 

The first Friday of every
month at 11:30. Alternating
months between Carolina

Pines in Hartsville and
Medford Nursing Center in
Darlington. 

Darlington Library
Needle Nuts - 2nd Fri. each

month
Book Club - 3rd Sat. of each

month

Yoga for Beginners
Yoga will be held at the

Darlington Library the 1st and
3rd Saturday each month from
12:30-2 p.m.

Book Club
The Darlington Library

Book Club meets the 3rd
Saturday of each month 12pm-
1 p.m. Stop by the library to
pick up each month's selection. 

Winter Ice Skating
Public ice skating at the

Florence Civic Center is back
through January 1, 2018! Just
in time too for a wonderful
winter season of family,
friends, fun, and ice-skating.
All public ice skating sessions
are two hours. The cost for
adults is $9; children under 12
are $7. Skate rental is $3, but
you are welcome to bring your
own. Please visit www.flo-
renceciviccenter.com for a
complete schedule of days and
times.

Darlington City
Council Meeting
The Darlington City

Council will hold their
monthly meeting Jan. 2 at
6:30 p.m. in the City of
Darlington Council Chambers
at City Hall, located at 400
Pearl Street.

Darlington County
Board of Education 

The Darlington County
School District Board of
Education will meet at 6 p.m.
Jan. 8 in the Training Room
of the Administrative Office
located at 120 E. Smith
Avenue in Darlington.

Lamar Town
Council 

Lamar Town Council will
meet at 5 p.m. Jan. 8 at town
hall.

Hartsville City
Council Meeting
City Council holds their

regular council meeting
January 9 at 5:30 p.m. in
Council Chambers, found on
the first floor of City Hall,
100 E. Carolina Ave.

Society Hill Town
Council Meeting
The Society Hill Town

Council will hold their
monthly meeting Jan 9. All
monthly meetings will be
held at 6:30 p.m. at Town
Hall of Society Hill 280 South
Main Street.

Parkinson's
Support Group

A meeting of the Florence
area Parkinson's Disease
Support Group will be held
January 9, from 5:30 to 6:30
p.m. at 121 E. Cedar Street,
Florence.   Kitty Weaver,
Director of Palliative Care,
Agape Hospice, will speak on
“What Is Palliative Care and

Its Benefits.”  Meetings are
open to people with
Parkinson's, caregivers, fami-
ly, and friends.  For more
information call 843-673-
0854 or email
haybrton@gmail.com.

Free to Be Me
Workshop

The Free to Be Me work-
shop, January 20, from 9 a.m.
- 3 p.m. is a transition-
focused workshop for young
adults ages 12 and up with
disabilities and their par-
ents/guardians. The par-
ents/guardians and young
adult attend the learning ses-
sions together to develop a
transition plan, which
includes the school transition
process, life goals, employ-
ment goals, self-determina-
tion skills and self-advocacy
development.
Parents/guardians will also
learn about alternatives to
guardianship and how to
encourage and support their
young adult’s independence.
A light lunch will be provid-
ed. This event is free and
open to the public. To regis-
ter, visit
fs27.formsite.com/all4autism
/form31/index.html.

Economic
Development

Update Luncheon
The Economic

Development Update
Luncheon will be held at the
Hartsville Country Club on
January 31. Lunch will be
available at 11:30 a.m. with
the program promptly begin-
ning at 12:15 p.m. Frank
Willis of Darlington County
Economic Development and
Ronald Carter of the North
Eastern Strategic Alliance will
update members on activity
in our county and region. The
SC Department of
Commerce’s Deputy Director
for Global Business
Development Mandy Brawley
will deliver the keynote
address.

Golden Readers at
the Florence Little

Theatre
A delightful afternoon of

“readers theatre.” Enjoy Wit
and Wisdom - a collection of
humorous stories plus the
radio play Spring Cleaning
from Our Miss Brooks on Feb.
4, 2018. This free show is
directed by Rebecca Sowell.
Tickets are required as seat-
ing is assigned.
Recommended age for the
show is 13 or older. Check
their Facebook page or call
843-662-3731 for ticket avail-
ability.

Darlington City
Council Meeting
The Darlington City

Council will hold their
monthly meeting Feb. 6 at
6:30 p.m. in the City of
Darlington Council Chambers
at City Hall, located at 400
Pearl Street.

Darlington County
Board of Education 

The Darlington County
School District Board of
Education will meet at 6 p.m.
Feb. 12 in the Training Room
of the Administrative Office
located at 120 E. Smith
Avenue in Darlington.

Lamar Town
Council 

Lamar Town Council will
meet at 5 p.m. Feb. 12 at
town hall.

Hartsville City
Council Meeting
City Council holds their

regular council meeting Feb.
13 at 5:30 p.m. in Council
Chambers, found on the first
floor of City Hall, 100 E.
Carolina Ave.

Society Hill Town
Council Meeting
The Society Hill Town

Council will hold their month-
ly meeting Feb. 13. All month-
ly meetings will be held at
6:30 p.m. at Town Hall of
Society Hill 280 South Main
Street.

Coker College
Faculty and Guest

Artist Dance
Concert

The Coker College Faculty
and Guest Artist Dance
Concert is February 22 & 23
at 7:30 p.m. and February 24
at 3 p.m. in the Watson
Theater of the Elizabeth
Boatwright Coker Performing
Arts Center. This performance
features choreography of the
Coker Dance Program faculty
as well as Guest Artists.
Tickets are free with a Coker
ID, $5 for students/seniors,
and $10 for adults.

Darlington City
Council Meeting

The Darlington City Council
will hold their monthly meeting
March 6 at 6:30 p.m. in the City
of Darlington Council Chambers
at City Hall, located at 400 Pearl
Street.

Darlington County
Board of Education 

The Darlington County
School District Board of
Education will meet at 6 p.m.
March 12 in the Training Room
of the Administrative Office
located at 120 E. Smith Avenue
in Darlington.

Lamar Town Council 
Lamar Town Council will

meet at 5 p.m. March 12 at
town hall.

Hartsville City
Council Meeting

City Council holds their reg-
ular council meeting March 13
at 5:30 p.m. in Council
Chambers, found on the first
floor of City Hall, 100 E.
Carolina Ave.

Society Hill Town
Council Meeting

The Society Hill Town
Council will hold their monthly
meeting March 13. All monthly
meetings will be held at 6:30
p.m. at Town Hall of Society Hill
280 South Main Street.

Kalmia Gardens
Oyster Roast

The annual Kalmia Gardens
Oyster Roast will be held March
17 from 4 to 7 p.m. at Kalmia
Gardens, 1624 W. Carolina
Ave. Come enjoy SC Oysters,
libations, appetizers, and
music. This is a great event
that supports the Gardens.
For more information, visit
Kalmiagardens.org or call
843-383-8145.

If you have lost or found a pet, go online to www.darlingtonhumane.org and click on the
link Lost/ Found Pets. You will be directed to the www.thelostpets.com Web site where
you can register your missing pet. 

You will be able to provide a detailed description of your missing pet, as well as attach a photo.
Upon registering your lost pet, an e-mail alert will be sent to the Darlington Shelter’s e-mail
address. This will allow the Shelter staff to recognize your lost pet should it arrive at the facility.

Cute as a button!  Claire is so cute that it's almost crim-
inal.  All dressed up in her sleek red jacket, Claire is
one of the happiest little ladies here at the shelter.  A
great pick should you have other dogs in your home
who need a new friend, Claire has never met a stranger
and loves being involved in whatever activities you
may have planned for the day.   Stop by today and ask
for Claire! 1 yr old; lab/bully mix; female

Loves Everyone!  Donald is ready to head home for the
holidays. At just 6 months of age, Donald is already
crate trained, almost 100 percent house trained and
boy does he love to run and play with other dogs.   A
happy and buoyant fellow, Donald is your go-to pup if
you're looking for a loyal full time four-legged compan-
ion to ring in the New Year!  6 months old; hound/ter-
rier mix; male

Have you lost or found a pet?
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The Darlington County Humane Society is located 0.5 miles
from Darlington Raceway off Highway 151 in Darlington.
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City of Darlington 2018 Meeting Schedule
City Council: 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, January 2, February 6, March
6, April 3, May 1, June 5, July 10, August 7, September 4, Octo-
ber 2, November 6, and December 4

Beautification Board: 5 p.m. on the third Wednesday of the
month with no meeting in July or December. Dates are January
17, February 21, March 21, April 18, May 23*, June 20, Au-
gust 15, September 19, October 17, and November 21

Board of Zoning Appeals: 5:30 p.m. Mondays on an as-
needed basis

Historic Landmarks Commission: 5:30 p.m. Monday, Febru-
ary 5, May 7, August 6, and November 5

Planning Commission: 9 a.m. on the third Tuesday every
other month, January 16, March 20, May 15, July 17, Septem-
ber 18, and November 13 at the Darlington Library, 204 N.
Main St.

Design Review Board:Meets on an as-needed basis, coordi-
nated through the Codes Enforcement Office

Tree Board: 5:30 p.m. Monday, February 26, May 21, July
30, and October 29 or on an as-needed basis

Williamson Park Committee: 5:30 p.m. on the second Tues-
day of the month, January  9, February 13, March 13, April 10,
May 8, June 12, July 10, August 14, September 11, October 9,
November 13, and December 11 at Harmon Baldwin Recre-
ation Center, 300 Sanders St.

*Joint Board Meeting of All City Boards: Tuesday, Oct. 16,
at 6 p.m., scheduled by the Planning Commission. 

Unless otherwise noted, these meetings take place in the old
Council Chambers at City Hall, 400 Pearl St. 

For information, call 843-398-4000x103 or
email darlingtonplanner@gmail.com

Family fun and a house made of sweets
Kids of all ages enjoyed a

fun and delicious holiday tra-
dition as the Darlington
Library hosted a gingerbread
house workshop on Sunday,
December 17. For just $20,
guests received all the ingre-
dients to construct their own
holiday-themed cottage, with
icing and candies and yummy
homemade gingerbread.

“Most people don't bake
their own gingerbread or
make their own houses any-
more. It's becoming a lost art,”
said library volunteer Desi
Conrad, who baked and hand-
cut all the gingerbread house
components and provided a
wide variety of gummies,
marshmallows, and candy
decorations.

“Everything is edible and is
meant to be eaten and
enjoyed. The icing, the deco-
rations – there's nothing going
on these houses that, if they
mess up, they can't just pick
up those pieces and pop them
in their mouth,” said Conrad.
“That's the whole point,
though, to sit with friends and

family and loved ones and do
something that's a little bit
messy. The house is probably
going to fall down and you'll
get icing everywhere, but
you'll enjoy yourself! A lot of
people lose that this time of
year because they're so busy,
they're going so fast that they
miss out on things like this
that make the holidays so
great.”

Darlington Library branch
manager Gwen Robinson said
the gingerbread house work-
shop drew a diverse crowd of
youngsters and seniors, and
she's hoping to establish more
family activities that will
bring generations together for
learning and fun at the
library. 

To learn about the latest
programs and activities at
your local branch of the
Darlington County Library
System, visit them on
Facebook or on their website
at www.darlington-lib.org.

Photos by Samantha Lyles

Cain Elementary students present Christmas program
On December 7, students at

Cain Elementary School got
into the Christmas spirit with
their annual music program.
Parents and siblings crowded
into the school’s cafeteria
armed with camera phones to
record their kids singing and

dancing to festive songs. The
students played handbells and
tambourines, wearing red and
white Santa hats and reindeer
ears, decked out in their holi-
day best.

Photos by Melissa Rollins



By Drake Horton
Contributing Writer

Behind Jalian Smith’s 19
points, the Darlington Falcons
obliterated the Central Eagles
and claimed the inaugural
Darlington Falcons Holiday
Tournament championship
this past Tuesday, December
20.

Smith, a member of the all-
tournament team and the
tournament’s MVP, kicked the
game off with a three-pointer
from the top of the key and
from there it was business as
usual as the Falcons never
trailed in the game, cruising
to a 93-50 victory.

Out of the gate Darlington
showed it was by far the supe-
rior team, opening the game
on a 9-2 run and adding an
11-2 run midway through the
opening period.

The Falcons were sluggish
to start the second quarter,
but while the start was weak
the finish was strong and
Darlington went into the lock-
er room up 44-27 after closing
out the second quarter scoring
eight of the final 10 points of
the period.

With a 17 point lead to
start the third quarter there
was little doubt that
Darlington would go on to
win, but if there was that put
to rest as the Falcons came out
blistering in the third quarter.

“We wanted to keep our
tempo as fast as we can, we
didn’t think they could keep

up with it,” Darlington boys’
head coach Ken Howle said.

Led by Kris’shawn
Hickman, Darlington’s other
all-tournament team member,
the Falcons busted the game
wide open in the third quar-
ter, opening the period on a
17-0 run to increase the lead
to 34. During the run
Hickman scored eight of the
17 points, including two field
goals from long distance.

And while the Falcons were
soaring on offense, the Eagles
never left their nest. Central

did not score its first points of
the second half until the 4:43
mark in the third period and
only scored seven points total
in the quarter; two field goals
and three free throws.

By the time the run was
over Darlington, just like it did
back on December 12 against
Lamar, began to empty its
bench, allowing others to gain
more valuable experience that
helps build depth for later in
the season.

“Our guys are playing hard,
sharing the basketball and we

are building our depth,”
Howle said. “We have some
injuries that we have to deal
with right now. Tre’Quan has
an ankle, Rodney has a foot
problem and Chubby
(Javorius Williams) came
down with an ankle so we
have some issues so we are
going to have to give them
some time off.”

Darlington now looks to
win its second holiday tourna-
ment of the year as it gets
ready to play in this week’s
Pepsi Carolina Classic; hosted

at West Florence December
26-29. 

“I certainly hope it gives us
some momentum going into
the Pepsi Tournament this
week,” Howle said.

Tournament Recap
In the opening game of the

inaugural four-team tourna-
ment, the Falcons defeated
the Latta Vikings by a score
80-53. 

Latta jumped on the
Falcons 16-12 by the end of
the first quarter, but an 11-
point advantage in the second

and 17-point advantage in the
third helped Darlington put
the game out of reach.

Smith was the Falcons
leading scorer in the game
with 17 points.

Little Caesars
Invitational

While the Falcons were
doing their thing at home, the
Lady Falcons were in South
Florence participating in the
Little Caesars Invitational.

As the defending champi-
ons of the tournament the
Lady Falcons went in with
high expectations, but a bad
draw in the opening round
against Sumter put them
behind the eight ball and
instead they ended up playing
Cheraw for fifth place.

But despite the disappoint-
ment, the Lady Falcons did
not let the questionable seed-
ing or opening night loss
derail the tournament for
them as they rebounded beat-
ing Cheraw 66-29 this past
Wednesday.

Prior to the win over
Cheraw, the Lady Falcons
defeated Lamar 36-18. It is the
third time Darlington has beat
the Lady Silver Foxes this sea-
son.

Darlington’s only loss in
the tournament came at the
hands of Sumter by a score of
40-27 on the opening night.

The Lady Falcons are now
9-4 overall after the comple-
tion of the Little Caesars
Invitational.
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By Drake Horton
Contributing Writer

Could this be the year that
Michael Hamlin and his Lamar
Silver Foxes basketball team get
over the hump? It is definitely
shaping up that way.

For a sports team that plays
second fiddle to football and
baseball, it might be consider a
challenge to find kids willing to
play a sport that does not gar-
ner attention like the other
two.

That does not seem to be the
case for Hamlin, however, as he
sees plenty of energy from his
team this year. He has them
inspired this season to make
basketball become popular at
Lamar and his formula on how
to do it is pretty simple: get the
players to love the game.

“Get them to love the game,
have fun while they are playing
the game, they can make that
difference, they can make bas-
ketball popular at Lamar,”
Hamlin said.

Coaching a sports team at
the 1A level in high school is a
bit different from the other
classifications, especially from

the bigger ones like 3A, 4A and
5A and the reason for that is
the number issues when it
comes to players.

Having such a small student
population and with the foot-
ball team in the playoffs,
Hamlin was missing seven cur-
rent members of his basketball
team including top returner
Jeblonski Green when prac-
tices started.

While most coaches would
find this situation frustrating,
Hamlin saw it as a blessing in
disguise because it allowed him
to build better depth for the
upcoming season.

“There is at least three that I
believe will give us a lot of valu-
able minutes, might even being
pushing some of the ones for
starting positions. I see some
good things, I really do, but I
think our JV program will be
good also because the ones that
aren’t quite ready yet, I get
another year of JV because they
are sophomores.”

Despite having only two sen-
iors, this Lamar team is still
very experienced as it is heavy
with juniors. That experience
has allowed the absence of

players to not slow Hamlin or
the other Silver Foxes down as
they prepared for the season.  

“We are trying to learn the
system, we are running the
plays, learning their positions
and do the things they are good
at,” Hamlin said. “I’m trying to
get them in shape right now.
It’s all about being in shape.”

Once the team was com-
plete, Hamlin’s process of tran-
sitioning players into the rota-
tion was very smooth; by the
time region play starts the team
should be gelled together.

“I think it will be kind of a
quick flow,” Hamlin said. “I
really think we will start gelling
the first of January. When
Christmas break ends then we
will start working on some
things, the little things we got
with the new system we put in.
I’m trying to run my system
according to the talent we
have. So I think after Christmas
break we will start gelling.”

One of the main reasons for
him believing this is because
Green, who is his top returning
player, has an extremely high
basketball IQ and displays
great leadership capabilities.

“He brings a lot of leader-
ship, he hits the boards good
and he is fundamentally
sound,” Hamlin said. “His IQ is
real high for basketball. I’m
thinking he can get us over the
edge. He is the player we need
to get us going.”

This year Hamlin is tweak-
ing his system so that his team
is playing faster, scoring in
transition so that he can opti-
mize the speed he has on his
team.

“I’m playing a little faster,”
Hamlin said. “I have a couple of
quicker guys, we going to try to
push the tempo.”

This new system, this new
energy and most importantly
this collection of players, which
Hamlin describes as scrappy,
has him very confident going
into the season.

“I think this year we are
region contenders,” Hamlin
said. “I look for us to be push-
ing Lewisville for that top
spot.”

Maybe by the end of the sea-
son Lamar’s boys’ basketball
program will become the talk
of the town.

Can Lamar become a basketball school?

The Coker wrestling team
finished up their 2017 home
stretch, Dec. 13 against the
Knights of St. Andrews
University. The Navy and
Gold dominated in their 46-3
victory, and now stand at 5-3
on the season.

Chris Navarro started the
night off with a high scoring
decision in the 125 pound
weight class over his oppo-
nent, 23-16. Diamonte Perry
followed suit with a 7-2 deci-
sion. Noah Kile accepted the
forfeit in his match against
the Knights, with no oppo-
nent coming to face him on
the mat. Kyle Ocker was the
beginning of five straight
Coker pins that included falls
from Bret Shurina, Ian
Maund, Jordon Garlow, and
Luis Peguero. Ocker high-
lighted the five-pin streak
when he locked up a tight
cradle to earn the fall after
trailing 2-0.

Garlow's tenth fall of the
season has tied him for first
all-time in Cobra history in
pins with 19. Rounding out
the match was Robert
Parland's 16-7 major deci-
sion. This victory ties him for
second all-time at Coker with
56 career wins.

The Cobras hit the road,
heading to the University of
Indianapolis to battle at the
Midwest Classic on Saturday
(Dec. 16) and Sunday (Dec.
17). The tournament is
scheduled to begin at 10:00
a.m. each day.

125: Chris Navarro
(COCO) over William Adame
(SAU) (Dec 23-16)

133: Diamonte Perry
(COCO) over Brennan Patton
(SAU) (Dec 7-2)

141: Noah Kile (COCO)
over (SAU) (For.)

149: Noah Walker (SAU)
over Taylor Catoe (COCO)
(Dec 7-6)

157: Kyle Ocker (COCO)
over Chase Payne (SAU) (Fall
3:36)

165: Bret Shurina (COCO)
over Nick Pruitte (SAU) (Fall
0:57)

174: Ian Maund (COCO)
over Michael Nelson (SAU)
(Fall 4:24)

184: Jordon Garlow
(COCO) over Kavoris Perry
(SAU) (Fall 2:19)

197: Luis Peguero (COCO)
over Argie Burnette (SAU)
(Fall 3:00)

285: Robert Parland
(COCO) over Tyler Evers
(SAU) (MD 16-7)

GREENEVILLE, TENN. – The
Coker College men's basketball
team knocked off the Tusculum
College Pioneers 100-97 in an
overtime thriller, Dec. 13 in con-
ference play. Donte Samuels
drained a three-pointer with .04
seconds remaining in overtime
for the Coker victory. 

The Cobras started the con-
test slow and trailed the
Pioneers by 12 points at the
9:29 mark of the first half. Next,
the Navy and Gold went on to
outscore Tusculum 24-12 for
the remainder of the half and
headed into halftime knotted up
at 36. LaDarius Williams played
a vital role during the run,
knocking down nine of the
Cobras 24 points. 

The beginning of the second
half had Coker string together a
7-2 run for a 43-38 lead thanks
to a layup and three ball from
Khalil Halls and a jumper by
Samuels. Tusculum answered
the Coker run by outscoring the
Cobras 20-6 to regain a 59-51
lead with ten minutes remain-
ing. 

Trailing 80-78, a layup from
Williams evened the game at
80. Following the Williams
layup, Demarco Jackson hus-

tled for a steal to give Coker a
much-needed offensive posses-
sion, and Williams found Jake
Barrett for the 82-80 Coker
lead. 

Both squads exchanged
scores down the stretch until
Tusculum held a slim 85-84
advantage over Coker. With just
four seconds remaining in regu-
lation, Williams drew a foul and
drained one of two free throw
attempts to even the score at 85
apiece to send the game into
overtime. 

In overtime, Halls drained a
crucial three-pointer to give
Coker a 96-94 lead. Moments
later, Barrett drew a foul and
made one of two free throws to
give the Cobras a three-point
advantage with 19 seconds
remaining. Tusculum answered
once again by drawing a foul
from beyond the three-point
arch. The Pioneers went on to
drain all three free throws and
evened the score at 97. The
Navy and Gold stormed the
court with seconds remaining
and received a clutch three-
point shot from Samuels with
.04 seconds remaining for the
thrilling 100-97 overtime victo-
ry. 

MONTPELIER, VT -
LifeChanger of the Year, a
national program that rec-
ognizes and rewards K-12
teachers and school employ-
ees, has launched its annual
‘Give the Gift of
Appreciation’ holiday cam-
paign for 2017.

Sponsored by the
National Life Group
Foundation, LifeChanger of
the Year celebrates educa-
tors and school employees
who are making a signifi-
cant difference in the lives
of students by exemplifying
excellence, positive influ-
ence and leadership.

Nominations are now
being accepted online at
Lifechangeroftheyear.com.
Anyone can nominate a
teacher or school employee
they feel meets the program
criteria and deserves thanks
and recognition. Each nomi-
nee receives the following:

• A holiday picture
frame with a personal mes-
sage from the nominator

• A unique profile of
the nominee on the
LifeChanger of the Year
website

• A congratulatory
certificate & poster sent to

the nominee’s school
• A chance to win a

trip to Bermuda for two
with airfare, hotel and other
amenities 

• A chance to win one
of 16 cash prizes, including
a $10,000 Grand Prize (All
prize money is shared equal-
ly with the winner’s school)

Winners will be selected
at the beginning of 2018 by
a national selection commit-
tee, comprised of past win-
ners and education profes-
sionals.

In Spring 2018, cash
prizes will be awarded to
the Top 15 LifeChanger of
the Year winners during sur-
prise ceremonies at their
schools. The top five final-
ists will be f lown to the
National LifeChanger of the
Year Grand Prize Ceremony,
which will be held in May
2018 in Bermuda.

To give the gift recogni-
tion and appreciation to a
teacher or school employee
this holiday season, visit
www.lifechangeroftheyear.c
om to complete the brief
online nomination form.

Nominations close on
December 31st.

Cobras overpower Knights
in convincing fashion

Samuels last second three-
pointer knocks 
off Tusculum 

‘Lifechanger of the Year’
nomination period open

CONTACT US TODAY

Looking for a
new career for
the New Year?
Currently Hiring Statewide:

• Correctional
Of?cers

• RN’s and LPN’s
• Mental Health
Techs

• Grounds
Maintenance

• Facilities
Management

• Teachers
• Chaplains
• Trades
Specialists

803-734-JOBS • www.doc.sc.gov
SP45692

Falcons soar past Eagles to claim 
tournament championship



On the morning of Saturday,
December 16, during its 2017
winter commencement ceremo-
ny, Coker College conferred
bachelor’s degrees on 54 gradu-
ates and master’s degrees on 19
graduates.

“This morning we mark an
important milestone in the lives
of our graduates as they
become members of the 109th
graduating class of Coker
College,” said Coker College
President Robert Wyatt. “As we
watch you graduate this morn-
ing and look forward to follow-
ing your careers, be assured we
will be seeking ways to leverage
all of the experiences of 2017 to
develop the new programs and
opportunities that future Coker
students will require.”

The ceremony was held at 8
a.m. in the Harris E. and Louise
H. DeLoach Center. James W.
Roquemore, Chairman of the
Board and CEO of Patten Seed
Company, Inc., and General
Manager of Super-
Sod/Carolina, presented the
commencement address and
received an honorary doctor of
humane letters degree.  

Roquemore urged graduates
to be solution-oriented. 

He said, “I think there are
two types of people in the

world––those who are solution-
oriented and those who are
problem-oriented. Problem-ori-
ented folks come up with all
kinds of problems...Hardly ever
do they offer a solution. All they
do is complain and
grumble...Solution-oriented
folks come with answers and
solutions. They identify weak-
nesses and they take corrective
action. Their goal is to improve
the situation, to move the ball
forward...Solution-oriented
people tend to set goals. They
work well with other people.
They tend to find the right
answer. They tend not to care
who gets the credit; they get the
job done. Be that solution-ori-

ented person and you’re likely
to be a success.”  

Roquemore serves as
Chairman of the Board and
CEO of Patten Seed Company,
Inc., in Orangeburg, South
Carolina. He also serves as
General Manager of Super Sod-
Carolina, a company that pro-
duces and markets turf grass,
sod and seed. He is a Director of
South State Bank, N.A., and
South State Corporation (for-
merly South Carolina Bank and
Trust, N.A., and SCBT Financial
Corporation, respectively) since
1994. He has also been a
Director of SCANA Corporation
since 2007 and also serves as
Chairman of South Carolina

Conservation Bank.
Roquemore has served on

the Southeast Region and
National boards of the Boy
Scouts of America and as a Co-
Chairman of South Carolina’s
Council on Competitiveness
(formerly known as New
Carolina). Roquemore has also
served as the past President of
the Palmetto Agribusiness
Council.

Roquemore has received
numerous honors and awards
throughout his career, including
the Governor’s Order of the
Palmetto, the South Carolina
Ambassador for Economic
Development, Orangeburg
Citizen of the Year, and the
Silver Beaver by the Boy Scouts
of America. In March 2018,
Roquemore will be inducted
into the South Carolina
Business Hall of Fame in a cere-
mony in Columbia, S.C. From
2002-2007, Roquemore served
on the Coker College Board of
Trustees. 

“Persistence will drive suc-
cess,” Roquemore said. “Never
give up.”

Brittany Cheek ‘20 presented
the 2017 Adjunct Professor of
the Year award to Wanda
Hodge, adjunct professor of
mathematics. 

The inaugural class of Francis Marion University’s Physician Assistant program gathered at
Chapman Auditorium Dec. 1 for a White Coat ceremony.

The ceremony is a tradition for PA students as they near the end of the didactic portion of
their education. Following more than a year of non-stop classroom work, they receive white
coats as they prepare to head into the field for their clinical rotations. FMU’s 32-person class is
set to graduate next winter.

The program, which launched in the fall of 2016, is now accepting applications for its second
class in August 2018. The application period is open through March 1, 2018. For more informa-
tion, visit www.fmarion.edu/healthsciences/paprogram/ or call 843-661-1659.
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WORD SEARCH

CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1. Sharp pain
5. Military hats
11. Software app on
a network (abbr.)
14. Genus of fresh-
water mussels
15. Continent
16. Afghani mone-
tary unit
17. Recovered
19. Ribonucleic acid
20. Refers to end of
small intestine
21. Ethiopia’s
largest lake
22. Hostelry
23. Defunct
American automak-
er
25. Denotes origin
by birth or descent
27. Part of a watch
31. Stare with
mouth open wide
34. Found in gran-
ite
35. Competing
38. Stone film “__
Given Sunday”
39. Junction
between two nerve
cells
41. Greek goddess
of the dawn
42. Fight
44. Thin, narrow
piece of wood or
metal
45. Ribosomal
ribonucleic acid
46. Type of kitchen-

ware
49. Specialty of The
Onion
51. Major Mexican
river
55. Kilometers per
hour
56. Species of
mackerel
60. Bones
61. Interest rate
62. New York Mets
legend
64. 19th letter of
Greek alphabet
65. Shawl
66. Gracefully thin
67. Type of decidu-
ous tree
68. Not classy
69. Taro corm or
plant

DOWN
1. Jewish festival
2. Anoint
3. More pleasant
4. Type pf painting
5. Witness
6. Harm
7. Builder of
Arantea (Greek
myth.)
8. City in India
9. Used to unlock
cans
10. Induces sleep
11. More bouncy
12. A branch of
Islam
13. White (French)
18. Legal term

24. Covered with
frost
26. Hengyang
Nanyue Airport
28. Wash
29. Disorder of the
scalp
30. North American
tree
31. Helps cars run
32. Mandela’s party
33. Aromatic plant
of the daisy family
36. Negative
37. College student
educator (abbr.)
39. Most rare
40. Harm with a
knife
43. Folk singer
DiFranco
45. Return to
47. One who repairs
48. Eastern England
river
49. Hockey players
need two
50. Dismay
52. Rebuke
53. Plant of the
arum family
54. Fish genus
57. Plant of the mal-
low family
58. Amounts of
time
59. 11th letter of
the Hebrew alpha-
bet
63. One of
Napoleon’s generals

Answers on 11

BRAIN
BUSINESS
CAREER
CLEANING
CLUTTER
CONCENTRA-
TION
CONFIDENCE
DEBT
DIETING
DONATION
EDUCATION
EXPLORATION

FINANCES
FITNESS
FOODS
FRIENDS
GIVING
HABITS
HAPPINESS
HEALTHY
LIBRARY
MASSAGE
MEDITATE
ORGANIZE
PROCRASTINA-

TION
RAISE
READING
RELATIONSHIP
RESOLUTION
RESUME
SALARY
SHAPE
SOCIALIZE
STRESS
TRAVEL
WORKOUT

445-9921
800-NEXT-WINDOW

Call Today
for a FREE 
Estimate

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT
131 Causey Street Myrtle Beach, SC

www.windowworldofmyrtlebeach.com

“Simply the Best for Less”

™

(843) 445 - 9921

Matthews of Hartsville
completes Doctor of

Chiropractic Program 
SPARTANBURG, -- Renee

Matthews of Hartsville, received
her doctor of chiropractic degree
from Sherman College of
Chiropractic in Spartanburg, at
the 132nd Commencement
Program on Saturday, December
16, 2017. The commencement
address was given by Kevin
Power, D.C., assistant professor
of clinical sciences and Student
Clinic faculty doctor at
Sherman College. Jim Dubel,
M.S., D.C., of Middletown, NJ,
delivered the charge to the
graduates. The doctor of chiro-
practic program at Sherman
College requires students to
complete approximately 4,600
hours (14 quarters) of class-
room and laboratory study and
also includes an internship in
the college's on-campus
Chiropractic Health Center.

Sherman College of
Chiropractic provides students
with a comprehensive educa-
tion, preparing them to enter
the field as doctors of chiro-
practic who are highly skilled,
compassionate, ethical and
successful. The college's on-
campus Health Center, where
senior students intern under
licensed doctors of chiroprac-
tic, provides quality and afford-
able chiropractic care to the
local community with nearly
35,000 visits each year. 

GREENVILLE-- The follow-
ing Bob Jones University stu-
dents were named to the
President's List for high aca-
demic achievement during the
Fall 2017 semester.

To qualify for the
President's List, students must
earn a 3.75 or higher grade
point average for the semester

• Brooke Hummel, a
Senior Fashion Design major
from Florence

• Kaitlyn Hummel, a
Senior Exercise Science major
from Florence

• Meagan Hummel, a
Senior Exercise Science major
from Florence

• Kimberly Windham, a
Junior Music Education major
from Darlington

Located in Greenville,
South Carolina, Bob Jones
University provides an out-
standing regionally accredited
Christian liberal arts education
purposely designed to inspire a
lifelong pursuit of learning,
loving and leading.

Bob Jones University
students named to

President's List

Francis Marion's PA's gather for 
White Coat ceremony

B a c k y a r d
S t a r g a z e r

By Francis Parnell

HAPPY
NEW
YEAR!  It's
January,
and we're
about to
get a case
of the
"Blues."
That's because there are two
Full Moons this month; the
second is a "Blue" Moon!
Since this is a "Blue" Moon
year, 2018 will have 13 Full
Moons!  And an even bigger
surprise for us sky watchers.
Including the "Super Moon"
in December, both Full
Moons this month are "Super
Moons!!  Three in a row!  

On the 1st, the Full Super
Moon is at "Perigee", closest
to Earth for 2018 at 221,557
miles.  

On the 3rd at 1 a.m. ,
Earth will be at Perihelion,
the closest this year at
91,401,983 million miles
from the Sun.

On the night of the
4th/5th, the waning gibbous
Moon will pass less than 1-

degree north of "Regulus",
the brightest star in LEO, the
Lion.

An hour before sunrise on
the 11th, the waning crescent
Moon is upper right of red-
dish Mars and yellow Jupiter.
Brilliant Jupiter is 20 times
brighter than Mars.

Thirty minutes before sun-
rise on the 13th, yellowish
Mercury is less than one-half
degree to the upper left of
dimmer Saturn.  The waning
crescent Moon is 6-degrees
upper right of both planets.

At dawn on the 15th, the
thin sliver of the waning cres-
cent Moon joins Mercury and
Saturn in forming a striking
compact triangle.  Binoculars
will give a neat view of this
celestial show!  

On the 30th, the Moon is
again at "Perigee" at 223,066
miles; watch this one too!  If
you're an early riser, the
Super "Blue" Moon on the
morning of the 31st, just
before moonset, will be par-
tially eclipsed for us on the
east coast.  It will be totally
eclipsed for the western part
of the country.    

What makes astronomy so
fascinating, intriguing, and
fun?  For me, the late Prof.

Carl Sagan said it best: "The
nitrogen in our DNA, the cal-
cium in our teeth, the iron in
our blood, the carbon in our
apple pies were made in the
interiors of collapsing stars.
We are made of Star Stuff."
Astronomy keeps me connect-
ed to the Universe - our real
home.  And it is a large home;
92-billion light-years in diam-
eter!  The word "insignificant"
comes to mind.

My New Years Resolution
(and you're invited to help) is
to stay active trying to reduce
light pollution so we can see
lots more stars and the Milky
Way as we "Keep looking up!"

Francis Parnell of
Darlington has been an ama-
teur astronomer for over 46
years, and was on the staff
and helped out at the Francis
Marion University
Observatory from 1982 until
2006 by showing visitors
"what's out there."  With the
help of a friend, Mr. Ernest
Lowry, he built his own tele-
scope in 1986.  And, because
of light pollution, for the last
31 years he has been advocat-
ing for the advantages of
using fully-shielded lighting
at night.

Coker College celebrates 
Winter 2017 Commencement



Editor’s note: The booking
report represents a list of persons
arrested given to the media from
the W. Glenn Campbell
Detention Center under the S.C.
Freedom of Information Act. 

All people are presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty. Please
be advised there are many people
with similar names.

If listed here erroneously,
please contact the detention cen-
ter, which will send us any cor-
rections. If a person is found not
guilty in a court of law, that per-
son may have that printed here
as well by providing court docu-
ments to us to that effect.

l Quintrell A Causer, 19, of
326 Orange Street, Darlington,
Shoplifting <$2000

l Charles Edward Dubose,
23, of 116 Gandy St,
Darlington, DUI 10 1st

Offense; Poss 28G or Less
Marij/10G or Less Hash 1st

l Amoni Szairehelaine
Harkless, 19, of 1301 S Fifth St,
Hartsville, Shoplifting <$2000

l Charles Logan Jordan, 25,
of 602 Billy Farrow Hwy,
Darlington, Sentenced by
Circuit Court

l Understanding Marshal,
34, of 2045 Harry Byrd Hwy,
Darlington, Shoplifting >3rd
or Sub

l Gary Bernard Nelson, 46,
of 121 Academy Street,
Bishopville, Forgery Less Than
$10,000

l Jeremiah Reagan
Neubauer, 17, of 1513 Bay
Creek Road, Hartsville, Fail to
Stop for Blue Light;
Traffic/Too Fast for Conditions

l Todd L Oliver, 35, of 1462
McCaskil Rd, Jefferson, Public
Disorderly Conduct

l Ezra Franklin Wallace, 40,
of 141 W Laurens St,
Hartsville, Assault and Battery
3rd Degree

l Tayler Renee Watson, 25,
of 1825 Anderson Farm,
Darlington, Driving Under
Suspension

l Quentin Lamont
Witherspoon, 31, of 117
Hunter St, Darlington, Open
Container of Beer/Wine; Non
Support

l Abraham Ervin, 28, of 839
Bay Branch Rd, Lamar, Manuft
Possess Other Sub Sch I II III
WITD 1st; Unlawful Carrying
of Weapon

l John Randall James Jr.,
25, of 518 W Richardson
Circle, Hartsville, Driving
Under the Influence

l Antwon Maurice Jordan,
39, of 125 West McIver Rd,
Darlington, MDP Drugs Sch I B

C LSD and Sch II Cocaine 1st;
Drugs/Possession of Cocaine
1st; Poss 28G or Less
Marij/10G or Less Hash 1st

l Toby Lornza June, 51, of
415 Howard Street, Hartsville,
Violation of City Ordinance

l Anita Jalisa Keels, 22, of
141 Bradley Ville Road,
Augusta GA, Poss 28G or Less
Marij/10G or Less Hash 1st

l Ray Kenny Larrymore Jr.,
42, of 720 Wire Road,
Darlington, Transp Alcohol in
Motor Vehicle w/Seal Broken;
DUI/Driving Under the
Influence .08 1st

l Raheem Everson Mouzon,
24, of 405 E Broad St,
Darlington, Violation of
Beginner Permit

l Sentrell Travory Samuel,
27, of 2061 Philidelphia St,
Darlington, Probation
Violation; Bond Revocation

l Lonnie Elijah Scott Jr., 59,
of 304 King Edward St,
Darlington, Manuft Possess
Other Sub Sch I II III WITD 1st;
Drugs/Dist Sell Manuf or
PWID Near a School; Manuft

Possess Other Sub Sch I II III
WITD 1st

l Tristan Legrand Amerson,
24, of 1603 Oleander Drive,
Darlington, Petty Larceny
<$2000

l Jasmine Benjamin, 26, of
422 Marie Dr, Darlington,
Uninsured Motor Vehicle Fee
Violation; Operating Motor
Vehicle w/o License

l Raheem Montrez Ervin,
24, of 320 Brewer Ave,
Hartsville, Poss 28G or Less
Marij/10G or Less Hash 1st

l Brad Everette Smith, 26,
of 2223 Ashley Rd, Hartsville,
Entering Premises After
Warning

l Kimberly Anne Steen, 32,
of 168 Lawrence Circle,
McBee, Obtaining Prep Drugs
by Fraud/Deceit 1st

l Edward Latrey Thomas,
24, of 944 Bay Branch, Lamar,
Unlawful Carrying of Weapon;
Manuft Possess Other Sub Sch
I II III WITD 1st

l Johnny Walls, 50, of 210
Dargan St, Darlington, Petty
Larceny <$2000; Non Support

l Lillie Ruth Barr, 69, of
4101 Hoffmeyer Rd,
Darlington, Use of 911 Number
Unlawfully
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CHARGES
ABHAN: Assault 

and battery, high and
aggravated nature

DUAC: Driving under
unlawful alcohol 

concentration
DUI: Driving 

under the influence
DUS: Driving 

under suspension
CDV: Criminal domestic

violence
CDVHAN: Criminal

domestic violence, high
and aggravated nature
PDC: Public disorderly

conduct
PWID: Possession with

intent to distribute
SPOM: Simple 

possession of marijuana

BOOKINGS REPORT
W. GLENN CAMPBELL DETENTION CENTER DECEMBER 18 THROUGH DECEMBER 21, 2017

INMATE NAME/AGE/BOOKING OFFENSE

  
     

    

 

 

    

Have your business featured here
for only $20 per week.

Call 393-3811

For more information, visit
www.newsandpress.net   

     
    

 

 

    

1929 Harry Byrd Hwy. between Hartsville & Darlington
Open 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Mon.-Sat. • 393-0495

Flowers Furniture
Beautiful quality sofa & love

seat sets - $550, includes tax and free delivery

Quality Queen matress and
box sets - $250, includes tax and free delivery

Lamar Hwy Mini-Storage
201 Lamar Hwy., Darlington

Variety of sizes available
$25.00 - $50.00/month

CCaallll ((884433))339933--88008844

On December 19 at 10:30
p.m., Darlington County
Sheriff's Drug Enforcement
Unit Investigators were in the
Lamar area on Bay Branch
Road. Investigators viewed a
vehicle traveling at a high
rate of speed and crossing the
centerline. Investigators initi-
ated a traffic stop.

The driver gave
Investigators consent to
search the vehicle. A .45 cal-
iber Taurus handgun was
discovered in the pants pock-
et of a passenger. Inside the
vehicle, investigators located
a 9mm caliber Ruger, a glass
jar containing 31.1 grams of
marijuana and a plastic bag-

gie containing 3.5 grams of
marijuana. An infant child
who was in the vehicle was
released to a family member.

Investigators arrested
Edward Latrey Thomas, 24,
of Lamar, Abraham Ervin,
28, of Lamar, and Anita
Jalisa Keels, 22, Georgia.
Thomas and Ervin were
charged with unlawful pos-
session of a pistol and pos-
session with intent to distrib-
ute marijuana. Both have
been released on a $6,500
bond. Keels was charged
with possession with intent
to distribute marijuana and
was released on a $5,000
bond.

Investigators recover
guns and drugs

Mims graduates
Cum Laude from USC

On December 18, 2017, at
the fall commencement exer-
cises, the University of South
Carolina, College of
Engineering and Computing,
conferred upon Clint S. Mims,
the degree of Bachelor of
Science in Mechanical
Engineering, Cum Laude,
having achieved a grade point
average of over 3.5.

He is the son of Barry L.
Mims of Darlington and
Peggy P. Mims of Lexington,
S.C. His grandparents were
the late Mr. and Mrs. M. Leo
Mims and the late Mr. and
Mrs. J. B. Peddicord of Dillon.

He has accepted a position
with Otis Elevator Company,
a United Technologies
Company, in Florence, S.C.

Do you know Darlington County?
The last photo we ran was of a memorial stone on the grounds of St.
David’s Academy in Society Hill. Readers with correct guesses were
Cora Byrd and Tommy Bradshaw. Today you will find a photo of an

oversized replica of an item used in many homes to celebrate the holi-
day season. Do you know where it is? Please let us know by sending
your guesses to:
editor@newsandpress.net or call 843-393-3811. Deadline is 5 p.m.
Friday. Good luck!

BBB’s new “5 Gestures of Trust”
offers lessons for today’s businesses

In the 1947 Christmas classic
“Miracle on 34th Street,” Macy’s
accidentally hires the real Santa
Claus to work in its flagship store
in midtown Manhattan.
Surprisingly, Santa directs par-
ents to other stores for hard-to-
find toys. “The only important
thing is to make the children
happy,” he tells a bewildered but
delighted mom.

In the Twentieth Century Fox
movie, now celebrating its 70th
anniversary, the public’s reac-
tion is overwhelmingly positive.
The character of R.H. Macy
(based on the real company
founder) immediately embraces
the new policy. “You cannot
argue with success,” he exclaims
to a roomful of dubious execu-
tives. “Never in my entire career
have I seen such a tremendous
and immediate response to a
merchandising policy. I’m posi-
tive that if we expand our policy,
we’ll expand our results, as
well…. We’ll be known as the
helpful store, the friendly store,
the store with a heart, the store
that places public service ahead
of profit. And, consequently,
we’ll make more profits than

ever before.”
Santa Claus and R. H. Macy

were both right, according to the
Better Business Bureau, which is
today releasing a new report:
BBB 5 Gestures of Trust: A New
Framework to Evaluate
C u s t o m e r - B u s i n e s s
Relationships. The research sug-
gests that trust boils down to five
critical behaviors trusted busi-
nesses tend to exhibit: 

Be Honest. Be Transparent.
Be Proactive. Be Humble. Be
Equitable.

“Customers demand more
from businesses today,” says the
report’s co-author, Craig Honick
of Metro Tribal. “As consumer
expectations evolve, especially
among younger generations, we
see a demand for more than just
a smooth financial transaction.
To be a better business in today’s
marketplace is to see business as
a series of ‘human’ transactions.
In many cases this might require
businesses to be customer cen-
tric, employee focused, forward
thinking and innovative, as well
as environmentally and socially
conscious.”

Download the full report at

BBB.org/5Gestures
“BBB’s motto is Start With

Trust, and this research really
digs into exactly what that
means,” notes Beverly Baskin,
president and CEO of the
Council of Better Business
Bureaus, which sponsored the
research. “Most businesses want
to be trustworthy, and BBB has
long been there to help them
with guidelines on honest adver-
tising, privacy protection,
responsiveness, and other good
practices. Now we can offer
insight into the intrinsic, deeply
personal values that greatly
influence their customers’ mar-
ketplace behavior, even when
people sometimes have trouble
articulating those values.”

To get to that level of under-
standing, BBB began with in-
depth conversations with a vari-
ety of consumers who related
their marketplace experiences,
both positive and negative.
Researchers listened to how con-
sumers structure the mental
framework they use to evaluate
their experiences, and how that
influences whether or not they
will do business again with a

company. Then that framework
was tested in surveys of con-
sumers across the U.S. and
Canada. Researchers also visited
with several companies with
good reputations and positive
customer growth and retention.
Finally, BBB surveyed approxi-
mately 1,500 businesses (a bal-
anced mix of BBB Accredited
and non-accredited businesses)
to learn what they believe builds
trusted relationships and
whether they use any or all of
the “5 Gestures of Trust” in their
day-to-day practices.

Although customer trust in
business is eroding (along with
trust in government, institu-
tions, the media, etc.), BBB’s
research was conclusive: busi-
nesses that see themselves as
trusted were more likely to put
into practice 15 different actions
that demonstrate they value
their relationships with their
customers. These actions includ-
ed making things right, treating
employees well, putting cus-
tomer service ahead of profits,
and – yes, Santa Claus – even
recommending a competitor if
that is better for the customer.



Baked goods are staples at
many family gatherings.
Whether hosting family for the
holidays, reunions or weekly
Sunday night dinners, hosts
can make dessert that much
better by serving this
“Blackberry-Ripple Lime
Cheesecake” courtesy of Lori
Longbotham’s “Luscious
Creamy Desserts” (Chronicle
Books).

Blackberry-Ripple Lime
Cheesecake

Serves 10

Crust
11⁄2 cups pecans
2 tablespoons sugar
1⁄4 cup (1⁄2 stick) unsalt-

ed butter, melted

Filling
2 6-ounce packages ripe

blackberries
2 tablespoons packed

light brown sugar
1 teaspoon cornstarch
11⁄2 pounds cream cheese,

at room temperature
1 14-ounce can sweet-

ened condensed milk
2 teaspoons finely grat-

ed lime zest
1⁄4 cup fresh lime juice
1 teaspoon pure vanilla

extract
3 large eggs, at room

temperature

1. Position a rack in the mid-
dle of the oven and preheat the

oven to 350 F. Generously but-
ter the bottom and sides of a 9-
inch springform pan.

2. To make the crust: Pulse
the pecans, flour and sugar in a
food processor until the nuts
are finely ground. Add the but-
ter and pulse just until com-
bined. Press the crust evenly
over the bottom and 1 inch up
the sides of the pan. Bake for 10
to 12 minutes, until light
brown. Transfer to a wire rack
and cool completely. Reduce
the oven temperature to 300 F.

3. To make the filling: Mash
the blackberries and sugar
together in a medium saucepan
with a pastry blender or a fork.
Cook over medium heat, stir-
ring occasionally, until the
berries begin to release their
juices. Stir in the cornstarch,
bring to a boil over medium-
high heat, stirring constantly,
and boil for 1 minute. Pour the
purée through a coarse strainer
set over a small bowl, pressing
hard on the solids to extract as
much liquid as possible.
Refrigerate, tightly covered,
until thoroughly chilled.

4. With an electric mixer on
medium-high speed, beat the
cream cheese in a large bowl
for about 2 minutes, until light
and fluffy. Gradually beat in
the condensed milk, zest, lime
juice, and vanilla, scraping
down the side of the bowl as
necessary. Reduce the speed to
medium and add the eggs one
at a time, beating well after

each addition. Pour the batter
into the pan.

5. Transfer the blackberry
purée to a small glass measure.
Drizzle it in a spiral pattern
over the batter, then swirl a
table knife through the batter
to marbleize it. Bake for 55 to
60 minutes, until the cheese-
cake is puffed on the sides and
still slightly jiggly in the center.
Let cool on a wire rack.

6. Refrigerate the cheese-

cake, tightly covered, for at
least 8 hours, until thoroughly
chilled and set, or for up to 2
days.

7. To serve, run a sharp knife
around the edge of the pan to
loosen the cake and remove the
side of the pan. Cut the cheese-
cake into thin wedges with a
sharp knife dipped into hot
water and wiped dry after each
cut.

FLORENCE--The McLeod
Center for Cancer Treatment
and Research is pleased to
announce the addition of
Medical Oncologist Dr.
Ravneet Bajwa to the cancer
team. 

Dr. Bajwa joins Dr. Rajesh
Bajaj, Dr. Michael Pavy, Dr.
Sreenivas Rao, Dr. Jamie
Smith, and Dr. Karim Tazi in
serving patients at McLeod
Oncology and Hematology
Associates, a department of
McLeod Regional Medical
Center.

Dr. Bajwa comes to
McLeod following the com-
pletion of her Fellowship in
Hematology and Oncology at
the University of Florida
Department of Medicine. She
received her medical degree
in 2010 from Kasturba
Medical College, Mangalore
of Manipal University in
India, and completed her
Internal Medicine Residency
in 2014 at the University of
Florida Department of
Medicine in Gainesville,
Florida.

As a medical oncologist
and hematologist, Dr. Bajwa
provides care for the full spec-

trum of cancer diagnoses
using chemotherapy, targeted
and biological therapy. Areas
of special interest include
breast cancer, lymphoma,
gastrointestinal cancer and
benign hematology.

“I enjoy the special connec-
tion I get to make with my
patients and their families as
an oncologist,” said Dr. Bajwa.
“Our patients inspire us to do
our best for them, and I cher-
ish the privilege of making an
impact in their lives." 

A native of India, Dr. Bajwa
and her husband, McLeod
Gastroenterologist Dr.
Davinderbir Pannu, are par-
ents of a three-year-old daugh-
ter, Seher. 

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE

OF APPLICATION
Notice is hereby given that

Maruti Skand, Inc. intends to
apply to the South Carolina
Department of Revenue for a
license/permit that will allow
the sale and off premises con-
sumption of Beer and Wine at
1102 S. Main Street,
Darlington, SC 29532. To
object to the issuance of this
permit/license, written protest
must be postmarked no later
than Dec. 28, 2017.  For a
protest to be valid, it must be in
writing, and should include
the following information:

(1) the name, address and
telephone number of the per-
son filing the protest;

(2) the specific reasons
why the application should be
denied;

(3) that the person protest-
ing is willing to attend a hear-
ing (if one is requested by the
applicant);

(4) that the person protest-
ing resides in the same county
where the proposed place of
business is located or within
five miles of the business; and,

(5) the name of the appli-
cant and the address of the
premises to be licensed.

Protests must be mailed to:
S.C. Department of Revenue,
Attn: ABL, PO Box 125,
Columbia, S.C. 29214; or faxed
to: (803) 896-0110.
(22p3 leave in thru 12-27-17 )
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

OF ESTATES
All persons having claims

against the following estates
MUST file their claims on Form
#371ES with the Probate Court
of Darlington County, the
address of which is Room 208

Courthouse, One Public Square,
Darlington, SC 29532, within
eight(8) months after the date
of the  first publication of this
Notice to Creditors or within
one (1) year from date of death,
whichever is earlier (SCPC 62-
3-801, et seq.), or such persons
shall be forever barred as to
their claims. All claims are
required to be presented in writ-
ten statements on the pre-
scribed form (FORM #371ES)
indicating the name and the
address of the claimant, the
basis of the claim, the amount
claimed, the date when the
claim will become due, the
nature of any uncertainty as to
the claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: Betty McCaskill Kirven
AKA Betty M Kirven
Date of Death: 11/7/2017
Case No: 2017ES1600572
Personal Representative:
Sarah K Garland
Address: 127 Alabama Drive,
Darlington, SC 29532
(22p3 leave in thru 12-27-17)
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

OF ESTATES
All persons having claims

against the following estates
MUST file their claims on Form
#371ES with the Probate Court
of Darlington County, the
address of which is Room 208
Courthouse, One Public Square,
Darlington, SC 29532, within
eight(8) months after the date
of the  first publication of this
Notice to Creditors or within
one (1) year from date of death,
whichever is earlier (SCPC 62-
3-801, et seq.), or such persons
shall be forever barred as to
their claims. All claims are
required to be presented in writ-
ten statements on the pre-

scribed form (FORM #371ES)
indicating the name and the
address of the claimant, the
basis of the claim, the amount
claimed, the date when the
claim will become due, the
nature of any uncertainty as to
the claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: Ann Poston Jordan
Date of Death: 10/17/2017
Case No: 2017ES1600578
Personal Representative: Lide
Kadell Jordan
Address: 900 E Saint Paul
Road, Timmonsville, SC 29161
(22p3 leave in thru 12-27-17)
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

OF ESTATES
All persons having claims

against the following estates
MUST file their claims on Form
#371ES with the Probate
Court of Darlington County, the
address of which is Room 208
Courthouse, One Public
Square, Darlington, SC 29532,
within eight(8) months after
the date of the  first publication
of this Notice to Creditors or
within one (1) year from date
of death, whichever is earlier
(SCPC 62-3-801, et seq.), or
such persons shall be forever
barred as to their claims. All
claims are required to be pre-
sented in written statements on
the prescribed form (FORM
#371ES) indicating the name
and the address of the
claimant, the basis of the claim,
the amount claimed, the date
when the claim will become
due, the nature of any uncer-
tainty as to the claim and  a
description of any security as to
the claim.
Estate: Joyce Ann McKenzie
Date of Death: 11/6/2017
Case No: 2017ES1600575

Personal Representative:
Penny McKenzie Hall
Address: 1961 Tomahawk
Road, Lamar, SC 29069
(22p3 leave in thru 12-27-17)
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

OF ESTATES
All persons having claims

against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which is
Room 208 Courthouse, One
Public Square, Darlington, SC
29532, within eight(8)
months after the date of the
first publication of this Notice
to Creditors or within one (1)
year from date of death,
whichever is earlier (SCPC 62-
3-801, et seq.), or such persons
shall be forever barred as to
their claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the pre-
scribed form (FORM #371ES)
indicating the name and the
address of the claimant, the
basis of the claim, the amount
claimed, the date when the
claim will become due, the
nature of any uncertainty as to
the claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: Joseph L Howle
Date of Death: 10/26/2017
Case No: 2017ES1600561
Personal Representative:
Rhonda M Howle
Address: PO Box 1996,
Darlington, SC 29540
Attorney: John Jay James, II
Address: PO Box 507,
Darlington, SC 29540
(22c3 leave in thru 12-27-17)
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

OF ESTATES
All persons having claims

against the following estates

MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which is
Room 208 Courthouse, One
Public Square, Darlington, SC
29532, within eight(8)
months after the date of the
first publication of this Notice
to Creditors or within one (1)
year from date of death,
whichever is earlier (SCPC 62-
3-801, et seq.), or such persons
shall be forever barred as to
their claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the pre-
scribed form (FORM #371ES)
indicating the name and the
address of the claimant, the
basis of the claim, the amount
claimed, the date when the
claim will become due, the
nature of any uncertainty as to
the claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: Laurie Coke Lawson
Date of Death: 12/2/2017
Case No: 2017ES1600584
Personal Representative:
William E Lawson
Address: PO Box 518,
Darlington, SC 29540
Co-Personal Representative:
James H Lawson
Address: PO Box 518,
Darlington, SC 29540

(23p3 leave in thru 1-3-17)
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

OF ESTATES
All persons having claims

against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which is
Room 208 Courthouse, One
Public Square, Darlington, SC
29532, within eight(8)
months after the date of the

first publication of this Notice
to Creditors or within one (1)
year from date of death,
whichever is earlier (SCPC 62-
3-801, et seq.), or such persons
shall be forever barred as to
their claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the pre-
scribed form (FORM #371ES)
indicating the name and the
address of the claimant, the
basis of the claim, the amount
claimed, the date when the
claim will become due, the
nature of any uncertainty as to
the claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: Joy A Shumate, Jr
Date of Death: 11/19/2017
Case No: 2017ES1600583
Personal Representative:
Christopher Plyler Ridenhour
Address: 536 W Home Ave.,
Hartsville, SC 29550

(23p3 leave in thru 1-3-17)
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

OF ESTATES
All persons having claims

against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which is
Room 208 Courthouse, One
Public Square, Darlington, SC
29532, within eight(8)
months after the date of the
first publication of this Notice
to Creditors or within one (1)
year from date of death,
whichever is earlier (SCPC 62-
3-801, et seq.), or such persons
shall be forever barred as to
their claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the pre-
scribed form (FORM #371ES)
indicating the name and the
address of the claimant, the

basis of the claim, the amount
claimed, the date when the
claim will become due, the
nature of any uncertainty as to
the claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: Richard M Smalls
Date of Death: 7/26/2017
Case No: 2017ES1600573
Personal Representative:
Elena Whitaker
Address: 1290 SE 66th
Avenue, Ocala, Fl 34472
Attorney: Gena Phillips Ervin
Address: PO Box 2527,
Florence, SC 29503-2527

(23p3 leave in thru 1-3-17)
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

OF ESTATES
All persons having claims

against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which is
Room 208 Courthouse, One
Public Square, Darlington, SC
29532, within eight(8)
months after the date of the
first publication of this Notice
to Creditors or within one (1)
year from date of death,
whichever is earlier (SCPC 62-
3-801, et seq.), or such persons
shall be forever barred as to
their claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the pre-
scribed form (FORM #371ES)
indicating the name and the
address of the claimant, the
basis of the claim, the amount
claimed, the date when the
claim will become due, the
nature of any uncertainty as to
the claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: Cornelius Bush
Date of Death: 5/13/2017
Case No: 2017ES1600340

Personal Representative:
Corinthian Bush
Address: 1140 Candy Lane,
Florence, SC 29501
Attorney: Everett Keith
Chandler
Address: 103 Waterloo Street,
Aiken, SC 29801
(24p3 leave in thru 1-10-18)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
OF ESTATES

All persons having claims
against the following estates
MUST file their claims on
Form #371ES with the
Probate Court of Darlington
County, the address of which is
Room 208 Courthouse, One
Public Square, Darlington, SC
29532, within eight(8)
months after the date of the
first publication of this Notice
to Creditors or within one (1)
year from date of death,
whichever is earlier (SCPC 62-
3-801, et seq.), or such persons
shall be forever barred as to
their claims. All claims are
required to be presented in
written statements on the pre-
scribed form (FORM #371ES)
indicating the name and the
address of the claimant, the
basis of the claim, the amount
claimed, the date when the
claim will become due, the
nature of any uncertainty as to
the claim and  a description of
any security as to the claim.
Estate: William P Dubose, III
Date of Death: 12/1/2017
Case No: 2017ES1600588
Personal Representative:
Sarah C Dubose
Address: PO Box 963,
Darlington, SC 29540
Attorney: Albert L James, III
Address: PO Box 507,
Darlington, SC 29540
(24p3 leave in thru 1-10-18)
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Darlington Raceway will celebrate
“Seven Decades of Nascar” for
Throwback Weekend in 2018

In year four of its award-
winning throwback platform,
Darlington Raceway will be
celebrating “Seven Decades of
NASCAR” for its 2018 cam-
paign.

The Official Throwback
Weekend of NASCAR will be
celebrated during the track’s
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup
Series Bojangles’ Southern
500® and NASCAR XFINITY
Series Sport Clips Haircuts
VFW 200 weekend on Aug. 31-
Sept. 2.

December 14 marked
NASCAR’s 70th birthday. The
first meeting at the Streamline
Hotel in Daytona Beach, Fla.,
took place on this day in 1947,
a meeting that eventually led
to the official formation of
NASCAR on Feb. 21, 1948.

Throwback weekend will
honor specific moments in
each decade of the sport’s sto-
ried history, many of which
occurred at Darlington
Raceway. Recognizing many
special iconic memories in
NASCAR over the past 70 years
will give industry stakeholders
and fans an opportunity to
honor the sport in a variety of
different ways.

“This is a tremendous
opportunity for Darlington
Raceway and the NASCAR
industry to celebrate the sport
over a seven decade period
during our 2018 throwback
weekend,” Darlington
Raceway President Kerry
Tharp said. “We have been era
specific the past three years, so
we felt it was important to rec-

ognize the 70th anniversary of
NASCAR with our ‘Seven
Decades of NASCAR’ celebra-
tion next season and give the
teams, sanctioning body and
others a wider brush to paint a
picture capturing memorable
moments we might not have
celebrated in year’s past.”

In tribute to the 70-year his-
tory of NASCAR, Darlington
Raceway will focus on iconic
occasions that occurred in the
sport including Ned Jarrett’s
record-setting 14-lap victory in
the 1965 Bojangles’ Southern
500, Ricky Craven’s record-set-
ting photo finish over Kurt
Busch in 2003, and Jimmie
Johnson’s 2012 Bojangles’
Southern 500 win, which gave
team owner Rick Hendrick his
200th career victory, among

others.
For the fourth straight year,

Darlington Raceway is also
excited to announce it will
once again highlight its rich
history with a commemorative
ticket design for the Bojangles’
Southern 500 linking the past,
present and future.

“We have produced com-
memorative tickets for our
fans every year of the throw-
back program, which is an
important part of our plat-
form,” said Tharp. “We appre-
ciate how much the fans have
supported Darlington
Raceway and want them to
walk away from our weekend
with a special keepsake that
recognizes our rich history and
honors the stars of our sport.”

New oncologist joins
McLeod Cancer team

GSSM’s programs now
accepting applications

The South Carolina
Governor's School for Science
& Mathematics (GSSM) is
now accepting applications
for its residential program
and Accelerate, its virtual
engineering program,
through February 1. Online
applications are available at
www.scgssm.org/admissions.

GSSM is the Palmetto
State’s only two-year, public,
residential high school dedi-
cated to the advanced study
of science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics.
“We are committed to the
principles of student-centered
excellence, opportunity, and
inclusion for the students
with the highest potential, tal-
ent, and motivation to be
leaders in the STEM and
STEM-related careers they are
passionate about,” said Dr.
Hector Flores, GSSM
President. “It is an honor and
a privilege to serve these
amazing students.” 

GSSM residential appli-
cants should be current South
Carolina residents, high school
sophomores (inquire about
exceptions), have at least 10.5
high school credits prior to the
end of the 2016-2017 school
year, including Geometry,
Algebra I and II, English I and
II, a social studies course, and
a lab science course.

“Our students are well-pre-
pared for admission to selec-
tive colleges and universities
across the US and abroad,”
said Dr. Jenifer Blair, GSSM
Director of College
Counseling & Advising. “The

GSSM experience enriches
our students' academic prepa-
ration for post-secondary
education, provides leader-
ship opportunities, and
enables them to receive per-
sonalized college counseling
and advising.”

GSSM also offers a three-
year, virtual engineering pro-
gram, Accelerate, in partner-
ship with school districts
across the state. Students in
10th-12th grades earn the
first year of college credits
toward an engineering or
STEM degree.

Accelerate classes are live
and presented virtually
through computer and
audio/visual equipment
which allows students to
remain in their home high
schools and still have access to
the high-quality education for
which GSSM is known. During
the three-year program, stu-
dents will participate in annu-
al summer camps, Saturday
lab experiences and industry
internships.

Accelerate applicants
should be current South
Carolina residents, enrolled in
9th grade and attend high
school in one of GSSM’s par-
ticipating partner districts. In
addition, applicants should
anticipate successful comple-
tion of Algebra II Honors by
the end of 9th grade. For more
information about GSSM’s
programs, visit
www.scgssm.org or contact
the Office of Admissions at
admissions@gssm.k12.sc.us
or 843-383-3944.

Delight guests with dessert

Darlington County Farm Bureau spread holiday cheer
Darlington County Farm

Bureau and local Farm Bureau
Insurance agents are bringing a
little more joy to this holiday
season by helping those in the
community facing financial
hardship.

A $500 check was recently

presented to The Lord Cares, a
local soup kitchen that feeds
the homeless in Darlington
County. The donation is part of
a company sponsored holiday
community outreach program
called Farm Bureau Cares. 

Through Farm Bureau

Cares, county Farm Bureau
offices across South Carolina
provide a monetary donation
during December to help a fam-
ily or charity of their choice.
Farm Bureau Insurance match-
es each local donation made by
the County Farm Bureau and

local agents. Darlington
County Farm Bureau selected
The Lord Cares as the recipient
of their $500 donation.

Statewide, more than
$38,000 was donated to assist
charities and countless individ-
uals this holiday season. 



Micro Home, 674 Stanley Circle, 1
BD Furnished w/utilities included,
$450/mo., 843-393-7545         6ctfn
409 Eastburn Ct., 2 BD, 2 BA Brick
home, $625.00/mo., 843-393-7545
22ctfn
407 E. Broad St. - Large 3 bedroom,
2 bath house, living room, dining
room, kitchen & large laundry room
w/ pantry, stove & refrigerator pro-
vided, central heat & air, hardwood
floors, interior completely repaint-
ed, $600.00/deposit, $600.00/rent,
call 843-393-8084. 24ctfn
916 Pearl St. - Large 3 or 4 bedrroom
home w/ 2 full baths, stove & refrig-
erator provided, washer/dryer hook
up, central heat & air, double car-

port, $650.00/deposit,
$650.00/rent, call 843-393-8084
24ctfn
605 East Broad Street, Two bed-
room apartment, $300.00/ month,
843-393-7545 24ctfn
2357 Welling Farm Road, One bed-
room furnished microhome with
utilities, Large landscaped lot,
$425.00/month, 843- 393-7545
24ctfn

1309 Myrtlewood Drive - 2 bed-
room, 1 bath apartment approxi-
mately10 minutes from town, stove
& refrigerator provided,
washer/dryer hook up,
$450.00/deposit, $450.00/rent,
call (843)393-8084 21ctfn

1230 Myrtlewood Dr. - Large 4 bed-
room, 2 bath doublewide approx. 10
minutes from town, stove & refriger-
ator provided, central heat & air,
laundry area, handicap ramp (nice,)
outside storage, $600.00/deposit,
$600.00/rent, call (843)393-8084
17ctfn
646 Red Tip Lane - 3 bedroom, 2
bath doublewide in country setting
approx. 5 minutes from town, stove
& refrigerator provided,
washer/dryer hook up, central heat
& air, $550.00/deposit,
$550.00/rent, call (843) 393-8084
22ctfn

LOT ONLY, Mobile Home lot
with 3 sides privacy, circular drive,
city water, 843-395-9687 8ctfn
Raceway Estates of Darlington,
Under New Management, Lot
Rent: $150/month, Located off of
Harry Byrd Highway, Call 843-
319-5284 for more details      5ctfn

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Struggling with DRUGS or
ALCOHOL?  Addicted to PILLS?
Talk to someone who cares. Call
The Addiction Hope & Help Line
for a free assessment. 866-604-
6857  
SERIOUSLY INJURED in an
AUTO ACCIDENT?  Let us fight
for you! We have recovered mil-
lions for clients! Call today for a
FREE consultation! 855-669-
2515  
Lung Cancer?  And Age 60+?
You And Your Family May Be
Entitled To Significant Cash
Award.  Call 855-664-5681 for
information.  No Risk.  No
money out-of-pocket.  
Tuesday, January 2, 2018 is the
last day to redeem winning tick-
ets in the following South
Carolina Education Lottery
Instant Game: (SC884) CROSS-
WORD  
Social Security Disability? Up to
$2,671/mo. (Based on paid-in
amount.) FREE evaluation! Call
Bill Gordon & Associates. 1-800-
614-3945. Mail: 2420 N St NW,
Washington DC. Office: Broward
Co. FL., member TX/NM Bar.  
DENTAL INSURANCE. Call
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company for details. NOT just a
discount plan, REAL coverage for
350 procedures. 855-397-7030
or
http://www.dental50plus.com/
60 Ad#6118  
AUCTIONS
ADVERTISE YOUR AUCTION in
99 S.C. newspapers for only
$375. Your 25-word classified ad
will reach more than 2.1 million
readers.  Call Alanna Ritchie at
the S.C. Newspaper Network, 1-
888-727-7377.  
BUSINESS EQUIPMENT FOR
SALE
USED PHARMACY SHELVING
and Counters, Gondola shelving,
Pallet racking, Coolers &
Freezers, Safes and much more.
704-393-9302. RSFNC.com. We
buy used Pallet racking.  
HELP WANTED
INSTRUCTORS NEEDED -
Northeastern Technical College,
Cheraw S.C. has immediate

openings for faculty in various
areas of expertise. Teach online,
via distance learning, or on-site.
Apply online: www.netc.edu  
Looking for a new career for the
New Year? The S.C. Department
of Corrections is Currently
Hiring Statewide: Correctional
Officers, RN's and LPN's, Mental
Health Techs, Grounds
Maintenance, Facilities
Management, Teachers,
Chaplains, Trades Specialists.
Contact Us Today: 803-734-
JOBS. www.doc.sc.gov  
HELP WANTED - DRIVERS
J. GRADY RANDOLPH - Now hir-
ing company drivers and owner
operators. Company drivers pay
50 cents per mile for oversize
loads. Owner operators pay 1.40
per mile. Call today (864) 761-
0992 or apply online
drive4jgr.com.  
ADVERTISE YOUR DRIVER
JOBS in 99 S.C. newspapers for
only $375. Your 25-word classi-
fied ad will reach more than 2.1
million readers.  Call Alanna
Ritchie at the S.C. Newspaper
Network, 1-888-727-7377.  
HELP WANTED - SALES
EARN $500 A DAY: Lincoln
Heritage Life Insurance Wants
Insurance Agents • Leads, No
Cold Calls • Commissions Paid
Daily • Agency Training • Life
License Required. Call 1-888-
713-6020  
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE
OXYGEN - Anytime.  Anywhere.
No tanks to refill.  No deliveries.
The  All-New Inogen One G4 is
only 2.8 pounds!  FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 844-597-6582  
TELEVISION & INTERNET
SERVICES
NEW AT&T INTERNET OFFER.
$20 and $30/mo. plans available
when you bundle. 99% Reliable
100% Affordable. HURRY,
OFFER ENDS SOON. New
Customers Only. CALL NOW 1-
855-825-2669  
DIRECTV. Call & Switch Now –
Get NFL Sunday Ticket for FREE!
Every Game. Every Sunday.
CHOICE All-Included Package.
Over 185 Channels. $60/month
(for 12 Months.) CALL – 844-
624-1107  
DISH Network. 190+ Channels.
FREE Install. FREE Hopper HD-
DVR. $49.99/month (24 mos)
Add High Speed Internet -
$14.95 (where avail.) CALL
Today & SAVE 25%!  1-877-542-
0759  
Earthlink High Speed Internet.
As Low As $14.95/month (for
the first 3 months.) Reliable
High Speed Fiber Optic
Technology. Stream Videos,
Music and More! Call Earthlink
Today 1-877-649-9469  
Exede satellite internet
Affordable, high speed broad-

band satellite internet anywhere
in the U.S. Order now and save
$100.  Plans start at
$39.99/month.  Call 1-800-404-
1746  
HughesNet: Gen4 satellite inter-
net is ultra-fast and secure. Plans
as low as $39.99 in select areas.
Call 1-800-280-9221 now to get
a $50 Gift Card!  
Spectrum Triple Play - TV,
Internet & Voice for $29.99 ea.
60 MB per second speed. No con-

tract or commitment. We buy
your existing contract up to
$500! 1-855-402-1186  
VACATION RENTALS
ADVERTISE YOUR VACATION
PROPERTY FOR RENT OR SALE
to more than 2.1 million S.C.
newspaper readers. Your 25-
word classified ad will appear in
99 S.C. newspapers for only
$375. Call Alanna Ritchie at the
South Carolina Newspaper
Network, 1-888-727-7377.
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PAM T. SHERRILL
BIC/Owner/Auctioneer SCAL#3103 - Cell: 339-7505

Real Estate  � Appraisals  � Auctions

CHARLES WATSON 
Appraiser CR-2868
Cell: 245-3103

JESSICA EVANS
Realtor

843-206-4187

JENNIFER BYRD
Realtor

843-495-3630

Pam T. Sherrill & Co.

CASEY RHEUARK 
Realtor

843-307-4035

www.pamsherrill.net

2200 Lides Springs Rd --- 3 bedrooms,
2 full baths, 2 half baths, 3,485 sq ft  --
$249,900
4818 Lullwater Drive- 3 bedrooms, 2
baths, 2.066 sq ft--$209,900
122 Columbian St---3 bedrooms, 2
baths, 2,608 sq ft $165,000 REDUCED
121 Woodcreek Rd -- 3 bedrooms, 2
1/2 baths, 2,000 sq ft -- $174,900
485 Anderson Drive-3 bedrooms, 3
baths, 1,967 sq ft, inground pool--
$159,900
4854 Lullwater Dr -- 3 bedrooms, 2
baths, 1,460 sq ft -- $139,900

1700 Cashua Ferry Rd--3 bedrooms, 2
baths, 1,350 sq ft with pond $129,900
3221 Winding Way Dr, Florence---
3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 1,248 sq ft---
$116,900
1197-G Waxwing Drive,  Florence-
--2 bedrooms, 2 baths, 1,450 sq ft--
$112,000
421 Spring St---2 bedrooms, 1
bath, 964 sq ft,  $62,900
2381 Green Street Road--3 bedrooms,
2 baths, 1,937 sq ft--$59.900

RESIDENTIAL

To view these properties visit www.pamsherrill.net

Bobo Newsome Hwy (Hartsville)--
22.51 acres of wooded land. $66,700
Lot K Jeffords Mill --- .69 acres cleared ---
$12,000
621 Delaware River Rd---.47 acre lot,
fenced with septic tank $13,500

Redwood Drive--Nice lot located off of
McIver Road .92 acres-$10,000.00
motivated seller make an offer
West McIver Rd -- .58 acres, wooded lot --
$5,000

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT
UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT
LAND AND LOTS

100 Exchange St., Darlington
843-393-3231

2244 Harry Byrd Hwy - Commercial bld.  11,684 sq ft metal building.  Sits on 4+ acres
of land.  6 ft fence around perimeter of property. Currently used as an office, warehouse, &
Restaurant/ lounge. Plenty of office area. 5 restrooms. Lots of potential uses. Conveniently
located 4 miles from Darlington Raceway. Close to Hartsville and I-20. Owner will finance
with a $150,000 down payment. Call today to see this property.  Priced at $750,000

REDUCED - Motivated seller, bring all offers

911 N. Governor Williams Hwy--30 X 60 commercial metal bld  with 12 ft
ceilings.  Building sits on a 1 acre lot.   Nice office area with half bath.   Large
work space in rear with half bath and 2 roll up doors.  The whole building is
heated and cooled.   Would make a great mechanic shop, car lot or small
church.  Lots of possibilities with this property.   Priced at $110,000.00

1110 Lamar Hwy--2,299 sq ft bld currently used as a barber shop. 
Separate office and workshop with roll up door in rear of bld. $60,000

COMMERCIAL

443 Phillips Street--Vinyl siding 3 bedroom 1 bath home featuring 792 sq ft
of living area.  located on a corner lot.  Wiring, roof and HVAC is 10 years old.
Perfect starter home or investment property.  Priced @ $49,900

NEW LISTING
1009 N. Main St. 
Darlington,  SC

393-1327 or 393-9071

Odom’s 
Mini Storage

117 Erinvine Court, 
Darlington, SC 29532
843-393-4010

FOR FULL LISTINGS AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION,
CALL 393-4010 OR LOG ONTO WWW.BURTJORDAN.COM

Ginger
Perry
Realtor

307-1428
Angie Godbold

Realtor
758-0472

418 Spring Street—3 BR, 1.5 BA,
1300 SF—$97,900
634 Old Georgetown Rd—3 BR,
4 BA, 3620 SF—$525,000
111 Maryland Drive—4 BR, 3
BA, 2962 SF—$184,900
419 N. Main Street—4 BR.
2F/2H BA, 2689 SF—$149,900
1044 Harmony Hall—4 BR, 2.5
BA, 2475 SF—$184,900

102 Wyandot Street—4 BR, 3
BA, 2589 SF—$225,000
102 Woodcreek Road—3 BR,
2.5 BA, 1896 SF—$179,900
150 Nez Perce Drive—3 BR, 3
BA, 3772 SF, 3 AC—$249,900
401 Church Avenue-Hartsville, 5
BR, 4.5 BA, 4783 SF—$350,000
111 Virginia Drive—5 BR, 4 BA,
4290 SF—$343,000

TBD Corner Old Florence &
Ave. D—17.11 Acres—$171,000
TBD Cashua Ferry Road—.57
Acres—$15,900
TBD First Street—.37 Acres—
$12,900
TBD Lamar Highway—3.81
Acres—$16,900
117.89 Acres New Hopewell
Rd—$295,000
Timmonsville Highway—
25.74—$128,700
TBD S. Main Street—.56 Acres—
$20,000
TBD Pink Dogwood Street—2
Lots—$24,000 Per Lot
Harry Byrd Hwy—9.62 Acres—
$110,800
Harry Byrd Hwy—7 Acres—
$80,500
Lot 43 Nez Perce Drive—1
Acre—$30,000

Lot 65 Nez Perce Drive-1.2
Acres—$40,000
TBD Swift Creek Road—60+
Acres—$223,900
00 Swift Creek Road—3.47
Acres—$24,900
Lot 1 Wyandot—1.35 Acres—
$45,000
Lot 17 Wyandot-1.07 Acres-
$40,000
Wildshall Subdivision-Call for
info
TBD Evangeline-.31 Acre-
$25,000
Tract A, 52 By-Pass & Rd 409—
.70 Acres—$12,000
Tract B, 52 By-Pass & Rd 409—
1.38 Acres—$25,000
TBD Smith Avenue—7 Acres—
$325,000

447 W. Broad Street—$34,750
307 Washington Street—
$34,900
207 Siskron Street—$125,000
321 N. Main Street—$84,900
103-105 Russell Street—

$95,000
213 N. Marquis Hwy—
$690,000
601 Pearl Street—$90,000
1005 E. McIver Road—
$129,900

RESIDENTIAL

LAND

PLEASE CALL OUR OFFICE FOR INFO ON ALL OF OUR LISTINGS!

COMMERCIAL

Lot 65 Nez Perce Drive
Timmonsville Highway

419 N. Main Street
213 S. Main Street

UNDER CONTRACT

1044 Harmony Hall
SOLD

123 Erinvine Court—$850.00/Monthly
FOR LEASE

NEW LISTING
TBD Corner Old Florence Rd & Ave D—17.11 Acres, prime location in
the city limits across from Georgia Pacific plate plant and beside the ball-
field—$171,000

OFFICE FOR RENT!
123  Erinvine Court—Office building with reception area, 3 offices and
lots of storage.  Office is located inside the Country Club on Erinvine Court
(first turn to the right after turning in DCC). $850.00 per month plus
security deposit.

 

 

Burt Jordan
Broker-In-Charge

260-4138Tommy
Bryant
Realtor

615-1795
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WASHINGTON — With a
new year just around the cor-
ner, the U.S. Postal Service is
raising the curtain to provide
a sneak peek at a portion of its
2018 stamp program.

Icons such as Lena Horne,
John Lennon and Sally Ride
and will be immortalized on
Forever stamps next year.
Stunning photographs of
America’s dramatic land-
scapes will commemorate the
song “America the Beautiful.”

Other diverse and educa-
tional stamps on deck for 2018
will:

•Shine light on biolumi-
nescent creatures that glow in
the dark;

•Showcase the art of magic
through five classic magic
tricks; 

•Celebrate mythological
fire-eating dragons; and,

•Offer “tasty” frozen treats
for those with a sweet tooth.

Detailed information and
issuance dates on these

stamps and others will be
revealed later. All stamp
designs are preliminary and
are subject to change until
issuance dates.
Love Flourishes (Love

series)
Love Flourishes is the latest

stamp in the Love series. The
stamp art features a fanciful
garden of colorful flowers sur-
rounding the word “Love.”

Year of the Dog
(Celebrating Lunar New Year
series)

The Year of the Dog stamp
is the 11th of 12 stamps in the
Celebrating Lunar New Year
series. The Year of the Dog
begins Feb. 16, 2018, and ends
Feb. 4, 2019.
Lena Horne (Black

Heritage series)
The 41st issuance in the

Black Heritage series honors
the achievements of leg-
endary performer and civil
rights activist Lena Horne
(1917–2010). Remembered as

one of America’s great inter-
preters of popular songs,
Horne also was a trailblazer in
Hollywood for women of
color. She used her personal
elegance, charisma and fame
to become an important
spokesperson for civil rights.
U.S. Flag
For more than half a centu-

ry, U.S. stamps have depicted
the American flag in vivid red,
white and blue. This eye-
catching new issuance contin-
ues that tradition with a strik-
ing graphic design of a flag
with two crisp folds.
Bioluminescent Life
This issuance celebrates

the phenomenon of biolumi-
nescence — the ability of
some species to glow — with a
pane of 20 stamps featuring
10 life-forms that create their
own light.
Illinois Statehood

(Statehood series)
This stamp celebrates the

200th anniversary of Illinois

statehood. Known as the
Prairie State, Illinois became
the 21st state of the union on
Dec. 3, 1818.
Mister Rogers
Fred Rogers (1928–2003)

was known as a beloved tele-
vision neighbor to generations
of children. His groundbreak-
ing public television series
Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood
inspired and educated young
viewers with warmth, sensi-
tivity and honesty.
STEM Education
These Forever stamps cele-

brate the role of science, tech-
nology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM) educa-
tion in keeping our nation a
global leader in innovation.
Designed to pique the curiosi-
ty of the viewer, each of these
four stamps features a collage
of faces, symbols, drawings
and numbers that represent
the complexity and intercon-
nectedness of the STEM disci-
plines.

U.S. Postal Service provides sneak peek at 2018 stamps



This Christmas promises to
be a whole lot merrier for
dozens of kids in need thanks to
the generosity of the Darlington
Dixie Force, a community out-
reach program for employees of
Georgia Pacific / Dixie
Darlington.

“In partnership with the
Salvation Army and the
Department of Social Services,
we've teamed together to spon-
sor thirty-five kids for Angel Tree
and DSS Adopt a Child for
Christmas 2017,” says Ashley
Black, safety coordinator with
Georgia Pacific / Dixie
Darlington and co-coordinator

for Dixie Darlington Force.
Donations from employees

continue to increase each year,
and Black says that participation
in the Dixie Darlington Force
program is pretty impressive,
with about 98 percent of all
Dixie Darlington team members
choosing to give their time and
resources to help local children. 

“Each year, we try to do the
Angel Tree program on a bigger
scale. We started out with nine-
teen kids, and we've just upped
the ante every year...we really
want to thank our employees for
coming out and donating gifts,”
says Black, noting that this year's

bags include a special addition,
thanks to a new donor partner.

“This year, we partnered with
Athletic Action of Hartsville, and
they donated all the shoes for
our male kids that needed shoes
for Christmas,” Black says. “We
know we have a lot of bullying in
our society, so we wanted to
make sure they received some
nice shoes and we want to give a
huge shout-out to Athletic
Action for their help.”

If you want to learn more
about the Salvation Army of the
Pee Dee or their Angel Tree
Program find them on Facebook
or call 843-662-4461.
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It's almost time again to hit
the dance floor. Dancing With
the Stars of Darlington
County, an annual charity
event benefiting the Pee Dee
Coalition Against Domestic
and Sexual Assault, will be
staged once again at the
Center Theater in Hartsville.
The event will take place
January 25, 2018.

To follow along with the
training and get updates on
the event, visit them on
Facebook and on their website
at www.darlingtoncounty-
dancingwiththestars.com. The
community can also vote for
their favorite couple to win
the People’s Choice Award.

Each week until the big
night, we will introduce two
couples in the News and Press.

This week’s couples are:
• Vera DuBose

(Professional) & Cody
Mitchell (Celebrity)

Dance Style: Cha Cha;
Broadway Show: Hairspray
(Choreographer: Vera
DuBose)

• Joseph McPherson
(Pro) & Roxie Gardner
(Celebrity)

Dance Style: Tango;
Broadway Show: Charlie and
the Chocolate Factory
(Choreographer: Sheila

Schmotzer)

Celebrity Dancer Cody
Mitchell is a trail lawyer in
the firm of Lucas, Warr, &
White and has practiced in
Darlington since 2011.  A
native of Bethune, Cody has
called Darlington County
home since 2011.  Cody is a
graduate of Presbyterian
College and the University of
South Carolina School of Law.
In addition to serving our
community as an attorney,
Cody serves as a military pros-
ecutor in the South Carolina
Army National Guard and as
the municipal judge for the
town of Bethune and city of
Hartsville.  He has been recog-
nized as the 2016 Presbyterian
College Young Alumnus of the
Year and a 2017 Compleat
Lawyer Awardee from USC’s
Law School, along with
numerous military awards.
Cody agreed to participate in
Dancing with the Stars to
share some of his fabulous
dance moves with the whole
county and to hopefully raise
lots of money for the
Coalition’s wide array of serv-
ices to victims.

Professional Dancer
Vera DuBose is a local cos-
tume designer and artist.  She

has worked on multiple stage
productions for Coker College
and the University of South
Carolina, where she also
received her Masters of Fine
Arts.  Internships have
allowed her to work with the
New York City Ballet Costume
Shop and the National Opera
House of Hamburg, Germany.
She currently runs her own
Etsy Store and attends
Nursing School at Midlands
Technical College in
Columbia.  Vera has danced
all her life.  She pursued a
professional career as a
dancer but eventually had to
change plans due to hip
issues.  Since then, she discov-
ered her love for Latin and
ballroom dancing, and has
competed for several years in
Germany with her dance part-
ner, Chris Scharte, and in sev-
eral Latin dance teams.  After
being involved as a choreogra-
pher for DWTS of Darlington
County two years in a row, she
is very honored and excited to
be involved as a dancer.

Celebrity Dancer Roxie
Gardner is a Hartsville
native who has always had a
sense of pride for her commu-
nity.  Roxie followed in her
family’s footsteps by opening
Seersuckergypsy, a small busi-

ness in downtown Hartsville
that features repurposed,
recycled, and handmade
items.  “My dream was to cul-
tivate the talents, strengths,
and uniqueness of our local
artists,” said Roxie of
Seersuckergypsy. “I chose to
participate in Dancing with
the Stars of Darlington
County because of my love
and dedication for this com-
munity and for the organiza-
tion that it represents – the
Pee Dee Coalition.”  Roxie has
always had a passion to help
others.  She is grateful for the
opportunities to volunteer at
the Hartsville Soup Kitchen,
teaching kids at the Hartsville
Church of God, holding
monthly downtown prayer
meetings, being an active
board member for One Touch
Transformation, and hosting
the Butterfly Effect Mentoring
Program for young girls.
Roxie is a 2016 graduate of
Leadership Hartsville and a
graduate of The Art Institute
of Raleigh-Durham.  After
completing college, she and
her husband Adam, a lineman
at Duke Energy, moved to
Hartsville in 2013.  They have
the cutest English bulldog
puppy, Hank, and enjoy visit-
ing the mountains and rum-

maging for extraordinary
antiques.

Professional Dancer
Joseph McPherson is a
native of North Charleston,
South Carolina and is the
firstborn son of Jervey and
Thomasina McPherson, both
deceased.  Joseph is a family
centered Christian who has
devoted his life to sharing his
life’s journey in hopes it will
inspire others to “never give
up”!  He believes in the mis-
sion of the Pee Dee Coalition
and supports all efforts to
reduce incidences of domestic
violence and sexual assault.
He has witnessed the devasta-
tion domestic violence creates
in families.  Joseph is a gradu-
ate of Trident Technical
College, Charleston, having
majored in Industrial
Drafting.  Unfortunately, a life
altering accident prevented
him from pursuing his dream
of designing and creating. An
active member of Wesley
Chapel United Methodist
Church, where he serves as
Chairman of Trustees and a
Certified Lay Servant.  Joseph
is employed as a Maintenance
Supervisor at the Days Inn of
Florence. A devoted father,
grandfather, and husband,
Joseph is a creative thinker

and enjoys entertaining oth-
ers as he formerly served as
the “frontman” for various
groups who performed
“Beach Music” during the
80’s.  He is known by his many
friends to be an industrious
worker, have an outgoing per-
sonality, and a guy who really
enjoys testifying about the
impact God has had on his
life, singing the songs of Zion,
playing a variety of handheld
musical instruments, and of
course, dancing the night
away with a smile!

Sheila Schmotzer
owned and directed Dizzy
Dancin Dance Studio for 11
years.  Her studio appeared on
Season 4 of Lifetime’s hit TV
show, Dance Moms. Sheila
has both an associate and
bachelor degree in Dance and
is a former captain of the
NCAA dance team, the TCU
Showgirls, at Texas Christian
University.  She is an IMDb
actress and can be seen in the
Netflix movie The Do Over
with Adam Sandler.  Sheila is
also proud to say that she and
her partner, Jay Lucas, were
the 2016 People’s Choice
Award recipients at Dancing
with the Stars with of
Darlington County.

Photos by Steve Roos

Dancing with the Stars of Darlington County: Meet the Dancers

Darlington Dixie Force makes 
Christmas donation 
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